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CHAPTER   I. 


jPreparaiions  dfNapole&n  against  th€  LnoasUm  of  Frcmee,*^ 
Terms  of  Peace  offer ed%y  the  AUies,  through  the  Baron  de 
St  Aignan. — Bases  ofthd  Treaty, — Congress  held  at  Man- 
heimv^Lord  CAsHereagh^-^Manifssto  of  the  AUies^-^Bm^ 
napartis  Rqplg, — jB#   hmmerity.-^State  of  Parties  m 
France. — 1.   The  Adherents  of  the  BourboHs — their  chief 
Partiians;^2.  The  old  Republicans.-^The  pojmhtiom  qf 
France^  in  general^  wearied  of  th^  War^anddesiromacfthc 
JDqHmtion  of  J^uonaparte^ — His  unsucces^kl  attengitts  to 
arouse  the  national  spirit. — Council  of  State  Extraordinary 
hdd  on  November  llth,  when  new  taxes  are  imposed^  atid 
anew  Conscription^SOOfiOOmentlecreedi^Gloomofthe 
Council,  and  violence  ^Buonaparte. — Report  of  the  State 
of  the  Nation  presented  to  Napoleon  by  the  Legistalivi  Body, 
'-'Bis  indignation  on  receiving  it, — The  f^egislatim  Bodjy 
is  prorogued, — Commissioners  sent  to  thf  department*  t0 
rouse  the  people--4mt  in  vain. —  Unceasing  activity  of  the 
.Emperor. — National  Guard  called  out.^^-NapoUon^  pre^ 
sentvug  to  them  his  Empress  and  Child,  takes  leave  ofthk 
People. — He  leaves  Paris  Jbr  the  Armies  on  25th  Janmry 
lSH,ftdl  of  melancholy  presages. 

WBIX.E  these  scenes  were  ptsstiq^  in  the  Kictnity 
of  France,  the  Emperor  was  udng  every  effi>rt  t^ 
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bring  forward,  in  d^ence,  of  her  territory,  a  force 
ki  some  degree  corresponcKilg  to  the  ideas  whieh  he 
desired  men  should  entertain  of  the  Great  Nation. 
He  distributed  the  sevei^  or  eighty  thousand  men 
whom  he  had  brou^t  back  with  him,  along  the 
Kpf  f  f  l|ie  Rhine^  uimirfv^a  by  Ae  opi|iiNo«i8  of  t^se 
who  deemed  them  insufficient  in  number  to  defend 
80  wide  a  stretch  of  frontier^     Allowing  the  truth  of 
their  reasoning,  he  denied  its  eilif  acy  in  the  present 
instance.     Policy  now  demanded,  he  sidd,  that  thare 
^hbifld  beno  voluntary  abatement  o^  the  lofty  prev 
tensions  to  which  France  laid  claim*     The  Austrians 
«nd  Prussians  still  remembered  the  campaigns  of  the 
Revolution,  and  dreaded  to  encounter  France  once 
inore  in  the  character  of  an  armed  nation.     This  ap- 
prdienmn  was  to  he  ki^  up  as  long  as  possible,  and 
Wmost  at  all  riiis,     To  concentrate  his  forces  would 
•be  to  4udknowledge  his  weakness,  tp  coi^fess  that  he 
>ra8  devoid  of  means  to  supply  the  exhwisted  batta- 
lions; «nd,  what  might  be  still  more  imprudent^  it 
WM  maklt^  the  nation  itself  sensible  of  the  same  me- 
lancholy truth  ;  so  that,  according  to  this  reasoning, 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  up  appearances,  however 
ai  secomded  by  realiti«s.     'J  lie  allied  sovereigBS,  on 
file  other  hand,  were  gradually  approaching  to  the 
right  bank  of  the  Bhi&e  iheir  irameiise  masses,  which, 
iiikttdiDg-  the  reserves,  did  not,^rhapfi,  .a»oiin*  t« 
lest  than  half  a  million  Off  men% 
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>  The  scrapie^  of  ilie  £iiifperor  of  Anttria,  joinod  to 
ihcTetpect  entertained  foiftlie  courage  of  the  Freindit 
and  ihe.  talents  of  thdr  leader,  by  the  coaKtioil  at 
large/ ioAuenoed  fhw  co^cikat  this  period;  and: 
before  resuming  a  triin  of  hostilities  which  mutt  in- 
Tohre  some  exti^me  eonckwioii,  they  resolved  once 
mete, to  o&rteriDs  of  peace  to  the  Emperor  of. 
France. 

vth/b  agent  selected  on  this  oceaslon  was  the  Baron 
de  St  Aignan,  a  French  dipkihaUst  of  r^putaliMa,  re*, 
siding  at' one  of  the  G^man  couHs^  who/fidUn^intot 
the  hands  of  ihe  allies,  was  «et  at  liberty,  witha  com^; 
mission  to'aidsure  the  French  Emperor  of  their  Srill-: 
ingnefs  to  enter*  into  a  tr^y  on  equal  terms,  l^hst 
EngUsh  government  also  publicly  ann(Hinoeft  their 
viMldiness  t6  negociatefor  a  peace,  and  tbaf  they  would 
n^^  cimstderable  (MHic^ssidns  to  obtun  «o  ^riat  a 
Ues^g*  Nap^leon^  therefore,  had  another  oiqx)r6mi« 
ty  for  negotiating, upon  such  ftrms  as  must  indeed  dew 
prive  him  of  the  ui\just:  suprelkiacy  among  European 
ooudeils  ^hi<5h  he  had  attempted  to  seciure,  but  would 
^ve  left  him  a  bfgb  and  honourable  seat^amon^the 
sotisr^gto  of  Europe,  But  ih^  pertinacity  of  Napo^ 
Xe^rfi  .'di^ideition  qualified  him  ill  for  a  negotiator^ 
unlets  wh^n  he  bad  the  full  power  in  his  own  hkind 
todt^tatieihe  terins.  Hisdetermined firmness  of  pnr* 
po4e>  in  maiiy  cases  a  greatr  advantage,  'proved  now 
tl»e  v«ry  reverse,  as  it  prevented  him  frbm  antkipa^ 
ting  abiselute  necesaty,  by  sacrificing,  for  the  ^Sfkt 
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of  peace,  lomething  which  it  was  actually  in  his 
power  to  give  or  retain.     This  tenadty  was  a  pecu* 
liar  feature  of  his  character.     He  might,  indeed,  be  * 
brought  to  give  up  his  claims  to  kingdoms  and  pro<* 
vinces  which  were  already  put  beyond  his  power  to  > 
recover  v  but  when  the  question  regarded  the  cession ' 
of  anything  which  was  still  in  his  possession,  the' 
grasp  of  the  lion  itself  could  scarce  be  more  unrelaz^ 
ing.     Hence,  as  his  misfortunes  accumulated,  the 
negotiations  between  him  |ind  the  allies  came  to  re- 
semble the  bargain  driven  with  the  King  of  Rome, : 
according  to  ancient  history,  for  the  books  of  the' 
Sibyls.     The  price  of  peace,  like  that  of  these  mys« 
terious  volumes,  was  raised  against  him  upon  every  > 
i^newal  of  the  conferences.     This  cannot  surprise 
any  one  who  considers,  that  in  propoi^ion  to  the^ 
number  of  defeats  sustained  and  power  diminidied, 
the  demands  of  the  party  gaining  the  advantage  must' 
naturally  be  heightened. 

This  will  appear  from  a  retrospect  to  former  ncn 
gotiations.  Before  the  war  with  Russia,  Napoleon 
might  have  made  peace  upon  nearly  his  own  terms, 
providing  they  had  been  accompanied  with  a  dis- 
avowal of  that  species  of  superior  authority,  which, 
by  the  display  of  his  armies  on  the  frontiers  of  Po^ 
)and,  he  seemed  disposed  to  exercise  over  an  inde- 
pendent and  powerful  empire.  There  was  nothing 
left  to  be  disputed  between  the  two  Emperors,  €Jit 
fttpting  the  point  of  cqu^lity^  which  it  was  iropo^sit 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NAfOLEON  BUOKArAHTC.  7 

Ue  for  AleiMMder  to  y'leLd  up,  in  justice  to  ImiMelf 
and  to  his  8ul:gect8« 

The  Congress  sk  Prague  was  of  a  difierent  cm* 
pkxionl  The  £ite  of  var,  or  rather  the  consequence 
Df.Na|iokon''B  own  radwess,  bad  lost  him  an  isQVienso 
army,  and  had  deliTcted  from  his  predomtnank  in« 
flueno^  both  Prussia  and  Austria ;  and  these  powers^ 
Utt^fed  in  alliance  with  Buma  and  England*  had  a: 
tide  to  demand)  as  they  had  the  means  of  enforcing^, 
audi  a  trea^  as  diould  secure  Prussia  from  again  dc«, 
soending  imo  a  stale  which  may  be  compared  to  that  > 
of  HekKts  or  Gibeonites ;  and  Austria  from  one  lesa 
directly  dependent,  but  by  the  continuance  of  wbicb. 
she  was  strijpped  of  many  fair  proviooes,  a^d  i^x- 
poMid  along  ber  frontier  to  suffer  turmoil  from  all 
the  wars  which  the  too  wdl-ltoown  ambition  of  tbo 
Frendi  empire  might  awaken  in  Germany,  Yet, 
even  then  the  terms  proposed  by  Prince  Meiter- 
md^  stipulated  only  the  liberati<m  of  Germany  fron^ 
Frendi  JnfluoM^e,  wjth  the  restoration  of  the  ^Ily^ 
rian  provinces*  The  fate  of  Holland,  and  that  of 
^pain«  were  remitted  till  a  general  peace,  to  ^hicb 
England  should  be  a  party.  But  Buoniiqparte»  thouglk 
Pdand  and  lUyria  mj^bt  be  considered  as  lost,  andt 
the  Uoe  of  the  Elbe  and  Oder  as  indefeosiUe  against 
the  asaembled  armies  of  the  allies,  refused  to  accept 
these  t^ms,  unless  clogged  with  the  condition  that 
the  Hans  Towns  should  remain  uikler  French  itit 
fluence  %  and  tUd  not  even  traossnit  this  qualified  tc^ 
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tW  most  fbraiicUUe  maiUMr,  and  biv  enpict  placed 
ID  such  sectirity,  that  be  could  fear  no  i^^prenioo  o»' 
any  quarter,  and  had  only  to  testify  pacific  inteDtb&& 
towards  ocl^^  nations^  to  ^isinre  the  perfect  tranqvil- 
Kty  of  France,  and  of  the  world, 

B«t  k  did  not  suit  the  bigb^soaring  ambition  of 
Napoleon  to  be  contented  with  such  a  degree  of  power 
is  was  to  be  obtuned  by  negotiation.  His  favoiaite^^ 
phrase  on  snob  orcaMons,  which  indeed  he  bad  pitS' 
into  the  mouth  of  Maria  Leoisiii^n  a  ftceniooca* 
sion,  was,  that  be  could  not  oocnpy  a  tbfone^  the  glo- 
ry ef  whieb  was  tamisbed^  This  was  a  strmige  abuse 
of  words;  fer  if  his  glory  was  at  all  inq[Miired,  minu 
miBtary  point  of  view  it  certainly  was,  thede[mcii^ 
tion  arose  from  his  baling  lost  many  great  battles^ 
and  (;onld  not  be  increased  by  bis  acquiescing  in  sucb 
eoneessbns  as  bis^  defeat  rendered  necessary.  Tbc^ 
loss  of  a  battle  necessarify  infers>  more. at  less;  seme 
censure  on  the  conduct  of  a  defeated  general ;  but  it 
can  nerer  dishonour  a  patriotic  prince  to  make  siK^h 
sacrifices  as  mi^  save  his  people  from  the  scourged 
a  protracted  and  losing  warfare.  Yet  let  us  do  jus* 
tice  to  the  memory  of  a  man  so  distinguished.  If  a 
merited  confidence  in  the  seal  and  bravery  of  bis 
troops,  er  in  bis  own  tnmscendent  abilitits  m  a 
general,  could  justify  him  in  committing  a  great  po« 
Utical  error,  inneglecting  the  opportunity  <^ securing 
peace  on  honourable  terms,  the  events  of  the  strange- 
ly varied  campMgn  of  1814  show  sufficiently  tb« 
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WBIite  g&ound  th^e  was  for  hit  entertaiiMiig  sodi  as 
MHirance. 

At  thk  penod,  Mftvetf  Duke  of  Battanot  iavilad' 
the  allies  to  hold  a  congress  at Manlmm,  for  oonsidcsw* 
ing  the  poreliniiuffies  of  peace ;  and,  on  the  pari  of 
Great  Britain,  Lord  Castleita^^  a  cabinet  mimstcrt: 
vas  sent  over  to  represent  her  on  dns  important  occa*' 
aion.  Faction,  which  in  countries  where  free  disoua«f 
akm  is  permitted,  often  attadies  its  oeaaiire  to  the  beiir 
and  worthiest  of  those  tawhose  politiod  opnioiu  it 
is  opposled,  hascaluBUuated  this  statesman  during  hia 
Itf^  and  even  after  his  death*  Thisk<Hiecf  ^evik 
at  the  expense  of  which  freedom  is  pwdiased  ;  and 
it  is  purchased  the  more  cheai^y,  that  the  hour  of 
cenfiitauon  fidk  not  to  come.  Now,  when  his  pawer 
can  atttract  no  flattery,  and  excite  no  odium,  impar- 
tial hidUN7  must  write,  on  the  tomb  of  Casftlereagh, 
that  his  undlmnted  courage,  manly  steadiness,  and 
deep  political  sagacity,  had  the  prmeipal  share  in 
infiising  that  s^rit  of  costinued  exertion  and  un. 
abated  pefsevenmce  into  the  councik  of  the  allies, 
which  supported  them  through  many  iiitervab  of 
doubt  and  indecisidn,  and  finally  ccmdncted  th^  to 
the  triumphant  cpndusion  of  the  most  cTcntftil  mmb- 
test  which  Europe  ever  saw. 

In  the  meanwhile,  both  parties  prodaimed  their 
anxiety  for  peace,  well  aware  of  the  advautagooin 
iqpinion,  which  the  French  public  in  particular  coyld 
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ttet  ft^taentereauiof  that  party,  wlueb  wema^uumr^ 
diqiosed  to  afford  the  world  the  blessings  of '  that 
siafie  of  rest  and  tranquillity,  wUch  was  now  iinhrer- 
aally  sq^ed  for. 

A  manifest  was  poUtshed  by  Ae  aBiedmo* 
BM^Sy  in  wMeh  they  complam,  tmreasooably  cer-' 
loinly,  of  tlie  pi»panitioD&  which  Buonapatle  waar 
Huddng  £>f  recriiftiog  bis  army,  which  iugmenta- 
tioit  0f  the  ineaDs  6f  reiAMai^  whether  Napoleon^ 
wan  to  look  to  yeace^^at  war,  was  equally  juetiflaUe, 
when  die  fiontiers  of  Fntnce  were  surrounded  byjthe 
dOied  abnies.  Thevest  of  diia  state  p^er  wais  in  m 
better,  IwcttMe  a  truer  tqne.  It  stated  that  viot^ 
had  txiugte  Ae  alfies  to  the  Rhine,  Imt  they  meiim 
to  make  no  farther  use  of  their  advantages  than  ta 
propose  to  Napoleon  a  peace,  founded  on  the  kide^ 
pendence  of  Fiaace,.  «&'wdl  as  npcm  that  of  every 
e^r  ooimikry*  ^^  They  desired,*'  as  dnsdoeument 
stiated,  **  that  Fxance  should  be  greftt,  powerful,  and 
happy ^'beoaiise  the  power  ef  Frimee  is  on^  of  ^le 
fitndamental  bases  of-  the  social  system  m  J^uropei 
They  wer^s  willing  to  confirm  to  her  an  e^te»t  c^terw 
titory,  greater  than  she  enjoyed  under  her  anient 
Idttgs ;  but  they  desised,  at  the  same  time,  that  En- 
rope  riwuld  enjoy  tranquillity*  It  was,  in  shiort, 
thcif  otgee(  to  areaage  a  pacification  on  such  terms 
wa  mi|^  by  mutual  guarantees,  and  a  well»arranged 
balance  of  pefer,  preserve  Einrope  in  future  from 
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lli0  iHffftbtileii  cdamilies,  wUcb^  doraig  twenty 
yeMft,>id4btitcM  ^  mtU."*  This  paUk^e- 
idaraiiM  seemed  mliiidcd  ta  iatinuite  that  die  wm 
^  f^keooAkiOBk  was  not  «  yet  direetod  «g«6l  tb^ 
-persoyiofKapoleim^erlmdyiKtty,  but  otify  jfpdiKI 
im  i^«<«n  vf  4tfl»ar«r]r  mpttm^cy.  Tlie  atties  Aw- 
therdeehtfed^  tluit  tbey  ^rnild  ittt  lay  dOM  llieir 
aXttiB  0^  the  poliltoal  «late  cC  Emope  diatld  be 
AiMdly  anafiged  on  i»ahenMe  pnneqplea,  and  na- 
loegnised  by  the  auiottty  of  tvaatias* 

llie  wfif  of  Buonaparte  n  ^jsnUniiad  ia  itlMor 
ftpoiD  CaidaioeQim  I0  MettMudi,  dalad  id  SaeeM- 
^n  It  da^taiad^tfaat  BatmiQiarte  aoqoSeaead  in^  tba 
frmdj^e  aAii^ahottldtaflt  die  piapoeed  pacMeadon 
<»  tibflLiMokite  iiidqpeadMe^  «f  ^  states  df  Bti- 
a<epe^  ae  that  neilhor  one  nor  juiodier  abould  in  Ai- 
ture  an>qgaie  so^wn^^tnriRfpiemac^  Ui  lioyifa^ 
lAatsee^rcas  j&iber  UpeA  land  er  lisea.  It  iraa  ih&tth 
fere  decSaved,  tbiA  bis  Majesty  afiieiBed  to  the  ge<ie> 
tut  bases  and  tibstmcts  communieated  by  Monsieur 
«t  AigtiaB4  •^  They  ^sOl  kkroht,^'  A0  lettsr»dd. 
*d^  '*  great  saer^ces  on  ^  |iait  of  fVanoe,  btil  hk 
Majesty  ^v^ould  make  tban  wiihottt  regeet^U;  bylike 
^laerifices,  Mngland^weuld  gke  the  mealia  df  jmiviag 
4it  a  ges^al  peace,  boiMttBaUe^  4^  eoneerngd^** 

^f%e  sl^test  mtlefittOB'  to  lUs  doesmedt  Aews 
lAttl  Kiipeleoft^  in  bis  prtteoce  of  bmg  desbrobs  for 
|»eabe  ^n  the  terms  held  -out  in  *the  proposids  of 
<lhe  Mllies^  was  tofally  insineere*     His  answer  was 
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hk  own  exorbiUBt  power,  the  ^piestion  of  the  UMiii. 

tme  hw^  on  which  Ei^land  and  all  other  natiate 
•had  acted  for  many   eei^ttrtes^   and   which  giv»f 

to  those  natioiis  that  poMess  powerfWI  fleets,  thf 
jume  adTMitage  which  those  that  hare  great  armiea 

enjoy  by  the  law  maftidU  l*he  righ|;s  uiaiilg/Mt 
;of  this  law  maritimey  had  been  mabtaioed  by  £09* 
Jand  iM^  the  end  of  the  disastrous  American  wan 

when  the  Armed  Neulvafily  was  formed  for  the  ^(^ 
jpresi^  pitfp^Me  of  depriving  her,  in  her  hour  of  weak- 
ness>  ^  this  bulwark  of  her  naval  power.r  It  hfMl 
Jbeen  decoded  chmng  the  present  war  agpiinst  all 
JEMispej  with  France  and  Napoleon  at  her  head.  U 
was  impoosible  thpt  Britain  should  permit  any  <^ii^ 
Jepg^  of  het  nMuitim^  ngkt^  in  the  pres^(  moment 
fi(  her  prospmty^  whw  not  only  her  ships  rede  trir 
ttaq>hant  on  er^iy  ^msf^M^t  ^^^  PW^  yiptonpus  avr 
my  wte  qumrtered  m  B^irelidbr  ground,  and  the  ppw^r 
fttl  heats  of  her  allies,  brought  to  the  jfi^d  hy  hfft 
me^mj  were  ajrrayed  alotig  tte  whole  frontier  of  th^ 
Hhhiej.  The  Emperor  of  th^  French  m^ht  have 
jis  well  piroposed  to  make  the  peace  which  Europe 
wall  {feting  to  him,  d^nd  ppom  Qteul  Bnta^a> 
cedipg  Ireland  or  Scotland. 

Neither  can  it  be  pretended  that  there  was  an  in- 
^hrec^  policy  in  introdudng;  this.discus^n  as  an 
^{^le  of  discord,  which  might  giv^  cause  to  ^9^ 
$^n  among  the  allies.    F^r  from  looking  on  th^ 
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»»ritlsne  law^  jn  exerciMd  by  Briuin,  wMi  the  eym 
t>f  jedioiny*,  widi  wbich  it  fsight  at  other  timet  btTe 
been  regarded^  the  contiiMmtal  mti»iw  rewembeMl 
Ae  fiur  greater  grievanoes  ^riiich  had  been  entail- 
ed on  them  by  Boonaparte^  memoraUe  attempt  to 
|Hit  dowtt  that  law  by  hk  aBtt-commeroMl  ayatcaih 
which  had  made  RtMia  iieradf  bndde  on  her  ar- 
iMm,^  andwaa  a  jcaoBo,  aind  a  principal  one^  of  the 
^itoenl  coalitbn  agunat  Fiance.  Aa  Bnonaparta, 
AtreSoftytMiaid  have  no  bape  to  obtain  alayadia»- 
^age,dirtet  or  jpdirecty  feom  maiag  up  the  qaMimi 
ft€mmtiiQ9  rights  with  that  of  thegeneial  aettlemeut 
^  the  oonttneaiy  and  as  nuere  aplenti  and  hatred  to 
Clreat  Britun  wonld  be  acaroe  an  adequate  mothie 
in  ainind  so  sagadona,  we  asiost  suppose  this  inad- 
jMssible  stipulation  to  have  been  timnrn  in  fbr  li» 
:p«irpbse/af  lenabKng  him  to  biaak  off  the  negotiation 
rahen  h^  pleased,  and  cast  upon  the  EngliA  the 
4fflpepidaHtyalteiiding  the  breach  of  it.  Itisroty 
trui^  ihat  Enj^nd  had  offered  to  make  auiiices  ibr 
obtaiiiii^  a  general  fetne ;  but  these  sacrifices,  as 
was  seen  by  Aet  tf^v^,  rcgaaded  the  TcatDratiosi  So 
JF^iaaee  <of  oonquered  colotties,  not  the  cession  ci  her 
;oim  nafsd  rigbts,  wbioh^t>n  no  ^oncanoa  whatsoerer, 
a  miniate  of  Britain  will^  can,  or  dire,  pennit  io  be 
iNKwgbt  inio  <^wdleiige^  Accordinj^y,  the  accept>- 
anoe  by  Buonaparte  of  ^be  terms  tauMmttlrd  by 
^  Aj^fUMn  beii^  provided  with  a  jsHp^knet,  aak 
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mwf  by  lAich  hB  eould  Icee  hmigelf  from  the  eii^ 
^i|[aMiii  at  ^feuidfe,  wttt  ooiistd^ttd,  bolhli^.tlie 
dBm^  tad  by  &  burgie  ptopoirtioQ  of  the  pf»ple  of 
-S^xAnce*.  as  elusory^  and  indiaidiig  no  geriouiput- 
^Tpom  of  pacification.  The  treaty  therefore  latignitb. 
,ed^  and  kas  not  fairly  set  on  ibot  until  the  chalact 
-^  wax  had  hioea  i^iun  af]^)eAkd  to; 
t  .  liijthe  meanwhile^  the  altiea  were  biiaging  op  dim 
^eeaervea  a^  fast  a^posaiUe^  and  Buonapan^  onhii 
•aide:  was  fih»i^^aH  he  oonlfl  to  tecmt  Iik  foAM.  I& 
rmaunim.  fiar  this  porpose  had  been  adopted  I<M 
itcfte  tbe  ptei^nt  emergency.  As  fiir  hadk  ad  the  ^ 
.^O^teber^  Ab  Empress  Maria  Louii^  in  the  diarae^ 
4ek  €i  BxgeiUy  presided  in  a  meethig  of  the  SsnatOt 
held  for  the  pnrpose  4^  adling  hr  ftesh  veetnite  te 
«due  aiinies^  She  was  an  object  of  inters  and  com^ 
^pasmon  to  dl,  when  amioaneing  the  war  which  bad 
'btoktti  ont  betwixt  hjsr  father  and  her  huiibattd ;  bm 
the  Allowing  injiuKcious  censure  upoii  ha?  cc^»i^ 
try  waa  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  yo^g  iovereignl^ 
without  much  regatcd'to  ddit^cy.  ^^  Nd  OM/'  she 
aaid^  ^^  can  know  so  well  as  I  what  the^Frsneh  wiU 
have,  to  dread,  if  they  permit  the  idlies  to  be  coil- 
qpieroira.^  The  dosing  paragraph  was  also  iMdi 
^erittci8ed)  e^  attaching  more  importance  to  th6  pei»- 
sooalferiings.of  the  sovereign,  thiui  o«i^ht«ohate 
been  exdmvely  ascribed  to  them  in^  so  great  %  poblie 
extren^ty.   ^<  Having  been  acqtiaint^  M  fimr  yean 

a 
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irtth  ^  inmost  thooghts  of  my  fiusband,  I  know  with 
what  sentiments  he  would  be  afficted  if  placed  on  a 
tarnished  throne,  and  wearing  a  crown  despoiled  of 
glory.*'  The  decree  of  the  Senate,  passive  as  usual, 
appointed  a  levy  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  thou* 
sand  conscripts. 

When  Buonaparte  arrived  at  Saint  CIdud>  aft^ 
having  brought  the  remains  of  his  once  great  army  to 
Maycnce,  Ins  afiairs  were  even  in  a  worse  state  than 
had  been  anticipated.  But  before  we  proceed  to  de* 
tail  the  measures  which  he  took  for  redeenring  thentv 
it  is  necessary  to  take  notice  of  two  parties  in  th^ 
state,  who,  in  consequence  of  the  decay  of  the  Im^ 
perial  power,  were  growing  gradually  into  importance. 

The  first  were  the  adherents  of  the  Bourbons, 
whcs  reduced' to  sflence  by  the  long-^eontiniied  suc- 
cesses of  Buonaparte^  still  continued  to  exist,  and 
now  resumed  their  consequence.  They  had  nume<- 
rous  partisans  in  ike  west  and  south  of  France,  and 
many  of  them^  still  maintained  ooCTespoodence  #ith 
the  exiled  ikraily.  The  old  nobltee,  amongst  whtmi 
such  as  did  not  attadt  themselves  to  the  court  and 
person  of  Napoleon^  continued  to  be  staunch  rby- 
alists,  had  aoqoired,  or  rather  r^pdned,  a  consider* 
able  inftnenoe  in  Parisian  society.  The  sii^erioi 
elegance  of  their  manners,  the  sedusion^  and  ti* 
most  myslery  of  their  meetiiigs,  their  eoumge  and 
thdr  misfortunes,  gave  an  interest  to  these  relics 

VOL.  VIII.  B 
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of  the  history  of  Fhmce,  whidi  was  esKHt^beA  hy 
the  historical  remembrances  oMinected  with  anoitfiM; 
names  and  high  descent  Buonaparte  himself^  by 
the  restoration  of  nobility  as  a  rank^  gave  a  dignity 
to  those  who  had  possessed  it  for  c^Uuies^  whieb 
his  own  new  creations  could  not  imp«:t.  It  is  tri^i 
that  in  the  eye  of  philosophy^  the  great  man  who 
first  merits  and  wins  a  dktinguishedtitle^  i«[  in  histh 
self  infiintdy  mone  yak»Ue  and  respocUUe  tbesn 
the  obscure  indiridual  ii4io  inhmts  his  hosotits  mt 
the  distance  of  centimes ;  but  then  he  is  valued  &r 
his  personal  quaMes^  iK>t  finr  Us  noblesse*  No  on0 
thought  of  paying  those  mavesduls^  whose  paines 
and  Actions  shdok  the  worid^  »  greater  degree  of  rc^ 
spect  when  Napoleon  gave  them  tides.  Ola  the  con- 
trary^ they  will  Uve  in  history,  iciad  be  fiuntliar  to 
the  imaginatioui  by  their  own  n«B«6>  rather  than 
those  arii^ng  from  theur  peetages.  But  the  seienoe 
of  heraldry,  when  admitted  as  an  arUtrary  nile  of 
soc^ty,  reverses  the  rule  of  philosophy,  and  ranks 
nobility,  like  medals,  not  acooarding  to  the  intrinsic 
value  of  the  metal,  but  in  pnqKfftion  tot  its  inA- 
quity*  If  this  was  the  case  with  eren  the  hotie^ 
who  had  hewed  a  soldi^'s  path  to  honours,  ^  it  was 
stiU  more  so  with  the  titles  gralited.by  Bntmaparte) 
'^  ufM  oaa^pet  oonsid^atton,'^  and  the  knights  «l;om 
he  dubbed  with  unba<dt?0d  vapierw  It  might  be  truly 
siud  of  these,  that 

Their  fire-new  stamp  of  honour  scarce  was  twrrfent.- 
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When,  tberefore,  the  repvbfidsn  (arj  didl  tm^ff 

aad  Buonaparte  directed  the  respect  of  the  peo^dfe 

at  large  towards  title  and  nobibty,  a  distinct  aa4 

superior  influence  was  acquired  1^  diosq  wiM>  poik 

sessed  such  honours  by  hereditbry  deseent;    K^aJKW 

Icon  knew  thi$,  and  courted,  aadin  some  degree  fear>< 

edy  the  remainder  of  the  old  noblesse,  whOvunleiBs  be 

could  decidedly  attach  tbem  to  hts  own  inteieat^ 

wa*e  exposed  to  (surveillance  and  iupriaomneiit  on 

circumstances  of  slight  suspicion.     They  became^ 

however,  so  drcmnspect  and  cautknsB,  thad.it.was 

impossihie  to  introduce  the  spies  of  the  police,  into 

their  mtlons  and  private  pinties.    Still  VtCpdeom  waa 

sensiUe  of  the  ^dstenee  of  dii& party^  and  of-.tbe 

cbnger  which  m^fat  attaid  upon  it^  even  iMiife.Ua 

followers  had  forgot  perhnpa  tha^  the  £ourli»i8  oenh 

tinued  to  live.    *'  I  thought  him  msAi^l  saidiNfi^ 

(^ose  head,  according  to  Foudie,  could  nbi.^lwaQe 

two  political  ideas,)  '^  whem  taknaig  leaveof  theamy 

at  Smorgony,  he  used  the  expresoisii^  ^;Tlie  Bqiso^ 

boBs^will  make  their  own  of  this.'''^*  i,     .... 

Th|S  party  began  now  to  be>actiT»^  andajsoyaUst! 
confedcratti^m  oi^gfaaijEcd  hself  ia  the  centre  of  Fraiiee^ 
as  earfy  ^s  the  month  of  Matrdt  1B13.  The  moet^bf 
tipgtki^iled  members  are  said  to  hate  beeatfaelkltei) 
o^Butas^  Trctoouille;  mA  Fitq'ainea;  M^ssrs^iPe;^ 

^'-  ^'^      ;.'{/■''•-:     .'.':•'   -^    ...   ..'-,,.  %^  ."     j,;,,,,.,.,  :.     Unp, 
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lignac,  Ferrand,  Audrien  de  Montmorency,  Sosthene 
de  la  Rodbefoucault,  Sermaison,  and  La  Rochejac- 
qudein.  Royalist  commanders  had  been  nominated  in 
different  qiiarters-*-Count  Suzannet  in  the  Lower 
Poitou^  Duras  in  Orleans  and  Tours,  and  the  Mar- 
quis de  Riylere  in  the  province  of  B^rry.  Bourdeaux 
waa  full  of  Royalists,  most  of  them  of  the  mercantile 
class,  who  were  ruined  by  the  restrictions  of  the  Con^ 
tinental  System,  and  all  waited  anxiously  a  signal  for 
action. 

Another  ii^ternal  faction,  noways  desirous  of  the 
return  of  the. Bourbons,  yet  equally  inimical  to  the 
power  of  Napoleon,  consisted  of  the  old  Repub- 
lican statesmen  and  leaders,  with  the  more  zealous 
part  of  their  fdlowers.  These  could  not  behold  with 
indifference  the  whole  fruits  of  the  Revolution,^  for 
which  so  much  misery  had  been  endured,  so  much 
blood  spilled,  so  many  crimes  committed,  swept 
away  by  the  rude  hand  of  a  despotic  soldier.  They 
saw,  with  a  mixture  of  shame  and  mortification^ 
that  the  issue  of  all  their  toils  and  all  their  systems 
had  been  the  mcmstrous  concoction  of  a  military  des- 
potism, compared  with  which  every  other  govern- 
ment in  Europe  might  be  declared  liberal,  except, 
perhaps  that  of  Turkey.  During  the  monarchy, 
so  long  represented  as  a  system  of  slavery,  public 
opinion  had  in  the  parliaments  zealous  advocates, 
and  an  opportunity  of  making  itself  known  ;  but  in 
Imperial  France  all  was  mute,  except  the  voice  of 
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bired  fimctioiiaries,  mere  trompeU  of  the  govern- 
ment) who  breathed  not  a  sound  but  what  was  sug- 
gested to  them.  A  sense  of  this  degraded  condition 
united  in  secret  all  those  who  desired  to  see  a  free 
government  in  France,  and  espedally  such  as  had 
been  active  in  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution* 

This  dass  of  politicians  could  not  desire  the  re- 
turn of  the  family  in  whose  ^ule  they  had  been  ac- 
tive, and  had  therefore  cause  to  fear  the  redaction  with 
which  such  an  event  might  be  attended  ;  but  they 
wished  to  get  rid  of  Napoleon,  whoee  government 
seemed  to  be  alike  inconsistent  with  peace  and  with 
liberty.  The  idea  of  a  regency  suggested  itself  to 
Fouch6  and  others,  as  a  plausible  mode  of  attaining 
their  purpose.  Austria,  they  thought,  might  be  pro- 
pitiated by  giving  Maria  Louisa  the  precedence  in 
the  couneQ  of  r^ency  as  guardian  of  her  son,  who 
should  succeed  to  the  crown  when  he  came  to  the  age 
of  majority.  This  expedient,  it  was  thought,  would 
give  an  opportunity,  in  the  meanwhile,  to  introduoe 
free  principles  into  the  constitution*  But,  while  it 
does  not  i^pear  how  these  theorists  intended  to  dis* 
pose  of  Ni^oleon,  it  is  certain  that  nothing  but  his 
death,  captivity,  or  perpetual  exile,  would  have  pre- 
vented such  a  man  from  obtaining  the  fiiU  manage- 
ment of  a  regency^  in  which  his  wife  was  to  preside 
in  the  name  of  his  son. 

A  great  part  of  the  population  of  France,  without 
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hiwing  aojr  difitinet'  views  as  to,  iti»  tatme  govemr 
mmt,  were  discontented  with,  dial  ef  Buonaparte^ 
.vKidb^  after  having  drained  th^  country  of  men 
mod  wealth,  deemed  abbut  to  iermsnate^  by  subjects 
ing  it  to  the  rericDge  of  incensed  Europe.  Whea 
llieiee  were  told  that  Buonaparte,  could  not  bear  to 
sit  upDn  iift  tarnished  throne,  at  wtn  a  crown  of 
which  the  gloffy  was  ^mmisfaed^  they  wete  apt  Jto 
tiomMt  how  o&en  it  was  n^aessairy  that  the  best 
Uobd  oB  ^i^ake  fihould  be  expended  in  wadiing  'the 
one  and /restoring  the  brilliancy  of  iJie  other.  Th^ 
dawiii  Napokonalaold  amd  obsdnatie man,  conscious 
of  having  overcome  so  many  obstacles,  tiiEt  he  could 
laoi  endure  to  admit  the  eidstence  of  any  which  inigltt 
be  inEimrtBoimtable.  '^faey  bioheld  him  obstinat^ 
determined  to  retain  everything,  defend  everything^ 
vt^nture  everything,  without  making  the  least  sacri^ 
fice  to  circumstances,  as  if  be  were  in  his  own  person 
independent  of  the  Laws  of  Destiny,  to  which  the 
whole  universe  is  subjected.  These  n^n  felt  the  op^ 
pression  of  the  new  taxes,  the  terrors  of  the  new  Con*- 
scription,  ^  and  without  forming  a  wish,  as  to  the  mode 

*  I(1)aA  been  gtv^n  as^i^su^ient  ansTrer  to  these  oomplaHtlto, 
that  Buonaparte  is  falsely  accused  of  haTiiig  drained  France  of  her 
youth,  since,  upon  the  whole,  the  population  is  stated  to  have,  on 
th6  cdnlrary,  increased.  Thts  may  be  the  case ;  but  it  is  no  less  cer- 
tain that  the  wars  of  Buonaparte  consmxi^  at  least  a  miflion  of 
ooDfenptSyand  it  d^es  not  oeeut  taus  that  the  p^ulation  of  a4u>un- 
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in  ^Uch  he  was  to  besttcoeeded,  deroutly  deiiiediht 
EmpfTor^s  depoeitioB.  Bot  when  «ii  end  it  wwrmly 
desired,  the  means  ef  MUMBng  k  soon  come  to  oc- 
cupy the  imagina^Ott  ;  aad  drat  mmuj  of  diott  wlw 
were  at  first  a  «ort  of  general  nudcontenttt  cane  to 
attach  themsekes  to  the  more  deeided  iaotien  eitbar 
•f  the  irojalistt  or  liberalittt* 

These  feelii^,  yayying  between  abtolote  hostili^ 
ty  to  Napt^on,  and  kidiffsie«ce  to  hit  fate,  threw  a 
general  chilkess  over  the  di^osition  to  resitt  the  in* 
vasion  of  the  strangers,  winch  Buonaparte  had  re^an* 
edmi.as  certain  to  rmkler  the  war  national  amongat  so 
h%h*8ptrited  a  people  as  the  IWich.  Ho  effiirt  was 
ispared  to  diapd  this  apathy,  and  excite  diem  to  re- 
sistance ;  the  presses  of  the  capital  and  the  pronncet, 
all  adopted  the  tone  suggested  by  the  goremment, 
and  called  fiMTthe?^  one  to  rise  in  matt,  fbrde&nee 
of  the  country.  But  alAough,  in  tome  ]^acet,  the 
peasants  were  induced  to  take  arms,  the  nation  at 
likrge  thowed  a  colcbess,  which  can  only  be  account- 
ed  for  by  the  general  idea  which  prevailed,  that  the 


try  ii^Qreues  under  such  drcumstanoea^  like  the  growth  of  a  tree 
sulyected  to  much  pruning ;  still  less  that  the  general  result  would 
satisfy  parents  for  the  slaughter  of  their  children,  any  more  than 
the  sorrow  of  a  mother  who  had  lost  her  lufSmt  w&M  b«  Msuaged 
by  the  informatioa  that  her  nezfr-depr  neiglibour  had  been  safely 
deliveied  of  twins. 
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Emperor  had  an  honourable  peace  within  his  power, 
whenever,  he  slumld  be  di^osed  to  accept  of  it. 

In.  the  meantime,  new  butdena  were  necessary 
to  pay  the  iexpenses  of  ihe  approaching  campaign, 
and  recruit  the  diminished  ranks  of  the  itmfiy.  Na- 
poleon, indeed,  supplied  from  his  own  hoards  a  sum 
of  thirty  millions  of  francs  ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
the  public  taxes. of  the  subject  were  increased  by 
(me moiety,. without  any  appeal  to,  ojr  consulti|Uo& 
with,  4;heXegiislatiYe  fiody^  who,  indeed,  wc^e  not 
sitting -at  the.  time.  In  a  Council  of  State  extraor« 
dinafy,  held  on  Jthe  11th  November,  two  days  af-. 
ter  bis  return  to  Paris,  Napoleon  vindipate^  the  in- 
fliction of  ithis.  heavy  augmentation  09  a  discontent- 
ed and  distressed  country.  ^^  In  ordinary  times,"^ 
he. said,  ^^f he.  contributions  were  calculated  at  one- 
fifth  of  the  ipcome  of  the  individual ;  but,  according 
to  th^e  uigfncy  of  events,  there  was  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  rise^to.a.fourth,  a  third,  or  a  half  of  th^ 
whol&incoine*  .  In  fact,"  .he  concluded,  ',*  the  ccm- 
tributibn  had  Jio  bounds  ;  and  if  there  w^^y  laws 
intimating  the  contrary,  they  were  ill-consideredlaws, 
and  undeserving  of  attention."*^ 

There  was  then  read  to  the  Council  a  decree  of 
the  Senate  for  a  new  conscription  of  three  hundred 
thousand  men,,  to  he  levied  upon  those  who  had  es- 
caped the  conscription  pf  former. years,  and  who  had 
been  considered  as  exempted  from  the  service.  There 
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was  a  deep  and  melancboly  aileiioe.  Al  kngtli  m 
councillor  spdce,  with  some  heaitation,  though  it  mm 
only  to  blame  the  introductory  dauae  of  the  aana* 
torial  decree,  whidt  stated  the  inTaaion  of  the  fron- 
tiers as  die  cause  of  this  large  levy.  It  was,  he  sug* 
gested,  a  dedaration.too  much  calculated  tt>  sptead 
alarm* 

^'  And  wherefore,^  said  Ni^leoo,  giving  Wiy  to 
his  natural  iebemeircey  and  indicating  move  8«iofi|^y^ 
Aan  pruddice  warranted,  the  warlike  and  vindictivir 
putp<»es  which  exdudrvely  oocuped  Us-breasl,-^**- 
''  wheref<»e  shouldnot the  whde  troth  beioU  ?  Wd- 
luigton  has  entered  the  south ;  die  Bossiaos  Qien«ee 
the  northern  frontier ;  the  Prussians,  Austrians^  aad 
Bavarians  threaten  the  east.  Shame ! — Wdliagton 
is  in  France,  and  we  have  not -risen  in  mass  to  drive 
him  back.  All  my  alhes' have  deserted  me ;  the  Ba- 
varians have  betrayed  me«t-They  threw  UicmsefaFet 
on  my  rear  to  cut  off  my  retreat-^But  they  have- 

been  slaughtered  for  their  pains.  -  No  pea^ none  till 

we  have  homed  Municfa.  A  triumvirate  is  fi»med  < 
in  the  north,  the  same  which  made  a  pattition  of 
Poland.  I  demand  of  France  three  huadbad  ^loau 
sand  menr<-I  will  finrm  a  camp  of  a  hunched  thour 
sand  at  Bourdeaux— -another  at  Meti  "another  al 
Lyons.  With  the  present  levy,  and  what  reouuf 
of  ^e  last,  I  win  have  a  nnlUon  of  meo.  But  I 
mustlave  grcmn  meiir^not  these  bc^'^oomcripta,  Ip 
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eftolffiiber  the  faoipitalsy  and  He  offiuague  vnpon  the 
l»gliimy»-«I  cm  rackon  on  no  soldien  noir  sare 
those  of  fi'raBce  itself.^ 

^  Ah,  9ire,"  Md  one  of  the  atse&tstoie^  ^ad  tft 
timow  m  a  miggestHm  which  he  «^>pe8ed  would  gait 
the  in)9od  of  the  time,  **  lliat  ancient  France  nutst, 
remain  to  us  inviolate.^ 

'<<  And  Holland  l""  answ^^ed  Ni^leob,  fiercely. 
*^  Abandon  Holland  ?  sooner  jidd  it  back  to  die 
sea.  Councillors,  there  must  bean inqpnl8e|;iTen-* 
sA  mast  march— Yon  are  fiithers  of  fiunilies,  the 
heads  of  the  nation  ;  it  is  for  you  so  set  the  exam- 
ple. They  speak  of  peace ;  I  hear  of  nothing  but 
peace,  when  all  acound  should  echo  to  the  cry^ 
war." 

iTbis  was  one  of  the  occasions  on  which  Bnona- 
pairte's  constitnti«uil  vehemence  orercamc  .his  poU* 
tieal  prudence.  We  might  almost  think  we  hear  Ae 
Voi6e  of  the  Scandinavian  deky  Thor,  or  the  wai^ 
god  of  Mexico,  elamfflreits  for  his  victims,  and  de* 
manding  that  they  be  unblemished,  and  wctfthy 
of  IAb  bloo«^  altar*  But  Buonaparte  was  unaUe  to 
insp^e  others  with  his  own  mardal  seal ;  they  only 
foresaw  that  the  nation  must,  according  to  the  sysr 
tern  of  i4is  ruler,  encounter  a  most  perilous  danger, 
and  that,  e^n  in  case  of  suc^ss,  when  Ni^kon 
reaped  laurels,  France  would  oilly  gather  cypceas. 
Tbitf  fecAing  was  diiefly  predominant  in  the  Lagis*- 
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hdv^Atiemiafyi  m  e?  Arygqttiiifmi  r»  body,  whkiv 
eoMtiiates  luimwiT  vttnoUiy  ftom  tfae  peoflh,  hm  • 
jutural  i^tnde  to  cw^ouee  didr  oftuM. 

It  is  true,  tbat  ^e  Eroper^  ImmI  fcjr  evcty  pMl^ 
caution  in  his  power,  6ntteay«iin4  to  depriTO  thl* 
part  of  tbe  sU^e,  t)w  only  one  whidi  bad  fcMn^d 
the  least  sbackm  of  pi^Miiar  repraentation,  of  ofaty^. 
diiiig  i^|n*oacfaing  to  ^edom  of  dabate  or  tif^  of 
reraona^nmce,  and  by  a  recent  nd  of  despotic  iih* 
nora«i<m,  had  even  roMicd  ilieni  of  the  power  of 
dioosiBg  their  own  president.  He  b  said  also  «o 
have  exerted  his  authority  over  incKviduals  bgr  a 
practice  similar  to  that  practised  by  James  the  Se*- 
cend  upon  m^nbersof  parliament,  eaUed  ^Meihtg^ 
adniitting  individnalsof  the  Legislative  Body  to  ]Mi> 
▼ate  interviews,  and  condescending  tanse  toward  ihem 
<lii^  personal  intercession,  which  comng  from  a  sove- 
reign, it  is  so  difficult  to  resist.  But  these  arts  proved 
unsuccessful,  and  only  tended  to  show  to  the  world 
that  the  L^da^ve  Body  had  independence  enou^ 
to  intimate  their  desire  fer  peace,  white  their  sove- 
r^gn  was  stQl  determined  on  war.  A  comrmission  of 
five  ^  their  members,  distinguiebed  for  wisdom  and 
moderation,  were  appointed  to  draw  up  a  report  npon 
the  state  of  the  nation,  w&icb  they  did  in  terms  re- 
spiddifbl  to  Napefeon,  but  siich  as  plamly  iMicated 
tlieir  conVictiott  d»it  he  would  act  wisely  to  discontfmae 
bis  sehemes  of  ext^tmd  airibatien,  to  purohase  peace 
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by  diackimkig  fbem,  and  at  the  «aine  tine  te  rettore 
to  the  Bulged  some  degree  of  intenial  liberty.  Tbq^ 
su^jested^  thi^  in  order  to  gikncethe.compliiintft  «tf 
the  aUied  monarduB,  which  accnsed  France  of  aiming 
at  general  sovereigntyy  the  «nperor  diould  make  a 
solemtand  spedfic  deelarationydbgiirii^  all  radi  pur- 
pofes*  .  They  remmded  him,  that  wh«Q  Louis  XIV; 
desired  to  restore  energy  to  the  nation,  he  aoqnainlssd 
them^inth  ^  efforts  he  had  made  to  obtian  peace,  and 
the  '^Ebot  answered  has  widies*  They  necommmd^ 
ed  the  example  to  |>f apole<m.  It  was  oiily  necessary 
th^  said,  diat  the  nation  eboidd  be  assured,  that  th^ 
war  was  to  be  continued  for  the  sole  olbject  of  the  in* 
d^p^idence  of  the  Fr^ch  people  and  temtory,  to  re* 
animate  public  eqpirit,  and  induce  all  to  concur  in  the 
general  drfenee.  After  other  arguments,  tending  to 
e|i£H^-the  satire  advice^  ther^K>rt  <^on<duded  wilfa 
recommending  that  his  Majesty  shotild  be  js^'pplioal^ 
to  .mainlain  tli^  active  and  constant  ei^ecutio9  of  the 
laws, which  pres^rte  to  Ftendimen  the  rights  of iiberw 
ty,  and  security  both  of  p^son  and  property/ as^  to 
the  nationihe  free  exercise  of  its  poIitiQa}  priyileses^ 
Like  the '.muiie  prince;  who  recoY^redUs  speech 
wb«a:his  father's  life  was  endai^|^red«  the  extremity 
of  the  national  distress  thus  gave  the  ;power  qf  rcr 
monstifa^ce  to  a  puMic  body,  which  had  hitherto 
been  :^y  the  passive  agents  of  the:  will  oC  a  de^pf^ 
lie.  sey^?^gii.  ^  Yet  c^tafaring  the  nateire  of  the  ret- 
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laonatniiKe  wiA  die  period  ^oMmlnty  at  wfaidi  li 
lifts  made^  Nspidem  must  iM^ye  Mt  ftontwbal  ia  the 
fiNu^bn  of  the  piUriM^  of  U%  the  fMends  of  wbete 
fixner  jHNMperity  cftvie  in  the  rooiMit  of  bU  gte^« 
ttt;^tifltmte8  with  iqnMidiet  isBteod  «f  iftittoftce. 
The  L^pdalire  Body  had  been  at  leott  Mlent;  and 
acquiefcent  diirii^  the  wondetfid  period  ^  Buona^ 
party's. WQ0M4,  and  they  now  deae  that  of  his  ad- 
Tee^ty  to  giv^'hiin  wtpalataUe  adrice,  iniMd  of 
aWUng  in  this  eteei^eiicy  to  inspire  Ae  nadon  with 
eonfidenee.  A  fdnlosophkal  monarch  would  neyer- 
tbeless  have  rc|^ed  the  qnaii^  of  die  course  r&r 
commended  more  than  the  imtatiiig  CHrcttinstanoes 
of  time  and  mannet  in  which  it  was  givM  ;  and 
would  haveendeavouiedi  l^ ftank  eoB^fidratie  and 
eoneessions,  to  reco^ctte  himself  with  the  Legial^tiTe 
Body^  An  a^ftd  and  MaehiaveUaa  dqiOst  would 
have  temporised  with  the  depnties,  and  yielded  .fer  the. 
tinie^  with  the  pvfqpose  of  afterwards  repovmng*  at  a 
fitting  period,  what^er  pmnt  he  njiifbt  at  pesent  be 
obliged  to  cede.  But  Napoleon,  too,;  impefiiotts  ftor 
either  poUoy  or  phiksc^h^r^  gave  way  to  the  full 
vehemence  of  a  resentment,,  which,  d|opi^  onrea^ 
soa^e  and  imprudmt^  was  certainly,  ocmsidering 
d^ose  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  if  no  m^ans  un* 
aaliuraL  He  determined  instantly  to  proijogue  the 
Assen^,  which  had  incUcaled  audb  symptoans  of 
opporition.    Their  hall  ififB,  tl^^^efore,  shut  against 
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tbem,  and  gMided  widi^  mMms,  while  the  depatMB^ 
BaiSimoned  before  the  tbrooe  of  the  Emperor^  leeeU 
ved  the  following  singular  admonition  : — ^^  I  have 
proMbited  the  printing  of  your  address,  becflfuse  it  u 
seditious.  Eleven  parts  of  you  are  good  citizens,  bat 
the  twelfth  consists  of  rebels,  and  your  commissdon- 
ei*^  are  of  the  number.  Laind  corresponds  wttb  tbe 
Prince  Regent  of  England ;  the  others  are  hot- 
lleaded  fools,  desirous  of  anarchy^  like  the  Giron^b 
dins,  whom  such  opinions  kd  to  the  scaffii^ld.  Is 
it  when  the  enemy  are  on  the  frontiers  that  you 
demand  an  alteration  of  the  constitution?  Radier 
follow  the  example  of  Alsace  and  Franche  Compti, 
where  the  inhabitants  ask  for  leaders  and  arms  to^ 
drive  the  invaders  back*.  You  are  not  the  r^rei^ai- 
tatives  of  the  people — ^you  are  only  the  representa- 
tives of  the  individual  departments  •  .  .  .  Yet  you  ' 
seek  in  your  address  to  draw  a  distinction  betwikt 
the  sovereign  and  the  people.  I — I  am  the  only  real 
representative  of  the  people.  Which  of  you  couM 
support  such  a  burden  ? — The  throne  is  merely  a 
piece  of  wood,  covered  with  velvet.  I— I  alone  hold 
the  place  of  the  people.  If  France  desires  another 
^eies  of  constitution,  wbich  does  not  suit  me,  I  wiK 
tell  her  to  seek  another  monarch.  It  is  at  me  the 
enemiea  aim,  more  than  at  France;  but  are  we, 
thereto,  to  sacriflce^a  part  of  France  ?'  Borl  ndt 
saci4fi(5e my  self-love,  and  my  feelingst)f  suj^rioritf, 
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to  obiaan  peace  i  TUnk  yoa  I  tpMk  pmidfy  ?  If  I 
do,  I  am  proud  because  I  lurre  comrage,  and  baeiMe 
France  owes  her  grandeur  to  me.  Yes*— yov  ad- 
dreM  ii  vsamottkj  of  ike  LegidatiTe  Badj ^  aad  of 
m^.  Begone  to  yeuf  hemae.  I  wiH  cause  yoavad- 
difem  to  be  publisbed  in  the  Moniteur ,  wkh  aarii 
isoles  as  I  d^'ftmnefa.  Evenif  I  hadd«MfimMf» 
you  ought  not  to  hare  reproadied  me  with  ft  thus 
l^ul^cly.  People  do  not  waeh  theip  dirty  hatn  be- 
fore the  liF^rld.  To  oondode,  France  has  more  Med 
tyf  me  than  I  have  of  Franoe.*^ 

WMi  this  phillipie,  which  we  hare  but  iliglia- 
ly  compressed,  be  spumed  the  members  ei  the  Le- 
^skti^e  Body  ftom  his  pres^iee.  It  diq^ays  in 
a  remarkable  degree  his  natural  Teh^sence  of  tani- 
fer;  his  view  of  ihe  constitution  as  a  draml^  ia 
^ich  he  filled  up  erery  part,  and  performed  at  eoee 
the  part  ct  the  prince  and  of  the  people ;  his  eo»- 
sciousness  of  his  own  extraor^Bnary  powers,  which 
he  boldly  weighed  in  the  balance  against  aH  Wtvncet 
and  the  coarse  and  mean  taste  of  some  of  fais'expr^ 
sions.  The  suspension  of  the  LegidativB  Bodty,  the 
only  part,  we  repeat,  of  the  Imperial  eonstimtiMi 
which  had  the  least^  pretence  to  a  popular  0rigi94  was 
not  qudffied  to  increase  the  confidence  of  the  public, 
whonow  ffsw  wjknt  of  uni^  between^  the  Emp^ittt^and 
iSie^popuhr  representatives,  addecho  the  btiier  threat^ 
eningHrcumstances  of  Ifietime^  and  becamey^  mf<^ 
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dktrftcted  in  their  opinions,  And  unwilling  to  exert 
thanaelYes.  for  the  iHHiin«)n  defence. 

.To .give  a  raore  fayouraUe  impulse  to  the  inind 

of  the  nation^  Napoleon  had.  recourse  to  an;  expCh 

-diiiBtt^  which,  in  the  time  of  the  Republic,  had  been 

Intended,  witk  nniyetsid  effect,  .  He  s^it  special  com- 

jpoissione^rSf  twenty-seven  in  nui^ber,  into  the  differ 

Dent  depmrfements,  to  arouse  the  <}orpia^  ei^^gies  of 

the  inhalntants,  and  induce  them  to  take  up  arms. 

But  the  .senators,  and  councillor^,  choseu  for  this 

purpose,  were  altogether  vQid  of  the  tiBrriUe  ener- 

^es  Qf  thi^  HjEfi^bUeau  proeopciuls ;  and,  tliough  en- 

.dowedUke  thein  with  the  most  arbitrary  powers,  they 

iiad  neit^^  Jthe  furious  ?5eai,  nor  the  contempt  of  sH 

4he.preju^ce8  of^hunfi^uity,  which  had  been  displayr 

td  by  tbqse.  feijocious  demagogues.  ^   Their  mission, 

iheirefore,  produced  but  little  e^ecU     The  cqi^scrip- 

tion?  too,:  failed  to  be  the  ready  source  of  levies 

which  it  had  so  often  proved.     The  lancet  had  been 

^  often  used,  that  the  bipod  no  longer  followed  it 

J90  readily. .  .     _  j  ,A. 

Xhip  unQfiiasi^g  activity  of  Napoleon  laboured  to 
Sjupply .  tbc;8^  4^i€.npie^.* ,  ^j,  day  he  was  incessant* 
ly  f^Vffii^  ii^.  Actively  reviewing  troopsj^  inspecting 
stprofi,  and  aU  ^be  preparations  for  a  desp^ate  re- 
sistance. By  n^g^t,  the.  lights  were'  seen  to  glim-* 
mer  tate  and  Ipng  m  the  windows- of  his  private 
apartment,  in  the  uppfar.^ory  (>f  the  Tuilleriefi*  He 
succeeded  in  levying  twelve  Aresh   regiments,  and 
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prepared  to  ac^ment  his  veteran  force  by  withdraw- 
ing Suchet  firom  Catalonia,  and  making  dranghta 
firom  Soolfs  army  on  the  frontiers,  which  be  design* 
ed  to  supply  by  fresh  levies. 

The  Moniteur,  and  the  other  newspapov,  magni* 
fied  the  success  of  the  Emperor^s  exertions,  described 
armies  in  reserve  which  had  no  existence,  and  dilated 
upon  the  beau  desespoir  which  was  driving  all  France 
to  arms,  while,  in  fact,  most  of  the  provinces  waited 
with  apathy  the  events  of  the  war. 

One  of  the  strongest  symptoma  ct  Napolecm'^s 
own  conscioasness  <^  approacning  danger,  was  his 
calling  out  and  arming  the  National  Guard  ct  Piaris, 
a  force  to  which  he  would  not  have  appealed,  save 
in  the  case  of  the  last  necessity,  but  to  which  he 
now  felt  himself  oUiged  to  have  recourse.  Aware, 
however,  that  to  mark  any  wimt  of  confidence  in  the 
armed  dtisens  at  this  moment,  would  be  to  give  oe* 
camn  to  the  disaffi^^don  which  he  dreaded,  he  so- 
l^mni^ed  his  departure  to  the  fr<mtier  by  convoking 
a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  National  Guard 
at  the  TuiHeries.  He  appeared  among  them  with 
his  Empress  and  his  infant  <^d,  and  in  a  toike  which 
penetrated  4very  bo6«m,  annomiced  that,  bring  about 
to  fdaee  himself  at  the  head  of  his  army,  be  commit^ 
ted  to  the  fiuth  of  the  citizens  of  Paris,  the  security 
of  his  capital,  his  wife,  and  his  child.  Whatever 
compUunts  might  he  justly  entertained  agamst  Na- 

VOL.  VIIT.  c 
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poleon'd  political  conduct,  none  were  so  ungenerouff 
as  to  remember  them  at  that  moment.  Many  of  the 
officers  shared  in  the  emotion  which  he  testified,  and 
•  some  mingled  their  tears  with  those  of  the  alarmed 
and  sorrowing  Empress. 

This  scene  took  place  on  the  23d  of  January  ;  otf  • 
t]k^  2dth  Napoleon  left  that  abode  of  royalty,  to  which* 
he  was  doomed  not  to  return  until  he  had  under- 
gpne  strange  changes  of  fortune.  His  mind  wa&' 
agitated  with  unusual  apprehensions  and  anticipa- 
tions of  misfortune  ;  feeling  also,  what  was  unsus- 
pected by  many,  that  the  real  danger  of  his  situa- 
tion arose  from  the  probability  of  the  nation's  ^rish- 
ing  to  recall  the  Bourbons.  He  had  even,  according 
to  his  own  account,  resolved  to  arrest  '^  the  person 
of  a  man  of  great  influence,^^*  whom  he  supposed 
most  likely  to  promote  this  design.  His  council- 
lors persuaded  him  to  forbear  this  arbitrary  action 
at  a  moment  when  his  power  was  becoming  daily 
more  obnoxious,  and  reminded  him  that  the  sus- 
pected person  had  as  much  reason  to  feax  the  se-^ 
storation  of  the  Bourbons  as  he  himself  had.  The 
ij^mperor  yielded  the  point,  but  not  without  strong, 
ly  repeating  his  fears  that  his  advisers  and  himself 
would  both  have  to  r^nt  of  it ;  and  not  without 


*  Talleyrand  is  intiinated;  for  Foueh^,  to  whom  the  descriptioiL 
might  otherwise  have  applied,  was  not  at  this  time  in  or  near  Paris. 
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charging  Cambaceres  to  make  sore  of  that  indivi- 
dual's person,  in  case  any  crisis  should  take  place  in 
the  capital. 

Thus,  full  of  melancholy  presages,  he  hastened  to 
the  field,  ivhere  he  had  but  inadequate  means  to  op- 
pose to  the  accumulated  force  which  was  now  preci- 
pitating itself  upon  France. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

t>eclarati(m  of  the  Views  of  the  Allies  in  entering  France.-^ 
They  enter  Switzerland^  ccnd  take  possession  af  Oeneva.^^ 
Prince  Schwartzenberg  crosses  the  Bhine, — Jpathy  of  the 
French.^^unction  of  Blucher  with  the  Grand  Army.^^ 
Proceedings  of  the  Croum  Prince  of  Sweden. — Tardiness  of 
the  AUies.'^Inferiority  of  Napoleon* s  numerical  Force, — 
Battles  ofBrienne — and  La  Bothiere.*~'IHfficulties  ofBwh 
naparte^  during  which  he  meditates  to  resign  the  Crown.-^ 
He  makes  a  successful  Attack  on  the  Silesitm  Army  at 
Champecmbert.-^Blucher  is  compelled  to  retreat. — 77ie 
Grand  Army  of  the  Allies  carries  Nogent  and  Montereau-^ 
attached  by  Napoleon^  and  Schwartzenberg  sends  him  a 
Letter  of  Remonstrance* — Montereau  is  taken  by  Storm,-^ 
Buonaparte* s  violence  to  his  Generals.*^  The  Austrians  re- 
solve on  a  general  Retreat^  as  far  as  Nancy  and  Langres* 
^^  Their  motives.*-^  Consequent  indignation  and  excesses  of 
the  Austrian  Troops,*^Answer  of  Napoleon  to  the  Letter  of 
Prince  Schwartzenberg.'^Prince  Wenceslaus  sent  to  Buo^ 
naparte*s  head-quarters,  to  treat  for  an  Armistice. — The 
French  bombard  and  enter  Troyes  on  23d  February. — Exe- 
cution of  Goualt,  a  Royalist. — A  Decree  cf  Death  is  de- 
nounced against  all  wearing  the  Bourbon  emblems,  and  all 
Emigrants  who  should  join  the  Allies, — Retrospect  of Move^ 
ments  upon  tlie  Frontiers. 

It  was  time  that  Buonaparte  should  appear  in 
the  field  in  person,  for  the  eastern  frontiers  of  his 
empire,  assaulted  on  every  point,  were  yielding  an 
almost  unresisted  entrance  to  the  invading  armies. 
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The  Allied  Sovereigns  had  cmnmenced  t|ieir  opera- 
tions upon  a  system^  as  moderate  and  prudent  in  a 
political  point  of  view,  as  it  was  bold  and  decisive 
considered  under  a  military  aspect* 

They  had  not  beai  too  much  elated  by  the  sue^ 
cesses  of  the  late  campaign.  These  had  been  boi^ht 
at  a  high  price^  and  events  had  shown,  that  if  Napo« 
leon  could  be  resitted  and  defeated,  it  conld  only  be 
by  outnumbering  his  veteran  armies,  and  aoeumulirt- 
ing  such  force  against  him  as  even  his  skill  and  ta^ 
lents  should  find  irresistible-  They  recollected,  also, 
the  desperate  efforts  of  which  France  and  Freneh- 
men  were  capable,  and  were  prudently  desirous  to 
express  the  moderation  of  thdr  purpose  in  such  a 
form  as  should  have  no  diance  of  being  mistaken. 

Their  manifestos  disclaimed  the  intenticm  of  die- 
tating  to  France  any  particular  form  of  government. 
They  only  desired  that  she  should  remain  within  the 
limits  of  her  ancient  territory,  a  peaceful  member  of 
the  European  commcmwealth,  allowing  to  other  states, 
as  well  as  claiming  for  herself,  the  full  immunities  of 
freedom  and  independence.  The  Allied  Sovereigns 
desired  that  there  should  be  an  end  put  to  the  sys« 
tem  which  decided  the  &te  of  kingdoms,  not  accords 
ing  to  the  better  right,  but  the  Icmgest  swixrd.  They 
wished  a  total  supjHression  of  all  dominati<m  of  the 
powerfiil  over  the  weak ;  of  all  pretext  of  usurpation 
founded  on  alleged  natural  boundaries,  or,  in  other 
words,  on  the  cl^m  of  a  powerful  state  to  rend  from 
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a  weak  cme  whatever  suited  its  convenience  to  possess. 
In  a  word,  they  aimed  at  tlie  restcnratjon  of  the  Ba^ 
lance  of  Power,  whidi^  had  been  long  the  political 
object  of  the  wisest  statesmen  in  £ur(^>e.  It  is  singu^ 
lar,  that  tfaie  three  nations  who  were  now  united  to 
oppose  tiie  a^^essions  of  Buonaparte,  had  them-* 
selves  been  the  first  to  set  the  examjde  of  violent 
Mid  imprindpled  spoliation  in  the  partition  of  Po- 
land ;  and  that  they  had  reaped  an  abundant  pu- 
nishment in  the  meamre  of  retribution  dealt  to  them 
by  the  instrumeniality  of  the  very  man^  whose  law- 
less outrages  they,  in  their  turn,  were  now  comUned 
to  chastise. 

With  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  dianges  wbk^ 
might  take  place  in  the  internal  arrangements  of 
France,  in  order  to  bring  about  the  restoration  of  the 
balance  of  power,  ihe  dlied  monarchs  profiessed  them- 
selves indifferent.  If  Napoleon  should  reconcile  him- 
self to  the  general  pacification  they  proposed,  they 
did  not  pretend  any  right  to  state  objections  to  his 
remaining  in  authority.  It  was  the  military  system 
of  usurpation,  not  the  person  of  Buonaparte,  against 
which  they  ma^e  war.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  France 
could  not  return  to  a  state  of  peace  without  a  change 
of  her  ruler,  it  was  for  Fiance  herself  to  consider 
what  that  change  should  be.  The  Allied  Sovereigns 
were  determined  she  should  no  longer  work  her  un- 
controlled will  upon  oth^  stales  ;  but  they  left  her 
at  full  liberty  to  adopt  wlvit  government,  and  what 
sovereign  she  pleased,  withio  her  own  territories. 
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At  the  same  time  having  limited  the  purpose  <jf 
drair  armament  to  such  a  just  and  moderate  object, 
the  allies  resolved  to  put  such  activity  in  thdr  mea- 
sures as  to  satisfy  the  Fr^Ach  that  they  had  Ae  power 
of  enforcing  their  demands ;  and  for  that  parpose 
they  determined  to  enter  the  frontier*  From  Basle 
to  M&xtx,  from  MmU  to  the  mouth  of  the  Waal, 
the  frcmtier  of  France  and  Bdgium  is  defended  by 
the  Rlnney  a  strong  natural  boundary  in  itself^  and 
covered  t^  a  triple  row  of  an  hundred  and  forty 
fortresses^  some  of  them  of  the  very  first  class. 
Above  Basle,  whore  the  Rhine  divides  France  firom 
Swits^land,  the  fimitier  is  more  accessible.  But  then 
tins  uppar  line  could  not  be  acted  upon  without  vio* 
lating  the  neutrality  which  Switzerland  had  asserted; 
whiefa  Buonaparte  had  admitted  as  affording  protec- 
tion for  tlie  wediest  part  of  the  threatened  frontiery 
and  which,  upon  their  own  principle  of  respecting 
the  rights  of  neutrals,  the  allies  were  under  a  sort 
o£  necessity  of  acknowle^^ng.  Nevertheless,  the 
extreme  facility  of  entering  France  on  diis  side,  led 
Austria  and  Prussia  to  form  the  wish  to  set  aside 
scrupdes,  and  disregard  the  neutrality  of  Switaer- 
land. 

These  two  powers  remembered  how  little  respect 
Napoleon  had  shown  to  neutral  rights  in  the  cam- 
paign of  Ulm,  when  he  marched  widiout  hesitation 
through  the  Prussian  territories  of  Anspach  and 
Bareuth,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  demolition  of 
the  Austrian  .army  ;  nor  did  they  fail  to  quote  his 
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forcible  interference  in  the  affairs  of  the  CaQtom  of 
Switzerland,  at  an  earlier  period  of  his  histiHy.  Kus^ 
sia  did  not  for  some  time  acquiesce  in  this  reasoning ; 
l^ut  when  some  plausible  grounds  were  allied  of 
breach  of  neutrality  on  the  part  of  the  Swiss,  the 
scruples  of  Alexander  were  removed ;  and  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  Austrian  Grimd  Army  should  traverse 
the  Swiss  territory  for  the  purpose  of  entering  France. 
They  halted  before  Geneva,  and  took  possession  of 
the  town,  or  rather  it  was  yielded  to  them  by  Uie 
citizens. 

The  Canton  of  Bern,  also,  which  resented  some 
alterations  made  by  Napoleon  to  the  prejudice  of 
their  feudal  claims  upon  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  received 
the  Austrians  not  as  intruders  but  as  Mends*  Buo* 
naparte,  in  his  manifestoes,  insisted  vehemently  upon 
the  injustice  of  this  agression  upon  the  territories 
of  the  Swiss.  Undoubtedly  the  transaction  was  of 
a  questionable  character;  but  it  was  inconsistent  in 
Napoleon  to  declaim  against  it,  since,  in  the  case  of 
the  arrest  of  the  Duke  d'Enghien,  he  had  laid  it 
down  as  national  law,  that  the  violation  of  the  terri- 
tory  of  Baden  was  an  offence  pleadable  by  no  other 
than  the  sovereign  of  that  territory.  On  his  own 
doctrine,  therefore,  it  was  incompetent  in  any  other 
nation  to  resent,  on  behalf  of  the  Swiss,  that  which 
the  Swiss  did  not  resent  for  themselves. 

Upon  the  21st  December,  Mareschal  Prince 
Schwartzenberg  crossed  the  Rhine  with  the  Austrian 
army  at  four  points,  and  advanced  upon  Langres, 
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as  bad  been  previously  agreed.  Moving  witb  the 
extreme  slowness  and  precision  w^ch  cbKraderiie 
Austrian  manoeuvre^  paying  always  the  same  re- 
spect to  fortresses  without  garnflons,  and  passes 
widiout  guards,  as  if  th^  had  been  in  a  posture  of 
defence^  the  Auslrians,  instead  of  reaching  Langres 
m.  27th  December^  did  not  arrive  till  the  1 7th  Janu- 
ary 1814.  A  serious  intention  had  been  for  some  time 
manifested  to  defend  the  place,  and  it  was  even  gar- 
risoned by  a  detachment  of  Buonaparte^s  Old  Guard. 
The  ajqproach  of  the  numerous  Austrian  reinforce* 
mentSf  however,  rendered  the  preparations  for  de- 
fence of  the  town  unavailing,  and  Langres  was 
evacuated  by  all  the  French  troops,  saving  about 
three  hundred  men,  who  surrendered  to  General 
Giulay  on  the  17th.  A  division  of  the  Austrians 
was  immediately  advanced  to  Dijon. 

The  apathy  of  the  French  at  this  period,  may  be 
estimated  from  the  following  circumstance : — ^Dijon, 
summoned  by  a  flying  party  of  cavalry,  returned  for 
answer,  that  a  town  containing  thir^  thousand  in- 
haUtants,  could  not  with  honour  surrender  to  fif- 
teen hussars,  but  that  if  a  respectable  force  appear- 
ed before  its  walls,  they  were  ready  to  give  up  the 
keys  of  their  city.  This  reasonable  request  was 
complied  with,  and  DrjcMi  surrendered  on  10th  Ja- 
nuary. 

The  city  of  Lyons,  the  second  in'  the  empire, 
had  itself  nearly  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Aus- 
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trians ;  but  the  inhaMtants  showed  a  .disposition  to 
defend  the  town>  and  being  reinfinrced  'with  troops 
sent  to  secure  a  place  of  such  importance,  the  Aus- 
trian general  Bubna  retired  from  imder  its  walk. 
It  is  allowed,  that  more  activity  on  the  part  of  the 
allies  might  have  saved  this  repulse,  which  was  of 
considerate  importance.  It  was  the  only  one  whicb 
Aey  had  yet  sustained. 

While  the  Grand  Army,  under  Schwartzenborg^ 
was  thus  advandi^  into  France,  the  army  of  SU 
iesia,  whic^  was  the  name  given  to  that  command^ 
ed  by  the  veteran  Blucher,  consisting,  as  formerly, 
of  Prussians  and  Russians,  had  made  equal  pro- 
gress, though  against  greater  resistance  and  more 
difficulties.  His  army  advanced  in  four  columns, 
or  grand  divisions,  blockading  the  strong  frontier 
fortresses  of  Metz,  Sarre-Louis,  Thionville,  Luxem- 
bourg, imd  others,  passing  the  defiles  of  the  Yosges, 
and  pushing  forward  to  Joinville,  Vitry,  and  Saint 
Dizier.  The  Army  of  Silesia  was  thus  placed  in  com-^ 
munication  with  the  Grand  Army,  the  advanced  di- 
visions of  which  had  penetrated  as  far  into  France 
as  Bar-sur-Aube. 

There  was  yet  a  third  army  of  the  allies^  csSled 
that  of  the  North  of  Europe.  It  was  originally 
commai^ed  by  the  Prince  Boyal  of  Sweden,  and 
consisted  of  Swedes,  Russians,  and  Germans.  But 
the  Crown  Prince,  whose  assistance  had  been  of 
such  material  consequence  during  the  campaign  of 
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1813,  did^not,  it  iq^pean,  take  an  active  share  in 
diat  of  1814«  There  may  have  been  two  reaaoas; 
and  we^hty  ones,  for  tins  inactifky.  To  assist  in 
driving  liie  Fraeich  out  of  Germany,  seemed  a  duty 
which  the  Prince  of  Sweden  could  not,  as  such,  de- 
cline, when  the  wdfiue  of  Sweden  demanded  it  But 
an  invasion  of  his  native  soil  m^;fat  seem  to  Bema^ 
dotte  a  service  unpleanng  and  unpopular  in  itself,' 
and  in  which  he  could  not  be  so  rightfully  ^igaged,; 
at  least  while  the  freedom  of  Germany  and  the  nortk 
opened  another  fieU  of  exertions,  where  his  military 
effi>rts  could  be  attended  with  no  injury  to  his  per- 
sonal feelings.  DauD«^  was  still  in  arms,  and  Da- 
vottst  still  held  out  at  Hamburg  $  and  the  presence 
of  tbe  Swe&h  army  and  its  leader  was  necessary 
to  subdue  the  one,  and  dear  the  north  fimn  the 
otiber.  It  must  also  be  remembered,  that  Sweden, 
a  poor  kingdom,  was  not  in  a  condition  to  sustain  a 
war  at  a  great  distance  from  its  firontier,  and  arising 
out  of  causes  in  which  it  was  more  ronotely  concern^ 
ed.  Her  armies  could  not  be  recruited  with  the  same 
ease  as  those  of  the  greater  powers ;  and  Bemadotte, 
therefore,  rather  chose  to  incur  the  censure  of  be* 
ing  supposed  cold  in  the  caine  of  his  confed^mtes, 
than  the  risk  of  losing  the  only  bocty  of  troops  which 
Sweden  had  been  able  to  fit  out,  and  upon  preser^ 
ving  which  his  throne  probably  depended .  The  Al- 
lied Sovereigns,  however,  directed,  that  while  the 
Crown  Prince  remained  in  the  ncnrth,  a  part  of  the 
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Russian  and  Prussian  corps^  who  were  fdaoed  under 
his  command,  should  be  ordered  to  mardl  towaida 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting  the  force 
whidi  they  already  possessed  in  Holland  and  Bel^^ 
gium.  The  Crown  Prince  hanng,  by  a  short  war 
with  Denmark,  compdled  that  power  to  yield  up 
her  ancient  possesision  of  Norway,  Id%  Bennigs^  to 
continue  the  nege  of  Hamburg,  and  advanced  in 
person  to  Cologne,  to  assi^  in  the  coinidete  Ubem^ 
lion  of  Belgium* 

The  French  troops,  which  had  been  drawn  toge^ 
ther,  had  been  defeated  at  Merxem  by  General  Bulow 
and  Sir  Thomas  Graham  ;  and  although  the  Frendi 
flag  was  still  flying  at  Antwerp  and  Beigen-op-Zoem, 
Holland  mi^it  be  considered  as  liberated.  General 
Wina^gerode,  at  the  head  of  the  Russian  troops, 
and  the  Saxons,  under  Thielman,  being  the  corps 
detached,  as  above*mentidned,  from  the  army  of  the 
North  of  Germany,  soon  reached  the  Low  Coun-» 
tries,  and  entered  into  communication  with  Bulow* 
General  Sr  Thomffis  Graham,  with  the  English  and 
Saxons,  and  with  such  Dutdi  and  Flemish  troops  as 
could  be  collected,  was  left  to  blockade  Bergen-op«» 
Zoom  and  Antwerp,  whilst  Bulow  and  Winzenge- 
rode  were  at  liberty  to  enter  France  on  the  northern 
fixmtiar :  And  thus,  in  the  hour  of  need,  (which 
so6n  afterwards  arrived,)  they  were  to  act  as  a  reserve 
to  the  army  of  Silesia  under  Blucher.  They  push- 
ed on  as  far  as  Laon. 
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These  advances,  irhicb  carried  die  armies  of  Uic 
allies  SD  far  iBto  the  boiaotn  of  France,  and  surround* 
ed  with  Mockades  the  firondar  fortresses  of  that  lung*- 
dom,  were  not  made  without  an  honourable  though  in*- 
eflfectual  o]^po8ition,  on  such  points  where  the  FremA 
military  could  make  any  stand  agunst  the  prepoiide^ 
rating  numbers  of  the  invaders.  The  peoj^  of  the 
Cfwrntry  in  geno^  nekh^  welcomed  nor  opposed  the 
aUies.  In  some  places  they  were  received  with  acda* 
mation^-^  a  few  others  some  oppootSon  was  tender^ 
ed — they  ^countered  desperate  resistance  nowhere^ 
The  allifS  did  all  that  di8e^>Une  could  to  mabitain 
strict  cHrder  aimoiig  tbar  troops ;  but  where  there  were 
so  many  fiEeec<»ffps,-^HuhlajEis>  Croats,  and  Conadcs, 
--^whose  only  pay  is  what  th^y  can  phmder,  occa- 
sional trangreasaons  neeesaarly  took  places  The 
B^vices  of  these  irregular  troops  wete,  however,  in*- 
dispensidile.  The  Cossac^  in  particular,  mji^t  be 
termed  die  eyes  of  the  army*  Accustomed  to  act  in 
small  parties  wh^  necessary,  diey  threaded  woodsy 
swam  riversy  and  ^^len  presaited  themaiejves  un* 
expectedly  in  villages  many  miles  dutmt  firom  the 
man  army  to  which,  they  belonged,  thus  impressing 
the  French  with  an  idea  of  the  numbers  and  acd^ly 
of  the  allies  fax  beyond  the  truth.  These  Arabe  of 
tb®  North,  as  Ni4pole<^n  termed  tbefn,  always  mxk- 
Qounced  di^ir  party  as  thea^rililQedguardof  aamr 
siderabl^  force>^  fiw  wb<mi  th^  ori^ered  provisions  and 
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quarters  to  be  prepared  ;  and  thus  awed  the  inhabi- 
tants into  acquiescence  in  their  demands.  They  are 
not  reported  to  have  been  cruel,  unless  when  pro- 
voked, but  were  not  in  general  able  to  resist  tempta- 
tions to  plunder.  The  excursions  of  these  and  other 
light  troops  were  of  coure  distressing  to  the  French 
territory. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  two  or  three  cases,  armed 
mtuEens  in  the  towns,  summoned  by  small  parties  of 
the  allies,  fired  upon  flags  of  truce,  and  thus  justified 
severe  reprisals.  It  was  said  to  be  by  Buonaparte^s 
strict  orders  that  such  actions  were  committed,  the 
purpose  being,  if  possiUe,' to  exdte  deadly  hatred  be- 
twixt the  Frendi  and  theallies.  Indeed,  in  thereverse 
of  thedrcumstances,  in  which  each  had  fbnWBiiy  stood, 
Napoleon  and  the  Austrian  generals  seemed  to  have 
exchanged  system  and  sentiments.  He  now,  as  the 
'Archduke  Charles  did  in  1809,  called  out  every  pea- 
iBent  to  arms ;  while  Schwartzenberg,  like  Napoleon  at 
that  earlier  period,  denounced  threats  of  military  exe- 
cation,  without  mercy  or  quarter,  to  evary  rustic  who 
vhoidd  ob^  the  summons.  The  impartial  historian 
must  proclaim,  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  that 
the  duty  of  resistance  in  the  defence  of  our  native 
country^  does  not  depend  on  the  character  of  aman^s 
weapons,  or  the  colour  of  his  coat ;  and  that  the 
armed  dtisen  is  entitkd,  equally  with  the  r^pilar 
soldier,  to  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  war,  so  long  as 
he  does  not  himself  violate  them.     But  from  these 
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various  causes,  it  was  plain  that  the  present  apathy 
of  the  French  people  was  only  temporary,  and  that 
some  sudden  and  unforseen  canse  was  not  unlikely 
to  rouse  so  sensitive  and  high-spirited  a  pe<^le  into 
a  state  of  general  resistance,  by  whidi  the  allies 
eould  not  ful  to  be  great  sufierers.  Rajndity  in  their 
movements  was  the  most  obvious  remedy  against 
sudi  a  danger ;  but  this  was  the  military  quality 
least  proper  to  coalitions,  where  many  people  must 
be  consulted  ;  and,  besides,  was  inconsistent  with  the 
well-known  haUts  of  the  Grermans,  but  espedaUy  of 
the  Austarians. 

It  seems  also,  that  the  allies,  having  safely  form- 
ed  an  ahnost  complete  military  line  firom  Langres 
to  Chalons,  found  themselves  at  some  loss  how 
to  use  their  advantages.  Nothing  could  be  better 
dtuated  than  their  present  position,  fi)r  sndi  a  da- 
ring enterprise  as  was  now  termed  a  Hourra  upon 
Paris ;  and  as  all  the  Ingh  roads,  departing  from 
various  points  of  the  extennve  line  whidi  th^F  bdd, 
oonv^rged  on  the  capital  as  a  common  centre,  while 
the  towns  and  villages,  through  which  these  roada 
passed,  afforded  an  ample  supply  of  provinon% 
this  march  might  have  been  accomplished  almost 
without  opposition,  but  for  the  tardy  movements  of 
the  Grand  Army.  The  real  weakness  of  Napdeon 
had  been  disguised  by  the  noisy  and  exaggerated 
rumours  concerning  bis  preparations;  and  now  when 
the.aOies  leaimed  that  such  im  oppoftwiity  had  exist? 
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cdy  they  learned,  at  the  s^iae  time,  that  it  was  well- 
nigh  lost,  or  at  least  that  the  road  to  Paris  must 
first  be  cleared  by  a  series  of  bloody  actions.  In 
these  the  alHes  could  not  disguise  from  themselves 
the  possibility  of  their  receiving  severe  checks  ;  and 
under  this  apprdiension  they  b^an  to  calculate  the 
consequences  of  such  a  defeat,  received  in  the  centre 
of  France,  as  that  which  they  had  sufi^red  under  the 
walls  of  Dresden.  There  was  here  no  favourable 
scr^n  of  mountains  to  secure  their  retreat,  no  strong 
jpositions  £oft  checking  a  pursuing  army,  as  in  the  case 
of  Vandamme,  and  turning  a  defeat  into  a  victory* 
The  fi*ontier  which  they  had  passed  was  penetrated, 
not  8ubdued**4t8  fortresses,  so  strong  and  num^mts, 
were  in  the  greatel*  part  masked,  not  taken— so  that 
their  retreat  upon  the  Rhine  must  be  exposed  to  all 
the  dangers  incident  to  passing  in  disorder  through 
a  country  in  complete  possession  of  the  enemy. 

Genetsl  c^undls  of  witr  seldom  agree  upon  re^ 
commending  bold  measures.  In  this  sense  Solomon 
says,  that  in  the  multitude  of  counsellors,  there  is 
safety ;  meaning  that  the  most  cautious,  if  not  thei 
wkest  measures,  are  sure  to  have  the  approbation  of 
the  majority. 

Accordingly,  this  spirit  predominatiiig  in  the 
eotmcUs  of  the  allies,  led  to  a  degree  of  uncertainty 
in  tfadr  movemen<;s  on  this,  momentous  ^occasion, 
which,  a»  is  usual^  ^d^avpured,  to  cUsguise  itself 
under  tbe  guise  erf  prudence.     They  resolved  that 
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the  Grand  Army  should  halt  a  short  space  at  Laii'^ 
gres,  in  hopes  either  that  Ni^Ieon^  renewing  the 
negotiation^  the  scene  of  which  was  now  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  Chatillon,  upon  the  Seine,   would  avert 
his  present  danger,  by  acquiescing  in  the  terms  of 
the  allies ;  or  that  the  French  nation,  an  event  stall 
less  likely  to  happen,  would  become  tired  of  the  mi- 
litary monarch,  whose  ambition  had  brought  such 
distress  upon  the  country.     In  the  meanwhile,  the 
allies  declined  the  offers  of  such  Royalists  as  came 
forward  in  the  name,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  ex- 
iled family,  uniformly  repljring,  that  they  would  giro 
no  weight  to  any  expreseion  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
French  people,  unless  it  was  made  in  some  quarter 
of  the  kingdom  where  it  oouU  not  be  suppoMd  to  be 
influenced  by  the  presence  of  the  allied  an^y.   They 
trusted  chiefly  at  that  momait  to  the  effect  of  nego- 
tiation with  the  present  possessor  of  the  throne* 

But  Napoleon,  as  firmly  determined  in  his  purpose 
as  the  allies  were  doubtful,  knowinghimsdf  to  bethe 
soul  of  his  army,  and  absolute  lord  of  his  own  ae* 
ti<ms,  felt  all  the  advantage  which  a  txdd,  active,  and 
aUe  swordsman  has  in  encountering  an  of^nent, 
whose  skill  is  less  distinguished^  «id  whose  detemuU 
nation  is  more  flexible  than  his  own.  The  allies  had 
pres^ted  in  the  Grand  Anny  a  front  of  d^fiOOmen, 
Maresdud  Blucher  one  of  40,000,  affording  a  dispo- 
saUe  force  of  137,000.    To  oppose  this  the  French 
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Enfefor  had  only^of  old  troop6».iiidepeiideiit  of  dioae 
under  Suchet  in  Catalonia,  under  Soult  near  Bay- 
onncy  and  ako  of  garrisons,  about  50,060  men  ;  nor 
could  he  hope  to  add  to  them  more  than  70,000 
conscripts.  Niqr^  in  fiict  his  levies,  so  for  as  they 
codd  be  brought  into  the  field,  fell  greatly  short 
of  this  number ;  for  the  allies  ivere  in  possession  of 
a  considerable  part  of  the  kingdom  of  France,  and, 
in  this  moment  of  general  confusion,  it  was  im- 
possible to  enforce  the  law  of  conscription,  which  was 
at  aU  times  obnoxious.  It  was  soon  proved,.that  he 
who  so  lately  had  led  half-armillion  of  men  to  the 
Vistula,  and  300,000  to  the  banks  of  the  Elbe* 
could  not  now  muster,  for  the  protection  of  the  car 
jMtal  of  his  own  empire,  a  disposable  force  of  more 
than  70,000  men. 

The  deEesndre  war  had  no  doubt  considerable  ad- 
vantages to  one  who  knew  so  weU  how  to  use  thm; 
The  highways,  by  whidi  the  alUes  must  advance, 
fimned  a  half  or  quarter  drde  of  rays^  convarging^ 
as  already  mentioned,  <hi  Paris  as  a  cen^re.^  A  much 
smaller  army  mighty  therefore,  oppose  a  large  one, 
because,  lying  between  Paris  and  the  enemy^  they 
must  occupy  the  same  roads  1^  a  nmch  shorter  line 
of  ccmimunication  than  the  invaders  whowere  £»« 
ther  fi^m  the  centre,  where  the  roads  diverged  to  a 
greater  distance  from  each  other.  With  this  advan- 
tage of  collocation  to  balance  a  great  inferiority  in 
numerical  force,  Buonaparte  advanced  to  playfc^^he 
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most  momenUmt  aUke  ever  disputed,  iviiih  a  d^;ree 
of  mtUtary  skill  which  has  iiev^(bedk>iaatohed. 

Amyed  at  Chalons  on  the  26lh  Jniiuury,  Bnona^ 
parte  took  the  octoimattd  of  such  an  arnijr  aa  he  liad 
been  able  to  assemble,  by  the  conoeninttion  of  the 
tnx^  under  the  Mareschals  Victor,  Marmont,  Mac- 
donald,  and  Ney,  all  of  whom  had  retreated  fVom' 
the  frontier.  So  mndi-  were  the  French  corps  d^ar- 
m^  reduced^  that  liiese  great  and  ^istlngtdshed 
generics,  who,  in  former  times,  would  have  com- 
manded 60,000  or  ^0,000  men  each,  had  under 
them  all,  when  concentrated,  but  a  total  of  B2,Q00f 
to  whidi  •Na)>oleott  was  only  able  to  add  about 
20,000  brought  from  <  Paris.  But  no  one  eTcr  un- 
derstood better  than  Btionaparte,  the  great  military 
doctrine,  that  victory  does  not  depend  on  the  com- 
parative residt  of  numerical  siq^ority  in  general, 
but'OB  the  art  of  obtaining  such  a  superiority  on  the 
field  of  action  itself. 

<  Bhicher  was,  as  nsual,  die  fot^ost  in  adtance; 
and  Ni^dleon  reeolted  to  bdst^  on'  this  'actire  arid 
vrv^ter^  elnem^,  the  t^U^  honour  of  Us  first  at- 
tack^ hoping  to  irat^ris&  the  S&esian  corps  dVmn^  beu 
ifjie  it'oould  receive  6uoo<»«^  froni  thdarmy  ofi^waH^ 
imhetg.  T]tie  Marl»chft)  wtofqpprised  of^tlii^  Em^ 
rolr's  p^tpd&e,  alid  lost  n6  time  id  eoncentratbg  Ins 
fteces'at  BH^niie,  oti  tii^^-Aube;  fourteen/  ibiles  be^ 
low  Bar.    This  16  a  smjjl  village,  seated  on  the 
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ascent  of  a  hill.  The  place  has  but  two  streets,  one 
of  which  ascends  to  the  Chateau,  occupied  former-* 
ly  as  a  Royal  Academy  for  young  persons  designed 
for  the  army ;  the  other  conducts  to  Arcis-sur-FAube. 
The  Chateau  is  partly  surrounded  by  a  park  or  chase. 
It  was  at  the  military  school  of  Brienne  that  Napoleon 
acquired  the  rudiments  of  that  skill  in  the  military 
art  with  which  he  had  almost  prostrated  the  world,  and 
had  ended  by  plaging  it  in  array  against  him ;  and 
it  was  here  he  came  to  commence  what  seemed  his  last 
series  of  eflForts  for  victory  ; — like  some  animals  of 
the  chase,  who,  when  hard  pressed  by  the  hunters, 
are  said  to  direct  their  final  attempts  at  escape  upon 
the  point  from  which  they  have  first  started. 

The  alert  movements  of  Napoleon  surpassed  the 
anticipation  of  Blucher.  He  was  at  table  with  his 
stafi^  in  the  Chateau.  General  Alsufieff,  a  Russian, 
occupied  the  town  of  Brienne,  and  General  Sacken'a 
corps  was  drawn  up  in  columns,  on  the  road  from  Bri- 
^ne  to  La  Rothiere.  At  once  a  horrible  tumult  was 
heard.  The  Russian  cavalry,  two  thousand  in  num- 
ber, were  completely  driven  in  by  those  of  Napoleon, 
and  at  the  same  moment  Ney  attacked  the  town ; 
while  a  body  of  French  grenadiers^  who,  favoured  by 
the  wooded  and  broken  character  of  the  ground,  had 
been  enabled  to  get  into  the  park,  threatened  to  make 
prisoners  all  who  were  in  the  Chateau.  Blucher,  with 
his  officers,  had  barely  time  to  reach  a  postern, 
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where  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  leading  their 
horses  down  a  stair,  and  in  that  way  made  their 
escape  with  difBculty.     The  bold  resistance  of  Al- 
sufieff  defended  the  town  agunst  Ney»  and  Sacken 
advanced  to  Alsufieff's  assistance.     The  Cossadcs 
also  fell  on  the  reax  of  the  French  in  the  park»  and 
Buonaparte's  own  safety  was  compromised  in  the  me- 
lee. Men  were  killed  by  his  side,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  draw  his  sword  in  his  own  defence.     At  the  very 
moment  of  attack,  his  attention  was  engaged  by  the 
sight  of  a  tree,  which  he  recollected  to  be  the 
aame  und^  which,  during  the  hours  of  recreation 
at  Brienne,  he  used,  when  a  school-boy,  io  peruse 
the  J^rusalan  Delivered  of  Tasso.     If  the  curtain 
of  fate  had  risen  before  the  obscure  youths  and  dis* 
covered  to  him  in  the  same  spot,  his  own  image,  as 
Emperor  of  France,  cont^ding  agaiiMt^  the  Scy- 
thians of  the  desert  for  life  and  power,  how  wonder- 
fill  would  have  seemed  the  presage,  when  the  mere 
concurrence  of  circumstances  strikes  the  mind  of 
those  who  look  back  upon  it  with  awfiil  veneration 
for  the  hidden  ways  of  providence  !  Lefebvre  Des- 
nouettes  fell,  dangerously  wounded,  in  charging  at 
the  head  of  the  guards.     The   town  caught  fice, 
and  was  burned  to  the  ground ;  but  it  was  not  until 
eleven  at  night  that  the  Silesian  army  ceased  to 
make  efforts  for  recovering  the  place,  and  that  Bin- 
der, retreatii^  from  Bri^me,  took  up  a  position  in 
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the  reiff  of  that  town,  and  upcm  that  of  La  Ro- 
t&iere.     > 

.  The  resuh  of  the  battle  of  Bri^ne  was  indecisive, 
and  Ae  mor&^pni^tisfiictary  to  Buonaparte,  as  the 
«ait  of  BlticherV  fiwee  engaged  did  not  amount  to 
20^)06  nten^  and' the  sole  advantage  gained  over 
ik^m,  was  fliat  of  keeping  the  fi<id  of  battle,    JStsfo- 
leon's  piiacipid^ect,  which  wjw  to  divide  Blucher 
frttri  A0  G^d^Aimy,  had  altogether  failed.  It  was 
ttecem^9  howeveir,  tO'prodftiin  the  e»g^ement^ 
a  Victc^i  ^md  innch  pains  was  taken  td  repiresexitit 
lu3  stioh.     But  when  it  wa$  afterwards  discovert  to 
be  ^erdj  a$mart  skirmifiii;  without  any  material  re- 
iiite,  the  temporary  dedeptton  only  served  to  hajtire 
thfe  cause  rf  Napoleon; 

On  the  first  iDf  February,  Blucher,  strongly  rm- 
forced  &dm'  the  Grand  Airm^,  prepared  ^  fak^tum 
t6  assuine  the  ofibiisive.  It  woidd  ha«(e  beett^Na- 
pi^eon^s  wfeh  to  have  alrdided  an  engagemeni^^  but  a 
retreat  acrds^  th^  Aubc:;  by  the  bridge  of  L'EeiM»Bt, 
urMdi  was  the  oi^  mode^of  passii^  thdt  deeped 
sCarce^lbrdEible  rivear,  would  have  exposedhiis  re4r4o 
Af^tiviQiifm*  He  therefore  risked  a  genm?al  action. 
Blucher  attacked  the  line  of  the  'French  M  ih^ee 
points,  aseaultHig  at  bnce  the  vilbges^  of  La  Ro- 
th&ere,  Dienville,  and  Chaumont.  The^  cmdMct, 
in  whi^  the  Prince  Royid  of  Wirtemberg  dmiin- 
gui8h^4iimself,  was  hfttd  fought  dtsdng  t^  whde 


d  by  Google 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPAKTX.  55 

day,  but  in  the  eyening  the  French  were  repulsed 
on  all  points^  and  Buon«^Murte  was  compelled  to 
retreat  across  the  Aube,  after  losii^  4000  prisoners, 
and  no  less  than  seventy-three  guns.  Ney,  by  die 
iBmp^ror^s  orders,  destroyed  the  bridge  at  I'Es- 
mont.  The  allies  were  not  aware  of  the  amount  of 
their  advantage,  and  suflored  the  Fr^ich  to  retSie 
unmolested. 

A  g^mani  council  of  war,  held  at  the  castle  of 
Brienne,  now  resolved  that  the  two  armies  (aithouj^ 
liaving  80  lately  ftmnd  the  advantage  of  mutual  sup- 
port) should  separate  from  each  other,  and  that  Bhi- 
ch^,  detadiing  himsdf  to  the  northward,  and  uni- 
tkig  under  Ms  conmiand  the  division  of  Yorck  and 
KIdst,  both  of  whom  had  occupied  St.  Disier  and 
Vitry,  should  approach  Paris  by  the  Mame ;  while 
Prince  Schwartsenberg  and  the  Grand  Army  should 
desc^sd  on  the  capital  by  the  course  of  the  Srine. 
The  difficulty  of  finding  provisions  for  such  immense 
armies  was  doubdess  in  part  the  cause  of  this  reso- 
lution. But  it  was  likewise  recommended  by  the 
success  of  a  omilar  {dan  of  operations  at  Dresdei^ 
and  aflterwards  at  Leipsic,  where  the  enemies  of  Buo 
naparte  iq)ptoacbed  him  from  so  many  different  quar- 
tan as  to  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  make  head 
against  one  army  without  giving  great  <q)portunity 
ei  advantage  to  the  others. 

Buonaparte  reached  Troyes,  cm  wUdb  he  retreat* 
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ed  after  croseing  tbe  Aube,  io  a  disastrous  condi- 
tion ;  but  his  junction  with  his  Old  Guard,  whose 
appearance  and  high  state  of  appointments  restored 
courage  to  the  dejected  troops  who  had  been  beaten 
at  La  Rothiere,  gave  a  new  impulse  to  the  feelings 
of  his  army,  and  restored  the  young  levies  to  con- 
^dence.  He  resolved,  taking  advantage  of  the  divi- 
sicmof  the  two  armiesof  the  allies,  to  march  upon  that 
pf  Blucber.  But,  in  order  to  disguise  bis  purpose,  he 
/first  salt  a  small  division  upon  Bar-la-Seine,,to  alarm 
iHne  Austrians  witji  an  attack  upon  thmx  right  wing. 
Scfawart^enberg  immediately  apprehended  that  Buo- 
naparte was  about  to  move  with  his  whole  force  in 
that  direction;  a  movement  which,  in  fact  would  have 
been  most  favourable  for  the  allies,  sinee  it  W(mld 
have  left  the  road  to  Paris  undefended,  and  open  to 
the  whole.  But,  terrified  by  the  idea  that  his  left 
flank  might  be  turned  or  forced,  the  Austrian  general 
moved  his  chief  strength  in  that  direction ;  thus  at 
once  suspending  his  meditated  march  on  tbe  Seine, 
and  increasing  tbe  distance  betwixt  the  Grand  Army 
and  that  pf  .^ilesia*  Buonaparte  having  deceived 
Scjiwartzenberg  by  this  successful  feint,  evacuated 
Troyes,  leaving  the  Mareschals  Victor  and  OudiiK>t 
to  oppose  the  Austrians  with  very  inadequate  means, 
while  he  directed  his  own  march  against  Bludier. 

Blucber,  in  the  meanwhile,  having  left  Napoleon 
in  front  of  ihe  Grand  Army,  and  not  doubting  that 
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tbe  AuBtrians  would  find  him  sufficient  emploj. 
meat,  hurried  forward  to  the  Mame,  forced  Macdo- 
nald  to  retreat  from  Chateau  Thierry,  and  advanced 
Jiis  head  quarters  to  Vertus ;  while  Sacken^  who  form- 
ed  bis  vanguard^  pushed  his  Hght  troops  as  finr  as 
Fert^  la  Jouarre,  and  was  nearer  to  Paris  than  was 
the  Emperor  himself.  Creneral  d^Yorck  had  advan- 
ced as  far  as  Meaux^  and  Paris  was  in  the  last  de^* 
gree  of  alarm. 

Even  Btumiqparte  Umsdf  was  so  mudi  struck  by 
the  inextricaUe  rituation  of  Ids  affaiTs  after  the  de- 
feat  of  La  Rothierey  that  a  thought  occurred  to  him, 
which  posterity,  excqitingon  his  own  avowal,  would 
hardly  give  credit  to.  The  plan  which  suggested 
itself,  was  that  of  sacrificing  his  own  authority  to  the 
peace  of  France,  and  of  abdicating  the  crown  in 
fiivour  of  the  Bourbons,  while  he  had  yet  the  means 
^f  resistance  in  his  possession.  He  felt  he  had  reign* 
ed  and  combated  long  enough  for  his  own  glory, 
aiul  justly  thought  that  the  measure  of  his  renown 
would  be  filled  up  by  such  an  act  of  generous  self- 
<lenial.  But  a  maxim  occurred  to  him,  (suggested, 
he  says,  by  Mr.  Fox,)  that  restored  monarchs  could 
Jiever  forgive  those  who  had  occujaed  thrir  place. 
Probably  his  thoughts  turned  also  to  the  murder  of 
^eDuked'Enghien;  for  tharewi&  no  other  point  of 
pdrsonal  offence  betwixt  BuMU^iarte  and  the  exiled 
iaiQily,  which  their  restoration,  if  the  event  took  jdace 
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by  his  interrentioiii  might  not  have  fiiUy  atoned  for. 
If  x>iir  conjectuje  be  real,  it  serves  to  show  how  sucii 
a.cnme^jopeBSLtCB  in  ils  <eotiiieqaences  Jto/dbstructits 
peq>^tiatorin  fiitUib  attenipts^to  iteciF^er  tjkepathof 
vkln^  aadhonour. '  Had-Naptieon  been  realljr  aqp- 
aUe  oftllegenerolisafi^  of  «e}f-deni^  which  he  medK- 
talMMl^:heiaiiBt  hav^fbaen^iiMikdd,  inzdespite  of  ^ 
doubtfiU  fbints  ^f  hisr character,  as  one  of  die|;reat- 
est  men  who  ever  lived. 

Bnit  ibeispiEit  of  fegotiion  and  sioqpicien  prevaMed, 
and  .the  ]Hi|ie&.of  accemiflishing.th&  dkbomfiture  and 
defeat  cdT^tfae  SibaApi  i^tmy^  appeared  preferable  to 
mating, /byitme  act' of  diaintecested  detixt^n,  die 
feternalgcatitudeofdprope';  andtli^fdnlosopherand 
firfend  ef  humanity  rdapsed  into  the  •  •  warrior  and 
conqueror.  \  There  is,  no  doubt  j'  something  merilo- 
ricHisin.flie  conceiving  of  great  and  ndble  resolu- 
tums,^  even  aldiotighthey^temain  unrealized.  But  this 
{Kitriotiimx>f  the  imaginationdoes  hot  rise  to  a  higher 
scale  of  merit,  than'  the  sen^bility  of  those  who  can- 
not bear  a  tale  of  8onr<m  without  i^eping,  but  whose 
fi^m^^y-jaever^  lussilmfes  the  expensive  form  of  ac- 
.ttudchanty.   ' 

T^e  army-  c^  Napoleon  was'  now  to  be  transferred 
ftom^tfae  high  TOad  leading  from .  Faris  to  Troyes, 
to'tiwt  leading  AomtChidons  to  Parish  oh  which 
£lflGiic»^wW'"opdratatt^^  and  that  by  4ank  'marches 
through  atr  inspraeiiciAile  •  country ;    but  whi<^>   if 
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tfaejr  could  be  acoomplJiihiJ,  wculd  enable  the  FviBfth 
Empenor  jl6  aUabk  die  ^SUesiaii  Mtmy  at  un^wMM 
iaAuikBnd  rear.     !^'li0.bl«Eal.cvoaB^iMtda^  adfieh 
ooimect.voiie  hqjhway  with  anatticr  ibrodgh  Evisat^, 
axe.  geneiiaUj  acaice.paualila  in.  *(viBlif:V'*4vini  &ft  the 
poipoiife  of.  fladiByary  ia(tainiuifioada%.mnoli  hm  §k 
aa  amy  vidb  ito  joaniages  ^and  vliUei^.  :  fiiuani* 
paDbe.had.toltisccpe  -a  OMiiitry.siBlariecMlMi^ 
thidGcfes,  naziliM^  dia&6,  ditdiea,  jM'JMmieaiiwinii 
ofyetecy  kinda;  ihe  yuBMdxni^md  eiaarabto^-iimddiwit 
(atiSie  egEtrad^dinaryecacktMiis  of<^  MajTor^f  JSar^ 
bomie^  .who  cotteded  £¥e  luindrad  kxrses  fo.ezlii* 
cate^lbt^jgnns,  ihtj  mast  bavii  jwen  jdbaiidbi)pd .on 
tt^iiread.     But  by  dintof  {>eisei/enuice,Siioiiapavte 
acQoihplidBed  tMsftcted*  marcb,'  on  Wik  of  FcMiu 
arj^^^jNid  the  flank'  of  the  Silerian  army  was  in  conte- 
qtmiQe^daced  at  ht&  mevby^     They  ware  moving  on 
wtdiont  d^  least  ^uspdon  ^of '  aadi*  an  attack. 
SackeU  led  the  advaacej  the  Banrian  6ei)eral  Aku- 
ficff  J^Uowedy  and  Bkidier  hihiseif  brought  up  the 
learinth  the  main  b(Mty.    All  intent  upon  tber  ad^ 
vanoei  to  Paris,  they  wereimar^^b^  witib  caidMs 
hasten  and  had  suffMred  isnck  iargi^  int«nrd»t<»tahe. 
place  betwixt  dt^  divisiotts,  aa-to'  expose  ^m  to 
be  attacked  in  d^uil. 

BuoYMpiurte  fdl  upon  die  central  diviricm  ef  Al- 
sufieff,  at  Chitopeaiiibert^  surrounded^  defeated,  and 


d  by  Google 


60  LIFE  OF 

totally  dispersed  them,  taking  their  artillery,  and 
2000  prisoners,  while  the  remainder  of  the  division 
fled  into  the  woods,  and  attempted  to  escape  indivi- 
dnally.     The  whole  force  of  the  Emperor  was  now 
interposed  between  the  advanced-guard  under  Sack- 
en,  «nd  the  main  body  under  Biucher.      It  was 
first  directed  towards  the  former,  whom  Napoleon 
encountered  sooner  than  he  expected,  for  Sacken, 
on  hearing  of  the  action  at  Champeaubert,  instant- 
Ij  countermarched  his  division  to  assist  Alsufieff, 
or  at  least  to  rgoin  Biucher;   but  he  was  over- 
whelmed by  the  superior  force  of  the  French,  and 
having  lost  one-fourth  of  his  division,  about  5000 
men,  was  forced  to  leave  the  high-road,  upon  which 
Biucher  was  advancing,  and  retreat  by  that  on  Cha- 
teau Thierry.    At  this  village  Sacken  was  joined  by 
Greneral  Yorck  and  Prince  William  of  Prussia ;  but, 
still  unable  to  make  a  stand,  they  could  only  secure 
a  retreat  by  destroying  the  bridge  over  the  Mame. 
W^r  hegan  now  to  show  itself  in  its  most  hideous 
forms.     The  stragglers  and  fugitives  who  could  not 
cross  the  bridge  before  its  destruction,  were  murder- 
ed by  the  peasantry,  while  the  allied  soldiers,  in  re- 
venge, plundered  the  village  of  Chateau  Thierry, 
and  practised  every  excess  of  violence.     The  defeat 
of  Sacken  took  place  on  the  12th  of  February. 
Biucher,  in  the  meanwhile,  ignorant  of  the  extent 
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of  Hie  force  by  which  his  v«Dgiiard  had  been  attadc- 
ed^  pressed  forward  to  their  support,  and,  in  a  wide 
and  unindosed  country,  suddenly  found  himself  in 
the  front  of  the  whole  army  of  Napoleon,  flushed 
with  the  double  victory  which  they  had  abeady  gain- 
ed, and  so  numerous  as  to  make  a  retreat  indispen- 
sable on  the  part  of  the  Prussians.  Blucher,  if  surpri- 
sed, remained  undismi^ed.  Having  only  three  regi^ 
ments  of  calvary,  he  had  to  trust  for  safety  to  the 
steadiness  of  his  infantry.  He  formed  them  into 
squares,  protected  by  artillery,  and  thus  commenced 
his  retreat  by  alternate  divisions ;  those  battaliona^ 
which  were  in  motion  to  the  rear,  being  protected 
by  the  fire  of  the  others  then  standing  fiut^  and  co- 
vering them  with  theirs  while  they  retired  in  turn. 
The  Frendi  cavalry,  though  so  strong  as  to  operate 
at  once  on  the  flanks  and  rear,  failed  in  being  able 
to  break  a  single  square.  After  the  Prussians  had 
retired  several  leagues  in  this  manner,  fighting  every 
foot  of  their  way,  they  were  nearly  intercepted  by  a 
huge  column^  of  French  horse,  which,  having  made  a 
drcuit  so  as  to  pass  them,  had  drawn  up  on  the  cause- 
way to  intercept  their  retreat  Without  a  moment^ 
hesitation,  Blucher  instantly  attacked  them  with  such 
a  murderous  fire  of  infantry  and  artillery,  as  forced 
them  from  the  high-road,  and  left  the  passage  free. 
The  Prussians  found  the  village  of  EU^es,  through 
which  they  were  obliged  to  pass,  also  occupied  by  the 
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enemy  f  but  here  also  U^  dcured  their  way  by  ^t 
of  fighting*  This  eoipvcliiioii  of  the  Mame^  as  it  is 
called,  is  dWays  accocmted  me  of  Naipoleon's  mili- 
tacy  chef^^oBttvres ;  for  «  flank  march,  undertaken 
through  such  a  £ffleult  <x>untry,  and  so  completely 
successfiii,  is  not  perhaps  recorded  in  history.  On 
the  pthar  band,  if  Bhi^er  lost  any  t^i^t  by  the  too 
gvea^  secccrity  of  his  march,  he  regained  it  by  the 
mast^ly  manner  in  which  he  eiecut^  life  retreat. 
Had  die  army  which  he  commanded  in  person  sha- 
red' the  fiite  ^  his  vangutfrd,  it  is  probable  there 
w^mld  havebeei^  no  campaign  of  Piaris. 

Th^  Parisians^  in  the  meantime;  saw  at  length 
actual  proofe  that  Napoleon  had  been  victorious. 
Long  columns  of  prisoners  moved  thmv^h  their 
stt^etil,  bann;ers  were  displayed,  the  cannon  thunder- 
ed, the  press  replied,  and  the  pulpii  join^,  in  ex- 
tdttigand  m^^iffing  the  dangers  which'  th^e  citizens 
hfid  esieaa^;  and  the  merits  of  their  pres^Wer.       * 

In  the  midi^  of  the  joy  naturid  on  such  an  oci6a- 
lAdli,  th^  I^riJiaifs  suddenly  learned  that  this  towti  o^ 
F«i«M»dfiebletfu.was  occupied  hy  Hungarian  hussai^ii, 
«nd  that  not  <?ossacks  only,!  but  Tartars,  Baskirs,  and 
italmoi^^,  ttibeB  of  a  wild  and  savage  aspedt;  a  kiild 
of  Asiafte  Qgi^s,  to  whom  pbpular  credulity  imputed 
a  taste  &t  the  flesli  of  cMldren,  had  appeared  in' tb^ 
Mghbourhdod  of  Nadgis.  Thesd  reiiewed  signij' 6^ 
approaching  danger,  arode  &om  th6  Grand  Army  of 
the  allies  having  carried,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
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(kgent  wii  MonteteaU)  and  advaiieed  tbe  heid- 
quartaw  of  tlie  monarchs  to  Pont-siuvSeiae.  Thii 
alarm  to  Paris  was  accompanied  by  another.  SehwaH^ 
senberg,  learning  the  diaaaters  on  Ae  Mame,  not 
only  pushed  forward  £rom  dnee  ditectiona  on  the 
capital,  but  dispatched  forces  from  his  right  towards 
Provinsx  to  threaten  Napoleon^s  rear  and  commvnica^ 
tions.  Leaving  the  pursuit  of  Bhicher,  the  Emperor 
counter-marched  on  Meanx,  sad,,  marching,  from 
^nce  to  6uigne6>  he  joined  the  army  of  Oudinol 
and  Victor^  who  w«re  retreating  brfore  Schwarttoi* 
berg.  He  here  fimnd  ibe  reiafofcements  which  he 
had  drawn  from  Spam^  about  20/)00  in  nvmljKr, 
tried  4md  etcell^t  tstx^*-  With  this  army  he  now 
fronted  that  of  SchwartEenberg,  and  vqpon  the  17th 
Vehmaaty,  oemmenced  the  offimsiTe  at  all  pmita, 
and  with  succete^  possessing  hknself  of  Nangis,  and 
nearly  destrojring  the  corps  under  Count  Pahles  at 
Mormant.  The  Prince  Royal  of  Wirtemberg  inm 
foreed  to  retreat  to  Montereau. 

So  alarmed  were  the  idMes  at  the  near  approaoh*of 
their  tanriUe  enemy,  that  a  message  was  sent  t^  Na- 
poleon firom  the  allied  sovereigtts,  hy  Prince  Schwari- 
lenberg's  aide-de-eamp.  Count  Par,  fitadng  their  snt^ 
prise  at  his  offensive  moremenl,  since  they  had  given 
orders  to  their  plenipotentiaries  at  Chatillon  to  sign 
the  preluoaiharies  of  peace,  on  the  terms  which'  had 
been  assented  to  by  the  French  envoy,  Caulaincourt. 
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This  letter,  of  which  we  shall  hereafter  give  a  more 
full  explanation,  remained  for  some  days  unanswer- 
ed, during  which  Napoleon  endeavoured  to  push  his 
advantages.  He  recovered  the  bridge  at  Montereau, 
after  a  desperate  attack,  in  which  the  Crown  Prince 
of  Wirtemberg  signalised  himself  by  the  valour  of  his 
defence.  In  the  course  of  the  action.  Napoleon  retum- 
.  ed  to  his  old  profession  of  an  artilleryman,  and  point- 
ed several  guns  himself,  to  the  great  ddi^ht^of  the 
soldiers.  They  trembled,  however,  when  the  fire  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  enemy,  whose  bdls  be- 
gan to  be  aimed  at  the  French  battery.  '<  Go,  my 
clildren,"  said  Buonaparte,  ridiculing  their  appre- 
hensions ;  *^  the  ball  is  not  cast  that  is  to  kill  me." 

Having  taken  the  place  by  storm,  Buonaparte,  dis- 
satisfied with  the  number  of  men  he  had  lost,  loaded 
with  reproaches  some  of  his  best  officers.  Montbrun 
wait  censored  for  want  of  energy,  and  Digeon  for  the 
scarcity  of  ammunition  with  which  the  artillery  was 
served ;  but  it  was  chiefly  on  Victor,  the  Duke  of 
Belluno,  that  his  resentment  discharged  itself.  He 
imputed  to  him  negligence,  in  not  having  attacked 
Montereau  on  the  day  before  the  action,  when  it  was 
unprovided  for  resistance ;  and  he  ordered  him  to 
retire  from  the  service.  The  Marischal  endeavour- 
ed to  obtfuin  a  hearing  in  his  own  defence,  but  for 
some  time  could  not  succeed  in  checking  the  stream 
of  reproaches.    At  length  they  were  softened  into  a 
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iikiTge  of  broken  health,  and  the  love  ottepoae,  in* 
eidetit  to  Wounds  ^d  infirmmes.  ^*  The  best  bed,** 
^d  the  £mpeh>r^  ^*  which  the  quarters  afford,  must 
now  b6  soii^ht  out  for  the  once  indefatigable  Victor.^ 
l!lie  Mareschal  feU  th^  charge  n^bre  severely  in  pro* 
pdrdon  as  it  became  moderated  within  what  was  pro* 
biibly  the  bounds  of  trtith ;  but  he  would  hot  con- 
i(^nt  to  qiiit  the  service. 

^*  t  have  not,**  he  said,  **  forgot  niy  original  trade. 
I  will  tkke  a  musket.  Victor  wiU  become  a  private' 
in  the  (jriiatd.^ — BuchUiparte  could  not  resist  this 
m&tk  of  aitaehinent.  lie  held  out  his  hand. — ^*  Let 
li^  be  friends  ;**  he  replied,  **  I  cannot  restore  to  you 
your  col^  d'attiee,  which  t  have  given  td  (rirard ; 
but  t  will  pli^  yott  at  the  head  6^  two  divisions  of 
the  CtUtrdI  (76— -asBUtiie  your  command,  and  let 
th^e  be  no  mofe  of  this  matter  betwixt  us.**  •    '    ■ 

ft  Wad  updtl  £^6h  oe^asidns,  wheq  he  subdued  his 
excited  feelltig^  td  ai  stiEtte  of  kiliduess  and  generosity, 
that  Budnfap^rteV  p^tsdnal  cdnduet  seems  to  have 
beeh  Most  ^td^ble. 

Hiedllds,  iu  the  iheaiitime,  remembering,  per- 
hiipg,  thdUgh  mmifhtii  of  the  latest,  the  old  fable 
of  the  fktA!itt  of  art'6W$,  resolved  once  more  to  etfter 
ixYtd  66liiU^iffi{cati6n  with  the  Silesian  army,  and, 
cdHcemiXitg  ne&f  iftoyis,  id  ^cept  of  battle,  if 
BU6tl^t>^^  ^blfld  oHf^Vlt.  Hie  indefatigable  filucher 
had'aliNSidjr  remitted  his  troojte,  *rid,  being  reinfor- 
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ced  by  a  division  of  the  army  of  the  Norths  under 
Langeron,  maved  southward  firom  Chalons,  to  which 
he  had  retreated  after  his  disaster  at  Montmirail,  to 
Mery,  4i  town  situated  upon  the  ^eine,  to  the  north- 
east  of  Troyes,  to  which  hist  place  the  allied  mo- 
narchs  had  again  removed  their  head-quarters.  Here 
he  was  attacked  with  ftiry  by  the  troops  of  Buona-^ 
parte,  who  made  a  desperate  attempt  to  carry  the 
bridge  and  town,  and  thus  prevent  the  proposed  com- 
munication between  the  Silesian  army  and  that  of 
Schwartzenberg.  The  bridge,  which  was  of  wood, 
was  set  fire  to  in  the  struggle.  The  sharp-shooters 
fbught  amid  its  blazing  and  cracking  beams.  The, 
Prussians,  however,  kept  possession  of  Mery. 
.  A  council  of  war  was. now  held  by  the  allies* 
Blucher  urged  the  fulfilment  of  their  original  purpose , 
of  hazarding  an  action  with  Napoleon.  But  the 
Austrians  had  again  altered  their  mind,  and  deter- 
mined on  a  general  retreat  as  far  as  the  line  between 
Nancy  and  Langres ;  the  very  position  on  which  the 
allies  had  paused  when  they  first  entered  France. 
The  principal  cause  alleged  for  this  retrograde  move- 
ment, by  which  they  must  cede  hi^f  the  ground  they 
had  gained  since  their  entering  France,  was,  that  Au^ 
gereau,  who  had  hitherto  contented  himself  with  his 
successful  defence  of  Lyons,  had  been  recruited  by 
considerable  bodies  of  troops  firom  the  army  of  Suchet^ 
which  had  been  employed  in  Catalonia.     Thus  reia* 
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forced,  the  French  Mareschal  was  now  about  to  as- 
smile  the  offimsive  against  the  Austrian  forces  at 
fiijon,  act  upon  their  cbmmunications  with  Switaer- 
hmd,  and  raise  ia  a  mass  the  warlike  peasantry  oC 
the  departments  of  the  Doubs,  the  Saonne,  and  the 
mountains  of  the  Vosges.  To  preyent  such  ccm- 
sequences^  Schwartzenb^g  sent  Greneral  Bianchi 
to  the  rear  with  a  large  dirision  of  his  forces,  to 
sujqport  the  -Austrians  at  Dijon ;  and  concaved 
his  army  too  much  weakened  by  this  detaohmoit 
to  retain  his  purpose  of  risking  a  goieral  actiim. 
It  was  therefore  resolyed,  that  if  the  htad-quar- 
ters  of  the  Grand  Army  were  removed  to  Langre^ 
those  of  Blucher  should  be  once  more  established  cm. 
the  Mame,  where,  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of 
the  northern  army,  which  was  now  approaching  firwn 
Flanders,  he  might  resume  his  demonstration  vcpon. 
Paris,  in  case  Buonaparte  should  engage  himself  in. 
the'  pursuit  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  allies. 

This  retrc^rade  movement  gave  much  disgust  to 
the  Austrian  soldiers,  who  consi<fered  it  as  the  pre* 
&ce  to  a  final  abandonment  of  the  invasion.  Their, 
resentment  showed  itself,  not  only  in  murmurs  and 
in  tearing  out  the  green  boughs  with  wUch,  as  in 
sign  of  victory,  they  usually  ornament  their  hdmeta 
and  schakos,  but  also,  as  is  too  frequently  the  case 
in  rimilar  instances,  in  n^lect  of  discipline,  and  e^^ 
cesses  committed  in  the  coui^. 
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.To  diminish  the  bad  ^ectt  arising  from  this  dit- 
content  amoog  the  troops^  Schwsrtzenberg  pabiidw 
ed  an  order  of  the  day,  ccmimanding  the  officers  to 
enforce  Ae  strictest  diMdifime,  and  at  the  same  time 
explain  to  tihe  army  that  the  present  retreat  was  only 
tmnporavy,and  that  on  joining  with  its  reserves^  whidtr 
had  akeady  crossed  the  Rhine^  the  Grand  Anny 
would  instantly  resume  the  offensive,  while  Field* 
MaroBdial  Btucher,  at  present  movix^  nortliwsrd, 
00  4S  to  fimn  a  junctioa  with  Winxengerode  and  Bu- 
low,  should  at  the  siune  time  attadc  the  lem:  and 
flank:  of  the  enemy.  The  puUishing  this  plan  of 
the  campaign^  went  far  to  rouse  the  dejected  eonfi** 
denee  of  die  Austrian  »rmy« 

On  theevenii^oftheiiSdFebniary^  an  answer  to 
tbr  letter  of  Schwartecdbeig  wasreceiredy  btit  it  was 
addressed  eieclunvely  to  the  EmperMr  of  Austria ; 
and  while  its  ezpressioBs  of  respect  «re  bestowed  fibe-* 
rally  on  thai  power^  the  matmer  in  whidi  the  other 
members  of  the  coalition  are  treated^  shows  unabated 
enmity^  ill-concealed  undear  an  affectation  of 'con-« 
tempt.  The  Emperor  of  France  expressed  himself 
filling  to  tceat  upon  the  basis  of  the  Fradcfbrt  de- 
(daraticHOt  ^^  exdaimd  agnost  the  tenns  whocfa  his 
own  tmcf,  CaolaiBooiirtk  had  proposed  to  the  plcni- 
potentiariea  of  the  other  powexv*  In  shorty  the  whole 
letter  indksted^  not  that  }l^>oIeoB  desired  a  general 
peace  with  the  allies^  bttt>^tit  wasfaisanaaous  wislr 
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to  break  op  tke  ooalitioii,  by  making  « lepanite  peact 
mth  Auslria.  This  comtoracted  in  spirit  and  let* 
ler  the  purpose  of  die  eon^ederates,  mstinctljr  em- 
pvfiKed  in  tb^r  comnumication  to  Napoleon* 

The  Emperor  Francis  and  his  ministers  were  le* 
solved  not  to  listen  to  any  pcoposals  whidi  went 
to  si^Mirate  the  Austrian  camse  from  that  of  their 
alUes.  It  was  thece&re  at  first  resolyed  that  no  an- 
swer sbonld  be  sent  to  the  letter ;  but  the  deiive  of 
^naiii^  time  for  bringing  up  the  reserves  of  die 
Grmd  Array,  who  were  approaching  the  Swiss  froa- 
UeroDder  the  direction  of  the  Prince  of  Hesse-Honu 
lierg^  as  also  for  the  unicm  of  the  army  of  the  nortbt 
under  Bulow  and  Winsengerode,  with  that  of  Silfr* 
ata»  determined  them  to  accept  the  offer  of  a  sus* 
pension  of  hostility.  Under  these  considerations. 
Prince  Wenceslaus  of  Lichtenstein  was  sent  to  the 
bead-quarteiB  of  Napoleon,  to  treat  concerning  aa 
armistice.  The  Emperor  seemed  to  be  in  a  state  of 
hi^  hope,  and  called  upon  the  Anstrtans  not  to  sa* 
crifice  themselves  to  the  sdfish  views  of  Bussia*  and 
tbe-miserable  policy  of  En^and.  He  appmnted  Count 
Flahault  his  commissioner  to  negotiate  for  a  line  or 
demarcatioo,  and  directed  him  to  me^  with  the  en-* 
voy  &om  the  allt^  at  Lusigny,  on  Sith  February. 

Qn  the  night  of  the  23cl,  the  French  bombarded 
Troycs,  which  the  allied  troops  evacuated  according 
to  t\i€k  latest  plan  of  the  campaign.  The  French  cn^ 
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tered  the  town  on  the  24th9  when  the  siek  and  wound- 
ed^ left  behind  by  the  allies,  w^re  dragged  out  to  grace 
Napoleon's  triumph ;  and  a  scene,  not  less  deplorabb, 
but  of  another  description,  was  perfonned  at  the  same 
time. 

Amid  the  high  hopes  whidi  the  entrance  of  the 
idlies  into  France  had  ^suggested  to  the  enaaies 
of  Buonaparte's  government,  fire  persons,  the  chirf 
of  ^om  were  the  Marquis  de  Widranges,  and  the 
Chevali^  de  Gouault,  haddispli^edthe  white  cock- 
ade, and  other  emblems  of  loyalty  to  the  exiled  fa- 
mily. They  had  received  little  encouragement  to 
take  so  decided  a  step  either  firom  the  Crown  Prince 
of  Wirtemberg,  or  from  the  Emperor  Alexand^ ; 
both  of  whom,  although  approving  the  princifdes 
on  which  these  gentlemen  acted,  refiised  to  sanc- 
tion the  step  they  had  taken,  or  to  warrmit  them 
against  the  consequences.  It  does  not  appear  that 
their  declaration  had  excited  any  corresponding  en- 
thusiasm in  the  people  of  Troyes  or  the  ne^hbour- 
hood ;  and  it  would  have  been  wiser  in  Napoleon 
to  have  overlooked  such  a  trifling  moyement,^  which 
he  might  have  represented  as  arising  firom  the 
dotage  of  loyalty,  rather  than  to  have,  at  this  criti- 
cal period,  called  the  public  attention  to  the  Bour- 
bons, by  denouncing  and  executing  vengeance  upon 
their  partizans.  Nevertheless  Napoleon  had  scarce 
entered  Troyes,  when  the  Chevalier  Gouault  (the 
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Other  Royrints  having  fortunately  esoqwd,) 
seized  upon^  tried  by  a  military  commission,  con- 
demned, and  immediately  shot  He  died  with  the 
ntmost  firmness,  exclaiming,  *<  Vive  le  Roi  /''  A 
violent  and  ill-.timed  decree  promulgated  the  penal- 
ty of  death  against  all  who  should  wear  the  deoon^ 
iicfna  of  the  Bourbons,  and  on  all  emigrants  who 
should  join  the  alUes.  The  severity  of  the  measure, 
so  omtrary  to  Napoleon^s  general  conduct,  of  late 
years,  towards  the  Bourbons  and  theb  foUow^s, 
whom  he  had  for  a  long  period  scarce  even  alluded 
to,  made  the  world  ascribe  his  unusual  ferocity  to  an 
uncommon  state  of  apprehension ;  and  thus  it  gave 
farther  encouragement  to  those  into  whom  it  was  in- 
tended to  strike  terror. 

At  this  period  of  the  retreat  of  Schwartsenberg 
firom  Troyes,  and  the  movement  of  Blucher  towards 
die  Mame,  we  must  leave  the  armies  which  were 
contending  in  the  interior  of  France,  in  order  to  re- 
trace those  movements  upon  the  frontiers,  which, 
diough  operating  nt  a  distance,  tended  at  once  to  re- 
inforce  the  invading  armies,  and  to  cripple  Napo- 
leon's means  of  defence. 

It  is  difficult  for  the  inhabitants  of  a  peaceftd 
territory  to  picture  to  themselves  the  miseries  sus- 


*  It  lias  been  said  that  Napoleon  had  been  persuaded  to  save 
foB  Hfe.  '  But  the  result  was  similar  to  the  execution  of  Clarenoe. 
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i)^ced  x)nft  of  h|f  iS>^,  now  ^pms  (^^f^y  ^PO^ 

^v^^  %9  4j?^ojr  the  ^ld^vi4^ftJp  w^d?  li^e  j?i^4  f^r 
sa^,  ^^^^  wbi|#  fl^fwp^  )»  Oo  fp,  bf  ^^]^  jif, 

^;rH;h?  jBcene  pf  thjis  de^sl^iy  f^v«  was  ]§i4 

^  both  jwii,  ^y^p  tp  4^qi^tip^  Iqr  ?»pi4 

d^n  ii)to  ?w^p;i,  bec^e  repklgg*  w4  pU^^W  ; 
and,  straggling  from  their  colqj^i^f  i^  ^  direptJo»J9j 
l?Qg^ljtJ;e4  ^^  i?pe^  pf  ^?^c^  WPfl  th^  inllAbi- 
tfptSp  Thej?e  fvils  «:ib  fli^entionp^  i»  tfep  >ulIeJiiM 
pf  N^Ifpn,  as  w^}^  as  ip  t^  genj^^al  PF^s  9f 

J}ip  pefs^ts,  jfitk  tljeir  wivq^  w»d  ^jl4;rgBt 

^  (^  ^veg,  q»sn^5,  »R#  vopOf,  wb^^  ,fbP  l«te? 
lyjpr?  ^t^fY/efl  fp  dpf^b  by  the  incl^pjeji^  pf  tb^  j^§h ' 
son,  and  want  of  sustenance ;  g|}4  $Hp  f^imf^'i  ^}r^ 
If^iM  ^'^^  f?P^^'  '^4}??*  in<^^^d  the  Jwrer^  pf  ^ar 
^7  P^SffgiPjS  %  cpRvpys  of  bptb  9m}^9  ^^9km 

small  parties  of  all  nations,  and  cutting  off  the  sick, 
the  wounded,  and  the  stragglers.  The  repeated  ad- 
vanee  and  retreat  of  the  different  conterding  parties, 
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IP]^B»l#n  AS  jtbg  swings  bfi^^vpft^foirqi.  J[9  Ap 

wfiir4^  of  Spriptvx)i9»  wtifit  di9  ififsm  Mi  wm  4mm- 
li^^nd  JwM^  ^wlJiifry  W9«  ¥m«4  itgr  ik$  MA- 
€4  /tf  ^w^l^  i^  tbi  ti^  pf  misAj  v^  l«^vfw^ 

of  humanity.  The  towns  and  vUlfgfMt  wjjj^  wiM 
the  scenes  of  actual  conflict,  were  frequently  tNnrnt 
to  the  ground ;  and  this  not  only  in  the  course  of 
the  actions  of  importance  which  we  Have  detailed, 
but  in  consequence  of  innumerable  skirmishes  fought 
in  different  points,  which  had  no  influence,  indeed, 
upon  the  issue  of  the  campaign,  but  increased  in- 
calculaUy  the  distress  of  the  invaded  coimtry,  by 
extending  the  terrors  of  battle,  with  fire,  famine,  and 
sbughter  for  its  accompaniments,  into  the  most  re- 
mote and  sequestered  districts.  The  woods  afibrd* 
ed  no  conceahnent,  the  churches  no  sanctuary ;  eyen 
the  grave  itself  gave  no  cover  to  the  relics  of  morta- 
lity. The  villages  were  everywhere  burnt,  the  farms 
wasted  and  pillaged,  the  abodes  of  man,  and  all  that 
belongs  to  peaceful  industry  and  domestic  comfort, 
desolated  and  destroyed.   Wolves,  and  other  savage 
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animals,  increased  feaifiiny  in  the  districts  Vhick 
had  been  laid  waste  by  human  hands,  with  ferocity 
ecmgenial  to  theb  own.  Thus  were  the  evils  which 
France  had  unsparingly  inflicted  upon  Spain,  Prus- 
-sia,  Russia,  and  almost  every  European  nation,  ter- 
-ribly  retaliated  within  a  few  leagues  of  her  oim  me^ 
-tropolis ;  and  such  were  the  consequences  of  a  sys- 
tem, which,  assuming  military  force  for  its  sole  prin- 
tdple  and  law,  taught  the  united  nations  of  Europe 
to  repel  its  aggressions  by  means  yet  more  formi- 
daUe  in  extent  than  those  which  had  been  used  in 
MppcNTting  them* 
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€HAPTER  IV. 


Retrospect  ofMUxtary  Events  on  the  French  FronOen.^'D^- 
futian  ofMmoBt^who.dedaresmfBKOomr  ofiJu  AMm^^Be 
consequences.^-Augereau  is  ccn^[>eUed  to  abandon  Qtx  and 
Franche  Compte. —  The  North  of  (rermany  and  Flanders 
lost  to  France, — Camot  intrusted  with  the  command  of 

.  Antwerp.-^Berfftn'Ofk'Zoom  n4arfy  taken  by  Sir  Thomas 
Grahamy  but  lost  by  the  disorder  of  the  troops  in  the  nuh 
ment  of  success. — The  Allies  take,  and  evacuate  Soissons,^' 
Buhw  and  Wmzengerode  unite  with  Bhicher. — The  2Me 

^  <f  WeBmfftonfbrceebiswa^iknmffh  the  Pays  des  Gavet/^ 
State  of  the  Royalists  in  the  West  of  France, — Discontent 
of  the  old  Republicans  with  NapoleaiCs  Oovemment, — 
Views  of  the  different  Members  of  the  AiBianee  as  to  the 
Dynasties  of  the  Bomrbdns  and  of  Napoiean. — Proceedirngt 
of  the  Dukes  ofBerri  and  Angouleme,  and  Monsieur,  the 
two  latter  of  whom  enter  France, —  TJie  French  defeated  by 
Wellington  at  Orthez. — Bourdeaux  is  vohmtarUy  surrey 
dered  to  Marshal  Beresford  by  the  inhabitants,  who  mount 
the  white  cockade, — Details  of  the  Negotiations  of  Chatillon, 
—  Treaty  of  C^ummont,  by  which  the  Allies  bindthemsehes 
of  new  to  carry  on  the  war  wi^  vigour,'^Napokonpre$ent$ 

.  a  singularly  unreasonable  contre^prqjetat  ChatiOon. — Ckm- 
gress  at  ChatiUon  broken  up. 

While  Napoleon  was  struggling,  in  the  Cam- 
paign of  Paris,  for  his  very  existence  as  a  monarch, 
events  were  taking  place  on  the  frontiers,  by  all  of 
which  his  fate  was  more  or  less  influenced,  and  in 
almost  all  of  them  unfavourably.    Of  these  events 
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we  must  give  a  brief  det^I,  mentioning,  at  the  same 
time,  the  influence  which  they  indiTiduaHy  producecl 
upon  the  results  of  the  war. 

The  defettce  p(  katy  hmi  boen  comndtted  ta 
Prince  Eugene  Beauhamois^  the  Viceroy  of  that 
iiog^xf^  He  w^  ei^tirely  worthy  of  th^  trusty  but 
war-deprived  of  any  iBeans  that  remuaed  to  him  of 
accomplishing  his  task,  by  the  defection  of  Murat 
We  have  aSbm  bi^d  occasion  to  describe  Murat  as 
distinguished  on  the  ^d  of  battle — rather  aa  un- 
daunted and  high-mettled  spldier  than  a  wise  conu 
mand«r.  As  a  sovereign  be  had  little  daim  to  dis- 
tinction. He  was  good  tempered,  but  T«n,  limit- 
ed in  capacity,  and  totally  uninformed.  Napoleon 
had  not  concealed  bis  contempt  s^  bis  understand- 
ing, and,  after  the  retreat  from  Russia,  had  passed  an 
pUique,  but  most  intelligible  censure  on  him,  in  a 
.  public  bidletin.  In  writing  to  the  wife  of  Murat,  and 
his  own  sister,  Napoleon  had  mentioned  her  husband 
4i«paragipgly,  as  one  who  was  brave  only  on  the 
field  of  battle,  but  elsewhere  as  weak  as  a  monk  or  a 
woman.  Caroline,  in  answer,  cautioned  bcr  brother 
to  treat  her  husband  with  more  respect.  Napoleon, 
np^^uistom^  to  suppress  his  sentiments,  continued 
t)ie  9amc  Im  of  Iwgu^go  mi  conduct. 

M^ajjiwhile  Murat,  in.  bi^  resentment,  listened  t^ 
Iprms  from  Austrifi,  in  which,  by  the  mediation  of 
ib4t  ^t^(Ps  which  was  interested  In  the  recovery  of 
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1m  Italin  ptofittceB^  Bngkoid  was  with  dMfenliy 
ioAie^  to  Mccpiesce*    In  eomeqoMftee  ^  a  ttmy 
ibntied  with  AtutnM^  Mtflrat  deeHn«d  Mtttfdf  in  ft« 
▼oar  of  the  dBes,  and  miffdfod  «&  itttf  of  30;000 
Neopoliunis  to-  Hotne,  fer  die  psf^OM  of  awhiIi^  tat 
liiO'e]9uhioiiofthefVettchftiamItil3r«   Hevpetdiif 
occupied  Ancona  and  Florence.     There  wm  $irt^ 
in  Italy  wtt  srmy  of  30^00d  AtwtfiaM,  with  whom 
the  Viceroy  had  foogfat  the  indedsite  bank  of  Bo^ 
ymbelktf  after  wliidi  he  recreated  to  the  lifte  of  the 
Adige^  (Br  whidi  he  made  a  pfecarioua  staad,  imtil 
the  war  iraa^cHielirdod;    The  i^ipeaMnce  of  MbtatV 
anoy  on  the  aide  -ct  Austria,  though  he  conffined 
biii»i^  to  a  war  of  iWMiiainatiotii,  wag  calculated  to 
end  fldl  Ftench  ififlomce  in  Italy.    Comiter  revoIU' 
tmary  movenents^  in  some  of  tte  Cuitom  oTSwit- 
^erland^  and  in  life  mountidm  of  Savoy^  tended  aiiki 
to  dow  the  door  llifeugh  whidi  Buonaparte  had  so 
ij&en  traarferred  die  war  hito  the  Italian  PemnsuK 
*  l^tid  from  ita  nordienk  pvovinces^  into  the  heart  of 
Auatria  heradfl 

The  deftctioii  of  Murat  Itfad  Hkt  fhrfber  tSect^  of 
disconoetting  the  measuree  which  Napoleon  had  tne- 
ditated,  fbr  recov^  of  the  sotfth^^astem  fionttcr 
'of  France.  Augereau  had  neoei^^'  orders  to  ad- 
▼aoce  ftom  Lyoiis>  imd  teeeite  the  reinfeitentents 
which '  Eugene  waa  to  have  dispatched  fkinr  Italy 
«aroai  the  Al|>s«    These,  it  was  calculated,  would 
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have  given  4he  French  Mareschal  a  deciaFe  supen-. 
mtyj  which  voig^t  have  enabled. him* to  ascend  to- 
wiRrdfi  the  sources,  of  the  Saonne^  call  to  arms  the. 
hardy  peasantry  .of  the  Yosgesian  mountains,  in^. 
terrupt  the, communications  of  the  Austrian  army, 
and. excite  a  nationid  and  gueiiUa  warfure  in  the. 
rear  of  the  allies.      ' 

,  To  stimulate  more  highly  the. energies  <^  hisL 
early  comriEule  in.arms,  Ni^lecm  caosed  the  Em-; 
press  Maria  Louisa  to  .wait  upon  the  young  Da^ 
chess  of  Castiglione,  (the  Mareschal's  wife,)  to  pre* 
vaU  on  her  to  use  her  influence  with  herhusband^v 
to  exert  all  his  talents  and  audacity  in  the  jwesent 
qrisis.  It  was  a  Mi^^ular  jfeature  of  the  declension  oifi 
power,  wh^i  it  was  thought  t}iat  the  commairi  of. 
the  Emperor,  imposed  upon  one  of  his  Marescbak,; 
might  require  bdng  enforced  by  the  interposition  of 
a  lady  ;  or  rather,  it  implied  that  Napolecm  was  sen-: 
sible  that  he  was  requiring  of  his  officer  something> 
which  no  ordinary  pxertions  could  enable  him  to  per-, 
form.  He  wrote,  however,  to  Augereau  himsd^ 
conjuring  him  to  semember  his  early  victories,  and 
to  forget  that  he  was  upwards  of  fifty  years  old.  But- 
exhortations,  whether  by  a  sovereign  oc  lady,  cannot 
supply  the  want  of  physical  force. 

Augereau  was  unaUe  to  execute  the  task  im-^ 
posed  upon  him,  from  not  receiving  the  Italian  rein-^ 
forcementSy  which,  as  matters  stood  in  Italy,  Eug^Mr; 
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ooidd  not  possibly  spare.    Detachments  from  8b-' 
cbet's  Spamsh  veterans  did  indeed  jdn  tbe  Mareadial 
at  Lyons,  and  enable  him  to  adyance  on  GreoenL 
Bubna,  whom  he  compelled  to  retreat  to  Gfenevft. 
But  the  arrival  of  General  Bi«nchi»  with  a  strong 
reii^orcement)  whidi  Schwartsenberg  had  dispatched 
for  that  purpose,  restored  the  ascendancy  of  die  al- 
lied armies  on  that  fnmtier,  especially  as  the  Prince:' 
of  Hesse  H(»nberg  also  approached  firom  Switasr-* 
land  at  the  head  of  the  Austrian  reserves.    The  last* 
general  had  no  difficulty  in  securing  the  passes  of. 
Saonne.    Augereau  in  consequence  was   compdl-. 
ed  to  abandon  the  country  of  Grex  and  Fraadie 
Compt4,  and  i^n  to  return  under  the  walls  of* 
Lyons,    Napoleon  was  not  more  complaisant  to  hia: 
old  comrade  and  tutor,  than  he  had  been  to  the  other 
Mareschals  in  this  campaign,  who  had  not  aeeom^ 
plidied  tasks  which  they  had  not  the  means  to  adueve. 
Augereau  was  publicly  censured  as  being  inactive 
and  unenterprising. 

The  Nordi  of  Germany  and  Flanders  were  equal- 
ly lost  to  France,  and  French  interest  Hamburg 
indeed  still  held  out.  But,  as  we  have  already  said, 
it  was  besieged,  or  rather  blockaded,  by  the  allies, . 
under  Bennigsen,  to  whom  the  Crown  Prince  of  Swe- 
den had  lefb  that  charge,  when  he  himself>  having 
put  an  end  to  the  war  with  Denmadc,  had  advanced, 
towards  Cologne,  with  the  purpose  of  assisting  in. 
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dtiring^  Beljjiiiiii  <if  ^t  FiMch,  Md  tfavn  ^Hdrfag 
Trtmee  horn  that  dipedaody  ingaptiort  of  tbd  Sik^ 
gboB  vmy^  The  Citwil  Prikice  riiowod  na  penotiAl 
wiilingilOsallDmigl^illAuimviibnofFrfllice.  The 
ouuetifiiicl]  nugUtdeter  Um  hatdi)een  tix^aiy  obn-* 
j60ttixod«r  l^eBoyfdistt  aided  «tio^ier,t)iitt  be  had 
feiaiied'  vieira  of  placmg  himself  st  the  hesd  of  the 
gopmttaMd  of  Biiadoef  wbidi  the  allied  mofiavcba  de^ 
oUaed  ttf  gistify*  It  is  oortaili  tfaat^  wh^hor  fitodk 
dMdYMofprudenceor  eetrangettieiit^'hoirite^  afkcr 
hia  amnd  in  Flandera^  no  lomgef  to  he  tonM^tod  m 
fl(h  acture  tunmberof  the  coalitioik 

la  die  tbemitimey  Anfwvrp  wai  bntvelf' and  sci* 
eUtifibaUy  dtfended  by  the  veCOraa  rq^utiK^aii^  Car- 
not;  ISna  celebtated  statemum  «nd  eoghieei'  bad 
dwitys  Opposed  bhntdf  to  ttie  sttidi^  triitli  Na«> 
pd»nimade  towarda  arlntrary  poweiv  and^  had  ro^ 
ted  agamst  Ut'  eketion  to  the  sitaation  i^Com^ 
forlifay  andAat  of  Evsperot.  K  does  not  ajqaiej^ 
that  Napoleon  resented  this  opposhion.^  Ho  lifad- 
bdsotobUgodi  torGamoe  beftnre  faia  nneauispled  tite, 
andiafitsMardt  bowB^a^  &tliibidftdofU  i^to^ 
caihae:  bia^btr  to  bo  pml  at'  a  motsait  otfmbBLinm^ 
meart^  C^ot^  ad  Uxs  part;  took  tbe  innrtiM  of 
Franao  aa  a  signed  tbr  ovoiy  BreMbniao  tvtue  hk 
talenta  in' tbarrpnUic  deftneeji  add,  ^tttkrg  His  ser& 
Ylam^to  the  Bb^Mmt;  wai^imimiediirith  tl»  oom^ 
mandMofitetn^rpi^ 
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Ber^n-op-Zoom  was  also  still  occupied  l^  ihe 
French.  This  city,  one  of  the  most  8m>ngly  fortt- 
fied  in  the  world,  was  nearly  taken  l^  a  coup  d&- 
main,  by  Sir  Thomas  Graham,  After  a  nigfat-at- 
iack  of  the  boldest  description,  the  British  columns 
were  so  &r  successAil,  that  all  ordinary  obstaeki 
seemed  overc<Hne.  Bnt  their  success  was  followed 
by  a  d^pree  of  di8<»rder  wUdi  rmdered  it  munratl- 
ing,  and  many  of  the  troops  who  had  enteved  the 
town  were  killed,  or  obliged  to  surrender.  Thus  an 
enterpriser  ably  planned  and  bravdy  executed,  mis- 
carried even  in  the  moment  of  yictoiy,  hj  accidents 
for  which  neither  the  general  nor  the  officers  hnrao- 
diatdy  in  command  could  be  justly  held  responsiUe. 
General  Graham  was,  howerar,  reinforced  fram  Eiq;- 
land,  and  was  still  cabled,  widi  the  bdp  of  the 
Swedes  and  Danes,  as  well  as  Dutch  and  Fknidi 
corps,  to  check  any  sallies  from  Bergen  or  from  Ant- 
werp. 

The  liberation  of  the  Low  Countries  being  so 
nearly  accomplished,  Bulow  pressed  forward  on  La 
Fere,  and  finally  occupied  Laon.  Here,  upon  the 
26th  of  February,  he  formed  a  junction  with  Win* 
zengerode,  who,  bequeathing  JuBers,  VenH>o,  and 
Maestricht,  to  the  observadon  of  the  Crown  I^rinoe, 
marched  throi^  the  forest  of  Ardenoes.  Soissons 
offered  a  Acm  of  desperate  resistance,  but  the  com- 
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fAxiUni  lieittg  killed,  tbt  pl^ce  was  dolirered  up. 
This  was  on  the  18th  F^rmtry)  and  the  alliei  ought 
t6  bare  held  this  im{k>rt«il  place.  But  in  thtir 
haste  to  join  PHliceKucber^tbey  evicUated  Soiasomi^ 
.trfaid^  M(»rtier  cailaed  to  be  presently  re^octu})ied  by 
A  stCQilg  Fren^  gurriseil*  The  poaaeaaito  of  thia 
%oim  became  d»»nly  a^rwi^rds  a  matter  d£  greai 
^onseqneiK^  ,  Intiieinielustiflle,  Biil6w  mni  Winzei^ 
"gatdj^  with  ibkit  t^  addltioBal  a:roQita^  enti^rod  intd'' 
JcanmnMicattob  widi  BUtefaer^  of  ^hcmi  they  n«w 
iaxmeld  dw  rtar-guardi  aed  mor^  thiiti  restored  to 
hiaa  the  advantage  he  had  lost  bgr  the  defci^  at 
-Sfonimirail  and  Ghanifieaubert. 

On  die  sc^th^w^stdrn  fi>6ntier  the  horkon  s^emiM 
yet  darker.  The  Ddco  of  Wditiiq;teli  h^^ir^  eb- 
'tkreA  ^^afti,  #as  Mbout  to  force  his  way  thiMmgh  tl^ 
i^xm^  tountry^  called  th&  Paya  des  Gavh9\  the  land, 
-ihift  ie^  df  die  ravines  fofined  by  nve^  abd  tonents. 
He  maintained  such  severe  discipline,  and  paid  with 
-auefa  r^ttUoity  ftr  thd  su{f>Iies  which  te  n^ded 
-lifom  the  ceufttty,  that  h^  Iras  voluntarily  futnish- 
«d  with  provkioas  of  ^vf&cy  kind ;  irhile  tl^  -wtiefy 
ti  Sovit,  though  slaUoteed  im  the  Mar^seh^'s  own 
countrj^,  obtaiaed  «one»  sive  by  the  cicanty  and  un- 
mUXtfif;  meafd  cf  Inilitary  re^psMim.  In  omM- 
jqneiioe  of  tUa  strict  'discifdi]^o»  Ibe  pces^nite  i»f  the 
firitiah  trootw  was  ftr  from  b^i^  distridising  to  Ihe 
country ;  and  some  efforta  made  by  General  Harispe, 
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ti^  mte  g««fillu  HMBg  Us  foaatfjAiaii,  iftt  i 
to  «ct  en  die  Doke  #f  WeHuigloA^s  raur,  booane  lo« 
cij%  intflepCfMiL  Tke  onH  aen-pwt  town  o(  Sl« 
JeMi  ck  Iau  Mipplud  tke  EagUih  any  mtM  jkkh 
viiioi^  and  i«u(loiiqnMnl«.  llie  aotnritjr  of  Ei^^ 
ftih  Mwm^ot  opiediiy  Mnt  €ai||iM9  of  cimy  Undl 
into  the  harbour,  where  before  were  cmlyio  be  am 
af^fidiaagOmitB.  The  goads  wte  haM  vnler 
aariff<tf  dttfies  sattkaiiy  tl»  Pnka  af  Wdfo|^  I 
and  «a  ^adad  liha  Oontkiaiital  Syaten 

In  llie  maantiine,  Aa  sttiAe  4)1  the  weat  «f  Fianot 
<rasfttch  Mh^outthe  higinal  ydkaoat  r^snhs  ta 
the  Bmiiii>  in  caaa  thay  afaauU  be  aUa  ta  areaoonif 
^e  •obatadas  pnaented  hy  ^the  9tmmg  ^atomdiad 
eaaip  ait  Baymne,  on  whidi  Savlt  raMd  JnB  lOf^ 
flittk,  cstendnig  «  fiae  nf  gftact  aiiwngtk  upon  tha 
Adoar  and  1^  naif^Aouring  Gfawas. 

We  have  pentionad  abandy  the  nan&deaacy  af 
RoysBBts,  whicii  was  aaw  in  AH  aokiTi^^  and  ex- 
pended by  4aidifid  agents  thrangh  ihe  whdb  west  of 
l^mnee.  They  wave  now  at  their  paat,  and  prepanng 
e^rerything  lor  an  e^ifloaon.  The  pelioe  of  Bnonar 
parte  wcare  nritber  ignarant  of  tfe  existMioe  or  pnr«- 
pose  ef  this  eone^acy,  hut  ti^y  <niafe  unable  to  job- 
«ain  such  preciae  inKmnation  as  ahoaid  detect  and 
enishtt.  The  two  Messrs  dePaliipue  ware  deeply 
engaged,  and,  beoanang  die  suiigaots  of  su^ician^  h 
<Wftsea9ybyadesteronaandapeedyAgbtfBoio  Itea^ 
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that  .tbej  eluded  captivity,  or  perhaps  death.  Tbejr 
sacceeded  in  reaching  the  army  of  the  allies^  wad 
were^  it  is  believed,  the  first  who  conv^ed  to  the 
Empevor  Alexander  an  exact  state  of  the  royat  patty 
in.  the  interior  of  France,  particularly  in  the  capital^ 
which  made  a  powerful  impressioa  on  the  mind  of 
that  prince. . 

Throughout  the  west  of  France  there  started  up  m 
thousand  agents  of  a  party,  which  were  bow  to  awake 
irom  a  sleep  of  twenty  years.  Bourdeaux,  with  it&i 
loyal  mayor^  Count  Lynch,  and  the  greater  part  of  its 
citisens,  was  a  central  poiut  of  the  association.  A  great 
pari  of  the  inhabitants  were  ^cretly  regimented  md 
embodied,  and  had  arms  in  their  possession,  and  artiU 
lery,  gunpowder,  and  ball,  concealed  in  their  ware- 
houses. The  celebrated  La  Rochejacquelein/  mado 
immortal  by  the  simple  and  sublime  narrative  of  his 
consort,  solicited  the  cause  of  the  rojralists  at  the 
English  head-quarters,  and  made  repeated  and  peril- 
ous  journeys  from  thence  to  Bourdeaux,  and  back 
again.  Saintonge  and  La  Vendue  were  organize^ 
for  insurrection  by  a  loyal  clergyman,  the  Abbe  Jar 
qualt.  The  brothers  of  Roche-Aymofi  prepared 
Perigord  for  a  struggle.  The  Duke  of  Duras  bad 
engaged  a  thousand  gentlemen  at  Touraine>  Lastly^ 
the  Chouacs  had  again  prepared  for  a  rising  under 
the  Count  de  Yitray,  and  Tranquille,  acelebrate^ 
leader,  called  Le  Capitaine  sans  peur*    Numerous 
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bands  of  refractory  conscripted  rendened  despctate  hf 
tikdr  state  of  otUlawiy,  were  reaidy  at  Angers,  Nantes, 
mad  Orleans,  to  lake  iemns  in  the  cause  of  the  Bour- 
bons, under  the  Count  de  TOrge,  Monsieur  d^  Airac, 
Coutit  Charles  d'Autichamp,  the  Count  de  Suaan- 
pSfSt,  and  Cadoudaly  brother  of  the  celebrated  Georges, 
and  his  eqiial  in  courage  and  resolution.  But  all  de* 
sored  the  previous  advance  oiiheBlue'Flinis^  as  they 
called  the  EngUsh,  their  oim  being  of  a  different  co- 
lour. Trammelled  by  the  negotiation  at  Chatillom, 
and  various  other  political  impediments,  and  anxious 
especially  not  to  lead  these  high-spirited  ^gestlBsnen 
into  danger^  by  encouraging  a  premature  rising,  the 
English  r&inisters  at  home,  and  the  English  generld 
in  JPrance,  were  obliged  for  a  time  to  restrain  riMther 
than  encourage  the  forward  seal  of  the  Royalists. 

Such' caution  wns  the  more  necessai7,  as  there  ex- 
isted at  the  same  time  another  conspiracy,  also  direct- 
ed agidnst  Buonaparte^s  person,  or  at  least  his  authe- 
rity ;  imd  it  was  of  importance  that  neither  should 
eifplckle  until  some  means  could  be  found  of  prevent- 
ing their  cheeking  and  icountehicting  each  other. 
This  second  dass  of  malcontents  consisted  of  tho^, 
who,  like  Buonaparte  himself,  owed  their  political 
consequence  to  the  Revolution;  and  who,  without 
regard  to  the  Bourbons,  were  desirous  to  get  free 
of  the  tyranny  of  Ni^oleon.  These  were  the  dis^ 
appointed  and  de^^raded  Republicans,  the  deceived 
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ConttttationiitiBUk  sU  who  bad  boped  Mel  eifeet- 
,ed  that  die  Htvohitim  ifMld  hts^^  ]^avdd  ^^  kti^ 
for  a  free  gufeimuMlt,  in  irUdi  th»  oateer  ef  |M- 
fendelkt  ihouU  be  cpktk  to  taltnta  df  et«ry  detf^^ 
tkm,^-^  iMtery  in  ^hic^  doi^lesiis  «acli  b«{>^ 
ibat  hia  oirn  abffirtte  would  gaifi  ao»e  ifiiportaailt 
pnl».  Tbetcefrtteof  Napolecnhadw^i^iedhaiidb 
ufbrn  tldi  daag  than  ^e^en  upon  Ibe  lU^adbis.  He 
bad  no  cKsHbr  to  tHe  principles  ct  tfat  lalUr,  ab- 
•taiaoledfytooiKiderod^  be  Ibh  iMUttd  TOipatl  for  their 
:  bbrlh «bd  tilksa,  and oafy msdml to DranailNr  Iheirtf- 
vAolaoiBi  fiNna  the  Hooso  of  Bmnrboti,  and  to  Mtudi 
tbemtolliatctfNapofecni*  Aoeordingly,  he  dktrtbo- 
ted  em^kymetats  and  bcmouni  amoi^  fioch  of  tb(^  otd 
nMblesae  as  ooidd  be  brought  to  accept  ibem,  and  ob- 
vioQsIjr  feK  pride  in  drawing  to  bis  Court  nanids  and 
titles^  known  in  the  earlier  periods  of  FreschMi^ry. 
Sesides^  imtil  dromnstaboei  shook  bis  tbt^e,  and 
ttlarged  theiir  Means  of  iqjarii^  bim^  be  considefiHid 
the  ttumber  of  the  Royidists  as  atBBXk,  and  tbttr  poWer 
«  despicable.  But  ifirom  those  acttrespMts,  who  had 
traded  in  reYdution  after  levolution  for  so  many 
years,  hebad  much  more  both  to  ftwriind  to  dislike, 
especialty  m  tbcy  were  now  understood  to  be  headed 
by  his  ex-minister  Talleyrand,  with  whose  tideats, 
bbth  for  sdicming  and  executing  political  cfam^eb, 
he  had  so  mudi'  reason  to  be  acquaintod.  To  this 
4iam  of  bis  enemies  be  imputed  the  hardy  attempt 
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Hhi^  W^  ^fde,  not  wUIiout  ftgitft^fi^  af  fHicceM,  t^ 
PT^iirpw  |i^  i^Tcaiiqient  (luring  his  ^b^nce  i^ 
Rmsiiu  ^'  You  li&Yo  tJbe  tail,  but  not  tbe  liead^"* 
]|^  b^9t)  U^o  wo^s  (jt^  the  principal  conspirator,  wJien 
nbml  to  1)0  fnrje)Ci}UMi  p  ^ud  tbey  t^till  nmg  in  the  eara 
Si§  B||Q|)a|iaPte.  It  wm»  gcmenjl^  aupposccU  that  hif 
I^HW  stfy  in  Faiifl,  ere  he  again  too|(  the  Geld  ^|g»iQ«t 
ihiQ  4^i^  ^«s  dic^ted  <by  his  fear  of  som^  similar  ex- 
pjh^9^A^<^M4l^'s(^oxiapinu7-  Whoth^tbeso 
Iw  m^f^^  cjfisses  of ^  enemiesof  Puopaparte  com- 
municated with  each  other,  we  have  no  oppojrtuiUtjr  ^ 
•Jdiof^ingy  t^  they  both  had  intercouiiBO  with  the  al- 
^6f^  Th^  of  TaJJeyxand's  faction  ir«3»  FC  bpli^Yf^ 
jpAH^ined  ^  :tl^  cpurt  of  I^mdon,  throqgh  mofMl^ 
.of  #  near  relation  of  his  own,  who  visited  England 
j^iHFtly  bofiMre  the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  which 
we  tce^  Wo  have  no  douht,.that  thrp^gh  som^  si- 
miliur  podiMni  Ti^llcyrand  held  c^mmunicatiop  with 
the  3our];K)ns  \  and  that,  ip  the  same  manner  as  tha 
Ei^li^  RestoEttion  was  borought  abpiit  by  a  uniop 
betYfOOB  -the  Cavaliers  and  PnesbyterimBf  th^i^e  wj|s 
eTQB  &c»i  upon  foot  some  treaty  of  ^ccpipmodatioq, 
\xf  which  the  exiled  monarch  was,  in  regaining  the 
crown,  to  have  the  assistance  of  those,  whoin,  for 
want  of  ^pother  name,  we  shall  call  Constitutional- 
isls,  it  being  undorstood  that  his  government  was  to 
be^^ablisbed  on  tlie  basis  i)f  a  free  model. 

It  vvas  f>f  the  greatest  impox(a9<;(^.that  both  these 
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factions  should  be  cautious  in  their  movements,  until 
it  should  appear  what  course  the  Allied  Monarchs 
were  about  to  pursue  in  the  impending  negotiation 
with  Buonaparte.  The  issue  of  this  was  the  more 
dubious,  as  it  was  generally  understood  that  though 
the  Sovereigns  were  agreed  on  the  great  point  of  de- 
stroying, on  the  one  hand,  the  supremacy  of  France, 
and,  on  the  other,  in  leaving  her  in  possession  of  her 
just  weight  and  influence,  they  entertained  a  Aitk^ 
rence  of  opilaion  as  to  the  arrangement  of  her  future 
government . 

The  Prince  Regent  of  England,  from  the  genero- 
sity of  his  own  disposition,'  as  well  as  from  a  clear 
and  comprehensive  view  of  fiiture  possiHlities,  enter- 
tained views  favourable  to  the  Bourbons.  This  illuff- 
trious  person  justly  conjectured,  that  free  institutions 
would  be  more  likely  to  flourish  under  the  restored 
family,  who  would  receive  back  their  crown  under 
conditions  favourable  to  freedom,  than  under  any 
modification  of  the  revolutionary  system,  which  must 
always,  in  the  case  of  Buonaparte's  being  permitted 
to  reign,  be  felt  as  implying  encroachments  on  his 
imperial  power.  The  Bourbons,  in  the  case  pre- 
sumed, might  be  supposed  to  count  their  winnings, 
in  circumstances  where  the  tenacious  and  resentful 
mind  of  Napoleon  would  brood  over  his  losses  ;  and 
it  might  be  feared,  that  with  a  return  of  fortune  he 
might  struggle  to  repair  them.  But  there  were  mi- 
nisters in  the  British  cabinet  who  were  afraid  of  in? 
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ciirring  the  imputatioii  of  protractiiig  the  war  by 
annouiicmg  England^  adc^on  of  the  cause  of  the 
Bourbons,  whkh  was  now  of  a  date  somewhat  anti- 
quitated,  and  to  which  a  sort  of  unhappy  fatality  had 
hitherto  been  annexed.  England'^s  interest  in  the 
royal  cause  was^  therefore,  limited  to  good  widies. 

The  Emperor  Alexander  shared  in  theindkiatioa 
which  all  sovereigns  must  haye  £^  towards  this  un- 
happy family,  whose  cause  was  in  some  degree  that  of 
princes  in  general.  It  was  understood  that  Moreau^s 
engi^ement  with  the  Russian  Monarch  had  been 
founded  upon  an  express  assurance  on  the  part  of 
Alexander,  that  the  Boiirbons  were  to  be  restored  to 
the  Crown  of  France  under  the  limitations  of  a  finee 
constitution.  Prussia,  from  her  dose  alliance  with 
Russia,  and  the  personal  causes  of  displeasure  whidi 
existed  betwixt  Frederick  and  Napoleon,  was  certun 
to  vote  for  the  downfidl  of  the  latter. 

But  the  numerous  armies  of  Austoia,  and  her  vi- 
<;inity  to  the  scene  of  action,  rendered  her  aid  indis- 
pensable to  the  allies,  while  the  alliance  betwixt  her 
Imperial  house  and  this  once  fortunate  soldier,  threw 
much  perplexity  into  their  councils.  It  was  belteved 
that  the  Emperor  of  Austria  would  insist  ,upo& 
Buonaparte^s  being  admitted  to  treat  as  Sovereign 
of  France,  providing  the  latter  gave  sufficient  evi- 
dence that  he  would  renounce  his  pretensions  to 
•general  supremacy ;  or,  if  he  continued  unreasons- 
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V^  obitiofiee,  %}M  d^  JSmffm^  Firaiwcis  «roaId  4§^ 
•m  lb«(  ft  f^g^ncj  BhavHA  fa?  lepilahlished^  ^th  M^r 
rU  Lmim  ftt  Us  bend*  SM^heir  eofirsc^,  if  ad^pM/ 
»0ald  hare  l)e^  •  df#lb VU?^  Ho  the  hopefi  of  Uie 
exiled  f9m^y  of  Boml^oB* 

Ajnid  du8  uQpGr^iNby,  4)10  Pmc«  pf  tb^  Hwm 
#f  Btturbon  ^nU^Qtljr  det^^wmed  $0  gnek  tbdr  pwn 
fteDBOW  ia  Ffwce,  ^iic}  tifr  ^b^  jbeir  fciQ«0i)ce  pigii^ 
do  lo  awiifce jiMMRent  r€ffi»«D|bp«EiQo«  a»  a  ciuisiK)  w« 

AlihoAigfc  %he  fiMtfi  iOlinu^try  tcrf^sefl  to  afforc} 
jmy  dirtot  covml^ii^iiee  :to  t|^  «$hf0|ie9  of  the  Bwr- 
ten  fiunily,  ihejr  eould  QOt)  i^  orijlp^^ry  jugtice^  deii^ 
•febe  more  aetive  mepobe^s  of  4bat  ^^^py  race  tb^ 
Areedom  of  ^WJOg  m  tbey  tbeBf^ifcs  migbt  judg^ 
flno8tforibeiole«efiitofibeircHH}«eaRdadbei^nt8«  To 
itbdirapplicatioiia for  permiflsioB t9 dep^t for  France 
tbey  receiyed  from  the  Bri^b  mipkitrjr  :tbe  repl]r» 
4bat  llie  Princes, cf  tbe  Smt^  of  Boorb(Mi  were  the 
•guests,  Boi  die  pcisoBexs^  ef  ,^tain ;  wd  ritbougb 
^e  present  elate  of  pubUc  affiurs  pree}|>ded  her  &om 
iM^ressljr  antbomsiAg  apy  step  wbidi  they  migbt 
llfahik  proper  to  .UkSf  yet  ibey  mete  fir^e  to  quit  her 
itenttories,  and  return  to  them  at  their  .pleasure. 
fUnder  a  sanctm  eo  i^n^rol,  the  Duke  d' Angouleme 
-set  sail  totr  St  Jean  de  Lus,  to  join  the. array  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington »  tbe  PUke  de  Bcirri  fi^r  J^?sey» 
-19  «arresp(md  with  tbe  Royalis|;8  of  Brittimy ;  and 
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Homimr  fer  Helhitid,  fiwAwMdi  lit  gaftned  di^ 
frotalien  <^S^ii»ierkiMi,  and  Ml«r«d  FfMct  in  die 
rear^tbe  AiMtmatHBieB.  TIm  BiorMMntt  of  die 
two  Ust  prkKM  pMd«d«i  M  effects  of  o— nquma. 

The  IMte  fie  Berri  fMwed  io  dM  Ue  ^tJpemf, 
0B  ipeeetviBg  some  tmpieBBaat  cMnmudoadons  ftem 
Fnttoe  Kipeeebg  Um  Blreiagtb  ef  die  eooitiBg  go- 
yernuteat,  and  on  £M)eTerkig,  ii  ii  «iid,  »  plet  lo 
kidueelikii  tolMd«capeuit,^lMV0liejMiil)ieooMe 
tlie  iitlaMer  of  BnoMpBTlew 

lileiidenr  antei^  Fraace^  and  was  lecmed  at 
Vesoiid  'wMl  gNal  fladMiiaMi.  Bm  dna  maveoMat 
'  waft  M«  ^cotmiged  by  dM  Awtnao 
and  generaLi ;  and  Monaieur'BpiopoBil  to ; 
€i  Royidnfta  ui  Alaaoe  and  Franche  Conqile, 
«re«tedwidicoUbe8B»i|)fiMdiingloeonle8ipL  Tlie 
\tK9G(xAM  ^  Grenaatt  a|  l^ea,  and  die  4eoree  •f 
4ofltk  againat  the  B^aKgts,  ^nidL  tefvor  into  ^e 
^^^  ^Uidi  was  inereased  t^  die  rrttogwde  mm^ 
ttmtardke-GvaadAm^.  The^emaapdieifMiNi- 
neur,  lliereftvt,  liad  i»  iamedialeaeiult,  dm^  w- 
doiibleAy  biapfeien^  iMd  a  deewipe  ^dfcct  in  con- 
aiBqiiigQee  of  tdtiaiMe  'e:ireMi ;  4nd  die  oMUimdon 
%oifldbaY^y  bw^eti&aBjAM^  wkbouttbat  pnnee 
WiB^  BO  ^adrenmrad  Mn  pmen. 

'Hie  wntral  of  die  Didte  of  A^e^ouleme  in  die 

army  of^die  Difra  of  W^inglon,  bad  mem  inDie- 

-^lie.  dttie^faeneeB.     fiia  Boyiil  Higfaoeit  wnmid 
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only  be  rec^ved  as  a  volunteet^  but  the  effect  of  lus 
arrival  wwa,  soon  yisible.  La  Bocb^acqueleiiiy  who 
bad  dedicated  to  Uie  royal  cause  his  days  and  nights, 
bis- fortune  and  his  life,  soon  appeared  in  the  Bri^h 
camp^  nrj^ng  the  general  to  direct  his  marph  oq  the 
dly  of  Bourdeaux,  which,  when  delivered  fcofi^  the 
vicinity  of  Soult^s  army,  woul4  instantly  declare  it- 
adf  for  the  Bourbons,  and  be  followed  by  the  ri^ong 
of  Giuenne,  Anjou,  and  La^guedoc.  Humanity,  as 
well  as  policy,  induced  the  Duke  of  WelUi^^t^B  sti}l 
to  hesitate.  He  kneir  ho¥  fir^uently  patriotic  en- 
thusiasm makes  promises  bey<»id  its  power  to  fiilfi} ; 
and  he  cautioned  the  zealous  envoy  to  beware  of  a 
hasty  4eclaration,  since  the  conferences  at  Chatill<^ 
were  still  continued,  and  there  wb»  a  considerable 
chance  of  their  ending  in  a  peace  between  the  allies 
and  Napoleon,  I^a  Bochejacquelein,  undeterred  by 
iremonstrances,  continued  to  urge  hi9  suit  with  such 
intelligence  and  galhuitry,  as  to  receive  at  last  the 
encouraging  answer,  /^  Remain  a  few  days  at  bead- 
(Quarters,  and  you  shall  see  us  force,  the  Gaves^'^ 

Here,  accordingly,  commenced  a  saries  of  scienti- 
fic manoeuvres,  commencing  14th  February,  by  which 
the  Duke  of  Wellington,  pressing  step  by  step  pn  that 
part  of  the  French  army  which  were  on  the  Irft  side 
of  the  Adour,  drove  them,  successively  bqr<>nd  the 
Gave  de  Mauleon,  and  the  Gave  d'Qleron-  On  the 
irighf  side  of  the  latter  G^ve,  the  French  took  a  po- 
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sttion  on  very  stseong  ground  in  fitmt  of  the  town  of 
Qrthez,  where,  joined  by  Clausel  and  ia  strong  rdh- 
fbrcement,  Scmlt  endeavoored  to  make  a  stand.  The 
Duke  of  Wellington  commenced  his  attack  on  Ae 
enemyV  right,  storming  and  taking  the  Tillage  bj 
which  it  was  commanded.  The  desperate  resistance 
which  the  enemy  made  on  this  pointy  occasioned  one 
of  those  critical  movements,  when  a  general  is  called 
vpoxiy  in  the  heat  of  battle^  to  alter  all  pireVioiia  ar* 
fangemehts,  and,  in  the  moment  of  doubt,  confusioD» 
and  anxiety,  to  substitute  new  comUnations  to  super- 
sede those  which  have  been  planned  in  the  hours  of 
cool  praneditation.  A  left  attack  upon  a  chwi  of 
hdghts  extending  along  General  Soult^s  left,  was 
substituted  for  that  to  which  Welliiq^n  had  at  fint 
trusted  for  victory. 

At  the  same  time,  the  appearance  of  General  IfflTa 
division,  who  had  forded  the  river,  or  Gave,  above 
Orthez,  and  threatened  the  enemy'^s  flank  and  ttrnt, 
made  the  defeat  complete.  For  some  time  Maare- 
schal  Soult  availed  himself  of  the  alertness  of  htt 
troops,  by  halting  and  taking  new  positions,  to  pee* 
serve  at  least  the  form  of  a  regular  retreat ;  but  at 
length,  forced  from  one  line  to  another  by  the  ma- 
nceuvres  of^he  British,  sust^dning  new  losses  at  eveiy 
halt,  and  menaced  by  the  rajnd  approach  of  Ge- 
neral Hill's  division,  his  retreat  became  a  flight,  in 
Vhich  the  French  suflered  great  loss.    Whole  bat- 
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Mmm  t>f  eoit0cripdi  disperaed  entiraly^  mA  nuarfi 
left  dieir  nmdcets  negukrly  pilecU  *s  if  intiittt^g 
tteir  fiJDed  tesolmtian  t^  ntbe  akogetber  from  iW 
oMttestw 

Aaother  addoii  iietr  Aises,  l^  Oenevai  HiH^  and 
tiie  pa&gage  of  tbe  Adofur^  uadar  Bajromie,  l)^  the 
HonoundAe  Sir  Jiim  Hcpe,  «  raoiionivve  vUck 
ilH^ht  i^n  be  compared  to  «  fieat  1)atll«  Ibog^ty 
gste  freeh  influeiice  to  the  Brttidi  anttsu  Bay€Mie 
Y«a  inr^tted,  tiit  ts>^  to  Bmiideaux  laid  typen,  and 
Sndt^  lefliriiii  scarce  tbe  setoUaace  of  an  army,  le^ 
tiftated  toMrdii  Tcribei^  to  secure  a  Juactaoii  widt 
Mch  ]BVneia:;lieGi{)8Mt»ghtberetiirsa&gfiMm%ttn« 

Tha  imttle  of  Dttbez,  tridi  the  brffltant  and  inas* 
ttscty  adaaoeuTtes  «hich  preeeAed  and  foUoaned  k^ 
senred  to  eataUish  the  superiority  io£  the  Brittah 
ftrctg  mpcoDtsivbereiBrtiiiqr  had  till  thttn  beendabm- 
id  nest  defidoit.  Since  the  nrtories  sn  Spain,  it  was 
M  ion^  anocAiancai  to  hear  a  Ftsem^  afficer  alloar^ 
tbat  in  tiie  le&trenie  tag  of  looaflict  tbe  Enj^h  *el^ 
tfar,  £«mf fayncal  fitrengdi  and  hi^  lenea^  of  cha-i 
metfer^  had  penhaps  «ome  di^tee  of  snperiadty  over 
Ms  tywn  hnpetnoua  imt  kss  perseveriag  coaotaymen^ 
Ban  he  uxifomly  qnalifiedetioh  a  stretch  of  ecandour, 
l(y 'daimingfer  the  Frendi  siqierior  ddH  in  ^oBtri-^ 
tiaf ,  and  pomptitadie  in  ^tcecatii^,  those  pBevious 
fifovemeott,  wi  which  the  fade  (if  battles  iisually  de^ 
iMds.  The  victory  of  Sahimanca,  though  gained 
over  a  general  distinguished  tta  a  tactician,  and  in 
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tMKie^fiiee  sf  a  previ<MS  cimt^  cf  maticettyres,  wat 
ii«t  adnAtiad  to  contiliditrt  the  ojamoq  with  whkk 
F^awiuftiii  were  genemlly  imprcMsecL  Yet,  si&ct 
tiie  eommciiceBietit  of  dm  campaign  on  the  Adonr^ 
llhe  Fr«Mh  amij^  though  under  command  «f  tht 
Ytdehrated  Sonlt,  ffe  fi^Mv  Renatd^  as  he  was  fiunU 
tti^  called  bjr  his  adUbMi))  wia  checbsd,  tttttwd^ 
Ml-mardiad,  and  ont-flanked  upon  et«ry  occaikm ; 
driven  fixmi  poriiCMb  to  poamon^  in  a  ooaairf  that 
4&rda  bo  iAmej  c^pacuUar  strefaglh,  vitfaout  hating 
Itin^eGtpb^nviertoiiijDMthMr  victors  by  apMttacih 
ted  defence;  and  t«peatedfy  dafeaied^  not  by  mam 
"totee  lor  mfmxsAtj  of  nnnlbery  b«t  by  a  coinbitia- 
ttan  of  asiivtenBent*,  at  omo  so  boMly  CMceitr^  and 
anadnar^y  ^cecttted^  as  kft  throughout  dia  whole 
>«0nltest  the  ^afan  of  edenc^,  ais  urtVL  us  of  (sndwtng 
Mdk^  and  ]^yideal  h«^d9iood,  iriih  the  &itidi«dl- 
dier.  These  victories,  besides  adding  ancaher  lautd 
tb  the  thick-irov«Ei  chs|tet  of  the  ^igliih  gtti^eral, 
had  ihe  Jiiost  decisive  cilbct  on  the  futcffe  ev^ntta  «f 
iSbe  war,  as  ir^  as  i:q[)an  the  {aAlic  inind  in  the 
iMMh  of  France.  , 

Bonrdeau^  being  thitt  left  to  ftUow  the  inclina- 
^»i  of  the  inhabitants^  imd  enoonniged  l>y  the  ap- 
^ptmi\i  of  am  £]%fi^  d^tadoMUt  of  15^000  men, 
zander  FieM-Manhal  feeraaferd^  poiAod  4>ttt  its  aiui- 
titndte  to  reoeivetbe  Dtrte^f  Angotd^me.  Theimtn. 
hers  which  thrbi^ed  but  <ff  the  city  wete  con^nited 
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to  be  at  least  10,000  persons.  The  mayor*  Cotmt 
Lyndi,  in  a  short  speech,  told  the  English  General, 
that  if  he  approached  as  a  conqueror,  be  needed 
not  his  interposition  to  possess  himself  of  the  keys  of 
Bourdeaux  ;  but  if  he  came  as  an  ally  of  their  lawful 
sovereign,  he  was  ready  to  tender  them  up,  widi  every 
token  of  love,  honour,  and  affection.  Fidd-Marshal 
Beresfi^rd  rdterated  his  promises  of  protection,  and 
expressed  his  confidence  in  the  loyalty  of  the  city  of 
Bourdeaux.  The  Mayor  dien  uttered  the  long  .foe- 
gotten  signal  cry  of  Vive  le  Roi !  and  it  was  echoed 
a  thousand  times  from  the  thousands  around.  Count 
Lynch  then,  pidling  the  three-coloured  cockade 
from  his  hat,  assumed  the  white  cockade  of  the 
Bourbons.  All  imitated  his  example^  and  at  a  con- 
certed signal,  the  old  ensign  of  loyalty  streamed  from 
the  steeples  and  towers  of  the  city,  amid  general  ac- 
clamation* 

The  enthusiasm  with  which  the  signals  of  loyalty 
were  adopted,  and  the  shouts  of  Vive  le  Roi  repeat* 
ed  on  all  hands,  miilgled  with  blessings  upon  the 
heads  of  the  English  and  their  leaders,  formed  a 
scene  which  those  who  witnessed  it  will  not  speedily 
forget.  It  was  a  renewal  of  early  affections  and  at- 
tachments, which  seemed  long  dead  and  forgotten,— 
a  general  burst  of  feelings  the  more  generous  and 
affecting,  because  they  were  not  only  as  disinterest- 
ed as  spontaneous,  but  might  eventually  be  deqply 
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teanght  with  dimger  to  llbo$t  wio  expMflMd  tiieil. 

Yet  thef  w«re  uttered  wkb  a  gen^oiM  c«rt1iUdlMtt, 

thai  pla€^  tlMi  actors  ftr  above  liie  apprdienaieft  ef 

ptRiOBal  oonsequenoes. 

tke  same  Urely  aeelamations  hailed  the  entrmce 
ef  the  Duke  d^Angouleme  mto  this  fine  eity.  At 
the  Frinee's  emty^  the  mhabHants  creivded  rettttd 
him  with  enthusiasm.  The  arehldshop  and  elergy 
of  the  dioeepe  recognised  him ;  Te  DeiiM  wae  sung 
m  foU  peitnpy  whfle  the  united  baiMi^rs  of  Franee, 
BoritaiD,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  were  hoisted  en  the 
waDs  of  the  town.  Lord  Drihousieite  left  eomiiiattd- 
ant  of  the  Britisb ;  and  if  exoeUent  sense,  long*  ttpe- 
limce,  the  most  pcvUsct  equidily  of  temper,  and  ism^ 
sliaken  steadiness,  bd  necessarj  qniAties  in  so  deli- 
cite  a  trust,  the  British  anny  had  not  one-  more  fit 
for  the  charge^ 

BrilUaDt  as  tbese  tidings  were,  thejr  excited  in 
BriUan  the  most  cmel  apprehensions  fbr  the  fkte 
wiubh  BonrdeauQi  might  inter,  if  this  dedaratioa 
shoold  unhiqjpiljr  prove  tobe^etnatufre.  The  ti^ty 
•I  €hatilkm  seemed  to  approach  a  termination,  and 
vesiada  are  said  ta  baf%  been  dspatched  to  the  Gi- 
fonde,  to  favoor  th^eaOape  of  such  dttlieils  as  might 
be  moat  obnesflow  to  l^e  yengeanee  of  Btionaparle 
Mmtfof'^tuim  who  wished  most  for  Briflsh  sncdesi^ 
r  telnp|»d>to  irt^gftf  Ihii/t  die  TJctcff^ 
VOL.  viii.  .  r 
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taken  place  ;  so  great  were  tbeir  itq^prehensidna  fbr 
those  who  had  been  encourage4  by  that  success,  to 
declare  against  the  government  of  Napoleon  ere  his 
power  of  injuring  them  was  at  an  end.  That  we  may 
see- how  far  those  fears  were  warranted,  we  shall  has-^ 
tily  review  the  progress  x>t  this  remarkable  n^;otia- 
tiqp,  of  which,  however,  the  secret  history  is  not  even 
now  entirely  known. 

The  propositions  for  peace  had  begun  with  the 
commonicatipn  of  the  Baron  St  Aignan,  which  had 
beei^  discussed  at  Frankfort.  The  terms  then  propo- 
sed to  Napoleon  were,  that,  abandoning  all  his  wider 
congests,  France  should  retire  within  the  course  of 
the  Rhine  and  the  barrier  of  the  Alps.      Napoleon 
had  accepted  these  conditions  as  a  basis,  under  a  sti- 
pulation, however,  which  afforded  a  pretext  for  break* 
ing  off  the  treaty  at  pleasure,   namely,  that  France 
was  to  be  admitted  to  liberty  of  commerce  and  navi- 
gation ;  an  implied  challenge  of  the  maritime  law,  as 
.    exercised  by  the  British,  To  this,  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen, the  able  and  accomplished  representative  of 
Britain,  replied,  that  France  should  enjoy  such  liberty 
of  commerce  and  navigation  as  she  had  any  right  to 
expect.     A  subject  of  debate,  and  a  most  important 
one,  was  thus  left  open ;  and  perhaps  neither  of  those 
powers  were  displeased  to  possess  a  means  of  distmrb- 
ing  the  progress  of  the  treaty,  accerding  to  what 
sliould  prove  the  events  of  the  war. 
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Caulaincourt,  Duke  of  Vicensa,  the  minister  of 
foreign  afibirs,  Was  the  representative  of  Napoleon 
at  Chatillon,  upon   this   most  important  occasion. 
His  first  instructions,  dated  4th  January,  1814,  re- 
stricted him    to  the  basis  proposed  at  Frankfort, 
which  assigned  Belgium  to  France,    thus  conced- 
ing to  the  hitter  what  Napoleon  now  called  her  na- 
tural boundaries,  although  it  certainly  did  not  ap- 
pear, why,   since  victory  had  extended  her  fron- 
tiers by  so  many  additional  kingdoms,  defeat  should 
not  BOW  have  the  natural  effect  of  retrenching  thenu 
But   after   the  inauspicious  commencement  of  the 
Campaign,  by  the  battle  of  Brienne,  in  which  Na- 
poleon gained  little,  and  that  of  La  Rothiere,  in 
which  he  was  defeated,  he  saw  that  as  peace,  like 
the  Books  of  the  Sibyls,  (to  the  sale  of  which  the  ne- 
gotiation has  been  compared,)  would  rise  in  price, 
circiunstances  might  render  it  necessary,  also,  that 
peace  should  be  made  by  Caulaincourt  without  com- 
mimicatioh   with  Napoleon.     Depending  upon  the 
events  of  war,  it  might  be  possible  that  a  favourable 
day,  nay,  an  hour  being  suffered  to  elapse,  might  put 
the  treaty  out  of  his  reach.   For  these  reasons,  Cau- 
laincourt was  intrusted,  over  and  above  his  insimc- 
tions,  with  a  definitive  and  unlimited  carte-blancbe, 
in  which  he  was  empowered  to  "  bring  the  negotia* 
tion  to  a  happy  issue,  to  save  the  capital,  tad  prevent 
the  hazards  of  a  battle,  on  which  must  rest  the  last 
hopes  of  the  nation.^ 
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'  Ca^laincourt  readied  Chatillon  sur  Seine,  which 
^ad  l;>eea  declared  neutral  for  the  purpose  of  the 
confereuces.  At  this  memorable  Congress,  Cpunt 
§tadioiv  represented  Austria,  Count  Razum^wski 
Russia,  Barpn  Humboldt  Prussia,  and  Great  Bri- 
tain had  three  commissioners  present,  namely,  Lord 
Aberdeen,  Lord  Cathcart,  and  Sir  Charles  St^warf, 
^very  politeness  was  shown  on  the  part  pf  the 
French,  wjp  even  offered  the  English  ministers  the 
i|dvantage  of  corresponding  directly  with  London  by 
the  way  of  Calaii^ ;  ai  pourtjesy  wbic^  was  d^liijed 
yfidk  thanj^s. 

The  commissioners  of  the  allies  were  not  lo^g  ii^ 
^pressing  what  Napoleon's  fears  had  anticip^t^ 
They  declared  that  they  would  no  longer  alsde  l^y 
the  basis  poposed  at  Frankfort.  '^  To  obtain  peacc^^ 
Fri^ce  must  be  restricted  within  her  ancient  limits^'^ 
which  ei^cluded  the  impcnrtant  acquisition  of  Belgiun^. 
B^on  Fain  gives  us  an  intcrestijog  account  of  the 
inode^  in  which  Niqieleon  received  this  comiQuiMC4*. 
tYon.  He  retiired  for  a  time  into  his  own  ap^prtmen^^ 
fl^nd  sept  for  Bertl^er  and  Maret*  T!^^y  pan^e^r-hd 
gave  them  tk^  fat^^  dispat9h — they  read,,an44  4eqph 
sUeqce  e^siie^-  T^  ^^9  faithful  ministers  Amg 
themselves  ^t  their  wai^tep's  feetj  and  with  tears  mi 
tl^eiir  eyes  imploTed  hilf^  to  give  way  to  the  necef ?ity 
of  the  tiipoe*  "  Nevei;,''  he  repUed*  "  wilj;  I  )^^ 
the  <^th  by  wbi^H  I  §wwe  d^  wy  opfwu^iwi  i^ 
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Inaintam  the  integrity  of  tbe  territories  of  the  J?e- 
ptthlifCy  and  never  will  I  leave  France  less  in  extent 
than  I  found  her.  It  would  not  only  be  Francb  that 
trould  retreat,  but  Austria  and  Prussia  who  wouU 
advance.  France  indeed  needs  peace,  but  such  i 
^eace  is  worse  than  the  most  inveterate  war.  What 
answer  would  I  have  to  the  Republicans  of  the  States 
when'  they  should  detoand  from  me  the  barrier  of  the 
fthine  ?  No — write  to  Caulaincourt  that  I  reject  the 
treaty,  and  will  rather  abide  the  brunt  of  battle.* 
Shortly  after  he  is  said  to  have  exdaimed,  **  I  am 
yet  nearer  to  Munich  than  they  are  to  Paris.** 

His  councillors  wett  not  discouraged.  In  a  cocie^ 
moment,  the  ministers  who  watched  his  pillow,  ob« 
tained  from  him  permission  that  the  treaty  shbulcl 
proceed.  He  (directed  that  the  articks  proposed  by 
the  allies  should  be  senif  to  Paris,  and  the  advice 
of  each  privy  councillor  taken  individually  upon  the 
subject.  With  one  exception,  that  of  Count  La- 
eu6e  de  Cessac,  all  the  privy  councillors  agreed  that 
die  terms  proposed  at  Chatillon  ought  to  be  subeeri- 
bed  to.  Thus  sanctioned,  Caulaincourt^  on  the  Ml 
of  February,  wrote  to  the  commissioners  of  the  allies^ 
that  if  an  immediate  armistice  were  entered  into,  be 
was  ready  to  consent  that  France  should  retreat 
within  her  ai^cient  limits,  according  to  the  basis  pro*- 
p6Bed.  He  ofilered,  also^  that  France  should  eede  iii- 
^ndy,  on  conditiim  of  the  aimi^tiee  h^g  graiiti^ 


d  by  Google 


102  LIFE  OF 

nome  of  the  strong  places,  which  their  accqitance  of 
the  terms  offer^  obliged  her  to  yield  up.  But  this 
offer  of  ceding  the  fortresses  was  clogged  with  secret 
conditions,  to  b^  afterwards  explained.  The  allies 
declared  their  readiness  to  adhere  to  these  prelimi* 
paries,  and  for  a  day  the  war  might  be  considered 
as  ended. 

But,  in  the  meantime,  the  successes  which  Napo- 
leon obtained  over  Blucher  at  Montmirail  aiid 
Champeaubert,  had  elevated  him  in  his  own  opiqiop 
above  the  necessity  in  which  he  stood  after  the  bat-> 
tie  of  Brienne.  From  the  field  of  battle  at  Chateau 
Thiery,  he  wrote  to  Caulaincourt  to  assume  an  at- 
titude less  humiliating  among  the  members  of  the 
Congress ;  and  after  the  defeat  of  the  prince  of 
Wirtemberg,  at  the  bridge  of  Montereau,  and  the 
retreat  of  the  Grand  Army  from  Troyes,  he  seems 
to  have  entirely  resolved  to  break  off  the  treaty. 

Wh^n  Schwartzenbctg,  as  we  have  seen,  demancU 
ed  the  meaning  of  Napoleon^s  offensive  mpvepient, 
contrary  to  what  had  been  agreed  upon  by  the  Con-, 
gress  at  ChatiUon,  he  answered,  by  the  letter  to  tjie 
Emperor  of  Austria,  in  which  he  rejected  the  con- 
ditions to  which  Caulincourt  had  agreed,  and  re- 
probated them  as  terms  whicb^  if  known  in  Paris, 
would  excite  general  indignation*  *^  It  would  realize,^ 
he  said,  ^'  the  dream  of  Burke,  who  desbed  to  malke 
France  disappear  from  the  map  of  Europe.     It  wfia 
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placii^  £i^(I«iid*  in  posseMion  of  Antwerp  and  lh» 
Low  Countries,  neither  of  which  he  would  evtr  iur^* 
render.^ 

In  the  same  spirit,  and  at  the  same  time,  Napotaon 
wrote  fiom  Nangis  to  Caulaincourt,  that  ^^  when  he 
had  giTen  him  carte-blanche,  it  was  finr  the  purpose 
of  saving  Paris,  and  Paris  was  now  saYed;'it  was 
for  avoiding  the  risk  of  a  battle,-— that  risk  was  overt 
and  the  battle  wcm ;  he  therefore  revoked  the  ex- 
traordinary powers  with  which  his  ambassador  waa 
invested." 

We  will  not  stop  to  inquire  into  the  diplomatics 
question,  whether  Caulainoourt  had  not  effectually 
ezordsed,  on  9th  February,  those  powers  which  wete 
not  recalled  until  the  17th,  six  days  after ;  and,  con- 
sequently, whether  his  master  was  not  bound,  by  the 
act  of  his  envoy,  beyond  the  power  of  retracting* 
Enough  remains  to  surprise  us  in  Napoleon's  head- 
(Btrong  resolution  to  continue  the  war,  when,  in  fact, 
it  was  already  ende^  upon  torms  which  had  been  re- 
commended by  all  his  councillors,  one  excepted*  Hb 
obligation  to  the  Republic  of  France,  to  maintain  the 
.integrity  of  its  territories,  could  scarcely  remain  Und* 
ing  on  one,  by  whom  that  veiry  Republic  had  been  d^ 


*  This  alluded  to  the  match,  then  8ii{>poMd  to  be  on  the  tapii, 
betwixt  the  late  Prinoesa  Charlotte  of  Wales  and  the  Prince  of 
'Orange. 
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ttMyed>  «id  *l  any  ifnte,  no  sii^h  ^ttgttgMndftt^k 
UmI  «  ioi^«vrigii  fe[))ii  Actitig  in  extiremity  as  tlie 
safety  of  the  community  requires.   Far  less  could  the 
Mms  be  said  todishottour  Prance,  or  btrike  her  out 
«f  the  map  of  Europe,  unless  her  honour  and  exis^ 
ttnee,  which  bad  flourished  for  twelve  centuries,  dt^ 
panded  upon  an  acquisition  which  she  had  made  with* 
in  tWMity  years.    Bt^  the  ireal  case  was^  that  Btio^ 
napatle  iJways  connected  the  loss  of  honour  with  tlu^ 
Mun^nder  of  whatever  he  conceived  himself  to  hav^  a 
chance  of  being  able  to  retain.    Every  cession  was  to 
be  wrung  from  him ;  he  would  part  with  nothing  wil- 
lingiy ;  and,  Vke  a  child  with  its  toys,  that  of  which 
die»e  was  any  attempt  to  deprire  him,  became  imme^ 
dialely  the  most  valuaUe  of  his  possessions.     Ant« 
werp,  indeed,  had  a  particular  right  to  be  considered 
m  inecrtimaUe.    The  sums  he  had  bestowed  on  its 
mi^ificent  basins,  and  almost  impregnable  fottifica^ 
^<ms,  were  immense.     He  had  always  the  idea  that 
he  might  make  Antwerp  the  principal  station  of  a 
large  navy.    He  clung  to  this  vision  of  a  fleet,  even 
at  Elba  and  Saint  Hdena,  repeating  often,  that  he 
n^ht  have  saved  his  cfown  if  he  would  have  resign- 
ed Antwerp  at  Chatillon ;  and  no  idea  was  more  rivet- 
ted  in  his  pind,  than  that  his  refusal  was  founded  on 
patriotic  principles.   Yet  the  chief  value  of  Antwerp 
lay  in  the  event  of  another  war  with  Great  Britain, 
for  which  Buonaparte  was  thus  preparing,  while  iba 
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^oetflkm  WM,  h^w  die  pMMnt  lio«itHilM  wcm  ««  be 
ote9«d ;  Afid  flWily^  rtie  pDMiMltty  of  «  navy  whidi 
luid  M  diLintetiee^  ibmild  not  huve  b^^  placed  m 
competition  trith  tbe  Mrfirty  of  ft  MCtott  deeply  em« 
perilled  by  the  wair  now  Wigbg  In  tile  tery  oentre 
of  his  kingdom^^  Thie  he  MW  klik  dlAtfetit  light 
ftom  thftt  of  efthn  teMotu  ^  If  I  %m  to  teeeiye 
Aftgellioioti,''  he  sMid,  ^  ht  it  be  ftt  leMtmdef  tenitf 
of  e«ii¥nliiott«*>^ 

l4wtly>  the  teiApomy  suceeee  wfaich  he  hid  «t« 
tttlned  in  the  Aeid  of  bMlle)  was  of  ft  ehtraeier  wMob| 
jtistly  cofl«idered^  ought  not  to  have  eMoureged  the 
fVmch  Emperor  to  eontfame  wor^  bat,  on  the  eon* 
trftiy^  might  hftte  farmebed  a  preeiona  opponunity 
ftr  Making  pMee,  bcibre  the  rtry  ft^Mrd's  point  ine 
at  bis  throat*  The  conditiont  which  he  might  h|tve 
srade  in  thia  rabmeDt  of  tempomry  tueeets,  would 
hare  had  the  appeimuice  of  being  graeeftdly  ceded, 
rather  dm  potfitivdiy  ettofted  by  neeet^ity.  And 
at  may  be  added^  thitt  the  aliie^  gtanled  by  thefr 
lesies^  wwld  have  ptobobly  gramed  him  better 
terms ;  and  certainiy^  reneiubenng  hie  milkaiy  t»- 
kiitt,  woaM  hai^  taten  cm  to  dbierve  thoee  which 
tney  Biigiit  »x  upon»  M.  lie  revcrMSy  tucrctorey  in  tne 
month  of  Febrnary,  wMch  obaeured  the  arms  of  the 


*  See  JouiubI,  Itc.  pAir  lie  Compte  ^  Lm  Cines,  tome  IV. 
partie  7ieme.  ,     ' 
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oombmed  monarclui,  resembled  the  clouds,  which,  in 
Bjtovl'b  Tale,  is  described  as  passing  over  the  moon, 
to  afford  an  impenitent  ren^ade  the  last  and  limited 
tenn  for  repentence.*  But  the  heart  of  Napoleon, 
like  that  of  Alp,  was  too  proud  to  profit  by  the  in- 
terval of  delay  thus  afforded  to  him. 

The  truth  seems  to  be,  that  Buonaparte  never  se- 
riously intaided  to  make  peace  at  Chatillon ;  and 
while  his  negotiator,  Caulaincourt,  was  instructed  to 
hold  out  to  the  allies  a  proposal  to  cede  the  frontier 
finrtresses,  he  received  from  the  Duke  of  Bassano  the 
£)llowing  private  directions : — ^^  The  Emperor  de- 
sires that  you  would  avoid  expkdning  yourself  clearly 
upon  every  thing  which  may  relate  to  delivering  up 
^he  fortresses  of  Antwerp,  Mayence,  and  Alexandria, 
if  you  should  be  obliged  to  ccmsent  to  these  cessions ; 
his  Majesty  intending,  even  though  he  should  have 
ratified  the  treaty,  to  be  guided  by  the  military  si- 
jluation  of  affairs :— wait  till  the  last  moment.  The 
bad  faith  of  the  allies  in  respect  to  the  cajntulatdons 
"  of  Dresden,  Dantzic,  and  Gorcum,  authorises^  us  to 
endeavour  not  to  be  duped.  Refer,  therefore,  these 
questions  to  a  military  arrangement,  as  was  done  at 


'  '^  There  is  a  light  dood  by  the  moon-~ 
'Tis  passing,  and  'twill  pass  full  soon ; 
If,  by  the  time  its  vapoury  sail 
Hath  ceased  her  shrouded  orb  to  veil. 
Thy  heart  is  not  -within  thee  changed. 
Then  God  and  man  are  both  avenged." 

Siege  of  Corinth, 
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J^xtebuTg,  yienoa,  and  Tilsit.  His  Mqesty  denni 
that  you  woaU  not  lose  sight  of  the  disposition  whidi 
he  will  feel,  twt  to  deliver  up  those  three  keys  of 
FrancCy  if  military  events,  on  which  he  is  willing 
•still  to'rely,  should  permit  him  not  to  do  so,  evenif 
he  shotUd  have  signed  the  cession  of  all  these  pro^ 
vinces.  In  a  word,  liis  Majesty  wishes  to  be  able, 
lifter  the  treaty,  to  be  guided  by  existing  circum* 
stances,  to  the  last  moment.  He  orders  you  to  bum 
this  letter  as  soon  as  you  have  read  it.'' 

The  allies  showed,  on  their  side,  that  the  oU 
stinacy  of  Mapoleon  had  increased,  not  diminish- 
ed,  their  determination  to  carry  on  the  war.  A 
new  treaty,  called  that  of  Chaumont,  was  entered  in- 
to upon  the  Ist  of  March,  between  Austria,  Bussia, 
Prussia,  and  England,  by  which  the  high  contract, 
ing  parties  bound  themselves  each  to  keep  up  an 
army  of  150,000  men,  with  an  agreement  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  to  advance  four  millions  to 
carry  on  the  war,  which  was  to  be  prosecuted  with- 
out relaxation,  until  France  should  be  reduced  within 
her  ancient  limits ;  and  what  further  indicated  the 
feelings  of  both  parses,  the  military  omunissioners, 
who  had  met  at  Lusigny  to  settle  the  terms  of  an 
^mistice,  broke  up,  on  pretence  of  being  unable  to 
agree  upon  a  suitable  line  of  demarcation. 

The  principal  negotiation  continued  to  languish 
at  Chatillon,  but  witl^out  much  repnaining  hope  h^^ 
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teg  mtett^intA,  hy  thos^  who  were  welkinformed  ofi 
eithet  side,  rf  the  Wsuli  belhg  fttotlrftble.       ^  *■ 

Oft  the  7«h  Mitch,  Roihigtiy,  a  cterk  of  flubna- 
pdtte's  ezlbiftet,  hfotight  to  the  Empetof ,  oti  the  eveir- 
k)g  of  the  bloody  battle  df  Ctaonne,  the  uititndtuni  df 
the  allies,  insistitlg  that  the  F^^ch  envoy  ishould 
either  J)l-oceed  to  treat  lipon  the  basis  they  had  of- 
fered, tiaittely,  thAt  France  should  be  reduced  with-i 
in  her  ancieiit  littits,  or  that  Caulaiiieoutt  should 
present  a  contt^-pfoji^i.  His  pletiipotehttity  ire- 
quested  irtstrucfiofls  ;  but  it  dppears  that  Baonapilrte, 
tdd  aWe  Hot  to  see  the  restilt  of  his  pertinacity,  yet 
too  haughty  td  recede  fi-otn  it,  had  Ifesolved,  iii 
gportsttiatfs  phrase,  td  die  hat-d.  The  10th  day  of 
Mftrch  hatitig  passed  over,  if  ithout  any  answer  arri- 
ving ftota  Buonaparte  to  Caulaittcdttit,  the  tetm  ds- 
feigned  td  him  for  declaring  his  ultimatum,  was  e3^- 
tended  to  five  days  5  the  plenipdtdAtl&ty  df  France 
hoping,  probably,  that,  soitte  decisive  event  in  thi^ 
field  of  battle  would  either  induce  his  master  to  con** 
sent  to  the  terms  of  the  allies,  or  give  hito  a  right  io 
obtain  better. 

It  is  sdd,  that,  during  this  interval.  Prince 
Wentieslaiis  of  Lichtenstein  was  again  dispatched 
by  the  Emperor  Fi-ancis  to  the  head-quarters  of  Na* 
poleon,  as  ft  special  envojr,  for- the  purpose  df  Con- 
juring him  to  aecd^sniddftte  his  liltimatum  td  the  Arti- 
cfeii  settled  as  the  basid  df  the  ednferenet^,  and  iii^ 
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fmms  ^^W  tbftli  olheffriae  tb^  Evaperor  Ft 
i^puld  lay  aside  tboae  family  consideratioiia^  lOaie}^ 
bad  hitherto  peveDied  him  from  acceding  tq  the  cba* 
]^iti9Q8  of  the  other  allied  powers  in  favour  of  the 
dyBi|$ty  of  Bourbon.  It  is  added»  that  Buanaparta 
8§eiP9^ed  a|  first  silenced  aod  astounded  by  thk  ioti« 
9Vltiw  i  faut«  immediately  yecovering  himself^  treau 
^  it;  9s  a  vftin  threat  held  out  to  intimidale  him,  and 
^^id  i%  wpuld  be  nH>dt  for  the  int^ett  of  Austria  tq 
j^in  ip  procuring  him  a  peace  on  his  own  terms,  since 
otb#ir^i«e  h^  might  agsin  be  forced  to  cross  the  Rhine. 
Tt^.  Aufitriap  frince  retired  without  reply  :  and  ftom 
t^(  moment*  it  has  been  supposed',  the  Emperor  re- 
ipgu^  his  9on*in-law»  without  further  effi^rt  in  fai» 
£|¥a^r,  %Q  the  eonsequencea  of  his  own  ilLtimed  ob^ 
iitioacy- 

^  Caulaincourt,  in  the  meantime^  played  the  part  of 
t^  able  minister  and  active  negcmator.  He  kept  tha 
nf^otiation  as  long  afloat  as  possible,  and,  in  the 
meanwhile,  used^every  argument  to  induce  his  mas- 
ter to  close  with  the  terms  of  the  allies.  At  length/ 
l^wever,.  he  was  compelled,  to  produce  a  c^tUre-pFO- 
j^^,  wl\icb  he  hoped  might  have  at  least  the  efibet  qt 
]^c4onging  the  negotiatiein. 

3uti  the  plan  be  offered  wasn<^  only  too  yague  lo 
W^  tbf^  p$urpose  of  amusing  the  allies,  but  to<>  incon- 
miff^t  wXiiK  the.  anaelflii  adopted  hj  all  parties  as  t^ 
bi8¥l«f4hfifC(pteeBee^tQbeaM«pseKtli^  He 
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denumded  the  whole  line  of  the  Rhine-^he  demanded 
gxeat  part  of  that  of  the  Waal^  and  the  fortress  of  Ni- 
megaeUf  which  must  have  rendered  the  independence 
of  Holland  purely  nominal — ^he  required  Italy,  and 
even  Venice,  for  Eugene  Beauhamois,  although  this 
important  article  was  not  only  in  absolute  contradic- 
tion to  the  basis  of  the  treaty,  but  peculiarly  offensive 
and  injurious  to  Austria,  whom  it  was  so  much  Buona^ 
paate's  interest  to  concilitate.  The  possession  of  Italy 
embraced,  of  course,  that  of  Switzerland,  either  di^ 
xectly  or  by  influence  ;  so  that  in  future  wars  Aus- 
tria would  lie  open  to  the  incursions  of  France  along 
her  whole  frontier,  and,  while  concluding  a  victori- 
ous treaty  upon  French  ground,  would  have  been 
placed  hi  a  worse  situation  than  by  that  which  Buo« 
naparte  himself  dictated  to  her  at  Campo  Formio  ! 
There  were  stipulations,  besides,  for  indemnities  to 
J»ome,tbe  phantom-king  of  Westphalia;  to  Louis, 
Grand  Duke  of  Berg  ;  and  to  Eugene,  in  compen- 
sation of  his  alleged  rights  on  the  Grand  Duchy  of 
Frankfort.  Nay,  as  if  determined  to  show  that  no- 
thing which  he  had  ever  done,  even  though  undone 
by  himself,  should  now  be  considered  as  null,  with- 
out exacting  compensation  at  the  expense  of  the  rest 
of  Europe,  Buonaparte  demanded  an  indemnity  for 
his  brother  Joseph,  not  indeed  for  the  crown  of 
Spain,  but  ffur  that  very  throne  of  Naples,  fitom 
which  he  had  himself  displaced  him^  in  order  to^ 
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make  room  for  Murat !  The  assembled  Congieas  re- 
ceived this  imperioup  communieation  with  equal  sur- 
prise attd  displeasure.  They  instantly  declared  the 
Congress  dissolved ;  and  thus  terminated  the  fears  of 
many^  who  considered  Europe  as  in  greater  danger 
from  any  treaty  that  could  be  made  with  Buona-  , 
parte,  than  from  the  progress  of  his  arms  against  the 
Allies. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  such  men,  and  their  num- 
ber was  very  considerable,  that  no  peace  concluded 
with  Napoleon  could  be  permanent,  and  that  any  im-  . 
mediate  terms  of  composition  could  be  only  an  armed 
truce,  to  last  until  the  Emperor  of  France  should  feel 
himself  able  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
winning  back  again  the  conquests  which  lie  had 
spent  the  earlier  part  of  it  in  gaining.  Sliey  in- 
sisted that  this  was  visible,  from  his  breaking  tff  the 
treaty  on  the  subject  of  Antwerp  ;  the  chief  utility  cf 
which,  to  his  empire,  must  have  been  in  the  future 
wars  which  he  meditated  with  Britab.  It  was  seek- 
ing war  through  peace,  not  peace  by  war.  Such 
reasoners  were  no  doubt  in  many  cases  prejudiced 
against  Napoleon's  person,  and  inclined  to  consider 
his  government  as  a  usurpation.  But  others  amongst 
them  allowed  that  Napoleon,  abstractedly  consider- 
ed, was  not  a  worse  man  than  other  conquerors, 
but  that  a  run  of  success  so  long  uninterrupted,  had 
made  war  and  conquest  so  familiar  to  his  soul,  that 
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fo  ttse  w  eicpre^m  of  t2ie  past,  the  ^  ^wrlbquafce 
Toice  of  vktoyy''  ww  to  him  the  necessary  nod  mdi4- 
peniBftUe  breath  of  Ule.  This  passion  for  bimle»  they 
aaid»  niight  not  make  N^oIeoB  hateful  at  a  f$9^,  for 
much,  far  too  mucht  aUo^wanoe  is  made  in  modem 
nor afity  for  the  thii at  oi  military  fanw ;  btit  it  aaiu^ 
bfi  aUdwed  that  it  rendered  him  a  most  unfit  monareh 
for  those  ivith  whose  blood  that  thirst  was  to  be 
stanched.^  Such  reflections  are,  hoveyec^  &rtign  to 
our  present  purpose. 

It  waa  not  the  least  remarhahle  coi^ngenos  in 
these  momentous  transactionsy  that  as  Cimlainoottrt 
'  left  Chatillon,  he  met  the  secretary  of  Buonaparte 
posting,  towards  hiai  with  the  full  and  expUcdt  powers 
of  ireaifcing  which  he  had  so  loi^  vauily  ciolicited. 
Had  ^^apoleQn  adopted  diis  final  dedakm  of  submit* 
ting  Mmself  to  cireumstanoes  but  one  day  eariievy  the 
tieiutiy  of  Chatillon  might  have  {nrpcfieded,  and  he 
mold  h&re  continued  in  possessbn  of  the  dirone  of 
Fcante     But  it  was  too  late. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


JtXffiadtie^  of  Bmmaparte^Mt  mmrthes  ttpm  Jlfud^,  <ito» 
is  in  possession  of  Soissons^-Attachs  the  place  without  suc- 
cess.— battle  of  Craonney  on  1th  March,  attended  by  no 
decisive  result-^Bbicher  retreats  on  Zaon. — BcUtie  ofZa&h 
on  the  9th, — Napoleon  is  coo^Ued  towtAdnnp  on^llth, 
with  great  loss, — He  attacks  RheimSywhieh  is  evacuated  by 
the  Hussions, — Defeat  at  Bar-sur-Aube  of  the  French  di" 
iHsiens  under  Oudinot  and  Oirard,  who,  with'MacdonaH 

i  .qreforcedtoretrifaitg^ont^ofireairoad^P^rie^.  .  iSgfcpofl- 
zenberg  wishes  to  retreat  behind  theAicbe — b^t  the  Emperor 
Alexander  and  Lord  Castlereagh  oppoiing  the  meastire^  it 

i.^iiiSftH^mUned^toproeeed  upon  PeiHs, — ycgafkebn  oeetq^ 

_  Ar^is^j^Bi^tth  qf^4^eis  on,  the  2Qt^,r^^fqpgUoi^  i^Joft^  ^ 
the  night  after  the  battle,  by  Macdonald,  Oudinot^  and  Gi- 

"  reifd-^NSbertheles^  he  retreatialimg  bbth  sides  ofiheAu^Cy 

~  ,;\i  '     .    ;,•..■   ■       '.'         .>j    f;  'Vj    '  •>    '     '  .  .1    ,  •      .   .'I 

^mi^wtftA  wad  now^^^  bitocKflli^^  tmi&h% 
nheatked-w  t^poeed^  m^iA  %he  on^  pftrtjMnf  the  either 
skoaldbametrietiibty  defeated,  < . :      .  i    , 

-'.  The  sitduuiott  •cf  Baotia|Utt>t6^  eir^0  after  the  wa 
ttrnjiv^Mmtax^iif'  and  oaptfite  of  Ttt^i,  ^m 
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most  discouraging.  If  he  advanced  on  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  allies  which  he  had  in  front,  there  was 
every  likelihood  that  they  would  retire  before  him, 
wasting  hifl  force  in  skirmishes,  without  a  possibility 
of  his  being  able  to  force  them  to  a  general  action ; 
while,  in  the  meantime,  it  might  be  reckoned  for 
certain  that  Blucher,  master  of  the  Mame,  would 
march  upon  Paris.  On  the  contrary,  if  Napoleon 
moved  with  his  chief  force  against  Blucher,  he  had, 
in  like  manner,  to  apprehend  that  Schwartzenberg 
would  resume  the  routes  upon  Paris  by  way  of  the 
valley  of  the  Seine.  Thus,  he  could  make  no  ex- 
ertion upon  the  one  side,  withojat  exposing  the  capi- 
tal to  danger  on  the  other* 

'■  After  weighing  all  the  disadvantages  on  either 
si^e,  Ni^poleon  determined  to  turn  his  arms  agaii^t 
BkNiiei^-fi»  most  hostile  to  his  person,  most  rapid  in 
His  movem^iits^  and  most  persevering  in  his  pur- 
poi^  He  l^t  Ou4in(4,  Aiaodonald,  md  QixsKcd.in 
frofrt  of  the  Grand  Army)  in  hopes  that,  hbwevei|in- 
i|&rior  in  nunnbets,  they  might  be  ^^M^.  to  iiapose  uppn 
SchwartzenbergabeliefthatNapoleonwaspresiokitin 
person,and  thus  either  induce  the  Austrian  to  conti. 
m^U(fptxmtfm  rtrl^^P*  piieyjwt  him  ftrwa  jewrting 
Ih0  loflfensiv^,-  •^ps.tfaiflpliqMS^  (bi^^  Frondir lioopt 
were  to  move  on  Baar^^m^^ Aubt,  a«dfoo^apy^  i£^nu^ 
titf^Ufiittteb^il^  iniJbt^ioeigbbMurhfXML  Tfa^sol- 
dftwi.m^  llso^oiuf^^  h9j  of>  FtM^AKitpen^Mr^ 

H  .IT^  '   .vTOV 
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•a  if  Napoleon  had  bemi  preaent.  It  was  alterwaids 
seen,  that  as  theMaTesclials  didiiot  command 40)0QQ 
men.inail,ine1iiding  a  force  nirier  Maedbnald,it  ufat 
impossible  fMr  them  to  diwliarge  efifactaally  tbe  pati 
tadgned  them,  lif  the  meaaWhile;  Napoleoii lUiift* 
self -coas^inued  bis  hitepal  mardh  on  Btoeherf  dappo» 
sing  it  possible  fbr  him,  B»f»merif,:$n^wwi^mm  hin 
flaok>  as  the  Piiissians  mareh^  ipok  fians^fr  jB^t 
this  purposer  he  m^v^Mlf'ad  speodiiy  iip  fioSatbloctblaa 
Sert^  €Uiochere^  wh^fis'henEiyrivedl^tr'Macdipbut 
Sabken  and  Topok, .  wiiO''  w<)fild  have  been  <tlfe  fiflit| 
▼iotiins  idlP  ihisinaiHea^,  as  thhb  dtvIUbaPiberiiod 
the  loft  basbktof  the  Maiiiev  iiear  b^Meanq  ctosaefl 
^he  titer  at  Xa  ^Pt6  Joaaimfy  ^ud  Umvi  i'3a|w» 
d^  '^th  ftubher,  wfio  tkw  tesolved^  fidl  b^irM 
th^  tfOdpi^'  ^f  ^trtow  ^abd  Witeeiigepoik. ;  HSheie 
pm&tdU  wepo;  ^  wdl  1^  r^^CBenbeMy*  adhwMriag 
flnitft-t^e  fmtfiops  ^^B^iim<^'' '"  ^''''  ^''-^'      '.-"^^ 

>:t  A^sttdtitett  hard  Mkt  teMet^  t^e  cotmfvyv^passu 
^^ile/^&idl^^httd^b^j^^beefi  in  so^Wampy  aieopu 
^KdM^^to^inj^l:^  Hilft^ing  velr5r  4Mteidtl  '^te 
^i»'  dsta^  tO^lA^'kdtbnbjg^^the  Prossiadii.^  N^^ 
liensb  deta^Wed  the  fore^^^tilfaM^  Marmont  said  l^ai. 
tii^/^»fii  h^  hud  diiitOd  ^itfa  hJl9:oi>i^,  to](>lre8J  Bfi- 
^  kn»^|iiftse  t<b^^l«i^alt^  the  ppttssliux  1^  MU- 
i0s«bMf  ^h|}e'4ie'htei6eK'/'ptt»h&ig  m  fey  a<^lioY^ 

half  way  betwixt  Rheims  aBd  Soissons.  Theoccii- 
pation  of  this  last  place  was  now  a  matter  of  the  last 
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consequence.  If  Blucber  should  find  Soissons  open 
Uy  him^  he  might  cross  the  Mame,  extricate  him- 
self from  his  pursuers  without  difficulty,  and  form 
his  junction  with  the  army  of  the  North.  But  if 
excluded  from  this  towa  and  bridge,  Blucher  must 
have  hazarded  a  battle  cm  the  most  disadvantageous 
terms,  having  Mortier  and  Mannont  on  his  front, 
Napoleon  on  his  left  flank,  and  in  his  rear,  a  town, 
with  a  hostile  garrison  and  a  deep  river. 

It  was  almost  a  chance,likQ  that  of  the  dice,  which 
party  possessed  this  important  place.,  The  Russians 
had  taken  it*  on  15th  February,  but  being  immef- 
diately  evacuated  by  them,  it  was  on  the  igth  oc* 
cupied  by  Mortier,  and  garrisoned  by  five  hundred 
Poles,  who  were  imagined  capable  of  the  most  de* 
termined  defence*  On  the  2d  March,  however,  the 
commandant^  intinidated  by  the  aivan^  of  Bu1qw> 
army  of  SO^OOO  men,  yielded  i^  Soissons  to  that  ge«^ 
neral,  upon  a  threat  of  an  instant  (9itejnn,  and  no 
quarter  aUo.wed.  The  Russian  standards  tben^wav^ 
ed  on  thei.ramparts  of  S<>issons,  and  Bhicher,  arrii?* 
ing  under  its  walls,  acquired  the  full  power  of  unit^ 
ing  himself  with  his  rear-guard,  and  giving  or  refus- 
ing battle  at  his  pleasure,  on  the  very  moment  wh^n 
Buonapairte,  having  turned  his  flank,  ej;pected  to 
have  forced  on  him  aQipst  disadvantageoua  action* 

The  Emperop^s  wrath  exhaled  in  a  bulletin  i^gaili4t 

*  See  p.  81. 
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Ifae  tnoonceivable  baseness  of  the  comiaaiidaiit  of 
Soi8s<»is,  who  was  sai4  to  have  given  np  ao  import, 
ant  a  ^ace  when  he  "was  within  hearing  of  the  can- 
nonade of  the  2d  and  3d^  and  must  thereby  have 
known  the  approach  of  the  Emperor.  In  the  heat 
offais  wrath,  he  ordered  Soissons  to  be  assaolted  and 
carried  by  storm  at  all  risks;  but  it  was  defended  by 
General  liangeron,  with  lO/HX)  Russians.  A  des. 
perate  conflict  ensued,  but  Langeron  retained  pos* 
session  of  the  town. 

Abandoning  this  project.  Napoleon  crossed  the 
Aisne  at  Bery-aui-Bach,  with  the  purpose  of  attack- 
ing the  left  wing  of  Blucher^s  army,  which,  being 
now  concentrated,  was  strongly  posted  betwixt  the 
village  o(  Craonne  and  tbe  tow4i  of  Laon,  in  fiuch 
a  nmnn^  as  to  secure  a  retreat  upon  the  very 
strcmg  position  which  the  latter  town  affords.  Blu- 
cher  imagined  a  manoeuvre,  designed  to  show  Buo- 
naparte that  his  favourite  system  of  turning  an  ene- 
my^s  flank  had  its  risks  and  inconveniences.  He 
detached  ten  thousand  horse  under  Winzengerode, 
by  a  circuitous  route,  with  orders  that  when  the 
French  commenced  their  march  on  Craonne,  they 
should  move  round  and  act  upon  their  flank  and  rear. 
But  the  state  of  the  roads,  and  other  impediments, 
prevented  this  body  of  cavalry  from  getting  up  m 
time  to  execute  the  intended  manoeuvre. 

Meantime,  at  eleven  in  the  morning  of  the  T^h 
March,  the  Erench  began  their  attack  with  the 
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MnwBt  bmvery.  Ney  assaulted  the  pogitkii^  tj^ 
Ttf^  flank^  whicb  was  defended  by  a  ravii^ft,  dud 
IKctorV  bonuDg  to  $bdw  the  zeal  wbijOh  be  had  been 
aQcdsed  of  wanting^  mad^  iJKsrediWe  exertko^io 
frmit.  But  the  assault  was  met  by  a. defence  equally 
ihstinate^  and  >  the  conteist  became  one  of  the  most 
Moody  and  best^sustained  during  the  war.  Jt  was 
foub  ill  the.afteiHoon,  and  the  Fii^ch  had  not, yet 
been  able  to  dislodge  the  Russians  oii.any  pointy 
when  the  latter  received  orders  fiiomBlucher  <;9i4rilb« 
di^w  .from  the  ^^ul^d  ground,  aild  unite. with  the 
Pjruspian.sMrmy  on  the  spleddid  position  of.LaoH, 
vf^kii^h  th^Maresphal  cdnsideted^s  a  more  fatvodrable 
acene.bf  action*  There  werft^no.  guns  lost,  or  piif 
sopors  ms^e,  TbeJlussiatis,  i»  despite  of  a  geneilsd 
charge  bf  the  French  cayaUry^retdceatedi^.oftfthe 
parade^  .As the. armies, cobsidexing the aJbfiencfitof 
Wiiiz^ng^ode^itb  the  die^aehment  dSM^nkyyOAd 
oSi  Langeim  witii  .the  /  garrison  bf  Soissdna^  ;weiie 
nMirlyeqnal^f the* indecisive  ^ent.bf  .tte  Jtottle-was 
|h9^>ingKe.oiiiiiiou&  ,  Thejslain  and.  wounded  weiis 
^bwt  the  ^»ie  nuiiiber.oh  bot^  mdes^andtbef rendi 
only  i^ained  )a8;a  inark  of  victory. the  .posseiisioii  cS 
the,  fiblAoS.  battle,   i.  .     -    .        ..  i  i... 

,])(apjAeon4iimsi3lf  followed  the  ioetreat  of  th^  Bji^ 
Slims  afrifar  ,as  an Jnn  between  (SfBbnne.andiJLiaoD^ 
called  L'Anga.Gaisdieny.twhere' he  reposed  Jocthe 
ni^ht^  JSe  indeed  nevbr  more  needed  the.assistlftice 
of  a  gulardiin  angel,  abd  his  oivii  appears  to  hstvedtf- 
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kim  iiriii^lt^  proseol^.th^Jetter  of  CMlai^ooiM; 
prayii^jGMrfi^l  iii6trQcU0iis£:^mjthc  Einperor;  fad 
k  was  beie  bo  conkl  obly  extraot  theambigooBajxi. 
ply,  that  if  he  must  submit  to  the  bastinado^it  should 
be  oply.by  foroe.  At  Ibis  csUuuret,  also,  be  negola- 
tAd  bij9  plan  fyr  atttckuig  tbouposition  oCBUicberdii 
j^bo  Aoxt  motmngi  and  tbOdriddu^liimself  fitiaUj^ 
il  possible,  of  tliat  Silosian  army,  wliich  had  boon 
bis  diject  .of  disqiiietudeibr  forty*two  days,dMriig 
Ibo  coarse  of  which,  scaitse  two  days  had  paMed 
.^itboot  their  being  ei^;aged  inseiiooa  conflict,eitber 
m  front  ot  T^ear.  He  rec»eaved  valuable  iaforaiatioa 
f«r  enaUiog  htm  to  make  the  projected  attack,  fron 
a  retired  officer,  Monsieur  Bussy  de  Bellay,  who 
bad  been  his  school-fellow  at  firtenae,  who  lived  in 
ibe  nei^boorhood,  and  waa  well  acfoainted  with 
the  ground,  and  whom  he  instantly  rewarded  with 
ibe  situsltion  of  an  aid-d6*camp,  and  a  large  appoint* 
meiot.  .When  bis  plan  fkxr  tbe  attack  was  finished, 
be  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  *\I  see  this  war  is  an 
abyss  without  a  bottom,  but  I  am  sesohred  to  be  the 
last  whom  it  shall  devour*^ 

L  The  town  of  Laoh  is  utnated  upoh  a  iabieJand, 
oielninence  flattened  on  the  top,  which  rises  very 
abruptly  above,  a  plain  extending  about  a  league  in 
IcAgth.,  Tbe  face  of  the  declivity  is  steep,  shelving, 
ilmost  precipitous,  and  occupied  by  torraces  serving 
as  vineyards.    Bulow  defended  this  town  and  bank» 


d  by  Google 


ISO  LITE  Ot 

3%e  re^t>jptbe  Siieisiftii  army  was  placed  on  the  plain 
below^  tbeleft  mng^composed  of  Prussians, ext^d^ 
kmg  to  the  village  of  Athies;  the  right,  consisting  of 
Russians,  resting  on  the  hiUs  between  Thiers  and 
Semonville. 

Only  the  interval  of  one  day  elapsed  between  the 
fbloody  battle  of  Cra^mne  and  that  of  JLaon.  On 
;tfae  9tfa,  availing  himself  of  a  thick  mist^  Napoleon 
^pushed  his  columns  of  attack  to  the  very  foot  of 
the  eminenee  on  "which  Laon  is  situated,  posisessed 
himself  of  two  of  the  villages,  termed  Semilly  and 
Ardtm,  and  prepared  to  force  his  way  up  the  hill 
^towards  the  town.  The  weather  cleared,  the  French 
tiUtack  was  repelled  by  a  trem^idous  fire  from  ter- 
4^ces^  vineyards,  windmills,  and  every  point  of  ad- 
<i^uitage.  Two  battalions  of  Tagers,  the  impetus 
of  their  attack  increased  by  the  rapidity  of  the 
(descent,  recovered  the  villages,  and  the  attack  of 
Xraon  in  front  seemed  to  be  abandoned  The 
J'rench,  however,  continued  to  retain  possession  in 
4hat  quarter  of  a  part  of  the  village  of  Clacy.  Thus 
^tood  the  action  on  the  right  and  centre*  Tlie 
French  had  been  repulsed  all  along  the:line.  On 
,tfae  left  Marshal  Marmont  had  advanced  apon  the 
village  of  Athies,  which  was  the  key  of  Bliioher^s 
position  in  that  point.  It  was  gallantly>defended  by 
Yorck  and  Kkist,  supported  by  Sac  ken  and  JLan* 
geron«  Marmont  made  some  progress,  notwithstand. 
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iiig  this  reaktaDce^  and  night  foaad  him  biTooacking 
in  frofit  of  the  enemy,  and  in  possession  of  pirt  of 
the  disputed  viUage  of  Atfaies.  But  he  was  not  des- 
Uned  to  retnain  there  till  day-break. 

Upcm  the  10th,  at  fbor  ia  the  morning,  just  as 
Buiv^parte,  arising  before  day-break,  was  calling 
for  his  horse,  two  dismounted  dragoons  were 
brought  befiMre  him, with  the  unpieasing  intelligence 
that  the  enemy  had  made  a  hourra  upon  Marmont, 
sorpcised  him  in  his  bivouack,  and  cut  to  pieces,  ta- 
keOf#r  dbpecsed  his  whoie  division,  and  they  alone 
had  escaped. to  bring  the  tidings.  All  theMareschars 
gaas  were  lost,  and  they  belieTed  he  was  himself 
either  killed  or  prisoner.  Officers  s^iCto  reconnoitre, 
brought  back  a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  this  in- 
jteUigeace,.  ^xt^fiing  as  to  the  situation  of  the  Ma* 
iseschal.  He  was  on  the  road  to  Rbeims,  n^^r  Cor- 
fcery,  endeavouring  to  rally  the  fugitives.  Not- 
withstanding this  great  loss,  and  as  if  in  defiance 
of  bad  fortune.  Napoleon  renewed  the  attack  upon 
Clacy  and  Semilly ;  but  all  his  attempts  being  fruit- 
less, be  was  induced  to  relinquish  the  undertaking, 
jUnder  the  excuse  that  the  position  was  found  im* 
pregnable.  On  the  1  Ith,  he  withdrew  from  before 
JidQQ,  having  been  foiled  in  all  his  attempts,  and 
Jbaving  lost  thirty  guus,  and  nearly  ten  thousand 
^len.  The  allies  suffered  comparatively  little,  as 
they  fought  under  cover. 
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I^angi^rQA  vfbfSD  Blacher  jconcentimted  his  armjr,  was 
T»iH  9gaia  occapied  by  the  Fve^eh.  Nmpo|e(ni  dU 
rected  its  defences  tb  be  strengthtticd,  Jesigtimg  to 
leave  Mortier  to  defend  the  place  idgaindttthe  ad- 
vance of  Blucher,  which^  victorioas  as  he  ivm;  aight 
be  ifistaotly  expected. 

.  While  at  Sbissons,  NafxileoQ  learned  that  .Saint 
Prieat,  a  French  emigrant,  and  a  general  in  the 
Bu9sian  service,  hadocoa^ucdRheimB,  remarkfUe 
ior  the  venerable  cathedral  in  which  the  Kings  «f 
France  were  crowned.  Napoleoninstantly  saw  that 
the  possesiHon  of  Rheims  would  r^new  the  com- 
munication betwixt  Schwartzeaber^  and  Blocher^ 
Imidea  neutralizing  the  advantages  which  he  himself 
expected  from  theipoasession  of  Soissons.  He  mo- 
v^  frimi  Soissons  to  Rheims,  where,  after  an  attack 
which  lasted  till  late  inthenightytheRuaaiaageQOiml 
being  wounded,  his  followers  were  discouraged,  and 
evacuated  the  place.  The  utmost  horrors  might 
h^ve  been  expected  duringB  night  attack,  when  one 
army  forced^nether. from  A  considerable  town.  JBot 
in  thi0  instance  we  have  the  sat isfaction  to  record^ 
that  the  troops  on  bc^h  isided  behaved  in  a  oMMst  or- 
derly mannei%  In  his  account  of  the  previous  ac- 
tion, Nkpdeon  threw  in  one  of  those  strokes  of  fata- 
lity  which  he  loved  to  introduce.  He  endeavoured 
to  persuade  the  public,  or  perhaps  he  himself  be- 
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U^v^  tbftt  Saint  FrieH.^ra^  9h<^  by  ^  liaU  ftoiBttllP 
siuoe  c«QM»  nfbicb  kiUed  Motoan;      ... 

Bp  with  snch  fcarcea  as.  he  had  been  abl^  tp  rally  aftf^ 
h«»  defeat  at  A4Jue%  and  coqtribaled  to  the  saocess 
of  the  assault;  He  was^  mverthelfiss,  jreo^ved  ^ 
Napdeen  with  bitter  reproapb^,  felt  seveiely  bjr 
a  chief,  ef  whose  bpaoar  a»d  talents  nodoobt  had 
been  expressed  thtoagh  a  long  life  o(  sdUi^nbip^ 

Napoleoo  remaiaed  ai  RheUtos  three  days»  te  ro». 
pose  and  recruit  hb  shattered  army«  which  .was  r^ 
bfercted  from  cfvery  quarter  wber«BK»  could  becoU 
Ufit^*  Jansaeus,  a  Dutch  officer^  displayed  a  pe^Tr 
ttcfdard^ree  of  military  talent  in  faris^g  a.bodyeC 
about  4000  men,  diaiighted  from  the  garri$ons  of  tb? 
pliice^  QQ  the  ,Mo$elley  to  jojo  the  arm^;at  Rheons  % 
a  s^yen^edt  of  great  difficulty^,  cofisjd^tig  he  had 
to  pteeti^ate  through  a  country  which  was  m  a  great 
meiisure  possessed  by  the  enemy's  troop^^ 
.  The  hfdt  of  ^apole<«  at  Rheims  was  remarkable^ 
as  afibrdtng  the  htst.  means  of  transacting  business 
with  his  civil  ministers.  Hithei'to,  an  auditor  of  the 
CkniBcal  <tf  State  had  weekly  brought  to  the  Impe*- 
rial  head^quarters^  the  report  of  the  ministers,  and 
received  the  orders  ef  the  Emperor.  But  a  variety 
of  causes  rendered  this  regular  communication  du- 
j^g  the  rest  of  the.  campaign,  a  matter  of  impossibi- 
lity.   At  Rheims,  also,  Nupoleim  iuldressed  to  Can^ 
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hiineourt  a  letter^  dated  17th  March,  by  whiek  he 
seems  to  have  placed  it  in  the  power  of  that  pletii- 
potentiary  to  comply  in  full  with  the  terms  of  the 
allies.  But  the  language  in  which  it  is  couched  is 
so  far  from  bearing  the  precise  warrant  necesisary 
for  «o  important  a  concession,  that  there  must  re- 
Diaio  a  doubt  whether  Caulaincourt  would  have  felt 
justified  in  acting  upon  it,  or  whether,  so  aeting. 
Napoleon  would  have  recognised  his  doing  so,  if  cir- 
cumstances had  made  it  convenient  for  him  to  dis- 
own the  treaty.* 

While  Napoleon  was  pursuing,  fighting  with,  and 
finally  defeated  by  Blucher,his  JLieutenant-^Generals 
were  not  more  fortunate  in  front  of  the  Allied  Grand 
Army.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Marescbals 
Oadinot  and  Girard  were  left  at  the  head  of  25,000 
men,  exclusive  of  the  separate  corps  under  Macdo- 
nald,  with  orders  to  possess  themselves  of  the  heights 
of  Bar-sur-Aube,  and  prevent  Schwartzenberg  frma 
crossing  that  river.     They  made  the  movement  in 

*  The  words  alleged  to  convey  such  extensive  powers  as  totally 
to  Recall  and  alter  every  former  restriction  upon  Caulaincourfs  ex- 
ercise of  bi9  own  opinion,  are  contained,  ai  above  stated,  in  a  letter 
from  Rheims,  dated  17th  March  1814,  ''  I  have  charged  the  Duke 
of  Bassano  to  answer  your  letter  in  detaiL  I  give  you  directly  the 
authority  to  make  such  concessions  as  shall  he  iniHspensable  to 
maintain  the  continuance  (activUi)  of  the  negotiations,  and  to  ar«> 
rive  at  a  knowledge  of  the  ultimatum  of  the  allies ;  it  being  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  the  treaty  shall  have  for  its  immediate  re- 
sult the  evacuation  of  our  territory,  and  the  restoring  prisoners  en 
ifoth  sides." 
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advanee  aocordnic^7,ftnd  after  a  slMurp  action^  vkkk 
left  the  town  in  their  possession,  they  were  so  ntgli 
to  the  idlied  troops,  who  still  held  the  aobiirbs^  that 
a  battle  became  unavoidable,  and  the  Mareschals 
had  no  choice  save  of  making  the  attack,  or  of  re*- 
ceivii^  it.  They  chose  the  former,  and  gained,  at 
.Grat  soiae  advantages  from  the  very  aadadty  of 
their  attempt ;.  bat  the  allies  had  now  beoi  long  ac- 
CHfitomed  to  stand  their  ground  under  greater  dis^ 
asters.  Their  numerous  reserves  werel>roagfat  up, 
and  their  long  train  of  artillery  got  into  line.  The 
French,  after  obtaining  a  temporary  footing  on  the 
heights  of  Yeraoa&it,  were  charged  and  driven  back 
in  diaoider.  Some  fine  cavalry,  which  had  been 
br0«^  from  the  armies  in  Spain,  was  destro3red 
by  the  overpowering  cannonade.  The  French  were 
drive*  across  the  Aufae,  the  toiwnidCBar^aar^Aube 
was  taken,  and  the  defeated  Marescdials  could  only 
ndly  their  forces  at  the  villi^  of  Vandceuvres,aboat 
hatf'-way  between  Bar  and  Troyes. 

The  defeat  of  Oudioot  and  Girard  obliged  Mure- 
schalAbtodonald,  who  defended  the  line  of  the  rivier 
above  Bar,  to  retreat  to  Troyes,  from  his  strong  po- 
sitiim  at  La  Fert^-sHr-Aube.  He  therefore  fell 
back  towards  Yandceuvres*  But  though  these  three 
,  dictinguiahed  generals,  Macdonald,  Oadinot,  and 
Qirard,  had  combined  their  talents,  and  united  their 
ffi^roea,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  defend  Troyes, 
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tmi  they  were  eomp^ted  to  retreait  upon  the  gieat 
ioad  to  Paris.  Thas^  the  Ifead^quarters  of  the  al- 
lied  iBonatehs  were,  for  the  second  time  during  this 
dhangefol  war,  established  in  tht  aAekat  capital  of 
Champagne  ;  and  the  Allkd  Grtfnd  Army  recoiner- 
ody1>y  the  victory  of  Bsuvsur^Atibe^  all  the  tenitotry 
which  they  had  3^eldekl  OEip  in  consequence^  Buomt* 
porters  success  at  Mont^rea^a.  They  ^once  more 
thieat)ened  to  descend  tk^  Beine  ^npota  Pam^  foebig 
eptitled.  to  despise  any  oppogition  offered  by  a.  feeble 
lifae,  which  Mae^onadd/ Oudinot;  aM  Clirard,  en- 
deavoured to  defend  «» the;  IdEt  *  bkhk^  ' ' 
' .  ButoSbiwavttoaibet^g's  ^confidence  in  his  p<M4t»m 
wa^  low^red^' when;he  beard  thsA  Napoleon  had  ta- 
Icein'RheimBf  ajul  t^at,  on  theievetiinf  of  thi  t7th; 
Jfoy,'wrlfa  a  largedimion,  hisd  beeuffied  €halon(i- 
shriManie.  This  infeti%ei»de  made  a  deep  impreiB- 
sfam  ow  the  Anstrian  cooneil  of  ivistrl'  Tlieir  faeties 
ibnU^'rigfidly  those )Df  /the  c^  sbb<>&l  of  ^^wai^,  tb^ 
esteemed  their .arwy'iufaiedm^etteyer  i^  Freneh  idl- 
-vcdon  ^oi^bpiM  flniichiaipdsr'i»'i^tif):^o»erf'  betwixt 
tsbem;  aild<>thefe^i)esi  :  ^'f&s^  jttdeed  i» 'in  oi^  sense 
trpesi  "bat  i<  tsoe^uallytiue;  Ihate^e^y  idiiidcu^so 
iiiterpo«Rl  U  it^f  liltUe  tOf  be^iirned^  it  the  hostile 
dM[i»ioi»' bcJtWf^  #^Ich  it  %  ititisrposed  take^cool- 
Uned  mea^dre^'iop  'attacking  it;    '^W'^emshiHf, 

rvMf'qukttibir  of  ^sVK^-  W^m(^em««)  &6  ^f^ikis^t^. 
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belong^  to  tl^e  pediatry  of  war,  and  not  to  iti 
scicfiiGe.  f 

^t  nudpiglit;  ^  council  was  b^  for  tbe  purpose 
of  doterminiiig  tte  future  motiona  of  tbe  allies.  Tbe 
Grei^eralissiipp  ceqomai^dedareti?eat  bebindtbe  Ihoie 
of  ttie  Aul^e<r<  Tb^  Emperor  Alexander  opposed 
t^is  with  gre^  ^te^dine^d.  He  observed,  witb  jtti^ 
ti^i  that'  the  {nrotrs^pted  war  was  driving  the  conni-i 
try  pe<^e  to  (}espair,  and  that  tbe  peasantry  were 
al^ady  taking  up  arn^«  wbile  the  allies  only  wanted 
ref pltttiouy  certainly  ujoitber  opportunity  nor  nuniH 
hi^s4  to  4eci4p  t|^  affair  by  a  single  blo^. 

Sp  many  wore  tbe  o^edioos  stated,  and  so  diffi- 
cult was  it  to  bring  the  various  views  and  intej^esta 
of  so  ^fofmy  po^overs  to  coincide  in  tbe  same  general 
pbn,  that  the  ^^Lmperpr  informed  ooe  of  his  att^adH 
t^ntB,  be  t^o^ght  tbe  anxiety  of  tbe  mgfat  must  hkib 
lurned  half  his  hair  gvay«  Liord  Gastkreagh  wail 
^ai^^t  t^  qpi^io9  oC  Sohw^ietsL^b^g,  the  ralhei 
^9t,  \^p  GQ^]^ied  ,th^  a  retreat  behind  the  Aiito 
YfOfA4^,q.  prf fa<§  to  one  behind  tjbie  Elinei  Ta«< 
]s^\t^]^^y^^^,sL^  became  the  MinisterofiBritain 
a^#pp)i,#.icr^si  be  aonoiuv^ed  Ibe  tbe  aUied^powein^ 
%\^t^  /H>.fpoa^#  tbey^^ihooUlconunisiM^rtbe'froposfid 
jm^^mU  ^hPi  subsidies  of  £ng)md  woaUl  cease  Icrbe 
^aid  to  them.  --   '       -^    ^,^i^  .0^,0,} 

r '  If^f ,^9f!»  thffefpr^'  finally  agreed  to  resnai^  offien- 
9iY#,f|9«rations,  for  yrbiiob  ptiqwie^they^  prtpqsed  te 
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diminish  the  distaBcebettvist  the  AUiedGrand  Army 
and  that  of  Silesia^and  resume  such  a  communication 
with  Bluohcr  as  might  prevent  the  repetition  of  such 
disastersas  th^se  of  Montmirail  and  Monterau.  With 
this  vieWy  it  was  determined  to  deseend  the  Aube, 
unite  their  army  at  Arcis,  eflbr  Napoleon  battle^ 
should  he  desire  to  accept  it,  or  move  boldly  on  Paris 
if  he  should  refuse  the  proffered  action.  What  de- 
termined them  more  resolutely^  from  this  moment^ 
ta  approach  the  capital  as  soon  as  possible,  was  the 
intelKgeiice  which  arrived  at  the  head-quarters  by 
Messieursde  Polignac.  These  gentlemen  brought  an 
encouraging  account  of  the  {urogress  of  the  Royalists 
in  the  metropolis,  and  of  the  general  arrangements 
which,  were  actively  pursued  for  uniting  with  the 
interest  of  the  Bourbons  that  of  allothefs,  who>  Ironi 
dislike  to  Buonaparte'^s  person  and  government,  or 
fear  that  the  country,  and  they  themselves,  must 
ihare  in  bis  approaching  ruin-,  were  desirous  to  get 
rid  of  the  Imperial  government.  Talleyrtind  i^as 
at  the  head  of  the  confederacy,  aiHtall  H^ere  revived 
to. embrace  the  first  opportunity  of '  showiri^  them- 
selves, which  the  prepress  of  the  allies  should^^^ 
mit.  This  impoitant  intelligence,  coming  from  suich 
unquestionable  antbmty>  strengthened  the  allies  iioi 
their  resolution  to  march  upon  Paris. 

Tn  the  meantime,  Napoleon  being  at  Kheiins,  as 
stated,  on  the  16th  ^  ;i6th  March,  was  'allinki^d 
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hy  ihe  news  of  the  loss  of  the  bslde  of  fiar,  tb  i^ 
ttest  of  Ae  three  Mtfesduds  beyond  the  Seine,  md 
the  ^monstn^ons  of  the  Gfsnd  Airlny  to  cross  thit 
rhrer  once  more.  He  bnflce  up,  as  we  have  seen,  ftom 
BheunsonthelTth,  and  sending  Ne)r  to  take  poeses- 
flion  of  dhaloin,  mardiedhhnaelf  toEpemay,  with  the 
purpose  of  placing  himsdf  on  the  tight  tfluik,  and  itt 
the  rear  of  Schwartzenberg,  in  case  he  «hoidd  ad- 
vance on  the  road  to  Paris.  At  Epemay,  he  learn- 
ed that  this  allks,  alarmed  by  his  moveftients,  iiad 
retired  to  Troyes,  and  Aat  dwy  were  dboot  .t6 
retreat  i^n  the  Aube,  wd  probably  to  Langrea. 
He  also  learned  i^M  ike  Mareschals,  Macdmiald 
and  Oudihdt,  had  resumed  iheir  advanee  so  aooA 
as  their  adrenaries  began  to  retreat.  Be  hastened 
to  form  a  jonotion  with  these  perseverii^  leaders, 
tsod  proceeded  to  ascend  the  Aube  as  high  aa  Bar^ 
idierehis  ex!pectedto  dirowhimedf  into  Schwartaen- 
beiges  rear,  baling  no  doubt  diat  his  army  was  xeti- 
fing  ftom  the  banks  of  the  Aube. 

En  these  cidculations,  accurate  as  fiur  as  theonfinr- 
maticm  permitted,  Buomqnrte  was  greatly  mided 
Sb^eonceived^iiBdsdf  to  be  acting  upon  the  retreat 
of  ihe  aHies,  and  ^ipected  only  to  find  a  rear-^guaid 
«t  Aras ;  he  was  even  taUdi^  jocularly  of  maUng 
Iris  fatber-indawipiisoner  during  his  retreat  Ifcd^ 
trary  to  his  expectation,  he  shiCNild  finddie  enenqr, 
or  atay  considenlUe  |iinrt  of  tlicm,  still  up«  the 

VOL.  Vlll.  I 
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Aube,  it  was,  from  all  he  had  heard,  to  be  supposed 
his  aiq>earance  would  precipitate  their  retreat  towards 
the  frontier.  It  has  also  been  assertc^d,  that  he  ex- 
pected Mareschal  Macdonald  to  make  a  correspond, 
ing  advance  from  the  banks  of  the  Seine  to  those  of 
the  Aube ;  but  the  orders  had  been  received  too  late 
to  admit  of  the  necessary  space  being  traversed  so 
as  to  arrive  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  battle. 

Napoleon  easily  drove  before  him  such  bodies  of 
light  cavahry,  and  sharp-shooters,  as  had  been  left 
l^  the  allies,  rather  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitring 
than  of  making  serious  opposition.  He  crossed  the 
Aube  at  Plancey,  and  moved  upwards,  along  the  left 
bank  of  the  river,  with  Ney's  corps,  and  his  whole 
cavalry,  while  the  infantry  of  his  guard  advanced 
upon  the  right ;  his  army  being  thus,  according  to 
the  French  military  phrase,  d  cheval^  upon  the  Aube. 
The  town  of  Arcis  had  been  evaucated  by  the  allies 
upon  his  approach,  and  was  occupied  by  the  French 
on  tte  morning  of  the  20th  March.  That  town  forms 
the  outlet  of  a  sort  of  defile,  where  a  succession  of 
narrow  bridges  cross  a  number  of  drains,  brooks,  and 
streamlets,  the  feeders  of  the  river  Aube,  and  a  bridge 
in  the  town  crosses  the  river  itself  On  the  other 
side  of  Arcis  is  a  plain,  in  which  some  few  squadrons 
of  ciavalry,  resembling  a  reconnoitring  party,  were 
X)b8erved  manoeuvring. 

Behind  these  horse,  at  a  place  called  Clermont,  the 
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Prince  Royal  of  Wirtemberg,  whose  name  has  been 
so  often  honourably  mentioned,  was  posted  with  his 
division,  while  the  elite  of  the  allied  anny  was  drawn 
ap  on  achiun  of  hdghts  still  farther  in  the  rear,  call- 
ed Mesnil  la  G>mptesse.    But  these  forces  were  not 
apparent  to  the  vanguard  of  Napoleon's  army.   The 
French  cavalry  had  orders  to  attadc  the  light  tnx^ 
of  the  allies ;  but  these  were  instantly  supported  1^ 
whole  r^ments,  and  by  cannon,  so  that  the  attadc 
was  unsuccessful ;  and  the  squadrons  of  the  French 
were  repulsed  and  driven  back  on  Ardsata  moment, 
when,  from  the  impediments  in  the  town  and  its  en- 
virons, the  infantry  could  with  difficulty  debouche 
from  the  town  to  support  them.     Napoleon  showed, 
as  he  always  did  in  extremity,  the  same  heroic  cou- 
rage which  he  had  exhibited  at  Lodi  and  Brienne. 
He  drew  his  sword,  threw  himself  among  the  broken 
cavalry,  called  on  them  to  remember  their  former 
victories,  and  checked  the  enemy  by  an  impetuous 
chai^,  in  which  he  and  his  staff-officers  fought  hand 
to  hand  with  their  opponents,  so  that  he  was  in  per- 
sonal danger  from  the  lance  of  a  Cossack,  the  thrvst 
of  which  was  averted  by  his  aide-de-camp,  Girardin. 
His  Mameluke  Rustan  fought  stoutly  by  his  side, 
and  received  a  gratuity  for  his  bravery*    These  des- 
perate exertions  affi)rded  time  for  the  infimtry  to 
debouche  from  the  town.     The  Imperial  Guards 
cam^  up,  and  the  combat  waxed  very  warm.    The 
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gupakii  amndien  of  the  aUies  randesed  them  Ae  m^ 
gflilants  on  all  ^ints.  A  fltrangljr  eittuiled  viUi^e  m 
ftovt,  ibkI somewhat  to  Ihe  left  of  Ards,  called  Gheani 
Twcy^hadbeenoecapied'bytheFfiench.  Thisiplace 
nvB  xepoatedly  and  desperately  attacked  by  idie  alKes, 
bot  the  French  node  good  their  iposition.  Arok  it- 
aeif  was  set  tm  fire  by  die  sheUs  of  tibe  assailants, 
and  n%lit  idone  separated  the  combatants,  by  indti- 
dug  llie  idlias  to  desist  6om  the  attack. 

In  die  course  of  the  night,  Buonaparte  was  joined 
by  Maodonald,Ondmot,  and  Oiraid,  widi  tfaefoooes 
widi  which  they  had  lately  hdd  the  defensrre  iqion 
die  'Seine ;  und  the  anxious  question  remained,  whe- 
drer,  thus  reinforced,  he  should  venture  an  action 
widi  die  Grand  Army,  to  which  he  was  still  much 
iilferior  in  numbers.  Schwartzeiiberg,  agreeably  to 
die  last  resolution  of  die  allies,  drew  up  on  the 
hmj^ts  of  Mesnil  La  Ck>mptes8e,  prepared  to  receive 
batde.  On  t^nsideration  of  die  superior  strength  ctf 
die  enemy,  and  of  the  absence  of  some  troops  not  yet 
come  up,  Napoleon  finally  determined  not  to  accept 
a%attle  under  such  disadvantageous  circumstances. 
He,  dierefore,  commenced  a  retreat,  nhe  directiM  of 
whidi  was  doomed  to  prove  the  crisis  of  his  fate. 
HeTetired  aslieliad  advanced,  along  both  sides  of 
Ae  Atfte ;  and  though  pursued  and  annoyed  in  this 
Diteivement,  (whiih  was  necessarily  executed  thttmgh 
Arcis  and  lOl  its  d^es,)  his  rear-guard  wws  so  weU 
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conducted,  thathesustained  litde  loss.  A  late  author,* 
who  has  composed  an  excellent  and  scientific  work 
on  this  campaign,  has  remarked, — **  In  concluding 
the  account  of  the  two  days  thus  spent  by  the  om- 
tending  armies  in  presence  of  each  other,  itisequally 
worthy  of  remark,  that*  Buonaparte,  with  a  force  not 
exceeding  25,000  or  30,000  men,  should  have  risked 
himself  in  such  a  position  in  jBront  of  80,000  of  the 
allies,  as  that  the  latter  should  have  allowed  him  to 
escape  them  with  impunity."  The  permitting  him 
to  retreat  with  so  little  annoyance,  has  been  censur- 
ed in  g<^neral  by  all  who  have  written  on  this  cam- 


*>  IV^mour  of  the  Opaii(ioiui  of  ^e  Allied  Armiet  in  1813  «nd 
1814.    London,  Murray,.  1822. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Plans  of  Buonaparte  in  his  present  difficulties  considered. — 
Military  and  political  Questions  regarding  Paris. — Napo" 
Icon  Hetermines  to  pass  to  the  rear  of  the  eastern  Frontier,' 
and  crosses  the  Mame  on  22d  March. — Retrospect  of 
Events  in  the  vicinity  of  Lyons,  S^c. —  77ie  Allies  advtmce 
upon  Paris. — Defeats  of  the  French  in  various  quarters, — 
Marmont  and  Mortier,  vnth  their  discouraged  and  broken 
Forces,  retreat  under  the  walls  of  Paris. — Paris,  how  far 
defensible. — Exertions  of  Joseph  Buonaparte. —  The  Em- 
press Maria  Louisa,  with  the  civil  Authorities  of  govern^ 
memt,  leave  the  city.^— Attach  of  Paris  on  the  30th,  when 
the  Prench  are  defeated  on  all  sides. — A  truce  is  applied 
for,  and  accorded. — Joseph  Buonaparte  flies,  with  all  his 
attendants. 


The  decline  of  Napoleon's  waning  fortunes  having 
been  such^  as  to  turn  him  aside  from  an  offered  field 
of  battle^  and  to  place  him  betwixt  two  armies,  each 
superior  in  number  to  his  own,  called  now  for  a 
speedy  and  decisive  resolution. 

The  manoeuvres  of  Schwartzenberg  and  Blucher 
tended  evidently  to  form  a  junction ;  and  when  it 
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is  conadered,  that  Buonaparte  had  felt  it  neces* 
sarjr  to  retreat  from  the  Army  of  Silesia  before 
Laon,  and  from  the  Grand  Army  before  Arcis,  it 
would  have  been  frenzy  to  wait  till  they  both  do- 
sed upon  him.  Two  courses,  therefore,  remained  ;— 
either  to  draw  back  within  the  closing  circle  which 
his  enemies  were  about  to  form  around  him,  and, 
retreating  before  them  until  he  had  collected  his  ' 
whole  forces,  make  a  stand  under  the  walls  of  Pa- 
ris, aided  by  whatever  strength  that  capital  possess- 
ed, and  which  his  energies  could  have  called  out ; 
or,  on  the  contrary,  to  march  eastward,  and,  break- 
ing through  the  same  circle,  to  operate  ok  the 
rear  of  the  allies,  and  on  their  lines  of  communica- 
tion. This  last  was  a  subject  on  which  the  Austrians 
had  expressed  such  feverish  anxiety,  as  would  pro- 
bably immediately  induce  them  to  give  up  all 
thoughts  of  advancing,  and  march  back  to  the  fit>n- 
tier.  Such  a  result  was  the  rather  to  be  hope4,  be- 
cause the  continued  stay  of  the  allies,  and  the  passage 
and  repassage  of  troops  through  an  exhausted  coun- 
try, had  worn  out  the  patience  of  the  hwly  peasantry 
of  Alsace  and  Franche  Compte,  whom  the  eiactionft 
and  rapine,  inseparable  from  the  movements  •f  a 
hostile  soldiery,  had  now  roused  fit>m  the  apathy  with 
which  they  had  at  first  witnessed  the  invasion  of 
their  territory.  Before  Lyons,  Napoleon  might 
reckon  on  being  reinforced  by  the  veteran  army  of 


d  by  Google 


106  UFI^QP 

Sn^Mt,  $mmd  &om  C^MlimU »  Md  lie  muU  be 
vithin  ij^ick  of  the  numeixHis  chidii  e£  forteeaim^ 
yfidoh  hed  ganascms  ^frong^^u^  to  form  an  aimy^ 
if  4rawii  together. 

Tlie  ipi^l^atuH^  f^MT  aisNH^Qg  such,  a  fmve^  and 
^  inning  tbe  peasantry^  bad  be^  in  i^greaa  fi» 
aexni?  time*  Trusty  i^^tnta,  beaciiig  ocdera  oonceaL- 
ed  im  the  sheaths  of  thw  knives^  the  ceSars.  of 
thdr  dogpb  or  about  tbeii;  persms^hadbem  detadw 
'ad  to  warn  the  yarious  commandaots  ef  the  Empe-. 
vor^s  pleasure.  Several  were  taken  by  the  blockading 
troops  of  the  allies,  and  hanged  as  spies,  but  others 
■Mde  their  way.  While  at  Bheixns,  Buonaparte  had 
issued  an  cM^der  finr  reuskig  the  peaigantry,  in  which 
be  not  only  declared  their  arising  in  arms  was.  an 
act  of  patriotic  duty,  but  denounced  as  traitors  the 
mayors  of  the  districts  who  should  throw  ob^iuc- 
tions  in  the  way  of  a  general  levy.  The  allies,  on  the 
contrary,  ^eatened  the  extremity  of  military  ezfr. 
cution  on  all  the  peasantry  who  should  obey  Napo* 
leon's  oaU  to  arms.  It  was,  as  we  formerly  dbserved^ 
an  excellent  e^mi^iification,  how  much  political  opii- 
wms  d^^ud  on  circumstances ;  £ar,  aft^  the  second* 
oapbare  of  Vienna,  the  Austrians  were  calling  out 
thci  levy-en^masse,  and  Napoleon^  in  his  turn,  was. 
threatening  to  bum  the  villages,  and  execute  the 
Bf^^ismts^  who  should  dare  to  obey. 

Wlnte  Napoleon  was  atRheims,  ijbe  aiairs  06  the 
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of]^b,e«at  frontM  sealed  so  promuuigy  that  Key 
oIKxfd  t0  take  the  ammiyid  of  the  innumetioiiaiy 
MP  J ;  w4  a^^  Im  ^^ 'oc^^'^i^  ^  hest  officer  of  1]^ 
^roop0  in  Em^iqpe,  it  is  not  improbable  he  might  ha«e 
biought  Ae  kYieB^ii««asse  on  that  warlike  boidsTt 
ta  haye  fou|^  like  the  French  natkaalfosooa  inthe 
b^liming  of  the  Serolution.  Buon^arte  did  mU 
yield  to  this  proposaL  Perhaps  he  thought  so  bold 
a  moTemait  could  only  succeed  under  his  own  eye. 
But  there  were  two  especial  considerations  whick  ' 
must  ha^e  made  Ni^leon  hesitate  on  adapting  this 
qpedes  of  back-game,  designed  to  redeem  the  atehe 
whidi  it  was  unpossibk  to  save,  by  the  ordinwy 
mesna  of  canying  on  the  bloody  play.  The  one  wns 
the  military  question,  whether  Paris  could  be  defends 
e^  if  Napoleon  was  to  n^oye  to  die  rear  of  the  ali* 
lied  army,  instead  oi  fiJling  btok  i^n  the  eilgr 
widi  the  army  which  he  commanded.  The  odiaa 
^estion  was  of  yet  deeper  import,  and  of  a  political 
nature.  The  means  of  the  a^ital  for  defence  being 
supposed  adequate,  was  it  likely  that  Paris,*a  tomi 
of  sevai  hundred  thousand  inhshitsniSj  divided  ii^ 
foetions  unaccustomed  to  the  near  voice  of  w«yr,  woi 
startled  by  the  dreadfiil  m>velfy  of  their  situation, 
would  submit  to  the  sacrifices  which  a  sucoeasfiil  fb*- 
fcnce  of  the  city  must  in  every  event  have  required  ? 
Was,  in  short,  their  love  and  fear  of  Boom^Murte  so 
gcei^  that  without  his  personal  presence,  and  that 
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of  his  army,  to  encourage,  and  at  the  same  time  orer^ 
awe  them,  they  would  willingly  incur  the  risk  of  see- 
ing their  beautiful  metropolis  destroyed,  and  all  the 
hOTrors  of  a  sack  inflicted  by  the  mass  of  nations 
whom  Napoleon's  ambition  had  been  the  means  of 
combining  against  them,  and  who  proclaimed  them- 
selves the  enemies,  not  of  France,  but  of  Buona- 
parte? 

Neither  of  these  questions  could  be  answered  with 
confidence.  Napoleon,  although  he  had  embodied 
30,000  national  guards,  had  not  provided  arms  for 
a  third  part  of  the  number.  This  is  hinted  at  by 
some  authors,  as  if  the  want  of  these  arms  ought  to 
be  imputed  to  some  secret  treason.  But  this  accusa- 
tion has  never  been  put  in  any  tangible  shape.  The 
arms  never  existed,  and  never  were  ordered ;  and  al- 
though Napoleon  had  nearly  three  month^s  time  allow- 
ed him,  after  his  return  to  Paris,  yet  he  never  thought 
of  arming  the  Parisians  in  general.  Perhaps  hedoubt- 
ed  their  fidelity  to  his  cause.  He  ordered,  it  is  said, 
two  hundred  cannon  to  be  provided  for  the  defence  of 
the  northern  and  eastern  line  of  the  city,  but  neither 
were  these  obtained  in  sufiicient  quantity.  The 
number  of  individuals  who  could  be  safely  intrusted 
with  arms,  was  also  much  limited.  Whether,  there- 
fore, Paris  was,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  capable  of 
defence  or  not,  must  have,  in  every  event,  depended 
much  on  the  strength  of  the  military  force  left  to 
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protect  it.  This  Napoleon  knew  must  be  very  mo- 
derate. His  hopes  were  therefore  necessarily  li- 
mited by  circumstances,  to  the  belief  that  Paris, 
though  incapaUe  of  a  protracted  defence,  might  yet 
hold  out  for  such  a  space  as  might  enable  him  to 
move  to  its  relief. 

But,  secondly,  as  the  means  of  holding  out  Paris 
were  very  imperfect,  so  the  inclination  of  the  citisens 
to  defend  themselyes  at  the  expense  of  any  consider- 
aUe  sacrifice,  was  much  doubted.  It  was  not  in 
reason  to  be  expected  that  the  Parisians  should  imi- 
tate the  devotion  of  Zaragossa.  Each  Spanbh  dti- 
XCT,  xm  that  memorable  occasion,  bad  his  share  of  in- 
terest in  the  war  which  all  maintained — a  portion, 
namely,  of  that  liberty  and  independence  for  which 
it  was  waged.  But  the  Parisians  were  very  differ- 
endy  situated.  They  were  not  called  on  to  barri- 
cade their  streets,  destroy  their  suburbs,  turn  their 
houses  into  fortresses,  and  themselves  into  soldiers, 
and  expose  their  property  and  families  to  the  horrors 
of  a  storm;  and  this  not  for  any  advantage  to  France 
or  tfaanselves,  but  merely  that  they  might  maintain 
Napoleon  on  the  throne.  The  ceaseless^  and  of  late 
the  losing  wars,  in  which  he  seemed  irretrievably  en- 
gaged, had  rendered  his  government  unpopular ;  and 
it  was  0ain  to  all,  except  perhaps  himself,  that  he 
did  not  stand  in  that  relation  to  the  people  of  Paris, 
when  citisens  are  prepared  to  die  for  their  sovereign. 
It  might  have  been  as  weU  expected  diat  the  frogs 
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in  tbe  fidble  WMild,  in  case  oBiowBakai,  haTeriMii  in. 
a  mass  to  defend  Sing  Serpent.  It  is  probable  that 
Buonaparte  did  not  see  this  iatfaft  truapointof  udew ;. 
'  bat  that,  mdi  the-ftelings  of  self •impocfeanoe  whkk' 
sovereigns  must  naturally  acquire  fixun  their  situai- 
tion,  and  which,  from  his  high  aclion&  and  distin«> 
gubhed  talents,  he  of  all  sovereigns,  waa  peculiarly 
entitled  to  indulge, — ^it  is  probablelhathe  loitf  sii^t 
of  the  great  ctisproportion  betwixt)  the  nation  aiid.au 
individual ;  and  forgot,  amid  the  faundredb  of  thouH 
sand»  which  Paris  contains,  what  sanall  relatioiLthe; 
number  of  his  own  faithfid  and  dev<djed  MLomwoMj 
bcnre,  not  only  to  l^ose  who  were  penlouslyengagsd 
in-  factions  hostile  to  him,  but  to  the  great  mass,  who^ 
in  Hotspur^^  phrase,  loved  their  own  shops  or  ban»i 
better  than  his  house. 

Thirdly,  Ae  consequences  of  Pans  being  bst^ 
either  from  not  possessing,  or  not  employing,  the 
mean»  of  defence,  were  sure^to  be^productrve-  of  iive*' 
trievabie  calamity.   Busesa^  as  hi|d  hee»  shown^oouid 
survive  Ae  destruction  ot  its  ci^tal,  and  periiaps/ 
3reat  BritainVfate  mij^t  notbe^decidedby  th&oapi*' 
ture  of  Londom  But  the  govenun^it  of  France  had^ 
during  all  Ae  pkases  of  the  Bevohitiwiv  dependesb 
upon  the  ptMsession  of  Paris,  a  (»pitid  which  has^  at 
aHf  times  directed  the  public.  c}»nioR  of  that  country* 
Should  the  military  occupation  of  this  most  inflnen* 
tiaL  of  all  capitab,  bring  about,  as  was  most  lilcely^  a 
p<ditifcal  and  internal  revohition^  itwas  geeatiy  to  ba 
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doiibtocK  WbeAer  the  Emperor  could  make  an  effioc- 
toal  Btai^  in  any  odier  part  of  his  ^mimons. 

it  most  be  candidly  admitted,  that  thisreasonkigy 
astbeing  subeeqiiait  to  the  fact,  has  a  much  more  deci- 
shie^appearance  than  it  coukl  hare  had  when  snlgect- 
ed  to  die  consideration  of  Napoleon.  Hewasentided, 
fimn  theiSBverish  anxiety  hitherto  shown  by  the  Au»- 
tnans,  iqwm  any  approach  to  flank  moireBients,and  by 
At  caittion  of  their  general  proceedings,  to  think  that 
ihey  would  be  greatly  too  timorous  to  adopt  the  boM 
st^  of  presmng  onward  to  Paris.  It  was  more  likely 
that  they  would  fiiUow  him  to  the  frontier,  with  the 
purpose  of  presenring  their  commimications.  Be^ 
sides.  Napoleon  at  this  crisis  had  but  a  very  slen- 
der cfaoioe  of  measures.  To  remain  where  he  was, 
between  Blucher  and  Schwarts^sberg,  was  not  pot* 
siMe ;  and,  in  advancing  to  eidier  ftmk,  he  must 
havlB  fought  with  a  superior  enemy.  To  retrieat 
upon  Paris,  was  sore  to  induce  the  whole  allies  to 
pursue  in  the  same  direction;  and  the  eneouragemeiit 
which  such  a  retreat  must  have  given  to  his  oppoBh- 
ents,  might  have  had  the  most  fatid  oonsequences. 
Perhaps  his  partisans  might  have  taken  more  courage 
during  his  abseilce,^om  die  idea  that  he  was  at  itm 
bead  of  a  conquering  arttiy,  in  the  rear  of  the  dlies, 
dian  during  his  actual  presence,  if  he  had  arrived  in 
Paris  in  consequence  of  a  compdLsory  retreat. 
Buonaparte  seems,  as  much  from  a  sort  of  iieces- 
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sity  as  from  choice,  to  have  prrfenred  btealdng 
through  the  circle  of  hunters  which  hemmed  him  in, 
trusting  to  eftrengthen  his  army  with  the  garrisons 
drawn  from  the  frontier  fortresses,  and  with  the  war- 
like peasantry  of  Alsace  and  Franche  Compt^,  and, 
thus  reinforced,  to  advance  with  rapidity  on  the  rear 
of  his  enemies,  ere  they  had  time  to  execute,  or  per- 
haps to  arrange,  any  system  of  offensive  operaticms. 
The  scheme  appeared  the  more  hopeful,  as  he  was 
peremptory  in  his  belief  that  his  march  could  not  £eu1 
to  draw  after  him,  in  pursuit,  or  observation  at  least, 
the  Grand  Army  of  Schwartienberg ;  the  general 
maxim,  that  the  war  could  only  be  decided  where  be 
wa9  present  in  person,  being,  as  he  conceived,  as 
deeply  impressed  by  experience  upon  his  enemies  as 
upon  his  own  soldiers. 

Napoleon  could  not  disguise  from  himself,  what 
indeed  he  had  told  the  French  public,  that  a  march, 
or,  as  he  termed  it,  a  Hourra  upon  Paris,  was  the 
principal  purpose  of  the  allies.  Every  movement 
made  in  advance,  whether  by  Blucher  or  Schwartzen- 
berg,  had  this  for  its  object.  But  they  had  uniform- 
ly relinquished  the  undertaking,  upon  his  making 
any  demonstration  to  prevent  it ;  and  therefore  he 
did  9ot  suspect  them  of  a  resolution  so  venturous  as 
to  move  directly  upon  Paris,  leaving  the  Frendi 
army,  unbroken  in  their  rear,  to  act  upon  their  line  of 
communication  with  Germany.  It  is  remarked,  that 
those  chess-players  who  deal  in  the  most  venturous 
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gambits  are  least  capable  of  defendii^  thenoselTeB 
wben  attacked  in  the  same  audadous  mamder ;  and 
that^  in  war,  tbe  gaierals  whose  usual  and  favourite 
tactics  are  those  of  advance  and  attack,  have  bem 
most  firequendy  surfurised  by  the  unexpected  adop- 
tion of  offensive  operations  on  the  part  of  their  enemy. 
Napoleon  had  been  so  much  accustomed  to  see  his 
antagonists  bend  their  attention  rather  to  parry  bbws 
than  to  aim  them,  and  was  so  confident  in  thedread 
impressed  by  his  rapidity  of  movement,  his  energy  of 
assault,  and  the  terrors  of  his  r^utation,  that  he 
se^ns  to  have  entertained  little  iq>prehension  of  the 
allies  adopting  a  plan  t)f  operations  which  had  no  re- 
fer^ice  to  his  own,  and  which,  instead  of  attempting 
to  watch  or  counteract  his  movements  in  the  rear  of 
their  army,  should  lead  them  straight  finrward  to  take 
possession  of  his  capital.  Besides,  notwithstanding 
otgections  have  been  stated,  which  seemed  to  render 
m  permanent  defence  impossible,  there  were  other 
considerations  to  be  taken  into  view.  The  ground  to 
the  north  of  Paris  is  very  strong,  the  natioipal  guard 
was  numerous,  the  lower  .part  of  the  population  of  a 
military  character,  and  favourable  to  his  cause.  A 
defence,  if  rescdute,  however  brief,  would  have  the 
double  effect  of  damping  the  ardour  of  the  SBSijIants, 
and  of  detaining  them  before  the  wallsof  the  capital, 
until  Buonaparte  should  advance  to  its  relief  and 
thus  place  the  allies  between  two  fires.  It  was  not 
to  be  supposed  that  the  surrender  uof  Paris. would  be 
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apprehend  urould  have  given  rise  to  the  consequences 
that  actually  feUowed. 

The  alliefli,  whoiad  in  their  latest  councils  wound 
up  their  resolution  to   the  decisive  experiment  of 
marching  on  Paris,  were  at  first  at  a  loss  to  account 
for  Napoleon's  disappearance,  or  to  guess  whither  he 
had  gone*  This  occasioned  some  hesitation  and  Ibss  of 
time.  At  length,  by  the  interception  of  a  French  cou- 
rier, they  found  dii^tches  addressed  by  Buonaparte 
to  his  government  at  Paris,  fircnn  which  they  were 
enabled  to  conjecture  the  real  purpose  and  direction 
of  his  march.     A  letter,  in  theemperor^s  own  hand, 
"  to  Maria  Louisa,  confirmed  the  certainty  of  the  in- 
formation.   The  allies  resolved  to  adhere,  under 
this  unexpected  chMige  of  circumstances,  to  the  bold 
resolution  they  had  already  formed.     To  conceal  the 
real  direction  of  hit  march,  as  well  as  to  open  a»n- 
munications  with  the  Silesian  army,  Schwartzenberg, 
moving  laterally,  transferred  his  head-quarters  to^ 
Yitry,  where  he  arrived  on  the  24th,  two  days  after 
it  had  been  summoned  by  Napoleon.     Bhicher,  in 
the  meantime,  approached  his  army  firom  Laon  tb 
Chalons,  now  entirely  re-organised  after  the  two 
bloody  battles  which  it  had  sustained. 

Am  a  necessary  preparation  tor  the  advance, 
General  Ducca  was  left  on  the  Aube,  with  a  divi- 
sion of  Austriansy  for  the  purpose  of  defending  their 
dep6ts,  keeping  open   their  communications,  and 
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guftrdhig  t&e  person  of  the  Emperor  Francis;  wfab 
did  not  pefhdps  jac^e  it  delicate  to  approacB  Paris 
In  arms,  witli  the  rest  of  the  sovereijfns,  while  the 
city  wasT  nominally  governed  by  his  own  daughter  as 
Regent.  Dacca  had  also  in  charge,  if  pressed,  to 
retreat  upon  the  Prince  of  Hesse  Homberg*s  army) 
which  wite  in  trimnphsnt  possession  of  Lyons. 

This  important  arrangement  being  made,  anothet 
was  adopted  equally  necessary  to  deceive  and  ob- 
serve Napoleon.  Ten  diousand  cavalry  were  select- 
ed, under  the  enterprising  generals,  Winzengerode 
and  CsemichdF,  who^  with  fifty  pieces  of  cannon, 
were  dispatched  to  hang  on  Buonaparte's*  march,  to 
obstruct  his  communications  with  the  country  he  had 
lell,  intercept  couriers  ftom  Paris,  or  information  re- 
specting the  motions  of  the  allied  armies,  and  to  pre- 
sent on  all  occasions  such  a  front,  as;  if  possible, 
might  impress  him  with  the  belief  that  their  corps 
formed  the  vanguard  of  the  whole  army  of  Schwart- 
zenbei^.  The  Russian  and  Prussian  Ught  troops 
meanwhile  scoured  the  roads,  and  intercqited,  near 
Sommepuix,  a  convoy  of  artillery  and  ammunition 
belonging  to  NapoIeon^s  rear-guard,  when  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon,  witit  a  strong-  escort,  feU  into  theit 
hands.  They  also  cut  off  several  couriers,  bringing 
important  dispatches  to  Napolecm  from  Paris.  One 
of  these  was  loaded  with  as  heavy  tidings  as  ever 
were  destined  to  i^fietfidlinggreatnesa   UnspaelM 
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jgDj^noed^Nspoleoii  of  the  descent  of  the  EngUshin 
Jtfij ;  of  the  entry  of  the  Austrians  into  I^om?, 
31^  the  critical. 9tate  of  Aiq;ereau ;  of  the  declara- 
tion of  Bourdeaux  in  favour  of  Louis  ;  pf  the  d^- 
mowatrations  of  Wellington  towards  Toulouse;  of 
the  disaffected  state  of  the  public  mind,  and  the  ex- 
hausted condition  of  the  national  re^urcea.  Much 
of  these  tidings  was  new  to  the  allied  sovereigns  and 
gem^nds ;  b^t  it  was  received  by  them  with  very  dif- 
fisrent  s^asations^from  those  which  the  intelligencje 
WM  calculated  to  .inflict  upon  him  for  whom  the 
packet  w^  intended. 

V  Bkicher,  m  the. meanwhile,  so  soon  as  he  felt  the 
iq^K)siti<m  to^his  movements  diminished  by  the  march 
€£  Buonapwrte  from  Chalons  to  Arcis,  had  instantly 
i^ui^ed  fhe  d^snsivQ,  and  driven  the  corps  of  Moi:- 
tie^-wd  'Jtf  arppi^,  left  tp  observe  his  motions,  over 
4h^  J^ame*  >HjB  paas^  the  Aisne  near  J^ery-le-Bac, 
f^ppsBfSspd  h||](isdf  of  Rheims  by  blowing  open  the 
gates  and;  8tQrpiii|g/die  place,  and,  having  gained 
^h^iyse:aiiK»3pp|se%  mpved  towards  Chalons  and  Vitry. 
£^  cp^rfiip  llfd  hiUjertP  be^  south-eastward,  in  or- 
4(^tp  joi^rwit^.  §(^W;j^enberg  f  but  he  flow  repei- 
j§fl,fi^^  t|ip  J^.of  J?4T;ssia  the  welpcpie  ordortp 
^|!«p;hi#  jpftarpfe  »^fstf  «^>^  and,n^^e,  straight  upon 
i^^s.  t7!li|e,iGrrand,AiriQy  i^ptpd  the  same  direc- 
^^,,|in^  thus  tlifjc  moved,  o^ in  corresponding  lines, 
iiod  in  communication  with  each  other* 
While  Buonaparte,  retiring  to  the  east,  prepared 
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for  throwing  himself  on  the  rear  of  the  allies,  he 
was  necessarily,  in  person,  exposed  to  the  same  ride 
of  having  his  communications  cut  off,  and  his  sup^ 
plies  intercepted,  which  it  was  the  object  of  hi# 
movement  to  inflict  upon  his  enemy.  Marmont  and 
Mortier,  who  retreated  before  Blucher  over  the 
Mame,  had  orders  to  move  upon  Vitry,  probably 
because  that  movement  would  have  placed  them  in. 
the  rear  of  Schwartzenberg,  had  he  been  induced  to 
retreat  from  the  line  of  the  Aube,  as  Napoleon  ex- 
pected  he  would.  But  as  a  very  different  course 
had  been  adopted  by  the  allies,  from  that  which 
Napoleon  had  anticipated,  the  two  Mareschals  found 
themselves  unexpectedly  in  front  of  their  Grand  Ar*^ 
my  near  La  Fere  Champenmse.  They  were  compel- 
led to  attempt  a  retreat  to  Sezanne,  in  which,  ha- 
rassed by  the  numerous  cavalry  of  the  allies,  they 
sustained  heavy  loss. 

While  the  cavabry  were  engaged  in  pursuit  of  the 
Mareschals,  the  infantry  of  the  allies  were  approadi- 
ing  the  town  of  La  Fere  Champenoise,  when  a  heaVy 
fire  was  heard  in  the  vicinity,  and  presently  appeared 
a  large  column  of  infantry,  advandng  chequer-wise 
and  by  intervals,  followed  and  repeatedly  charged  by 
several  squadrons  of  cavalry,  who  were  speedify  re- 
cognised as  belonging  to  the  Silesian  army.  The 
infantry,  about  5000  in  number,  had  left  Paris  with 
a  large  convoy  of  provisions  and  ammunition.  They 

were  proceeding  towards   Montmirail,  when  they 
1 
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Were  diseoveredandiittacked  1^  the  cavaby  of  filu^ 
clier's  ariny«  Unable  to  make  a  stand,  they  endea- 
voured, by  an  alteration  of  their  march,  to  reach  La 
fere  Champenoise,  where  they  expected  to  find  either 
the  Emperor,  or  Marmont  and  Mortier.  It  was  thus 
dieir  misfortune  to  fall  upon  Scylla  in  seekinj^  to 
avoid  Charybdis.  The  column  consisted  entirely  of 
young  men,  conscripts  or  nation^  guards,  who  had 
never  before  been  in  action.  Yet,  neither  the  ne- 
cessity of 'their  condition,  nor  their  unexpected  sur-. 
prise  in  meeting  first  one,  and  then  a  second  army 
4a£  enemies,  where  they  looked  only  for  friends,  could 
induoe  these  spirited  young  men  to  surrender.  Rap* 
patel,  the  aide-de-camp  of  Moreau,  and  entertained 
in  the  same  capacity  by  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
57as  shot,  while  attempting,  by  the  orders  of  the  £m«> 
peror,  to  explain  to  them  the  impossibility  of  resist- 
ance. The  French  say,  that  the  brother  of  Rappatel 
^served  in  the  company  from  which  the  shot  came 
which  killed  the  unfortunate  ofiicer*  The  artillery 
at  length  opened  on  the  French  on  every  side ;  ihey 
were  charged  by  squadron  after  squadron ;  the  whole 
convoy  was  taken,  and  the  escort  were  killed,  wound- 
ed, of  made  prisoners* 

Thus,  the  allies  continued  to  advance  upon  t^a^ 
<ns,  whilp  the  shattered  divisions  of  Mortier  and 
Marmont,  liard  pressed  by  the  cavalry,  lost  a  rear- 
guard of  1500  men  near  Ferte  Gauchere.  At  Crecy 
ihey  parted  into   two  Jt>odies^   one  retreating'  on 
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Meaux,  the  other  on  Lagny.     They  were  still  pur-  ' 
sued  and  harassed ;  and  at  length,  the  soldiers  be- 
coming desperate,  could  hardly  be  kept  together^ 
while  the  ardllery-men  cut  the  traces  of  their  gunSf 
and  mounted  thar  draught-horses,  to  effect  their 
escape.     It  is  computed  that  the  French  divisions 
betwe^  La  Fer6  Champenoise  and  Lagny,  lost  8000 
men,  and  eighty  guns,  besides  immense  quantities 
of  baggage  and  ammunition*     Indeed,  surrounded 
as  they  were  by  oTerpowering  numbers,  it  KH^iir- 
ed  no  little  skill  in  the  generals,  as  wdl  as  bravery 
and  devotion  in  the  soldiers,  to  keep  the  army  from 
dissolving  endrdy^     The  albes,  gainipg  advanjbages 
at  every  step,  moved  on  with  such  ezpeditioB,  tlmt 
when,  on  the  87^  March,  they  took  up  their  head- 
quarters at  CoUomiers,  they  had  marched  wpwarda 
of  seventy  miles  in  three  days. 

An  effort  was  made,  by  about  10,000  men  of  the 
national  guards,  to  stop  a  column  of  .the  army  of 
Silesia,  but  it  totally  fiuled ;  General  Home  gallcp- 
ing  into  the  very  centre  of  the  French  mass  of  in- 
fantry, and  making  prisoner  the  general  who  com- 
manded them  with  his  own  hand.  When  Blucher 
approached  Meaux,  the  garrison,  (a  part  of  Mor- 
tier^s  armyi)  retreated,  Uowing  up  a  large  powder 
magazine.  This  was  on  the  28th  of  March,  and  on 
the  evening  of  the  same  day,  the  vanguard  of  the 
Silesian  army  pushed  on  as  far  as  Claye,  from  whence, 
not  without  a  sharp  action  they  dislodged  a  piurt  4>f 
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die  diviidoiis  of  Marmont  and  Mortier.  The«e 
Marescbals  now  retreated  under  the  walls  of  Pari8> 
tbdr  discouraged  and  broken  forces  forming  the 
only  regular  troops,  excepting  those  of  the  garrison, 
ifhich  could  be  reckoned  on  for  the  defence  of  the 
capital. 

'  The  allied  armies  moved  onward,  on  the  same 
grand  point,  leaving,  however,  Generals  Wrede  and 
Sadken,  with  a  corps  d'armee  of  30,000  men,  upon 
the  line  of  the  Mame,  to  oppose  any  attempt  which 
might  be  made  for  annoying  the  rear  of  the  army^ 
&nd  thus  relieving  the  metropolis. 

Deducing  this  covering  army,  the  rest  of  the  al* 
Ued  forces  movefd  in  columns  along  the  three  grand 
routes  of  Meaux,  Lagny,  and  Soissons,  thus  threat- 
enii^g  Paris  along  all  its  north-eastern  quarter.  The 
military  sovereigns  and  their  victorious  armies  were 
now  in  sight  of  that  metropolis,  whose  ruler  said  his 
soldiers  had  so  often  and  so  long  lorded  it  in  theirs ; 
of  that  Paris,  which,  unsatisfied  with  her  high  rank 
among  the  cities  of  Europe,  had  fomented  constant 
war  until  all  should  be  subjugated  to  her  empire; 
of  that  proud  city,  who  boasted  herself  the  first  in 
arms  and  in  science,  the  mistress  and  example  of  the 
civilized  world,  the  depositary  of  all  that  is  wonder- 
ful in  the  fine  arts,  and  the  dictatress  as  well  of  taste 
as  of  law  to  continental  Europe. 

The  position  of  Paris,  on  the  north-eastern  firon- 
tiet,  irfaich  was  thus  approach^,  is  as  strongly  de- 
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fensible,  perhaps,  as  can  be  said  of  any  unfortified 
town  in  the  world.  Art,  however,  had  added  little 
to  the  defence  of  the  city  itself,  except  a  few  wretch-  , 
ed  redoubts,  (called  by  the  French  tambourai)  lerect- 
ed  for  protection  of  the  barriers.  But  the  external 
line  was  very  strong,  as  will  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing sketch.  The  heights  which  environ  the  dty  on 
the  eastern  side,  rise  abruptly  from  an  extensive 
plain,  and  form  a  steep  and  narrow  ridge,  which 
sinks  again-  as  suddenly  upon  the  eastern  quarter  of 
the  town,  which  it  seems  to  screen  as  with  a  natural 
bulwark.  The  line  of  defence  which  they  afford  is 
extremely  strong.  The  southern  extremity  of  the 
ridge,  which  rests  upon  the  wood  of  Vincennes,  ex- 
tending southward  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Marhei 
is  called  the  heights  of  Belville  and  Romainville, 
taking  its  name  from  two  delightful  villages  which 
occupy  it,  Belville  being  nearest,  and  Romainville 
most  distant  from  Paris.  The  heights  are  covered 
with  romantic  groves,  and  decorated  by  many  plea- 
sant villas,  with  gardens,  orchards,  vineyards,  and 
plantations.  These,  which,  in  peaceful  times,  are  a 
favourite  resort  of  the  gay  Parisians,  on  their  par-  '• 
ties  of  pleasure,  were  now  to  be  occupied  by  other 
guests,  and  for  far  different  purposes.  In  advance 
of  these  heights,  and  protected  by  them,  is  the  vil- 
lage of  Pantin,  situated  on  the  great  road  from 
Bondy.  To  the  left  of  Romainville,  and  more  in 
front  of  BelviUe,  is  a  projecting  eminence,  termed 
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die  Butte  de  Saint  Cbaumont.     The  ridge  there 
sinks,  and 'admits  a  half-finished  aqueduct,  ddled  the 
Canal  de  POurcq.     The  ground  then  i^gaiu  rises 
into  the  bold  and  steep  eminence,  called  Montmar- 
4;re,  from  being  the  supposed  place  of  the  martyr- 
dom of  St  Denis,  the  patron  of  France,    from  the 
declivity  of  this  steep  hill  is  a  level  plain,  extending 
to  the  river  Seine,  through  which  runs  the  principal 
northern  approach  to  Paris,  from  the  town  of  Saint 
Denis.     The  most  fcHrmidable  preparations  had  been 
made  for  maintaining  this  strong  line  of  defence, 
behind  which  the  city  lay  sheltered.     The  extreme 
right  of  the  French  forces  occupied  the  wood  of 
Yincennes,  and  the  wiUage  of  Charenton  upon  the 
Mame,  and  was  supported  by  the  troops  stationed 
on  the  heights  of  Belleville,  Romamville,  and  on 
the  Butte  de  Chaumont,  which  composed  the  right 
wing.     Their  centre  occupied  the  line  formed  by  the 
half-finished  canal  de  FOurcq,  was  defended  by  the 
village  of  La  Villette,  and  a  strong  redoubt  on  the 
farm  of  Rouvroi,  mounted  with  eighteen  heavy  guns» 
and  by  the  embankments  of  the  canal,  and  still  far- 
ther protected  by  a  pow^rfril  artillery  planted  in  the 
rear,  on  the  heights  of  Montmartre.     The  left  wing 
was  thrown  back  from  the  village  called  Mon9eaux, 
near  the  north-western  extremity  of  the  heights,  and 
prolonged  itself  to  that  of  Neuilly,  on  the  Seine, 
which  was  strongly  occupied  by  the  extreme  left  of 
Jthfiix  army.     Thus,  with  the  right  extremity  of  thj^ 
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:%nny  restbg  upon  the  river  Mame,  and  the  left  up^ 
on  the  Seine,  the  French  occupied  a  defensive  semi^ 
circular  line,  which  could  not  be  turned,  the  greater 
|Murt  of  which  was  posted  on  heights  of  uncommon 
steepness,  and  the  whole  defended  by  cannon,  placed 
with  the  utmost  science  and  judgment,  but  very  de^ 
^cient  in  point  of  numbers. 

The  pther  side  of  Paris  is  almost  defenceless ;  but, 
in  order  to  have  attached  it  on  iixat  side,  the  allien 
must  have  previously  erossed  the  Seine ;  an  opera- 
tion successfully  practised  in  the  following  year,  but 
4^hich  at  that  period,  wh^i  their  work,  to  be  execu- 
ted  at  all,  must  be  done  suddenly,  they  had  no  lei* 
sure  to  attempt,  considering  the  great  probability  of 
Napoleon's  coming  up  in  their  rear,  recalled  by  the 
danger  of  the  capital.  They  were  therefore  com- 
pelled to  prefer  a  sudden  and  deqperate  attack  upon 
the  strongest  side  of  the  city,  to  the  slower,  though 
more  secure  measure  of  turning  the  formidable  line 
of  defence  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  describe* 

Three  times,  since  the  allies  crossed  the  Rhine, 
the  capital  of  France  had  been  menaced  by  the  ap- 
j^oacb  of  troops  within  twenty  miles  of  the  dty,  but 
it  had  uniformly  been  delivered  by  the  active  and 
rapid  movements  of  Napoleon.  Encouraged  by  this 
necollection,  the  citizens,  without  much  alarm,  heard, 
for  the  fourth  time,  that  the  Cossacks,  had  been  seen 
At  Meaux.  Stifled  rumours,  however,  began  to  cir- 
iuilate,  that  the  divisions  of  Marmont  and  Mortier 
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had  sustained  severe  loss,  and  were  in  fiill  retreat  dn 
the  capital ;  a  fact  speedily  confirmed  by  the  long 
train  of  wounded  who  entered  the  barriers  of  the 
city,  with  looks  of  consternation  and  words  of  dis- 
couragement. Then  came  crowds  of  peasants,  fly- 
ing they  knew  not  whither,  before  an  enemy  whose 
barbarous  rapacity  had  been  so  long  the  theme  of 
every  tongue,  bringing  with  them  their  half-naked 
and  half-starved  families,  their  teams,  their  carts, 
and  such  of  their  herds  and  household  goods  as  they 
could  remove  in  haste.  These  unfortunate  fugitives 
crowded  the  Boulevards  of  Paris,  the  usual  resort  of 
the  gay  world,  adding,  by  exaggerated  and  contra- 
dictory reports,  to  the  dreadful  ideal  which  the  Pa- 
risians already  conceived  of  the  approaching  storm. 
TTie  government,  chiefly  directed  by  Joseph  Buo- 
naparte, in  the  name  of  his  sister-in-law  Maria 
Louisa,  did  all  they  could  to  encourage  the  people, 
by  exaggerating  their  means  of  defence,  and  m^n- 
taining  with  effrontery,  that'  the  troops  which  ap- 
proached the  capital  composed  but  some  isolated  co- 
lumn which  by  accident  straggled  towards  Paris, 
while  the  Emperor  was  breaking,  dividing,  and 
slaughtering^  the  gross  of  the  confederated  army. 
The  light  Could  not  be  totally  shut  out,  but  such 
rays  as  were  admitted  were  highly  coloured  with 
hope,  having  been  made  to  pass  through  the  medium 
of  the  police  and  public  papers.  A  grand  review  of 
rtie  troops  destined  for  the  defence  of  the  capital. 
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wa3  held  upon  the  Sunday  preceding  the  assault 
Eight  thousand  troops  of  the  line^  being  the  gani- 
ilfpn  of  Fms,  under  General  Girard,  and  30,000  na- 
^nal  guards,  commanded  by  HuUn,  governor  of  the 
city,  passed  in  order  through  the  stately  court  of  the 
Tuilledes^  followed  by  their  trains  of  artillery,  their 
corps  of  pioneers,  and  their  carriages,  for  baggage 
and  ammunition*  This  was  an  imposing  and  en- 
couraging spectacle,  until  it  was  remembered  that 
these,  forces  were  not  designed  to  move  out  to  dis- 
tant conquest,  the  destination  of  many  hundreds  qf 
ibouQ^ds  which  in  other  days  had  been  paraded  be- 
lore  that  palace ;  but  that  they  were  the  last  hope  of 
Pans,  who  m«Mit  defend  all  that  she  contained  by  a 
battle  under  her  walls.  The  remnants  of  Marmont 
and  Mortier's  coarps  d^arm^e  made  no  part  of  this  pa- 
rade. Th^ir  dimished  battalions,  and  disordered 
state  of  equipment,  were  ill  calculated  to  inspire  ooa- 
n^e  into  the  pubUc  mind«  They  were  coneentrate4 
and  stati^^  on  the  line  of  defence  already  daseribed, 
beyond  the  banriers  of  the  city.  But  the  MatescbaU 
themadves  entered  Paris,  and  gave  their  assistMee 
to  the  solitary  counoils  of  Joseph  Buonaparte. 

•  Preparations  w^re  made  by  the  government  to 
tmxi(yve  beyond  the  Loire,  or  at  least  in  tha^  direro- 
tiiw  Mm»  Iiouisa  had  h^m  of  the  spirit  of  an 
Ajnaaon,  though  grte^d  with  all  the  domestic  vir- 
tues. She  was  also  placed  painftdly  in  the  coinrse  of 
a  war  betwixt  her  husband  and  fiither.   Besides,  she 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


IBS  Ll^E    OF 

obeyed,  and  probably  with  no  ladc  of  will,  Napol^ott'i^ 
injunctions  to  leave  the  capital,  if  danger  should  ap- 
proach. SbeleftParis,therefore,  with  her  son,  who  lis 
8«d  ta  have  shown  an  unwilKngness  to  depart,  which, 
in  8  child,  seemed  to  hare  something  ominous  in  it 
Almost  all  the  civil  authorities  of  Buonaparte^s  go- 
vernment left  the  city  at  the  same  time,  after  destroy- 
ing die  private  records  of  the  high  police,  and  carry- 
ing with  them  the  crown  jewels,  and  much  of  the  pubt 
lic  treasure.  Joseph  Buonaparte  remained,  detaining 
with  him,  somewhat,  it  is  said,  against  his  indination, 
Cambaceres,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Emperor,  whom, 
though  somewhat  too  unwieldljr  for  the  character, 
Napoleon  had,  in  one  of  his  latest  councils,  threat- 
ened with  the  honours  and  dangers  of  the  Colonelcy 
*  of  a  battalion.     Joseph  himself  had  the  talents  of  an 
accomplished  man,  and  an  amiable  member  of  so^ 
ciety,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  have  been  of  a  miK^ 
tary  description.  He  saw  his  sister-in-law  depart,  att 
tended  by  a  regiment  of  700  men,  whom  some  writers . 
have  alleged  had  been  better  employed  in  the  defence 
of  the  city ;  forgetting  of  what  importance  it  was  to 
Napoleon  that  the  person  of  the  Empress  should  be 
protected  alike  against  a  roving  band  of  Hulans  or 
Cossacks,  or  the  chance  of  some  civic  mutiny.  These 
arrangements  being  made,  Joseph  pubKshed,  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th,  a  proclamation,  assuring  the 
cidsens  of  Paris  that  **  he  would  remain  with  them;^ 
he  described  the  enemy  as  a  single  stra^^ling  ooluma 
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which  kad-  i^proached  from  Mesox,  and  required 
diem  by  a  brief  and  ralorous  resistance  to  sustain  the 
honour  of  the  French  name,  imtil  the  arrival  of  the 
Emperor,  who,  he  assured  the  Parisians,  was  on  fiiU 
march  to  their  succour. 

Between  three  and  four  o^clock  on  the  next  eYent-< 
fii]  morning,  the  drums  bent  to  arms,  and  the  na^ 
tional  guards  assembled  in  force.  But  of  the  thou«> 
sands  which  obeyed  the  call,  a  great  part  were^  from 
age,  haUts,  and  want  of  inclination,  unfit  for  ^ 
service  demanded  from  them.  We  have  also  al-' 
ready  alluded  to  the  scarcity  of  arms,  and  certainly 
there  were  very  many  of  those  citisen-soldiers,  whom, 
had  weapons  been  more  plenty,  the  government  of 
Buonaparte  would  not  have  intrusted  with  them. 

Most  of  the  national  guard,  who  were  suitaUy 
armed,  were  kept  within  the  barrier  until  about 
eleven  o^cloch,  and  then,  as  thdr  presence  became 
necessary,  were  marched  to  the  scene  of  action,  and 
arrayed  in  a  second  line  behind  the  r^ular  troops, 
so  as  rather  to  impose  upon  the  enemy,  bjT  an  ap> 
pearance  of  numbers,  than  to  take  a  very  active 
share  in  the  contest.  The  most  serviceable  were, 
however,  cb*aughted  to  act  as  sharpshooters,  and  se- 
veral battalions  were  stationed  to  strengthen  partictt^ 
lar  points  of  the  line.  The  whole  of  the  troops,  in- 
cluding many  volunteers,  who  actively  engaged  in 
the  defeiu^  of  the  dty,  m^ht  be  between  10,00ft 
and  S0,000. 
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Uiese  wete  s^ved  by  the  youths  of  the  Polytechnic 
school,  boys  from  twelve  to  sixteen  years  of  age^  who 
showed  the  greatest  activity  and  the  most  devoted 
courage.  The  French  infantry  rushed  repeatedly 
in  columns  from  the  heights,  where  opportunities  oc- 
curred to  check  the  progress  of  the  allies.  They  were 
as  often  repulsed  by  the  Russians,  each  new  attempt 
giving  rise  to  fresh  conflicts  and  more  general  slaugh- 
ter, while  a  continued  and  dispersed  combat  of  sharp-t 
shooters  took  place  among  the  groves,  vineyards,  and  ^ 
gardens  of  the  villas,  with  which  the  heights  are 
coveted.  At  length,  by  order  of  General  de  Tolli, 
the  Russian  commander-in-chief,  the  front  attack  on 
the  heights  was  suspended  until  the  operations  of  the 
allies  on  the  other  points  should  permit  it  to  be  re- 
sumed at  a  cheiqier  risk  of  loss.  The  Russian  regi- 
ments which  had  been  dispersed  as  sharpshooters, 
were  withdrawn  and  agdin  formed  in  rank,  and  it 
would  seem  that  the  French  seized  this  opportunity 
to  repossess  themselves  of  the  village  of  Pantin,  and 
to  assume  a  momentary  superiority  in  the  contest. 

Blucher  had  received  his  orders  late  in  the  morn-^ 
ing,  and  could  not  commence  the  attack  so  early  as 
that  updn  the  left.  About  eleven  o'*clock,  having 
contented  himself  with  observing  and  blockading  a 
body  of  French  troops,  who  occupied  the  village  of 
St  Denis,  he  directed  the  columns  of  General  Lan- 
^eron  against  the  village  of  Aubervilliers,  and,  ha- 
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ving  surmounted  the  obstinate  opposition  which  was 
there  made,  moved  them  by  the  road  of  Clichy,  right 
against  the  extremity  of  the  heights  of  Montmartre, 
whilst  the  division  of  Kleist  and  Yorck  marched  to 
attack  in  flank  the  villages  of  La  Villctte  and  Pan- 
tin,  and  thus  sustain  the  attack  on  the  centre  and 
right  of  the  French.  The  defenders,  strongly  en- 
trenched and  protected  by  powerful  batteries,  oppos- 
ed the  most  formidable  resistance,  and,  as  the  ground 
was  broken  and  impracticable  for  cavalry,  many  of  the 
attacking  columns  suffered  severely.  When  the  divi- 
sions of  the  Silesian  army,  commanded  by  Prince 
William  of  Prussia,  first  came  to  the  assistance  of 
the  original  assailants  upon  the  centre,  the  French 
concentrated  themselves  on  the  strong  post  of  La  Vil- 
lette,  and  the  farm  of  Rouvroy,  and  continued  to  of- 
fer the  most  desperate  resistance  in  defence  of  these 
-points.  Upon  the  allied  left  wing  the  Prussian 
Guards,  and  those  of  Baden,  threw  themselves  with 
rival  impetuosity  into  the  village  of  Pantin,  and  car- 
ried it  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  During  these 
advantages,  the  Prince  Royal  of  Wirtemberg,  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  allies,  had  forced  his  way  to  Vin- 
cennes,  and  threatened  the  right  of  the  French  bat- 
talions posted  at  Belleville,  as  had  been  projected  in 
the  plan  of  the  attack.  General  Rayefski  renewed 
the  suspended  assault  upon  these  heights  in  front. 
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^hi^i)  he  learned  that  they  were  thus  in  «ome  mear 
fure  turned  in  flank,  and  succeeded  in  carryii^  thosci 
of  RomainTille,  with  the  village.  Marmont  and  Ou- 
^inot  in  vain  atteippted  a  charge  upon  the  aflied 
troops,  who  had  thus  established  themselyes  on  the, 
l^rench  line  of  defence.  They  were  repulsed  and 
pi^sued  by  the  victors,  who,  foUowing  up  their  ad-r 
Yaijitage^  possessed  themselves  successively  of  thQ 
YJ^ages  of  Belleville  and  Mesnilmontant,  the  B^tt% 
4c;  St  Chaumont,;  and  the  fine  artillery  which  de- 
ff  lided  this  Hne. 

Abput  the  same  time  the  village  of  Charonne^ 
99  the  right  extremity  of  the  heightsj,  wai^  fdso  car- 
fied,  and  the  whole  line  of  defence  occupied  by  ih^ 
right  wing  of  the  French  £^11  into  possession  of  th^ 
alli^  Their  light  horse  began  to  penetrate  frqjx{ 
Vincennes  as.  far  as  the  barriers  of  Paris,  and  thei^ 
guns  and  mortars  upon  the  heights  were  turned  upon 
^e  city«  The  centre  of  the  French  army,  stationed 
upon  the  canal  de  TOurcq,  had  hitherto  stood  firm, 
protected  by  the  redoubt  at  Rouvroy,^  with  eighte^ 
heavy  pieces  of  cannpn,  and  by  the  village  a£  Itf^ 
Villette,  which  fprmed  the  key  of  the  position.  Bu^ 
the  i^ht  flank  of  their  line  being  turned  by  thosf^ 
troops  who  had  become  possessed  of  RomainviUe,  th^ 
allies  overwhelmed  this  part  of  the  line  i^^o,  aia4  9^7 
rying  by  assault  the  farm  of  Rouyroy,  with  it^.^jl^o^ 
redoubt,  and  the  village  of  La  Villette,  drove  the 
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^mttib  of  the  Freioch  back  upon  the  city.  A  bodj 
tf  Freach  catahy  attempted  to  check  the  adrance  of 
^  allied  columfid,  but  were  repulsed  and  destroyed 
l^  a  brilliant  charge  o^  the  black  hussars  of  Bran-> 
d^nbuigh.  Meaoi while  the  right  wing  of  the  Silesian 
nUttoj  aJiiMroached  dose  to  the  foot  of  Montmartre, 
ftnd  Ccmnt  Langeron^s  corps  was  preparing  to  storm 
Aik  Inai  remaining  defensible  post,  when  a  flag  of 
^6e  a{ii|>eared,  to  demand  a  cessation  of  hostilities. 
It  appears  that,  in  the  morning,  Joseph  Buonaparte 
had  ilho#n  himself  to  the  defenders  riding  idong  the 
l^a^B,  ^ccoinpitni^  by  his  staff,  and  had  repeated  to 
§3i  thd  cor^s  engaged,  the  assurance  that  he  would 
Bve  and  die  ^th  diem.  There  is  reason  to  diink; 
Aat,  if  he  did  not  quite  credit  that  such  extensivef 
prepm^tions  for  assault  were  made  by  a  single  divi* 

,  ifen  of  the  allies,  yet  he  believed  he  had  to  do  with 
only  one  of  their  two  armies,  and  not  with  their  united 
toice.  He  was  undeceived  by  a  person  named  Peyre; 
called^  by  some,  an  engineer  officer  attached  to  th^ 
staff  of  the  governor  of  Paris  j  and,  by  others,  a  super- 
intendmt  beilonging  to  the  corps  of  fire-men  in  that 
Mty  r  Peyre,  it  seems,  had  tJlen  into  the  hands  of  i 
j^rty  of  Co8S(acks  the  nighi  before,  and  was  carried 

.ki  the  morning  to  the  presence  of  the  Emperor  Alex- 
ancbt,  at  Bondy.  In  his  route  he  had  an  <^portir- 
ttty  of  caleidatiiig  the  immei^  force  of  the  aroiddl 
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now  under  the  walls  of  Paris.  Through  the  medium 
of  this  officer,  the  Emperor  Alexander  explained  the 
intentions  of  the  allied  sovereigns,  to  allow  fair  terms 
to  the  city  of  Paris,  provided  it  was  proposed  to  ca- 
pitulate ere  the  barriers  were  forced ;  with  the  corre- 
sponding intimation,  that  if  the  defence  were  prolong- 
ed  beyond  that  period,  it  would  not  be  in  the  power 
either  of  the  Emperor,  the  King  of  Prussia,  or  the 
allied  generals,  to  prevent  the  total  destruction  of 
the  town. 

Mens.  Peyre,  thus  erected  into  a  commissioner 
and  envoy  of  crowned  heads,  was  set  at  liberty,  and 
with  danger  and  difficulty  found  his  way  into  the 
French  lines,  through  the  fire  which  was  maintain* 
ed  in  every  direction.  He  was  introduced  to  Jo- 
seph, to  whom  he  delivered  his  message,  and  showed 
proclamations  to  the  city  of  Paris,  with  which  the 
Emperor  Alexander  had  intrusted  him.  Joseph  he- 
sitated, at  first  inclining  to  capitulate,  then  pulling 
up  resolution,  and  determining  to  abide  the  chance 
of  arms.  He  continued  irresolute,  blood  flowing  fast 
around  him,  until  about  noon,  when  the  enemy ""s  co- 
lumns threatening  an  attack  on  Montmartre,  and  the 
shells  and  bullets  from  the  artillery,  which  was  in 
position  to  cover  the  attempt,  flying  fast  over  the 
beads  of  himself  and  his  stafi^,  he  sent  Peyre  to  Ge- 
neral Marmont,  who  acted  as  commander-in-chief, 
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irithpermissientotheMareschal  todemand  a  cessation 
e(  arms.  At  the  same  time  Joseph  himself  fled  with 
his  whole  attendants ;  thns  abandoning  the  troops, 
whom  his  exhortations  had  engaged  in  the  Uoody  and 
hopeless  resistance,  of  which  he  had  solemnly  promis- 
ed to  partake  the  dangers.  Marmont,  with  Monkey, 
and  the  other  generals  who  conducted  the  defence, 
now  saw  all  hopes  of  making  it  good  at  an  end.  The 
whole  line  was  carried,  excepting  the  single  post  of 
Montmartre,  which  was  turned,  and  on  the  point  of 
being  stormed  on  both  flanks,  as  well  as  in  front ; 
the  Prince  Royal  of  Wirtemberg  ha^  occupied  Cha- 
renton,  with  its  bridge  over  the  Mame,  and  pushing 
forward  on  the  high  road  from  thence  to  Paris,  his 
advanced  posts  were  already  skirmishing  at  the  bar- 
riers^ called  the  Trone  ;  and  a  party  of  Cossacks  had 
been  with  difliculty  repulsed  from  the  Fauxbourg  St 
Antoine,  on  which  they  made  a  Hourra,  The  city 
of  Paris  is  merely  surrounded  by  an  ordinary  wall, 
to  prevent  smuggling.  The  barriers  are  not  muck 
stronger  than  any  ordinary  turnpike-gate,  and  the 
stockade  with  which  they  had  been  barricaded  could 
have  been  cleared  away  by  a  few  blows  of  the  pio- 
neers^ axes.  Add  to  this,  that  the  heights  command- 
ing the  city,  Montmartre  excepted,  were  in  complete 
possession  of  the  enemy  ;  that  a  bomb  or  two,  thrown 
probably  to  intimidate  the  citizens,  had  ahready  faHecv 
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in  die  Fauxbourg-MontaMurtre  and  the  Cluuisi^ 
d' Antin ;  and  that  it  was  eyident  ibtA  any  attempt  to 
protract  the  defence  of  Paris,  iptist  be  attended  with 
utter  ruin  to  the  town  and  its  inhabitants.  Marshal 
Marmont,  influenced  by  these  considerattons,  dis- 
patched a  flag  of  truce  to  Genial  BarcUy  de  Tolli, 
requesdi^  a  suspension  of  hostilitiesi  to  airimge  tl» 
terms  on  which  Paris  waa  to  be  surrendered.  The 
armisdce  was  granted,  on  condition  that  Montmartre, 
tfce  only  def<»isiUe  part  of  the  line  which  the  Froich 
ptill  continued  to  occupy,  should  be  deliv^ed  up  to 
the  allies.  Deputies  were  appointed  on  both  sides, 
to  adjust  the  t^nns  of  surrasder.  These  were  speed- 
ily settled.  The  French  regular  troc^s  were  per- 
nutted  to  retire  from  Paris  unpideated,  and  the  me- 
tropolis wasi  next  day  to  be  deliy^red  up  to  the  allied 
9oyf&mgQ»x  to  whose  generosity  it  waa  recommended. 
Thus  ended  the  assault  of  Paris,  after  a  Ubody 
$cAm9  in  which  the  defend^s  lost  upwards  of  4000 
in  killed  and.  wounded ;  and  the  allies,  who  had  to 
storm  welLdefi»ided  batteries,  redoubts,  and  en- 
trenchnaents,  perhaps  about  twice  the  numb^%  They 
Mnained  masters  of  the  luie  at  all  points,  and  took 
mmky  one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  When  night 
fdl,  ih^  midtipbed  and  crowded  watch-fires  that  oc- 
cupied the  whek  chm  of  h^fafca  on  which  tibe  vio- 
tpom  now  hjtvouackjed,  indicated  to  the  astonished  in- 
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habitants  of  the  French  metropolis,  how  numerous 
and  how  powerful  were  the  armies  into  whose  handa 
the  fate  of  war  had  surrendered  them. 


d  by  Google 


170  ^iFi^  01" 


CHAPTER  yil. 

State  of  ParHes  in  Paris.-^BoyalistS'-'BevolutmistS'^Buo- 
napartists.'-Talleyrand— his  plans  and  v^ws,^ Chateau^ 
briand— influence  cfhis  eloquence  in  favour  of  the  RoyaU 
ists.^Mission  to  the  Allied  Sovereigns  from  the  Royalists. 
•^Their  answer. -—Efforts  of  the  Buonapartists.— Feelings 
of  the  lowest  classes  in  Paris-^of  the  middling  ranks.— 
Neutrality  of  the  National  Guard.— Growing  strength  and 
confidence  of  the  Royalists.— They  issue  Proclamations, 
and  White  Cockades.— Crowds  assemble  at  the  Boulevards 
to  witness  the  entrance  of  the  AUies.— Mutability  of  the 
French  Character.—  The  Allies  are  received  with  shouts  of 
loelcome.— Their  Army  retires  to  Quarters,  and  the  Cos-^ 
sacks  bivouac  in  the  Champs  Elysees. 

The  battle  was  fought  and  won  ;  but  it  remained 
a  high  and  doubtful  question  in  what  way  the  vic- 
tory was  to  be  improved,  so  as  to  produce  results 
of  far  greater  consequence  than  usually  follow  from 
$he  mere  military  occupation  of  an  enemy's  capital. 
While  the  mass  of  the  inhabitants  were  at  rest^  eif- 
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Imusted  by  the  fatigues  and  anxieties  df  the  cUiy, 
mmy  secret  conclaves,  on  di£Rar^it  principles,  were 
held  in  the  city  of  Paris,  upon  the  night  after  the 
assault.  Some  of  these  even  yet  mideavonred  to  re* 
organise  the  means  of  resbtance,  and  some  to  find 
out  what  modeim  policy  has  called  a  Mexzo-termine, 
some  third  ezpedient«  between  the  risk  of  standing 
by  Napoleon^  and  tb|^  of  recalling  the  banished, 
family. 

The  only  middle  mode  which  could  have  succeed- 
ed  would  have  been  a  regency  under  the  Empress ; 
and  F.ouche'*s  MenK>irs  state,  that  if  he  had  been  in 
Paris  at  the  time,  he  might  have  succeeded  in  esta- 
blishing a  new  order  of  things  upon  such  a  basis. 
The  assertion  may  be  safely  disputed.  To  Austria 
such  a  plan  might  have  had  some  recommendations ; 
but  to  the  sovereigns  and  statesmen  of  the  other  al- 
lied nations,  the  proposal  would  only  have  appeared 
a  device  to  obtain  immediate  peace,  and  keep  the 
throne,  as  it  were,  in  commission,  that  Buonaparte 
might  ascend  it  at  his  pleasure.* 


f  The  passage  is  curious,  whether  we  regard  it  as  really  ema« 
gating  from  Fouch^,  or  placed  in  the  mouth  of  that  active  revolu- 
tionist \^  some  one  who  well  understood  the  genius  of  the  party. 
'^  Had  I  been  at  Paris  at  that  time,  (the  period  of  the  siege, 
namely,)  the  weight  of  my  influence,  doubtless,  and  my  perfect  a&. 
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We  hiite  the  greiilest  doubtitt  whelher,  rnnong  thi 
tDdent  ehiefe  of  the  Bevokrtien,  most  of  whom  hdl^ 
to  hftckney ed  toolsy  lost  ciredit  in  the  public  eye^  both 
by  l^ant  of  principle  said  political  inconsistency^  tfa^^ 
temidned  saj  who  coiild  hare  maintained  a  popolitf 
iHt^esC  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  Royalists  on  ibe 
ene  hand  imd  the  Buonapartists  on  the  other.  Th« 
few  who  remained  steady  to  thdr  democratic  ptindM 
plesy  Napoleon  had  discredited  and  thrown  into  thd 
shade  *r  and  he  had  rendci^ecl  mKny  of  the  others  still 
aoore  in^dent^  by  showing  that  they  were  acc^sibte 
to  bribeiy  and  to  amotion,  and  that  andent  cfema^ 
gogtien  drald,  without  mtteh  fronMe)  be  traniftmited 


quaintanoe  with  the  secrets  of  every  party,  would  hare  enabled  me 
€d  give  these  eactraordinary  events  a  very  different  direction.  My 
preponderance,  and  the  promptness  of  my  decision,  woold  have  pre- 
dominated over  the  more  slow  and  mysterious  influence  of  Talley- 
rand. That  elevated  personage  could  not  have  made  his  way  un- 
Itss  we  had  been  harnessed  to  thesamd  car.  I  would  ha^e  revealed 
to  him  the  ramifications  of  my  political  plan,  and,  in  spite  of  the 
odious  policy  pf  Savary,  the  ridiculous  government  of  Gambaceres» 
the  lieutenancy  of  the  pup^  Joseph,  and  the  base  spirit  of  the 
Senate,  we  would  have  breathed  new  life  into  the  carcase  of  the 
Revolution,  and  these  degraded  patricians  would  not  have  thought 
of  acting  exclusively  for  their  own  interests.  By  our  united  im- 
pulse, we  would  have  pronounced,  before  the  int^er^ice  of  any 
foreign  influence,  the  dethronement  of  Napdeon,  and  pieclaimed 
the  Begency,  of  which  I  had  aheady  traced  the  basis.  This  oonw 
elusion  was  the  only  one  which  could  have  preserved  the  R^olu« 
tion  and  i^  principles.'* 
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i|ito  smqi^le  «nd  obsfquioos  courtiers.  Thar  day  ^ 
power  and  inlerest  was  past,  and  the  exaggerated 
vehemence  of  their  democratio  opimons  had  no  long^ 
cpr  any  effect  on  the  lower  classes,  who  were  in  agreat 
proportion  attached  to  the  empire^ 

The  Royalists,  on  the  other  hand,  had  been  long 
o^bining  and  extending  their  effcnrts  and  apinnoiis, 
which  gained,  chiefly  among  the  higher  orders,  a  siort 
qf  fiuhion  which  those  of  the  democri^  had  lost- 
Talleyrand  was  acceptable  to  them  as  lunis^  nobto' 
Ig^Urth,  and  he  knew  better  than  any  ooe  how  teap-^ 
ply  the  lever  to  unfasten  the  deep  foundations  <^Jit^ 
poleon^s  power.   Of  his  address,  though  not  tuociefQ 
fill  in  the  particular  instance,  Las  Cases  gives  us  ^ 
qurious  qiecimeu.     Tallejrrand  desired  to  sound  the 
opinion  of  Decres,  about  the  time  of  the  crisis  of  whidi 
we  arf  treating.    He  drew  that  minister  towards  the 
chimney,  and  opening  a  volume  of  Montesqui^i,  said, 
as  if  in  the  tone  of  an  ordinary  conversation/^  I  found 
a  passage  here  this  morning,  which  struck  me  in  an 
extraordinary  manner :    here  it  is,  in  such  a  book 
^d  chapter,  page  so  and  so.     When  a  prince  Aa# 
raised  himself  above  all  laws,  when  hi^  tyranny 
i)eQames  insupportablcy  there  remains  nothing  tQ 
the  oppressed  subject  ecscept     »»'^ 

^^  \t  is  quite  enough,^  said  Decree,  placing  hi^ 
l]Uipd  upon  Talleyrand^  ipoutbt  <^  I  will  linear  nf 
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mor^.     Shut  yoiir  book."      And  Talleyrand  cleared 
the  book,  as  if  nothing  reniarkable  had  happened. 

An  agent  of  such  extraordinary  tact  Was  not  fre- 
quently baffled,  in  a  city,  and  at  a  time,  when  sa 
many  were,  from  hope,  fear,  love,  hatred,  and  all 
the  other  strongest  passions,*  desirous,  according  to 
the  Roman  phrase,  of  a  new  state  of  things*  He 
had  been  unceasingly  active,  and  eminently  success- 
ful, in  convincing  the  Royalists,  that  the  king  must 
purchase  the  recovery  of  his  authority  by  consent- 
ing to  place  the  nionarehy  on  a  constitutional  foot* 
nig  ^  and  in  persuading  another  class,  that  the  re- 
storation of  the  Bourbons  was  the  most  favourable 
chance  for  the  settlement  of  a  free  system  of  go- 
vernment. Nor  did  this  accomplished  politician  li- 
mit his  efforts  to  thos6  who  had  loyalty  to  be  awa- 
kened, and  a  love  of  liberty  to  be  rekindled,  but 
extended  them  through  a  thousand  ramifications, 
through  every  class  of  persons.  To  the  bold  he  ofc 
fered  an  enterprise  requiring  courage  ;  to  the  timid, 
(a  numerous  class  at  the  time,)  he  showed  the  road 
of  safety;  to  the  ambitious,  the  prospect  of  gaining 
power ;  to  the  guilty,  the  assurance  of  indemnity  and 
safety.  He  had  inspired  resolution  even  into  the 
councils  of  the  allies.  A  note  from  him  to  the  Em- 
peror Alexander,  in  the  following  words,  is  said  to 
have  determined  that  Prince  to  persevere  in  the 
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tnancfa  upon  P^s.  ^<  You  Tooture  nothing,^  baid  this 
laconic  billet^  "  when  you  may  safely  venture  evcfly* 
things — Venture  once  moTe%" 

It  is  not  to  be  supposied  that  TltUeyrlbWI  wrought 
in  this  deep  intrigue  without  active  coadjutors.  The 
Abbe  de  Pradt,  whose  lively  works  have  so  often 
^ven  some  interest  to  ouir  pages,  was  de^ly  invoU 
ved  in  the  transactions  of  that  busy  period,  and  ad* 
vocated  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  that  of 
his  former  master.  BoumonviUe  and  other  senators 
were  engaged  in  the  same  c&bals. 

The  Royalists,  on  their  own  part,  w6re  in  the  Iiigh-^ 
est  state  of  activity,  and  prepared  to  use  their  ut- 
most exertions  to  obtain  the  mastery  of  the  public 
spirit.  At  this  most  critical  moment  all  was  dcme,  by 
Monsieur  de  Chateaubriand,  which  eloquence  could 
effect,  to  appeal  to  the  affections,  perhaps  even  the 
prejudices  of  the  people,  in  his  celebrated  pamphlet, 
entitled,  Buonaparte  and  the  Bourbons.  This  vi* 
gorous  and  affecting  comparison  between  the  days 
when  Ftance  was  in  peace  and  honour  under  bet 
own  monarchs,  contrasted  with  those  in  which  Eu- 
rope appeared  in  arms  under  her  walls,  had  been 
written  above  a  month,  and  the  manuscript  was  con- 
cealed by  Madame  de  Chateaubriand  in  her  bosom » 
It  was  now  privately  printed.  So  was  a  proclama- 
tion by  Monsieur,  made  in  the  name  of  his  brother, 
the  late  King  of  France.      Finally,  in  a  private  as- 
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iMdbly  0f  the  priiioip4  Bof  •lists^  aBiragst  whcan 
vere  the  iUastrioua  names  of  Rohan,  RochefoucauUt 
Montmorencyy  and  Noailles,  it  waa  Fesolyect  to  s&aA 
$  d^pviMimk  to  the  allied  soYemgns,  to  learn,  if  pos- 
sible, their  intention.  Monsieur  Douhet,  the  gratle- 
man  intrust^  with  this  comnmnication,  executed  hi? 
mission  at  the  expense  of  considerable  personal  dan* 
gear,  and  returned  into  Paris  with  the  answer,  that 
the  allies  had  determined  to  avoid  all  appearance  of 
dktating  to  France  respecting  any  fiunily  or  mode 
of  government,  and  that  although  they  would  most 
Joyfully  and  willingly  acknowledge  the  Bourbons, 
yet  it  could  oidy  be  in  conse^ence  of  a  public  de- 
claration in  their  favour.  At  the  samb  time  Mob« 
«eur  Douhet  was  furnished  with  a  prodamation  of 
the  allies,  signed  Schwartaenberg,  which,  without 
mentioning  the  Bourbons,  was  powerfully  calculated 
to  serve  their  cause*  It  declared  the  friendly^  in* 
tenUon  of  the. allies  towards  France,  and  represent* 
ed  the  power  of  the  government  which  now  oj^ress* 
ed  them,  as  the  only  obstade  to  instant  peace*  The 
Allied  sovereigns,  it  was  stated,  sought  but  to  see  a 
^lahitary  government  in  Fr^ice,  who  would  cement 
the  fii^dly  union  of  all  nations.  It  belosged  to 
the  city  of  Paris  to  pronounce  their  opinion,  and 
accelerate  the  peace  of  the  world. 

Furnished  with  this  important  document,  which 
phdidy  indicated  the  private  wkhes  of  the  allies,  the 
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•Boyalists  readrei  to  makaan  effort  on  themoraiog 
of  March  31  it.  It  was  at  first"  designed  they  shoidd 
assemble  five  hundred  gentlemen  in  arms ;  but  this 
plan  was  prudently  laid  aside,  and  they  determined  to 
relinquish  all  appearance  of  fbrce^  and  address  the 
dtisens  only  by  means  of  persuasion. 

In  the  meantime,  the  firiends  of  the  Imperial  go»- 
Ycmment  were  not  idle.  The  conduct  of  the  lower 
dasses,  during  the  battle  on  the  heights,  had  assumed 
an  alarming  character.  For  a  time  they  had  listened 
with  a  sort  of  stupified  terror  to  the  distant  thunden 
of  the  ^ght,  beheld  the  wounded  and  fbgidves  crowd 
in  at  the  barriers,  and  gased  in  useless^  wonder  on  tl^ 
hurried  march  of  troops  moving  out  in  haste  to  rein- 
fiirce  the  lines.  At  length  the  numerous  crowds  which 
assemUed  in  the  Boulevards,  and  particularly  in  the 
streets  near  the  Palais  Royal,  assumed^a  more  ac- 
tive appearance*  There  began  to  emerge  from  the 
suburbs  and  lanes  those  degraded  members  of  the 
community,  whose  slavish  labour  is  only  relieved  by 
coarse  debauchery,  invisible  for  the  most  part  to  the 
more  decent  classes  of  society,  but  whom  periods  of 
public  calamity  or  agitation  bring  into  view,  to  add 
to  the  general  confusion  and  terror.  They  gather 
in  times  of  public  danger,  as  birds  of  ill  omen  and 
noxious  rej^es  are  said  to  do  at  the  rising  of  a 
tropical  hurricane  ;   and  their  fellow-citixens  look 
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fi#h  €N|aal  diigttsi  Hud  drend  ufom  faces  and  Sgntm^ 
;«f8  fitlrang^  td  ihem  as  if  they  had  issued  from  some 
distant  and  saviige  land.  Paris,  like  ev&ij  great 
me^?^ol|B,  has  het  share,  and  ntote  than  her  sbaf  e, 
of  this  unwholesome  populatiim.  It  was  the  frantic 
convocations  of  this  class  which  had  at  once  insti- 
gate and  carried  into  eflfect  ihe  principal  hdrrofs  of 
Ihe  Bevohition^  and  they  seemed  now  resolved  to 
liig^Mlke  its  coB&iltision  by  the  des^ticti^  df  Uie  di* 
ipitaL  Moftt  of  these  banditti  were  under  the  kiflu- 
;eiiee  of  Buotopatle's  police,  i^tid  w^e  stimuUtfed 
.%y  the  varied  irts  which  his  ^iMs^rii&s  ^nipla^al^ 
At  one  time  h^Nna^emen  g^^dd  through  the  ciiowc^ 
exhorti^  theib  to  take  arms>  and  aissuring  theA 
that  Bwmi^rte  bad  abready  attadDked  the  )^ear  df 
ijBte  allies.  Agmn  they  were  told  that  the  Kiag  of 
Prussia  was  made  prisoner,  with  a  tolamn  of  10^090 
4]ien.  At  ot^  timei^  aimilat  emissaries^  annoufK 
€il9g  that  the  alUes  h^d  entei^  the  ^bburtev  ted 
we|*e  spiUfkig  iteith^  stx  nbi  age,  exhorting  the  ^HA- 
'jB^is,  by  placards  ^ast^  <oti  the  walls^  to  shut  their 
'^ops,  and  prepare  to  defe^l  their  hdustes^ 

Tilts  inlfitatiota  to  ailake  the  last  earthly  «aerifioes 
in  behalf  of  a  military  despot^  to  which  Zaragossa 
had  submitted  in  defiance  of  hd*  Batitonal  indcpsnd;- 
:ence,  was  ill  received  by  the  inhaKla«ts.  Afree 
^tatc  has  toiltions  of  iidekl^  but  a  despotic  ^overa^ 
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Wtnt  18  in  the  skuadoii  desured  hy  the  Impeml  tjr- 
lant — ^it  has  but  one.  When  it  wm  obyious  that 
the  Emperor  Napoleon  had  loBt  his  ascendency,  no 
f  hop-keeper  in  ¥m^  iras  fool  enough  to  qak,  in  hif 
cause,  his  sh<q^  his  fSMuily,  and  his  life,  or  to  eonsei^ 
to  measures  for  pre^s^rving  the  capital,  which  were 
io  icommence  hj  ^baQdoning  to  the  idliedtrpopa  a94 
^escum  of  their  own  popuhitipn,  idl  that  was,  to  hfipi 
ji^dividuaUy^  worth  fighting  for.  The  placards  wf 
haire  mentioned  we^  pulled  down,  therefore,  as  fiMt 
m  they  were  pmted  up;  and  there  was  an  endciKt 
dispoiitian,  on  the  part  of  the  beM^  class  of  citisani 
and  the  national  guards,  to  disoounige  all  oounseb 
which  tended  to  stimulate  resistance  to  thedespmrte 
extrenn^  therein  recommended. 

Nevodiekiss,  the  state  of  the  c^tal  ccmtinned 
Tery  alarming,  the  lower  classes  exhibiting  alternate^ 
ihe  symptoms  of  panic  terror,  of  fury,  and  of  itfffaii. 
Thfsy  demanded  arms^  of  which  a  few  were  distrjbwr 
tjsd  to  them ;  and  there  is  no  doubt,  that  had  Nap^i- 
ieonarriyed  among  them  in  the  dtrugglet  there  w(Md4 
have  been  »  dreads  battle,  in  which  Pani,  in  all 
j^i:^bili^,  would  have  4uH»d  die  ftte  of  Moseow. 
But  when  the  cmnoni^le  ceased^  when  the  t&g^  ^ 
Josqph^  and  die  dqpitulation  of  the  atj  becaase 
pmUidy  known,  this  conflict  of  jarring  passions  died 
9M9J  into  nl^Qce,  and  the  imperturbable  and  impai- 


d  by  Google 


180  LIFE  OF 

give  composure  of  the  national  guard  maintained  the 
,  absolute  tranquillity  of  the  metropolis. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  the  Royalists  were 
seen  in  groups  in  the  Place  Louis  Quinze,  the  Gar- 
den of  the  Tuilleries,  the  Boulevards^  and  other 
public  places.  They  distributed  the  proclamations 
of  the  allies,  and  raised  the  long  forgotten  cry  of 
Vive  le  Roi !  At  first,  none  save  those  engaged  in 
the  perilous  experiment,  durst  echo  back  a  signal  so 
dangerous  j  but  by  degrees  the  crowds  increased,  the 
leaders  got  on  horseback,  and  distributed  white  cock- 
ades, lilies,  and  other  emblems  of  loyalty,  displaying 
banners,  at  the  same  time,  made  out  of  their  own 
handkerchiefs.  The  ladies  of  their  party  came  to 
their  assistance.  The  Princess  of  Leon,  Vicomp- 
tesse  of  Chateaubriand,  Comptesse  of  Choiseuil,  and 
other  women  of  rank,  joined  the  procession,  distri- 
buting on  all  hands  the  emblems  of  their  party,  and 
teimng  their  dress  to  make  white  cockades,  when  the 
regular  stock  was  exhausted.  The  better  class  of  the 
bourgeois  began  to  catch  the  flame,  and  remembered 
their  old  royalist  opinions,  and  by  whom  they  were 
defeated  oil  the  celebrated  day  of  the  Sections,  when 
Buonaparte  laid  the  foundation  of  his  fame  in  the 
'  discomfiture  of  the  National  Guard.  Whole  picquets 
began  to  adopt  the  white,  instead  of  the  three-colour- 
ed cockade ;  yet  i;he  voices  were  far  from  unanimous, 
and,  on  many  points,  parties  of  different  principles 
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met  and  skirmiBhed  together  in  the  streets.  But  the 
tendency  to  discord  was  diverted,  and  the  attention 
of  the  Parisians,  of  all  classes  and  opinions,  suddenly 
fixed  upon  the  imposing  and  terrible  spectacle  of  the 
army  of  the  allies,  which  now  began  to  enter  the 

city- 

The  Sovereigns  had  previously  received,  at  the 
village  of  Pantin,  the  magistrates  of  Paris,  and 
Alexander  had  expressed  himself  in  language  still 
more  explicit  than  that  of  their  proclamation.  He 
made  war,  he  said,  on  Napoleon  alone ;  one  who 
had  been  his  friend,  but  relinquished  that  character 
to  become,  his  enemy,  and  inflict  on  his  empire  great 
evils.  He  was  not,  however,  come  to  retaliate  those 
injuries,  but  to  make  a  secure  peace  with  any  go- 
vernmait  which  France  might  select  for  herself. 
**  I  am  at  peace,''  said  the  Emperor,  **  with  France^ 
and  at  war  with  Napoleon  alone." 
.  These  gracious  expressions  were  received  with  th« 
more  gratitude  by  the  citizens  of  Paris,  that  th^ 
had  been  taught  to  consider  the  Russian  Prince  as  a 
barbarous  and  vindictive  enemy.  The  measure  of 
restoring  the  Bourbons  seemed  now  to  be  regarded 
by  >almost  every  one,  not  particularly  connected  with 
the  dynasty  of  Napoleon,  like  a  haven  on  the  lee- 
ward, unexpectedly  open  to  a  tempest-tossed  and  en- 
4t^ered  vessel.  There  was  no  loss  of  honour  in 
adopting  it,  sii^^ce  the  French  received  back  their 
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•wn  royal  fiunify — there  wm  no  cotiapidiliOD,  nnce 
they  received  tbem  upon  tbeir  own  free  clioite.  They 
escaped  ftom  a  great  and  imminenl  danger,  ae  if  k 
hadbeai  by  a  bridge  of  gold. 

An  immense  ciowd  fiUed  the  BouleTards,  (a  larg!» 
wide  open  promenade,  which,  under  a  variety  of  dis- 
tinctive names,  fbrms  a  circuit  round  the  city,)  in 
order  to  witness  the  entrance  of  the  alfied  Soverei^tti 
vdA  thdr  army,  wIhhu,  in  the  succession  of  fou^-andp^ 
twenty  hours,  this  mUtaUe  people  mete  ^lE^osed  to 
regard  as  firiends  rather  than  enemies, — a  dispbi^lkn 
whi^  increased  t^til  it  amounted  to  enthusiasm  i^ 
|}ie  persons  of  those  princes,  against  ^hom  a  bIo<Mly 
battle  had  been  fought  yesterday  under  the  walk  of 
Paris,  in  evidence  of  which  mortal  strife,  there  still 
remained  blackening  in  the  sun  the  unburii^  thra-^ 
aattds  who  had  fallen  on  both  sides.  Thei^  was  in 
this  a  trait  of  national  character.  A  Frenchmiaii  sv^ 
Alts  with  a  good  grace,  and  apparent  or  real  com- 
plttsance,  to  that  which  he  c^mnot  hel^  y  t^A  it  i# 
ttot  the  least  advantage  of  his  philosophy^  that  St  ^^ 
titles  him  afterwards  td  plead  thM  his  submissiofr 
iibwed  entirely  from  good-^ill,  and  hot  from  t^oUi- 
straibt*  Many  of  those  who,  on  the  pi^cieding  day, 
irere  forc^  to  fly  froHh  the  heijghts  iirhidi  d^mt 
Paris,  thought  themsdives  at  Hberty  iiezt  tnbming 
to  maintain,  that  the  allies  had  entered  the  capiM 
olttly  by  iJieir  consent  and  peimissiM,  because  they^ 
had  joined  in  the  plaudits  which  accompanied  their 
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mniwaa  To  ¥iiidic«te>  Aerefinre,  dieir  city  Arom  the 
cUsgvaee  of  being  enteved  by  force,  m  well  m  giyfa^ 
wqr  to  the  real  entbiufiasni  which  was  suddeidy  i^ 
spfared  by  ibe  exebasg^  of  the  worsl  evik  wbi<Si  a 
Qonguered  peopk  have  to  dread  (ot  the  proina«ed 
UeiGpiiigs  of  an  honouraUe  peace  aud  interaal  oon- 
cord^  Ae  iPMrinaas  received  liie  Emperor  AleKandMP 
aQd  Ae  King  of  Prussia  with  sach  general  and  wsk^ 
remitliiig  piaufits,  as  mig^t  hare  acoonpanied  thdi^ 
triumphal  entrance  into  thdr  own  oafitals.  Even  at 
l|ie»  ic8t«ntranc9  irM^  tbebarrierS)  we  learn  fima 
Sir  <3faarle6  Steward's  offieiid  £spatch,  the  crowd  waa 
already  so  enormoils^  as  w€iH  as  the  ac^lamalMis  s» 
gr4iil,'d^it  was  dKfficidt4o  more  forward;  bat  befinre 
Ae  ittonardis  had  reached  tbe  porte  St  Martin  t^ 
fenm  on  4be  Boalevards,  there  was  a  moral  impossi- 
bflky^if  l^oceeding^  lA  Paris  seemed  tobe  assembled 
and  concentrated  in  <me  ^K>t— one  qpring  e^ld^icly 
footed  afl  liieir  moi^Fements.  They  pronged  around' 
Ap  monardbs;  with  the  most  wMtiimons  shoots  of 
*^Vj^^Emfmem  Jteamndr^l—Tive  le  RU  de 
i^rsMsl^r  mmgled^iAth  the  Ic^al exdamol^ona,  ^  fleir 
h  Rai  f—Vive  Louis  XVIIL  l—Vivent  iee  Bour^ 
bona  r  To  such  unexpected  unanimity  might  be  ap* 
plied  the  words  of  Scripture,  quoted  by  Clarendon 
on  a  similar  occasion, — **  God  had  prepared  the 
people,  for  the  thing  was  done  suddenly."  The  pro- 
mtmon  lasted  seyeral  hours,  during  which  50,000 
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cboieii  troops  of  the  SilesUn  and  Grand  Anny  fikd 
along  the  Boulevards  in  broad  and  deep  columns, 
ezhibiUng  a  whole  forest  of  bayonets,  mingled  with 
long  trains  of  artillery,  and  preceded  by  nlunerous 
r^ments  of  cavalry  of  every  description  Nothing 
surprised  those  who  witnessed  this  magnificent  spec- 
tacle, more  than  the  high  jstiite  of  good  order  and  re- 
gular equipment  in  which  the  men  and  horses  iqp-' 
peared.  They  seemed  rather  to  resemble  troops 
drawn  from  peaceful  quarters  to  some  grand  or  so- 
lemn festival,  than  regiments  engaged  during  a  long 
winter  campaign  in  constant  marches  and  counter- 
marches, as  well  as  in  a  succession  of  the  fiercest  and 
most  sanguinary  conflicts,  and  who  had  fought  a  ge- 
neral action  but  the  day  before.  After  making  the 
mcuit  of  half  of  Paris  by  the  interior  Boulevards, 
{he  monarchs  halted  in  the  Champs  Elysees,  and  the 
troops  passed  in  review  before  them  as  they  were  dis- 
missed to  their  quarters  in  the  city.  The  Cossacks  of 
the  guard  established  their  bivouac  in  the  Champs 
Elys^  themselves,  which  may  be  termed  the  Hyde 
Fade  of  Paris,  and  which  was  thus  converted  into  a 
Scythian  encampment. 
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CHAPTER  VIlI. 

Pears  of  tJte  Parisians, — Proceedings  of  Napoleon — He  is 
imfimmed  of  the  dissolution  of  ike  Congress  cU  ChatUhn. — 
Operations  of  the  French  Cavalry  m  rear  of  the  Allies.^^ 
Capture  of  the  Austrian  Baron  Weissemberg, —  TTie  Empe-' 

'  TOT  Francis  is  nearly  surprised. — Nap<^eon  hastens  on  to 
Paris,  and  reaches  Troyes  on  the  night  of  the  29X&  March, 
—  Opinion  of  Macdoncdd  as  to  the  possibility  of  relieving 
Paris, — Napoleon  leaves  Troyes  on  the  20th,  and  meets 
BeUiard,  a  few  miles  from  Paris,  in  full  retreat — Coi^ 
versation  betwixt  them, — He  determines  to  proceed  to  Pa- 
ris,  but  is  at  length  dissuaded — and  dispatches  Caulamcourt 
to  the  Metropolis,  to  receive  terms  from  the  Allied  Sove^ 
reigns.^He  himself  returns  to  Fontainbleau, 

Wh£K  the  entfauoflfim  attendbg  the  entrance  of 
the  allies,  which  had  converted  a  day  of  degradation 
into  one  of  joy  and  festivity,  bq^  to  subside,  the 
perilous  question  occurred  to  those  whafound  them- 
sdives  suddenly  embarked  in  a  new  revolution,  Where 
were  Napolecm  and  his  army,  and  what  meaqs  did 
hit  active  and  enterprising  genius  possess  of  still  re- 
attabUshing  his  affairs,  and  taking  vengeance  on  his 
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revolted  capital  ?  That  terrible  and  eril  spirit,  who 
had  80  long  haunted  thdr  very  dreams,  and  who  had 
been  well  termed  the  night-mare  of  Europe,  was  not 
yet  conjured  down,  though  for  the  present  he  exer- 
cised his  ministry  elsewhere.  All  trembled  for  the 
consequence  of  his  suddenly  returning  in  ftdl  force, 
combined  either  with  the  troops  of  Augereau,  or  with 
the  garrisons  withdrawn  firom  tjie  frontier  fortresses* 
But  their  fears  were  without  foundation  ;  for,  though 
he  was  not  personally  distant,  his  powera  off  inflicting 
vengeance  were  now  limited. — ^We  proceed  to  trace 
his  progress  after  his  movement  eastward,  from  the 
neighbomrbood  cf  Vitry  to  St  Diaier,  which  bad  per* 
mitted  the  union  of  the  two  allied  armies. 

Here  he  was  joined  by  Caulaincourt,  who  had  to 
^  inform  him  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Congress  «t  Cfaa- 
tillon,  with  the  addition,  that  he  had  not  received  his 
instructions  firom  Rheims,  until  the  dipbmaMats  had 
departed.  Those  sufosequentiy  dispatched  hy  Cpunt 
Frochot,  he  had  not  received  at  all. 

Meanwhile,  Napeieod^  cwt«lry  e^mmelloodr  ihe 
proposed  operations  in^  fhe  rear  of  t^  alKesy  «n6 
made  prisoners  some  p^^sons  of  oonnoqileniee^'  wli# 
were  travelliiYg,  as  i^iey  mippoeed,  in  perfect  -seonri- 
ty,  between  Troyes  and  Dijon^  Amwg  these  was^ 
Baron  Weissembei^,  wi^hohad  loilg  be<^  ^e  AlM^ 
trian  envoy  at  the  eourt  of  Leaden.    Tiie  EmpMo^ 
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FPAiimwasiieftrly  sm^nMediti  penon  by  the  FMnck^ 
light  tiwpB*  He  WM  oM%ed  te  %  in  a  dr^sky^  a 
Riiwte  eaitiage,  attended  cmly  by  two  demesticsy 
from  Bar-sur- Aube  ta  ChalineDy  and  from  thence  he 
felreated  to  Dijmi.  Nipokon  showed  erery  ciTiHty 
to  his  fmsoner,  WeMembergy  and  dupatched  him 
to  the  Emperor  of  Avuitria,  to  fioHdt  onee  more  hit 
frvanmble  teteiftt^^ice.  The  peiioB  of  the  present 
ffing  of  Ftaiioe»  (then  Meteor,)  would  hare  been 
a  yet  mort  important  capture,  but  the  forays  of  the 
fight  cavahry  did  not  penetrate  so  far  as  to  endanger 
Mm* 

On  the  S4th  March,  Napcdeon  hdted  at  DovAe^ 
rent,  to  concentrate  his' forces,  and  gaai  intelligence. 
He  remained  there  also  on  the  85th,  and  employed 
hiti  time  in  consuhing  his  mi^,  and  dictating  new 
instructions  for  Cauloincourt,  by  which  he  empower- 
ed him  to  make  every  cession.  But  the  hour  of  safety 
was  past.  Upon  the  morning  of  the  26th,  Napoleon 
was  roused  by  the  intelfigence,  that  the  alfies  had  • 
attacked  the  rear  of  his  army  imder  Macdomdd,  near 
St  Dixier.  He  instantly  hastened  to  the  ^pport 
of  the  Maresdial,  concluding  that  his  own  scheme 
had  been  successftil,  and  that  his  retreat  to  the  east^ 
watd  had  drawn  after  him  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
lilies.  The  allies  showed  a  great  number  of  cavahry 
with  flying  guns,  but  no  infantry.    Napoleon  ordered 
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an  attack  on  them,  in  which  the  French  were  suc- 
cessful, the  allies  falling  back  after  slight  o{q>osition. 
He  learned  from  the  prisoners^  that  he  had  been  en* 
gaged^  not  with  Schwartzenberg,  but  with  Blucher's 
troops.  This  was  strange  intelligence.  He  had  left 
Blucher  threatening  Meaux,  and  now  he  found  his 
army  on  the  verge  of  Lorraine. 

On  the  27th,  by  pushing  a  reconnoitring  party  as 
fifiur  west  as  Vitry,  Napoleon  learned  the  real  state  of  the 
case ;  that  both  the  allied  armies  had  marched  upon 
Paris ;  and  that  the  cavalry  with  which  he  had  skir- 
mishedy  were  10,000  men  under  Winzengerode,  left 
behind  by  the  allies  as  a  curtain  to  screen  their  mo- 
tions, and  engage  his  attention.  Every  word  in  this 
news  had  a  sting  in  it.  To  hasten  after  the  allies, 
to  surprise  them,  if  possible,  ere  the  cannon  on 
Montmartre  were  yet  silenced,  was  the  most  urgent 
thought  that  ever  actuated  the  mind  even  of  Napo- 
leon, so  accustomed  to  high  and  desperate  risks. 
But  the  direct  route  on  Paris  had  been  totally  ex- 
hausted of  provision,  by  the  march  and  counter- 
march of  such  large  armies.  It  was  necessary  to  go 
round  by  Troyes,  and,  for  that  purpose,  to  retro- 
grade as  far  as  Doulevent.  Here  he  received  a  small 
billet  in  cipher,  from  the  Post-master-General,  La 
Valette,  the  first  official  communication  he  had  got 
from  the  capital  during  ten  days.     ^^  The  partisans 
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of  the  Stranger,^  these  were  the  contents,  ^<  are  mm- 
king  head,  seconded  by  secret  intrigues.  The  pre- 
sence of  Napoleon  is  indispensable,  if  he  desires  to 
prevent  his  capital  from  b^ng  delivered  to  the  ene- 
my. There  is  not  a  moment  to  be  lost."**  The  march 
was  predpitated  accordingly. 

At  the  bridge  of  Doulancourt,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Aube,  the  Emperor  received  dispatches,  informing 
him  that  an  assualt  on  Paris  was  hourly  to  be  expect- 
ed* Napoleon  dismissed  his  aide-de-camp,  Dejean,  to 
ride  post  to  Paris,  and  spread  the  news  of  his  speedy 
arrival.  He  gave  him  two  bulletins,  describing  in  ex- 
travagant colours  a  pretended  victory  at  Arcis,  and 
the  skirmish  at  St  Dizier.  He  then  advanced  to 
Troyes,  which  he  reached  on  that  same  night>  (29th 
March,)  the  Imperial  Guard  marching  fifteen  leagues 
in  one  day.  On  the  30th,  Mareschal  Macdonald 
gave  to  Berthier  the  foUowing  sound  and  striking 
ofnnion  : — **  It  is  too  late,''  he  said,  **  to  relieve  Pa- 
ris ;  at  least  by  the  route  we  follow.  The  distance  b 
fifty  leagues  ;  to  be  accomplished  by  forced  marches, 
it  will  require  at  least  four  days ;  and  then  in  what 
condition  for  combat  is  the  army  like  to  arrive,  tar 
there  are  no  depots  or  magazines,  after  leaving  Bar- 
sur-Seine.  The  allies  being  yesterday  at  Meaux, 
must  have  pushed  their  advanced  guards  up  to  the 
barriers  by  this  time.     There  is  no  good  reason  to 
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hope  ikat  the  united  corps  of  the  Dukes  of  Trerisa 
and  Ragusa  eould  chedk  them  long  enough  to  allow 
us  to  coftie  up.  JBosides,  at  our  appipach,  the  allies 
will  not  fail  to  defend  the  passive  of  the  Marne-  I 
tim  ikm  of  opimon,  that  if  Paris  fall  und^  tl^  power 
of  the  enemy,  the  Emperor  should  direct  his  mmcch 
on  Sens,  in  <Mrder  to  retreat  upou  A«%«rea«9  imte 
our  forces  with  his,  aud^  after  having  rqpased  our 
troopv^  give  the  enemy  baUi^  on  aeboisen  field.  If 
JProvidenee  has  then  deqreed  «ur  last  hour,  w^  wUl 
at  least  dfe  with  honour,  instead  of  be^  disfecw^ 
pillaged,  taken,  and  slaugMered  by  Cossacks.^  Na^ 
l^oleon's  anxiety  &r  the  fate  of  hia  espital  did  noit 
fiennit  hitn.  to  hearken  to  this  advice;  though  it 
jseetns  the  best  x»ileulated  to  hav«  placed  him  in  a 
condition,  either  to  make  a  composition  with  the 
jaUiee,  or  to  ca^  on  a  formidaUe  war  in  theb  rear* 

From  Troyes,  Kapolean  dispatdied  to  Paris  an^ 
odlermde^de^camp.  General  Girardin,  who  is  said  to 
^ave  carried  orders  ton:  defendbg  the  city  to  the  last, 
and  ^  all  KiAs,^-Hm  accusation^  however,  whic^, 
'ocbsidering  the  mass  of  unimaginable  mischief  thast 
Milch  an  order  must  have  involved)  is  XH)t  to  be  isa- 
^ted  without  more  proof  than  we  hate  been  able  (p 
obtain. 

On  the  SOth  Mardbi,  N^^n  kft  Trc^eii,  4»d, 
Ending  the  oroad  entirdy  unocfiMfied  by  die  ^»mff 
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threw  himself  into  a  poit-carmgei  and  travelled  on 
at  full  speed  before  his  army,  with  a  very  slight  at- 
tendance. Havkig  in  this  way  readied  ViUeneuye 
Xj^Archiyeque»  he  rode  to  Fontainbleau  on  horse- 
back, and  thoi^gh  it  was  then  night,  took  a  carriage 
£br  Paris,  Berthier  and  Caulaincourt  accomjianyiBg 
him*  On  reaching  an  inn,  called  La  Cour  de  France, 
at  a  few  miles  distance  from  Fans,  he  at  length  met 
lonple  proof  of  his  misfortune  in  the  person  of  Gose- 
ral  Belliard,  with  his  cavalry*  The  fatal  intelUgenoe 
was  communicated. 

heafir^  from  his  carriage.  Napoleon  Uimed  back 
wii^  Belliard,    exelaimijdg, — *^  What  means  thia? 
Why  here  with  your  cavalry,  Belliard  ?    And  where 
,  are.  the  enemy  ? "— **  At  the  gates  of  Paris.''-—"  Aad 
the  army  T' — "  It  is  fdlowing  me."-*-"  Where  are 
my  wife  and  «on  ?"— -where  Marmont  ?**-where  JMUnt- 
ti»  ?"" — **  The  Empress  set  out  for  Rambonillet,  and 
,  thence  for  Orleans.     The  Mareschals  are  busy  com- 
pleting their  arrangements  at  Fart^.''    He  then  gave 
an  account  of  the  battk ;  and  Napoleon  instantly 
ordered  his  carrii^  for  Fans.     They  had  already 
proceeded  a  mile  imd  a  half  on  the  road.    The  same 
conversation  proceeded,  and  we  give  it  as  preserved, 
because  it  marks  the  character  of  the  principal  per* 
.sonage,  and  the  tone  of  his  feeli^  much  heU&t  than 
Ihese  can  be  coliec^  from  his  expttssions  upon  more* 
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fimnd  occa8i0iis,  and  when  be  had  in  view  some  par- 
ticular purpose.* 

General  Belliard  reminded  him  there  were  no  long- 
er any  troops  in  Paris.  *^  It  matters  not,^  said  Na- 
poleon; ^M  will  find  the  national  guard  there. 
The  army  will  join  me  to-morrow,  or  the  day  after, 
and  I  will  put  things  on  a  proper  footing.'^ — <<  B«t 
I  must  repeat  to  your  Majesty,  you  cannot  go  to 
Paris.  The  national  guard,  in  virtue  of  the  trea- 
ty, mount  guard  at  the  barriers,  and  though  the 
allies  are  not  to  enter  till  seven  o^clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, it  is  possible  they  may  have  found  their  way  to 
the  outposts,  and  that  your  Majesty  may  find  Rus- 
sian or  Prussian  parties  at  the  gates,  or  on  the 
Boulevards.^ — "  It  is  all  one — I  am  determined  to 
go  there — My  carriage  ! — ^Follow  me  with  your  ca- 
valry.''— "  But,  Sire,  your  Majesty  will  expose  Pa- 
ris to  the  risk  of  storm  or  pillage.  More  than 
20,000  men  are  in  possession  of  the  heights — ^for 
myself,  I  have  left  the  city  in  consequence  of  a  con- 
vention, and  cannot  therefore  return.'* — "  What  is 
that  convention  ?  who  has  concluded  it  ?" — *^  I  can- 
not tell^  Sire ;  I  only  know  from  the  Duke  of  Tre» 


*  It  is  taken  from  a  work  which  has  remarkable  traces  of  au- 
thenticity, General  Koch's  Memoires,  pour  servir  i  THistoire  de  la 
Campagne  de  1814.  See  also,  Memoirs  of  the  Operations  of  the 
Allied  Armies,  already  quoted. 
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v2«»'  thftt  such  aiflto,  ttodthiit  I  mttfit  maafch  to^Fon- 
taiobleau.^ — ^^  Wluit  is  Joseph  about  ?-r Where  is 
the  Miniflt^  at  War  r — ^*  I  do  not  know  ;  we  haye 
received  orders  from  neither  of  them  during  die. 
whole  day.  Eadb  Mareschal  acted  on  his  own  a^ 
sponsibility.  They  have  not  been  se»i  to^iQr  with 
the  army — ^At  least  not  with  the  Duke  af  Trerise'a 
corps.'' — ^*  C<»ne»  we  must  to  Psfis — nothing  goes' 
right  when  I  am  absent^-^hey  do  nothing  but  make 
Uunders*^ 

,  Berthier  and  Caulaincourt  jinned  in  trjring  to  jdi- 
vert  the  Emperor  from  his  purpose.  He  aerer 
caused  demanding  his  carriage.  Caulamcourt  a»- 
nouBced  it,  but  it  did  not  come  up.  ^^apoleon  strode 
on  i|ith  hurried  and  unequal  ateps^  asking  repeated 
questions  concerning  what  had  been  abeady  ex}d«n-> 
ed.^  <«  You  should  have  hdd  out  longer^^  he  said,. 
*^  and  tried  to  wMt  fi^  the  arrival  of  the  army.  You: 
should  have  raised  Paris,  which  cannot  surely  like: 
the  entrance  of  the  Russians.  You  dbould  have  put 
in  motion  the  national  guard,  whose  Aspositimi  is 
good,  and  intrusted  to  them  ite  d^nce  of  the  fofw 
tificadons  which  the  nunister  has  caused  to  be<erect- 
ed,  and  which  are  well  furnished  with  artillery^ 
Surely  the  citizens  could  have  defended  these,  whtk 
the  troops  of  the  line  fought  upon  the  heights  and  vi 
the  plain  ?-rI  repeat  to  you,  Sire,  that  it  was  imr 
VOL.  VI u,  N      \ 
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ponible.     The  amy  (^  15,000  or  18,000  men  has 
resisted  one  of  100,000  for  four  hours,  expecting , 
your  arrival.     There  was  a  report  of  it  in  the  city, 
.which  spread  to  the  troopa^    They  redoubled  their 
exertions.  The  national  guard  has  behaved  extreme- 
ly  weU,  both  as  sharpshooters  and  in  defence  of  the 
wretdied  redoubts  wl^ich  protected  the  barriers.^ — 
**  It  is  astonishing.    How  many  cavalry  had  you  P*** — 
^f  Eighteen  hundred  horse,  Sire,  including  the  bri* 
gadeof  Dautencour.'' — "  Montmartre,  well  fortified 
and  defended  1^  heavy  cannon,  should  have  been  im- 
pre{pM^ble.*>'— -^^  Luckily,  Sire,  the  enemy  were  of 
your  ofonion^  and  ap^ached  the  heights  with  much 
^ution.  But  there  was  no  occasion,  we  had  not  above 
seven  six  pounders.*'-^^'  What  can  they  have  made 
of  my  artillery  ?  I  ought  to  have  had  more  than  two 
hundred  guns,  and  ammunition  to  serve  them  for  a 
month.'^-^^^The  truth  is.  Sire,  tti^t  we  had^only  field- 
artillery,  and  at  two  o^clock  we  were  obliged  to  slack- 
en our  fire  for  want  of  ammunition.^-^^*^  Go,  go — I 
see  everyone  has  lost  their  senses.  This  comes  of  em- 
Spying  people  who  have  neither  common  s^se  nor 
energy.    Well !  Joseph  imagines  himself  capable  of 
conducting  an  army ;  and  Clarke,  a  mere  piece  of 
rdutine,  gives  himself  the  airs  of  a  great  minister ; 

but  the  one  is  no  better  than  a ,  and  the  other 

»  ■         — ,  or  a  traitor,  for  I  begin  to  believe 
wlwit  Savary  said  of  him.-'< — The  conversation  goin^ 
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OD  kk  tMft  manaep^  tftey  had  ind^need  a  fiule  fttdber 
ftom  the  Coot  de  Praocey  when  Aey  mei  »  bodj  of- 
isfairtFy  under  General  C»rial»  Napoleon  faiqwed 
after  the  Duke  of  Tieiaso»  to  wfaoae  eorpe  d^araito. 
they  belcmged^  and  was  informed  he  was  still  at  Pn* 
ris. 

It  was  then,  that,  on  ibe  pressing  femonsCrances 
c£  his  officers,  who  saw  that  in  going  cm  to  Paris^ 
he  was  only  roslung  on  death  or  captiTity,  Ni^o- 
leon  at  leaagih  turned  back  >  and  havii^  abandoiw 
ed  the  strcmg  inflexible  impulse  which  wodd  have 
^carried  him  thither  at  aH  ipdYentiiei^  he  Mm  to 
have  considered  bis  &te  as  dedded^  or  at  least  ta 
have  relaxed  coottderaUy  i^  the  ocigiiial  T^iemew^ 
wWch  he  opposed  to  adversi^* 

He  returned  to  the  Cour  de  Franoe^and  giKve  or^ 
ders  fc»  disposing  ^  forces^  as  they  dioidd  eome 
up,  on  the  h^btf  of  Longjumean^  bdiiiid  the  fitda 
riTer  of  Essonne.  Destrous,  at  the  same  time,  of 
renewing  the  nqjotiation  for  peace,  which,  an  sac* 
cesses  of  an  ephemeral  deacriptioii^  he  imi  broken 
off  at  Chatillon,  Napcdeon  dii^iitdied  Canlaincowrt 
to  Paris,  no  longer  to  negotii^,  but  t&reome  and 
submit  to  such  terms  as  the  aSied  Sovereigns  n^fit 
be.  inclined  to  impose  upon  him.  He  retmmed  to 
Fontaineblei^  the  same  ni(^t.  He  did  not  take  pos- 
pessiom  of  any  of  the  romns  of  states  bat  eIiQse«|wi-r 
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v^  And  more  tetired  fap$aetmmt.  Among  the  muny 
^ai^e  tri^isacticmfi  which  had  taken. ^aee  in  that 
venerable  and  ancient  palace,  its  haUs  were  now  tia 
witness  one  the  most  eztraoKdinary* 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

The  Allied  Sovereigns  issue  a  ProclameUum  that  they  will  not 

'  treat  with  Buonaparte, — A  Provisional  Government  is  nam^ 

•  edbjtiie  €kmim)atioeAmat9imA&4am>decreeti^Jb9fi6htM 

qf  N<xpoleon, — This  decree  is  sanctioned  b^  declarations 

'  from  ail  the  Public  Bodies  inParis.^^The  legality  of  these 

"  proceedings  discusseeL-^Feelings  towards  Napoleony  ofth^ 

Zowtr.dasus^m^d.^^aeMUitafy.'^Om  Mh  April,  Akh 

naparte  issues  a  document^. abdicating  the  throne  qfPraace^ 

— His  subsequent  agitation,  and  wish  to  continue  ihe  war.'— 

The  ^eedigftnaOy  dispatched. 

While  Napokon  breaAed  nothiDg  save  die>  dt» 
•ixe  of  leoDVflsiiig  hj  wsri  njuit  war  had  tdbtn  bmm 
him,  or  atlearttfaatofmakiiigrsudiapeaeeas^ritoiiUk 
kaye  him  at  the  head  of  the  Frenob  giptemmept, 
political  eFoits  were  takn^  place  in  Parifl.  which 
pointed  directly  at  the  oTcrtibfeowof  h».powel[^: 

Hia  great  military  talents,  togedier  with^  hia«z>- 
tremoiinflexibiKly  of  temper,  had  firmly  impresseA 
die  allied  monarclw  with  th^  bdief,  that  no  laiBtbg 
peace  could  be  made  in  Europe  uriaie  he  mrndsdlat 
the  head  of  the  F^mich  nation.    Ereiy  conoetoiM 
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wbidi  he  had  seoned  frying  to  make  at  difierent 
tknes,  had  been  wrung  from  him  by  increasing  diffi- 
eulties,  and  was  yielded  with  such  extreme  reluc- 
tance, as  to  infer  the  strongest  sospcion  that  they 
would  all  be  agiun  resumed  should  the  league  of  the 
allies  be  dissolved,  or  their  means  of  opposing  his 
purposes  become  wi^er.  When,  therefore,  Caulain>- 
codrt  came  to  Patis  on  the  pan  ofliis  master,  with 
{>ower  to  subscribe  to  all  and  each  of  the  demands 
foide  by  the  allies,  he  was  not  indeed  explicitly  re- 
fined audience;  but^  heCare  he  was  admitted  to  acon- 
ference  with  the  Empetor  Alelander,  to  whom  his 
mission  was  addressed,  the  Sovereigns  had  come  un« 
der  engi^ments  whidi  pmduded  them  akogeth«r 
from  treating  with  Napoleoii/ 

When  the  Emperor  of  Busda  halted,  after  ^e 
inragress  of  the  allied  Sovereigns  through  the  dty,  it 
w«»at  die  hotd:  of'TaBeyrand.  He  was  scarcdy.'ar- 
nved  Aeie  ere  the  principal  royalists,  and  those  who 
bad  acted  irith  them,  waited  oh  him  to  crave  aai  au- 
Aenoe.  SiMdastbeEmperbr  Alexander,  the  King  of 
Pmssia,  and  Prince  Schwartzenberg,  were  present 
Genend  Pomo  di  Borgo,  Nesselrode,  Lidlten^ 
stMi^  lihe  DuheDalberg,  Baron  Louis,  the  AUbfe^e 
Fradt,  and  others.  Three  points  were  discussed. 
L'T%e  ppssUniity  of  »  peace  with  Napoleon,  upmi' 
anffcient  gnarsntees.  II.  The  plan  of  a  regency. 
IIJL  TheTe8tonyiont>f  the  Banrbons. 
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I'he  fii^t  proposition  seemed  iBadmisrible.  The 
seoond  was  careftdly  considered^  It  was  particularly 
urged  that  the  French  were  indifferent  to  the  cause 
of  the  Bourbons — that  the  allied  monaichs  would  obr 
serve  no  mark  of  reccdlectbn  of  them  exhibited  by  the 
peo^e  of  France— '^and  that  the  army  seemed  parti- 
cularly ayerse  to  them»  The  united  teetimony  of  the 
French  gentlmnen  present  was  ofiered  to  repd  these 
doubts ;  and  it  was  at  length  agreed^  that  the  third 
proposition^— -the  restoration  of  the  ancieirt  ftmilyf 
and  the  ancient  limits,-— should  be  the  terms  adopted 
ibr  the  settlement  of  France.  A  prodamatiim'  was 
immediatdy  disposed,  by  which  the  SoTereignu  made 
known  their  detanninatbn  not  to  treat  with  Boonn 
parte  or  any  of  his  fiunily. 

But  more  formal  evidence,  in  the  shiq^ie  i^  legal 
ptoeedure,  was  necessary  to  establish  the  desire  of  the 
.Fr^n^h  people  t»  coinc^e  in  the  proposed  diange 
of  govevnmait.  The  puUtic  body  whi€k  ought  na*- 
turally  to  have  taken  the  lead  on  such  an  important 
aSSdt^  was  the  L^^tive  Assembly^  ia  idbom  Na*- 
pdieon's  constitution  vested  some  ostensiUe  right 
of  interference  when  the  state  was  in  danger;  but 
so  far  had  the  Emperor  been  from  recognising  mifh 
a  power  in  practice,  that  the  instant  when  the  As- 
semUy  assumed  the  right  of  remonstrating  with 
him,  diough  in  the  most  respectful  terms,  he  ms- 
pend#d  thehr  functions,  and  spumed  diem  itom 
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fthe  footstool  of  his  throne,  informing  them^  that  not 
th^,  bat  He,  wm  the  rejHresentJitiTe  of  the  peq^, 
'from  whom  there  lay  no  appeal,  and  bende  whom 
•no  body  in  the  state  possessed  power  and  efficacy. 
This  l^datiTe  council,  therefore,  being  dispersed 
-and  prorogoedi  could  not  Uk^  tbeimtiatiTe  upon  the 
^present  occasion. 

The  «eairiiing  genius  of  Talleyra^  sought  an  ot- 
iffoi  of  public  opinion  wliere  few  would  harelooked  fi>r 
it^***»in  ti^  CoosNCTativeSenatey  narni^,  whose  msm- 
l)ers  had  been  solmig  the  tools  of  Buonaparte's  wildest 
jprojeets,  and  the  echoes  of  his  most  despotic  decrees, 
>**-diat  yery  bocty,  of  whicdi  be  himsdf  said,  with  equal 
-btttemesa  and  truth;  that  they  were,  more  eager  to 
yield  up  national  rights  than  hd  had  been  to  demand 
JAe  surrender,  and  Aat^  a  «ign  from  him  had  always 
been  an  order  for  the  Senate,  whohastened  uniformly 
fto  aniidpate  and  exceed  Ins  demacids.  Yet  when, 
•on  die  sumuKms  of  Talleyrand,  who  imew  well  wiA 
iwhoas  he  was  dealing,  tUs  Senate  was  comvoked,  in 
«  meeting  attf^nded  by  sixty-ox  of  their  numbec, 
ibrming  a  majort^  of  the  body,,  they  at-(»fce,  and 
wkbontheiatation,  named  a  Provisicmal  GoTemmei^t, 
fCODsistiiig  of  Tdleyrand,  BoumonviUe,  Jiiucdurt, 
•Dalbesgy  and  the  Abba  de  Montiesquieu  i  men  re- 
commended by  taknts  and  moderation,  and  ^Imse 
-names,  known  in  the  ReyolutH)n,mi^t,atllte£ame 
iline,:be  a  guarantee  tothose  who  dreaded:  a  reitiay»- 
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Uxm  of  ^  old  despotic  goTernment  with  the  restors^ 
tioB  of  the  anctent  race  of  kings. 

On  the  Sd  «nd  3d  of  April,  the  axe  wiw  laid  tm 
the  roots*  A  deeree  of  the  Souite  sent  forth  the  fol- 
leving  statement : — Ist,  That  Napdeon,  aftor  go- 
▼eming  for  some  time  with  prudence  and  wisdom, 
had  violated  the  constttntion,  by  raising  taxes  in  ax 
arUilzary  and  lawless  manner,  eontmry  to  the  tenor 
of  fa»  oath.^ — 2d,  That  he  had  adjourned  without 
aecesfli^  the  L^pslad?e  Body,  and  suppressed  a 
refiort  of  that  assembly,  bes^es  dssowniog  its  right 
to  represent  the  feop^. — 3d,  Hmt  he  had  piddirii^ 
ed  sevfgral  imccmstitatioaal  decrees,  particularly  those 
of  &kh  Mardi^last,  l^  which  be  endeavoured  to  rai* 
der  national  a  war,  in  which  his  own  ambition  alone 
was  interested. — 4th,  That  he  had  violated  the  oob« 
atitutien  by  his  decrees  respecting  state  prisons.-** 
£th.  That  he  had  abolished  the  responsibility  of  mi. 
nisters*  oonfoun^bd  togedier  the  diffisrent  powera  of 
the  state,  and  destroyed  the  indep^idenceof  juc&ud 
aittborities—- &h.  That  the  liberty  of  the  jnress,  con* 
atituting^Mie  4if  the  rights  <^the  nation,,  had  been  uni* 
£Mrmly  subjected  to  the  arbitrary  ceosore  of  his  po* 
lice ;  wUle,  at  the  same  time,  he  himself  had  made 
use  of  the  same  engine  to  fill  the  pubEc  ear  withi»- 
reiited  fictions,  fiilse  maxims,  doctrines  favouimble  to 
despotism,  and  insults  i^on  foreign  governments.— 
7tlH  That  he  had  caused  iK^ts  and  reports,  adapted 
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by  the  Senate,  to  be  altered  by  his  own  authorityV 
before  publication. — 8th,  That  instead  of  reigningy 
according  to  bis  oath,  for  the  honour,  happiness,  and 
glory  of  the  French  nation^  he  had  put  the  finishing 
stroke  to  the  distresses  of  the  country,  by  a  r^bsal 
to  treat  on  honouraUe  conditions-^by  the  a^use 
which  he  had  made  ci  the  means  intrusted  to  him^ 
in  men  and  money — ^by  abandoning  the  wounded, 
without  dressing  or  sustenance  and  by  pursuing 
measures,  of  which  the  consequences  have  been  the 
ruin  of  towns,  the  depopulation  of  the  country,  fa-» 
mine  and  pestilence.  From  all  these  indoctiye  causes^ 
the  Senate,  considerii^  that  the  Imperial  goyem<« 
ment,  estaUished  by  the  decree  of  28th  Florealy  in 
the  year  XII.,  had  ceased  to  exist,  and  that  the  ma-* 
nifest  desire  of  all  Frenchmen  was  to  obtain  an  or- 
der of  things,  of  which  the  first  result  should  be  peace 
and  concord  among  the  great  members  of  the  *Eim>^ 
pean  family  s  Theref<Hre,  the  Senate  decbured  and 
decreed,  Ist,  That  Napdeon  Bucmaparte  had  for-^ 
finted  the  throne,  md  the  right  of  inheritance  esta« 
bUshed  in  his  family .-—^Sd,  That  the  people  and 
army  (£  France  were  disengaged  and  freed  from  the 
oath  of  fidelity,  which  they  had  taken  to  Napoleon 
and  his  constitution. 

About  eighty  members  of  the  Legislative  Body^ 
at  the  summons  of  the  Provisional  Government,  as-^ 
sembled  on  th^  3d  Aprils  and  formally  adhered  to 
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the  iitbove  Decide  of  Forfeiture.  The  consequences 
ef  these  bold  measures  showed,  either  'that  Ni^e- 
leon  had  in  reality  n^ver  had  ttore  thaa  a  sUght 
hold  on  the  affections  of  the  people  of  Frmce,  or 
that  the  interest  they  took  in  his  fixrtunes  had  beeft 
in  a  great  degree  destroyed  by  the  fears  and  pas*- 
sions  excited  by  the  inunediate  crios.  Even  be&ve 
the  Sem^  could  reduce  its  decree  into  form,  the 
Council-General  of  the  D^artment  of  the  Seine 
bad  r^iounced  Napokon'^s  authority,  and  iviputed 
to  him  eloiie  llie  presait  disastrous  state  of  the  coun- 
try. The  decree  of  the  Senate  was  followed  by 
declinations  from  all  the  pcdblic  bodies  in  and  around 
Pai^  that  they  adhered  to  the  Provisional  Govern* 
ment,  and  acquiesced  in  the  Decree  of  Forfeiture^ 
Ninnerous^  individuals,  who  had  been  favoured  and 
enridbed  bgr  Buonaparte,  were  among  the  first  to 
join  the  tide  when  it  set  against  him.  But  it  had 
been  always  his  policy  to  acquire  adherents,  by  ad- 
dressing himself  rather  to  m^^s  interests  than  to  their 
princii^cA;  jcnd  matiy  of  his  fii^ids  so  gnned,  na- 
turally became  examples  of  the  politic  observation, 
^^  that  if  a  prince  places  menin  wealthy  drcumstances, 
the  first  thing  they  think  o^  in  danger,  is  how  to  pre* 
serve  the  advanti^;es  they  have  obtained,  without 
ircigard  to  his  fii^  to  whom  tibey  owe  them.^ 
,  We  do  not  believe  that  it  occurred  to  any  person 
w^hile  these  events  were  passing,  to  question  either 
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the  fonnality  or  the  justice  of  the  doona  otfyrkitme 
against  Napoleon ;  but  Time  has  cdled  out  many 
authors,  who,  gained  by  the  brilUancy  of  Napoleon^ 
reputation,  and  scmie  of  them  bound  to  him  by  ties  of 
gratitude  or  firiendship^  have  impugned,  more  or  less 
dbrectly,  the  formality  of  the-  Senate's  procedure,  ai^ 
well  as  the  justice  of  their  sentence.  We,  thc^refere^ 
feel  it  our  duty  to  bestow  some  consideration  upon 
this  remaricable  event  in  both  points  of  view. 

The  objection  proposed  against  the  legidity  of  the 
Senators  acting  as  the  organ  of  the  pe<^le,^in  pronoun^ 
cing  the  doom  of  forf^ture,  rests  uprni  the  idea,  that 
the  right  of  dethroning  the  sovereign,  who  shall  be 
guilty  of  oppression  beyond  endurance,  can  only  be 
exercised  in  a  peculiar  and  formal  manner,  or>  a^ 
our  law-phrase  goes,  *'  according  to  the  statute 
made  and  prqvided  in  that  case.^  This  se^ns  Id 
ti^  a  narrow  view  of  the  subject.  The  right  of're-. 
dressing  themselves  under  such  circumstances,  does 
not  bdong  to,  and  is  not  lihiited  by,  any  pecuUitf 
forms  of  civil  gov^timent.  It  is  a  right  which  be- 
longs to  human  nature  under  aU  systems  what- 
soever. It  exists  in  every  government  Under  the 
sun,  from  that  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers  to  the  most 
free,  republic  that  ever  was  constructed.  There  is^ 
indeed,  much  greater  latitude  for  the  exercise  of 
arbitrary  authority,  in  some  governments  than  in 
others.  An  Emperor  of  Morocco  may,  with  impum* 
ty,  bathe  his  hands  to  the  elbows  in  the  blood  of 
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lxtti^itl]|edls  jMl^lufQWiibwid;  but  «ven  in  ihit. 
themoBt  absoluto  of  despodaodi,  thare  $xe  piMaiUar 
limits  mbiA  cannot  be  passed  by  the  soveteiga  inth* 
ottt  die  exercise  of  the  natuxtl  jight  of  resistance  on 
^  part  of  his  subjects,  although  their  system  of  go«> 
vemment  be  as  arbitrary  as  words  can  declare  it  to. 
hey  mod  the  Emperor  is  frequently  dethroned  and 
ahdn  by  his  oim  guards. 

In  limited  gdvemments,  <m  the  odier  hand,  £ke 
dwt^  <3tT^t  JBiitain,  the  law  imposes  bounds,  be- 
yond which,  the  royal  authority  shall  ^ot.pass  ;  "hat  it 
makes  no  proyision  for  what  dudl  take  place,  sbdidd 
a  tnonarchyfls  in  the  case  of  James  IL,  trane^fress 
the  social  compact  The  constitution  averts  its  eyee 
from  contemplating  such  w  event-^indeed  it  ia 
pronounced  impossiUe  ;  and  when  the  emergency- 
did  arrive,  and  its  extrication  became  a'  matter  cf  in- 
dispensable necessity,  it  was  met  and  dealt  with  a»  a 
eoncurrenoe  of  drcumstances  which  had  not  hap- 
p^ed  before,  and  ought  never  to  be  r^arded  as  be- 
ing possible  to  occur  again.  The  foreigner  who  pe- 
n»es  ouit-coiislltution  for  the  forms  of  procedure  com- 
petent in  such  an  eveiait  as  the  Revolution,  might  as 
well  look  in  a  turnpike  act  for  directions  how  to  pro- 
ceed in  a  <»8e  resembling  that  of  Phaeton. 

If  the  mode  of  shaking  off  an  oppressive  yoke,  by 
dctlaring  the  monarchy  abdicated  or  forfeited,  be  not 
a  fixed  form  in  a  regular  govanment,  but  left  to  be 
provided  for  by  a  convention  <^  otherwise,  as  a  case  s» 
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calMniUiiis  and  80  anomatous  sboidd  demand,  tu  Uw 
was  k  to  be  si^^KMed  that  a  consthatioii  like  that  of 
France,  which  Buonaparte  had  studiottdy  depriTid 
of  ererj  power  and  means  of  cheddng  the  execQ-* 
^tive,  should  contMa  a  r^idar  form  of  process  for 
declaring  die  ofown  forfeited*  He  had  been  as  care- 
fid  as  despot  could,  to  leave  no  bar  in  existenoe  be- 
lore  which  the  pubHc  might  arraign  him  ;  bat  will 
it  be  contended,  that  Oie  ptbtichaddMBcfaefiiiiBk- 
od  ita  natond  rq^  of  accnsing  and  of  <4)taining  re* 
dxeas?  If  he  had  rendered  the  Senate  the  tfUBe 
drudges  which  we  have  described,,  and  prorogued  the 
L^^lative  Body  by  an  arbitary  coup  d^etat,  was  he 
therefore  to  escape  the  penalty  of  his  misgovern- 
ment  ?  On  the  contrary,  the  nation  of  France,  like 
Great  Britain  at  the  time  of  the  Revoluti<Hi  168B> 
was  to  proceed  as  it  best  could  in  taking  care,  JVe 
qmd  ddfimenU  retpublieu  capiat*  The  Senate  was 
moif  perhaps,  the  best  organ  for  expressii^  public; 
opinion,  but  it  was  the  only  one  Napdecm  had  1^ 
within  reach,  and  therefore  it  was  seised  upon  an^ 
made  use  of.  That  it  was  composed  <^  men  who 
had  so  long  gone  on  with  Nap<de(xi^8  interest,  and 
now  were  able  to  keep  up  in  course  with  him  no 
longer,  made  his  minrule  even  yet  more  glaring,  $nA 
the  necessity  o£  the  case  more  evident 

It  k  of  &r  more  importance  to  be  enabled  to  form 
m  accurate  judgment  respecting  t\\ejiMiice  of  th<^ 
sentence  of  forfeiture  j^nounoed  against  this  emi-^ 
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ment  man,  than  upon  its  mere  formality.     That  we 
may  examine  this  question  with  the  impartiality  it 
deserves,  we  must  look  upon  it  not  only  divested  of 
our  feelings  as  Britons,  but  as  unconnected  with 
ihe  partizans  either  of  the  Bourbons  or  of  Buo- 
naparte.    With  these  last  there  could  be  no  room 
either  for  inquiry  or  conviction.     The  Royalist  must 
have  been  4x>nvinced  that  Napoleon  deserved^  not 
deprivation  only,  but  death  also,  for  usurping  the 
Arone  of  his  rightful  soverdgn  ;  and  the  Buonapar- 
tist  on  the  other  hand,  would  hold  it  cowardly  trea- 
son to  desert  the  valiant  Emperor,  who  had  raised 
Franee  to.  such  a  state  of  splendour  by  his  victories, 
more  especially  to  forsake  him  in  the  instant  when 
Fortune  was  looking  black  upon  his  cause.     There 
could  be  no  argument  between  these  men,  save  with 
their  good  swords  in  a  fair  field. 

But  such  decided  sentiments  were  not  entertain- 
ed upon  the  part  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  French 
nation.     A  large  number  of  the  middle  classes,  in 
particular,  remembering  the  first  terrors  of  the  Re- 
volution, had  showed  their  willingness  to  submit  to 
the  yoke  which  gradually  assumed  a  despotic  cha- 
racter rather  than,  by  a  renewed  struggle  for  their 
liberties,  to  run  the  risk  of  reviving  the  days  of  Ter-* 
ror  and  Proscription.     It  is  in  the  person  of  such  an 
individual,  denrous  of  the  honour  and  advantage  of 
his  country,  and  anxious  at  the  same  time  for  the 
protection  of  his  own  family  and  property,  that  we' 

3 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


9Sft  U^FS  OF 

now  endeavour  to  coniBid^  the  question  of  Napdeo&V- 
fcHr&ituret 

The  mind  o£  such  a  person  would  naturally  revert 
tp  the  p^od  when  Bu(mapu*te,  just  returned  from. 
I^gypt,  appeared  on  the  stage  like  a  dei^  descend- 
ing to  unloose  a  perplexing  knot,  which  no  hunuMi 
iligenuity  could  extricate.     Our  citizen  would  pro- 
l^lUy  admit  that  Napoleon  used  the  sword  a  little  too 
fl?eely  in  sevmng  the  intricacies  of  the  noose ;  <»r,  in 
plain  words,  that  the  cashiering  the  Council  of  Fiy6.. 
Hundred,  at  the  head  of  lus  grenadiers^  was  an  awk-> 
ward  mode  of  ascending  to  power  m  a  coontry  whi<^ 
still  called  itself  free.    This  feelings  however,  would, 
be  greatly  overbalanced  by  recollecting  the  ufe  which 
was  made  of  the  power  dius  acquired ;  the  subjuga^ 
tion  j^  to  wit,  of  ^reign  ^s^nies,  the  extinction  of  civil 
dissentions,  the  protection  of  property,  and,  for  a 
time,  of  personal  liberty  also.  Napolecm'^s  having  ele- 
vated France  from  the  condition  (£  a  divided  and 
depressed  country,  in  the  immediate  apprehenaon  of 
invasion,  into  that  of  arbitress  of  Europe,  would  at 
once  justify  committing  the  chief  authority  to  such 
able  hands,  aiid  excuse  the  means  he  had  used  for  at-^ 
taining  it ;  especially  in  times  when  the  violent  and 
successive  changes  under  which  they  had  Icmg  su& 
fered,  had  made  the  nation  insensible  to  irr^ulari* 
ties  like  those  attached  to  the  revolution  of  the  18di 
Brumaire.     Neither  would  our  citizens  probably  be 
much  shocked  at  Napoleon's  assuming  the  crowuv 
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McHiarohy  was  tlieiwcientgoTenimeatof  Fitece^ffiKl 
sajt|C€^^iTe  ebatigea  bad  served  to  show  that  tbey  co«iI4 
Bot  fix  OQ  a^y  olber  fmn  of  constittttioti,  labodr  b^w 
tbey  woabl,  which  was  endowed  wkb  the  same  d(H 
greeofpermaneneeb  The  Bourbons  bad,  indeed,  the 
ek^Qi  by  ¥ntb  ta  momit  that  throne,  were  it  to  b*o 
again  ei^^ed.  Bnt  tbey  were  ill  exile,  separated  by 
ciril  war,  party  psejodtees,  the  risk  of  i^actiol]^  and 
a  thiwsaifd  othea?  diffi<3uUiea,  which  s^m^  ift  tlftr 
tide  .absolutely  uisnriMmniable.  Buonaparte  was 
standing  under  the  canopy,-  he'  grasp^  the  rc^gid 
sceptre  in  his  band,  his  assuming  the  royal  seat 
passed  almost  as  a  matter  of  courde. 

Our  supposed  Parisian  has  next  to  review  a  coqMq 
of  years  of  such  hriUieaicy  as  to  baffle  criticism,  atid 
cbann  reason  to  silence,  till  the  undertakings  oftkxi 
Emperor  seem  tarise  above  each  other  in  wonder, 
each  being  a  step  towards  the  comipletion  of  ibat 
stupend<nis  pyramid,  of  which  the  gradati<ms  were 
to  be  formed  by  conquered  provinces,  until  the  re- 
fractory and  contumacious  isle  of  Britain  should  be 
added  to  complete  the  pile,  m  the  top  of  whicfr  wafa 
destined  to  stand  the  armed  form  of  Napoleon,  tram*- 
plingf  the  world  under  his  foot.  This  is  the  noble 
work  which  France  and  her  monarch  were  in  the  act 
of  achieving.  It  requires  the  sacrifice  of  children  or 
relatives  to  fill  their  ranks  ;  they  go  where  Honour 
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calls  AUd  victory  awaits  theni.  These  times,  how* 
4ver^  are  overclouded  ;  there  come  tidings  that  the 
stone  heaved  by  such  portentous  exertions  so  high  up 
the  hill,  has  at  length  recoiled  on  him  who  laboured 
to  give  it  a  course  contrary  to  nature.  It  is  then 
that  the  real  quality  of  the  fetters,  hitherto  gilded 
oyer  by  success,  begins  to  be  felt,  and  the  iron  enters 
Into  the  soul.  The  parent  must  not  weep  aloud  for 
the  child— the  Emperor  required  his  service; — the 
patriot  m^st  not  speak  a  word  on  public  afiairs— ^he 
dungeon  waitis  for  him. 

While  news  of  fresh  disasters  from  Spain  and  Mos- 
cow were  every  day  arriving,  what  comfort  could  a 
dtizen  of  France  find  in  adverting  to  past  victories  ? 
These  had  brought  on  France  the  hatred  of  Europe,' 
the  tears  of  families,  the  ruin  of  fortunes,  general  in- 
vasion, and  well-nigh  national  bankruptcy.  Every 
year  had.  the  children  of  France  undergone  decima- 
tion— taxes  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hundred  millions 
of  francs  yearly,  had  succeeded  to  the  four  hundred 
millions  imposed  under  the  reign  of  the  Bourbons — 
the  few  remaining  ships  of  France  rotted  in  her  bar-' 
bours-<*her  bravest  children  were  slaughtered  on  their 
native  soil — a  civil  war  was  on  the  point  of  breaking 
out — one  half  of  France  was  overrun  by  the  foreign 
enemy.  Was  this  most  melancholy  state  of  the  counJ 
try  brought  about  in  defending  strongly,  but  unfor- 
tunately, any  of  the  rights  of  France?  No — she  might 
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have  enjoyed  her  triumphs  in  the.  most  proiojqiid 
peace.  Two  wars  with.  Spain  and  Uasaia,  which  gai^ 
fire  to  tbisdreadfultrwiof^ calamities,  were wagedfpr 
,  no  nati(»ial  or  xeaaonable  object,  but  merely  because 
-one  half  of  Hurope  could  not  satisfy  the  ambition  pf 
oneman.  Again,ourcitizen  inquires, whether, hayii^ 
<;ommitted  the  dreadful  error  of  commencing  theae 
wars,  the  Emperor  has  endeavouned  to  make  peace 
with  the  parties  injured  ?  Heisanswered,  that  re- 
located terms  cf  peace  have  been  ofiered  to  Napo^ 
icon,  upon  4>ondition  of  ceding  his  ccmqilests,  but  .that 
tcxhad  preferred  hazarding  the  kingdom  of  Frsmce^ 
to  yielding  up.  that  which  he  termed  his  ghry^  a 
term  which  he  successively  conferred  on  whatever 
possession  he  was  required  to  surrender^  that  even 
at  Chatillon,  many  days. passed  when.Jie  might 
have  redeemed  himself  by  canatifit ing.  that  Jrapce 
should  be  reduced  within  the  limits  .which  she  e»« 
joyed  under  the  Bourbons  ;.vbut  that  the  ^reposul, 
when  half  admitted,  had  been  retracted  by*  him.  in 
consequence  of  some  transient  success ;  and^finalljt^ 
that  in  consequence  of  this  intractability  and.obstir 
nacy,  the  allied  sovereigns  had  sdemnly.  dechuced 
they  would  not  enter  into  treaty  with  him,  or  thiose 
who  acted  with  him.     Our  citizen  would.naturally 
look  about  for  some  means  of  escaping  the  impend- 
ing danger,  and  would  be  informed  that  the  peac^ 
which  the  allied  princes  refused  to  Buonaparte,  thfiiff 
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«M|glc«ifjr0A«t9ok9WRiKfit^   Iic\winMleaml]N|t 

if  wAmMv  tdke  MtitflMe  .CMMeqwoce  1iro«U  luK^^a 

iMM^t;  iriMiefarpaBtjr  got  tUejMfa^^ 

«f  JPbrki  #«iAi  p0oMb»j  lie  aUf  toi drade  (^^km^ 

^£|iMl^  lMi«  bgrtlie  «Aoice^  w  laiikeir  p«raM^tf 
. «lfei{M0pl^^  ttv fl».«ibaM«iCiQitor  hoaiid  la. mmtg^ 

K«w»^m3r  legal  cUifp^n  smif  l)«r  ^tAootod  jn 
iiitMtii0iiia|riowlnoh  kidSosD^  tfi^lbtf^ml 
Mapiltoi^i^  gOTtaiieHfct  was  mo  km^  i^  tinii^ 

|«ida^#li€f  inbi^  fiW  had  a  rigbi  Ilk  rid  liM«tf 
iiflMiif^'Mri^iratfirftnl  wAt  fcr  di>tyv  or  aft  if  lairi 
«€«»  b«ik  tedbciit  bImb^  tlteur  veaitl  »f  tiwanidQ.Aib- 
ItMMito.tet  ftk  piloir^  h^  wImf  kad  prtiited  A  s^f^di 
jMlittfi^^dmii  it  wsff  nceslsaiy  torsnedficd  la  i^pcMf 
4  aCattDr-wkkh  bad  «oi]ir  upon  fthMt  tltf<»|gh  bin 
liait^istst  UfmamcbfttaoDifig^eeiUiaijF^UftiOt 
ttimi)Be^]K>f  unpatriotiiB,  tbe  bm^rhera  of  Pflrib^  fi« 
wdl  ^  ail  tboie  wbo  bad  anytbi^g  !•>  \mt  m  ^ 
stn^lei  nuty  be  supposed  to  have  acted. 
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.  Tbe  If^cir,  or  Mketr  «he  lowesi  tkat  of  mAaIm- 

Tkefr  hi^  faMti  bequeadijed  ito  Bvootpante  an  Mt  Mr* 
loom  of  itbp  BepiiUfe^#(  wbkh:  fe  iuutiir^rtadjr 
c«H«dtfa^ii€»r.  HJg  pdBofehiiA  iii(fti^iiwMiy:»itM»» 
taiofid  jcoflwxionji  aawgiggtttlMm»faiiA  ffflBfaiqi  ia^' 
oadl'  \»  dependenor  oo  ihe  f  nTnrmiBiTnt  thiir  yiiii 
ptl  kidorsf    Srra»»  had  ^ck^ngf^d  JitMifid.nMiii #£r 

skoa^M  i^mck  altescri.    The  CSax^ff  of  ipBUiQejifiK? 

Man  had  been ;  and  their  qn^xAimt^.amm^p§^tbfi,^ 
^wrtoflpjred^  lis  ilK^jrih^acintlirifa^  n^ tlie 
paUSff'ii^ktf^  ti^lts^ ii#  hftrt  f fffili<in£r  fna  Tahraigi  wrfi 
Eyiiititf  ,#ftcr  ttoy  faad^emred  nt.thedweo^wyjj 

isJUed^  AbtTmimmt^  tMHiag  fiii^^ ^  she  fpwd 
u»P  mucins ' aiid^MafiitfiOBs^  wUchrti^^ 

^wMO&TMgtf  iJm  !udMtli^iB*s  joC^ybe  ^lifcnriimfiaiHii 
^Ma&tefiarii  ^Biwlto)l%  iaffiihfcirliiMnwi^i^fcfifcMt 
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of  er^nry  deseriptioii ;  the  caymlry  wtere  in  a  g]w«)t: 
moKiBiT  dismoaoted ;  the  regimente  net  iMtlf  4»nii. 
plete  $  the  horBes  unsliod ;  the  physieal  cenditieii  of 
the  army  bad,  md  its  moral  feeliags  depressed,  atid 
mifit  for  enterprise.    The  period  seemed  to  have  iir- 
li^^ed,  b^ond  which  ^apoleen  could  not  maintain 
hiamtniggle,  withont  destrac|tioa  te  himself,  to  Pms, 
and  to  France.    These  sentiments  were  'CemnMHiy^ 
aolerbibedamong  the  French  g^ietaloBiceKis.  They 
fUtiheitf  attachment  to  JKTapoleon  placed  in  ctpftmu-' 
tiontoti^e4«ty  they  owe4  their  ce«ntr3^by  4helahr 
dectee^f  4m  Sena(t«,and  they  conddfied^the^^aser 
of 'IVaaee  as  the  most  sacied^     They  had  raoeivad 
laieUigeBce  firpp  Bouraonvilje  of  what  l|ad  passtA 
at  Bans,  andoonsiderinj^  the  large  proportiea  ^  Am 
^Ki^tfl  which  had  dedared  f^puast  Bnonapaste,  ani 
that  an  assault  an  Paris  must  ha^eaccasionedqasab 
rifiHfiofl  of  French  blood,  and  haice  hecoma^the  sig^ 
nal  of  i^ivil  war,  theM^^schalaaodiprittcrpal  f^eoe^ 
lal  adfficeo»  agreed  they  c^ild  not  foHawNapalfeov 
in  suofaan  attack  on  ^  the  city,  pr  against  tbe^llte*^ 
line  of  defence  around  it,  both  becausfe,r]aa'iiMll^ 
iMjr  poini-cf  i£ew,  thqy  thought. the  attempt  «des* 
perate,  considering  the  state  of.the«im^akut4>e9 
canp«,  m  4  pditkal  position,  they  regardeik  it  as 
contra^ ioithetr^dnty^asctttz^ns.  .  .    •-  ^  - 1^' 

-^  kytik-a^%'h!BkJ^^  8d>t>&  Apntti 

€iiatlinc<fapt  iatumed  femi  his:jmJnsien.itoi^Baiw 
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irreconcileably  averse  to  it  Bat  thftJ'ltUr^tini.Bff 
in  tJb^jNfl(dMtji8i>iapt  li»  wft^  iigwn^  I'^Mrii^i^ 

fil»tM)oJtojjiii(yifaedi>tiiictfEahQtto 

iPQgy,.aridi»!wed.  tJii^iwrtiuitdfeplAffffl^^Nl-MEUtt 

^  tb^pttUtitte. tiiPi^itfiAwcfi  i^disacrrlfvwf^iM^  df 
f^ory  iktid  iunauiViMdr  tfait  k^^AnAeoii^'Wl^oaiisli 
oo  itbii;«»ptttl^  piMiiab  Ihe  lMMU»it4iy  trtnte^fc^ 

orders  were  grven  to  advance  tbft  iiiptliii  qu(i«t.^ 
ftot^.EoiitoiBhtoi,M^^^MWMfr»!     "- >:         -    7 
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peror  into  kis  apartment^  and  explained  to  him  the 
Sentiments  which  they  entertained  on  the  sabject  of 
the  proposed  movement,  their  opinion  that  he  ought 
to  negotiate  on  the  principle  of  personal  abdication, 
and  the  positive  detei'mination  whi<^h  most  of  them 
had  formed,  on  no  accoont  to  fdlow  him  in  an  at->^ 
tack  upon  Paris. 

There  is  no  doubt  that,  by  an  appeal  to  <rfh)ers 
of  an  inferior  rank  and  ccmsideration,  young  Seids, 
who  knew  no  other  virtue  than  a  determined  attach* 
ment  to  their  chief,  through  good  or  evil,  Napole<Mi 
might  have  filled  up,  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
the  vacancy  which  the  resignation  of  the  Mareaehids 
must  bave  created  in  his  list  of  generals.  But 
those  who  urged  to  htm  this .  unpleasant  proposal^ 
were  the  fathers  of  the  war,  the  well-known  brave 
and  beloved  leaders  of  Islrge  armies.  Their  names 
might  be  individually  inferior  to  his  own;  but  with 
what  feelings  would  the  public  hear  that  he  was 
depiived  of  those  men,  who  had  been  so  long  the 
pride  and  dread  of  war  ?  and  what  was  likely  to  be 
the  sentiments  of  the  soldiery,  vpon  whom  the  names 
of  Ney,  Macdonald,  Oudinot,  and  others,  (grated 
like  a  war-trumpet*     - 

With  considerable  reluctance,  and  after  long  de- 
bate. Napoleon  assumed  the  pen,  and,  acquiescing 
in  the  reasoning  pressed  upon  him,  wrote  the  fdlow* 
ing  words,  which  we  translatef  as  literaUy  as  possiUe, 
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msihowi^  7fapoleon>  power  ct  dignity  of  eipir^s* 
sion,  when  deep  feding  predominated  over  his  affec- 
tation of  antithesis  and  orientalism  of  composition  : 

^  The  alHed  powers  having  proclaimed  that,  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  is  the  s^  obstacle  to  the  re«es- 
tablishment  of  peace  in  Enrajpe^  the  £mp«x>r  Napo- 
lemi,  faithfol  to  his  o«th^  declaies  that  be  is  ready  to 
descend  from  the  throne^  to  qnit  Fraace,  and  erenr 
to  relinquish  life,  for  the  good  of  the  coutry,  whicb 
is  inseparable  from  the  rights  of  his  aaa,  from  those 
of  the  Regency  in  the  person  of  the  Empress,  and 
£tom  the  auiintenanceof  the  laws  of  the  empire.  Done 
at  oar  Palace  of  FoantainUean,  4th  Aprils  1814;" 

Caahtincourt  and  Ney  were  ajqiointed  to  be  bear-' 
ers  of  this  important  docuaaent,  and  commissioners 
to  negotiate  with  the  aUies^  concerning  the  terms 
oi  accommodation  to  which  it  might  be  supposed 
to  lead.  Caulaincoort  was  the  personal  represen- 
tative c^  Napoleon ;  and  Ney,  who  had  all.  alo^ 
been  zealous  for  the  abdication,  was  a  plempoten- 
tiaiy  proposied  by  the  rest  of.  the  Mareschals. 
Nap<de<»iy  it  is  said,  wished  to  add  Marmont ;  but 
he  was  absent  with  the  tmoopsquartered  at  Essonne,, 
who,  having  been  withdrawn  in  consequence  of  the 
treaty  c^  Paris,  were  disposed  of  in  that  .positiom 
Macdonald  was  suggested  as  the  third. plenipoten^ 
tiary,  as  an  oflfeer  whose  high  character  best  qua- 
lified him  to  lepresoBt  the  army.    Napoleon  hesita- 


d  by  Google 


ted  r  far  ihmi^bB  IwdiMii^jaMl  SlMdopptM^^te* 
taite— Ate  «»it  iipigtiiali  #rfMiiiiiin^  Iw^jkaeir  |ii>l;? 
the.  JMMMifiliil  ^dblikftft  im>apgiacafte  titt<Aiibit0ur)r 
duaraster  9£JtU  p^^amamt%  .9mA  thaj^  ^^  never 

^  JfeJis4Q(^ianoli  aaw4f  >MH»r«it  torfbffhMga^ 

t«k«i.!^x  Ifasesddkt  MiM^^  ladifed 

te.  lim  in— f  ii  liiMi  ahnriwJiBgly/   i  ....    j 

iCfaevi^t«»]^>«TO^  ill  tbe^fitof  JMoiii^^ft^^ 

fwMdimk  M^^mmsffio  immt  ra  TS^f^lkmak  fMw^aial 

i9faa#:iy9a^c|Miite'4Aimin  Ui^  bett  texBis  far  S^||m^j 
far  n^pptlf^  iiHf?  VDtiiiiig.^^  They  mtmixuiaaa^^ 
putio^nrljr'to^riNjaiaritn  nmnalioe  «iitil:4he  tg«at|r 
gtiewMHtf  MJjiitfai,  -mir<«igh  tte^H^pU^oBneilfaMN 

wfty>«iimiiti]«ft  eiK>ti«ri¥iieti  )m  hAd£|ia%  i^^^k* 
^^hie?  ihihiiti uiil-^Ifa  tiimr.lijiiisell  on  ^.flafi^  bid 
iiii>:fanrLfa-ib{elvf«fw^te8^  abd:th«n^JMkiag,/iip^ 

fanxkiiitigiiktMe]  hb^wip&ired  ius,  btttbrte  f£ikt 
fatt4|Uttilip|3tUT]wbIttd(ka*t^2iM^ 
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field  <Mice  more !  We  are  ture  to  beat  them,  and  to 
hare  peace  on  our  own  terms.'^  The  moment  wonld 
have  been  invaluable  to  a  histcHrical  painter.  The 
Mareschals  were  deeply  aflfected,  but  could  not  give 
way.  They  renewc^d  their  arguments  on  the  wretch- 
ed state  of  the  army ^— on  tbe  reluctance  widi  which 
the  soldiers  would  m^ve  agakist  the  SoMte^*— on  tbe 
g<ilai»ty<fj^di>atw«tiyrcWt^Nyj  aad  gn  tfjayo- 
b^ibiCtydiaitFkris  would  lie  destroyed.  ne«dq(nias- 
(^  once  more  in  their  re>aoiiing»  andpemtted  them 
4^  40pwi  0n  Ih^  elrib(mlJ^ 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Victor,  and  others  of  the  French  MareschdU,  give  in  their  ad- 
hesion  to  the  Provisional  Chvernnunt^^nMarmamt  eniem 
into  a  separate  Convention;  but  assists  at  the  Kkm^isrences 
held  at  Paris,  leaving  Spuham  second  in  command  of  his 
Army.^'The  Commanders  have  an  interview  with  the  En^ 
peror  AJexander.-^Souhav^  enUrs^  with  his  Armif^  into  ike 
lines  of  the  Allies  ;  in  consequence,  the  Allied  Sovereigns  m- 
sist  upon  the  unconditional  Submission  of  Napoleonr^His 
Behaviour  on  learning  this  result — and  reluctant  acquies- 
jcencc-^The  Terms  granted  to  him-^Consideraticns  as  to 
their  Policy, '-'Disapprobationof  Lord  Castlereagh. — Gene- 
ral  Desertion  of  NapoUonj-^The  Empress  Maria  Lomsa 
returns  to  her  Father's  Protection.'^Dea^ofJosiphinej-^ 
Singular  Statement  made  by  Baron  Fam,  NapolecnCs  8e^ 
cretary,  of  the  Emperor's  attempt  to  commit  Suicide, — After 
this  he  becomes  more  resigned^^His  Views  respecting  the 
best  Policy  of  the  Bourbons,  as  his  successors, — Leaves 
Fontainbleau,  on  his  journey  to  Elba,  on  2Sth  April. 

The  plenipotentiaries  of  Napoleon  had  been  di- 
rected to  confer  with  Marmont  at  Essonne,  in  their 
road  to  the  capital.  They  did  so,  and  obtained  in- 
formation there,  which  rendered  their  negotiation 
more  pressing.  Several  of  the  generals  who  had  not 
been  at  Fontainbleau,  and  had  not  had  an  opportimity 
-of  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  military  council 
which  assembled  there,  had  viewed  the  act  of  the 
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Senate,  adhered  to  by  the  other  public  bodies,  as  de- 
dsively  dosing  the  reign  of  Buonaparte^  or  as  indi-* 
eating  the  commencement  of  a  civil  wat.  Most  of 
them  were  of  opinion,  diat  the  interest  of  an  indiri^ 
dual,  whose  talents  had  been  as  dangerous  to  France 
as  the  virtues  of  Caesar  had  been  to  Rome,  ought  not 
to  be  weighed  against  the  welfiure  of  the  capital  and 
Ae  whole  nation.  Victor,  Duke  of  Belluno,  had 
upon  these  principles  given  in  his  personal  adhesiim 
to  the  Provirional  Grovernment,  and  his  example  was 
followed  by  many  others. 

But  die  most  important  proselyte  to  the  royal 
cause  was  the  Mareschal  Marmont,  Duke  of  Ba«* 
gusa,  who,  lying  at  Essonne  with  ten  or  twelve  thou- 
sand men,  formed  the  advance  of  the  French  army. 
Conceiving  himself  to  have  the  liberty  of  odier 
.  Frenchmen,  to  attend  at  this  crisis  to  die  weal  of 
France,  rather  than  to  the  interest  of  Napoleon  alone, 
and  with  the  purpose  of  saving  France  from  the  joint 
evils  of  a  civil  and  domestic  war,  he  made  use  of  the 
position  in  which  he  was  placed,  to  give  a  weight  to 
his  opinion,  which  that  of  no  other  individual  could 
have  possessed  at  the  moment.  Mareschal  Marmont, 
after  negotiation  with  the  Provisional  Grovemm^it 
on  the  one  hand,  and  Prince  Schwartzenberg  on  die 
other,  had  entered  into  a  convention  on  his  own  ao-' 
count,  and  diat  of  his  corps  d'armfe,  by  which  he 
agreed  to  march  the  division  which  he  commanded 
within  the  lines  of  cantonment  held  by  the  allies,  and 
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tWfcriUMtffie^ril  idM  of  limia{  piosrfihftiif^  tlm 

^WiRW,  shottlftJie  f!ill4ti«» ifat'iM^  M  live  affies. 
Heidbiurftiedate  ^^stmmni^f^wiiaiBkarpsi^wfm^ 

An  {UH  of  OtQeml  Sfimnont;    but ^wfr^  is<^  the 

ment  and  the  £mperor,  moRrar^ifcseilmfii  hi  flnt  ^e^ 
iiend  dfte  i*  Jbf  4Ddiqr  ^.tfaeraare&ehalrcHr  Hafto- 
rfti^  vwM'jnieseMdy  afMr  todk  ihr  irery^  same  step? 
And  it  ctier  DobtL^f  Itagiisa  bf  tllsr  meAns  fmt  finr-^ 
iher  blotoMied^iftit  of  ^aeifiMfy.j[)i^bt^  It.  aot  to  be 
HMtCinr  <ff  r^ew^g  4^  tonbw  ail  tspr^sstaii  of  Tal^ 
teyriftfidV  #d  adn9a»  eobdni/>dtM  the  Manefadiiil^ 
i^steb  weBfl  %ie¥i  miD«te»  fiiftter  diaii''  tbose^  hft 

When  Mirafonrid  and  Ji^eoinimmtcaJted  fo  Mar^ 
iMDtti;  jSuitt  tbey  yi^r^^heitem  of  NiipoIeoB^s  aBcEcs^ 
fidnr,  alid  thai  he  wiu  jow^d  with  thete  i»  Cbninm^ 
ti(m,  thflM^  KamefadF  asked  why  he  hmBk  nol  been  smni 
iioifedlcyaiteihd  wMi  the  others  at  Fofmtahibleaffi^ 
«#i  ttevmued  die  ^onventooii  ifhich  he  had  esfered 
itflD,«  actings  for  hnmeif^  The  D«ke  of  Tj^h'^tum 
«X{M$8ttd«t6d  wMrlmn^(Mrtfaedw*dvaiitage  which  mmi 
irtee  from  any  dkiatiion'  oif  th^  part  of  the  prfactpal 
dffieoB9  6#  the  loitiy*  Respeetnig  the  eouticil-at  Fon*> 
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taiiiebkftUy  he  Stated  it  had  been  conrrexeduiMhr  ear^ 
oBBi^lmices  ef  Mich  godd^i  emetgencj^  that  diere  ims 
no  :tbcie  to  summob  any  other  than  those.  Mareschab 
who  ytere  close  at  hand,  lest  Napoleon  had  in  the 
meanwhile  moved  forward  the  army.  The  eommhr. 
sioners  aitreated  Marmont  to  suspend  the  execution 
of  the  aepamte  ecnyention,  and  to  eorae  with  tl»m, 
to  assist  at  the  codsfereMces  to  be  held  at  Fans.  He 
OQBsented,  and  mounted  inta  Mareschal  Ney^s  eaii* 
riage,  leavkig  General  Sonham,  who,  with  all  the 
otlier  generals  of  his  diviaon,  ^wo  excited,  were 
priyy  to  the  conTcntioB,  in  command  of  his  corps 
d'^armee^  whidi  he  gave  orders  should  remahi  stan 
lionary.  / 

.  When  the  Maresehals  acrired  in  Baris^^^tfaey  fooad  ~ 
the  popuhnr  tide  had  set  stvengly  in  Ikvoor  of  die 
Bourbons ;  their  emUems  were  eyery  where  adopts* 
ed  ^  and  the  s&eets  resounded  wkh  Vive  le  BoL    The 
populace  seented  as  enthusiastic  in  th«r  &^our  a» 
they  had  been  indifferent  a  few  days  before.     All  ^ 
faoded  an  unfavourable  termkiation  fop  their  mission, 
a»:ftc  as  stspected  the  proposed  Regency. 

The  naipes  and  characters  of  the.  commissioiieni. 
instOQily  detained  their  introduction  to  the  Emperor^ 
Alfisandec^ who  received  them with.his naturaleour-i 
tesy.  *^  On  the  general  subjeet  o{  their  mission,^  he 
saUU  ^^  he  coidd  not  tteat  but  in  concert  with  his  aL 
licB.""  .  Bii*  he  enlarged  (m  the  sulifect  of  NapoleooB 
pewonaDy.  <<  He  was  my  friend,'' he  aaid  ; '*  I  bred 

VOL.  VIII.  p 

DigitizecLby  VjOOQIC 


226  Lifi^  or 

and  honoured  him.  His  amUliim  forced  me  into  a 
dreadful  war,  in  which  my  capital  was  burnt,  and 
the  greatest  evils  inflicted  on  my  dominions.  But  he 
is  unfortunate,  and  these  wrongs  are  forgotten.  Have 
you  nothing  to  propose  on  his  personal  account  ?  I 
will  be  his  willing  advocate."  The  Mareschals  re- 
plied, that  Napoleon  had  made  no  conditbns  for  him- 
self whatever.  The  Emperor  would  hardly  believe 
diis  until  they  showed  him  their  instructions,  which 
entirely  related  to  public  affiurs.  The  Emperor  then 
asked  if  they  would  hear  a  proposal  from  him.  They 
replied  with  suitable  respect  and  gratitude.  He  then 
mentioned  the  plan,  which  was  afterwards  adopted  ; 
that  Buonaparte  should  retain  the  Imperial  title  over 
a  small  territory,  with  an  ample  revenue,  guards,  and 
other  emblems  of  dignity.  ^^  The  place,^  conti- 
nued the  Emperor  of  Russia,  ^^  may  be  Elba,  or 
some  other  island."  With  this  annunciation  thecom- 
missioners  of  Buonaparte  were  dismissed  for  the 
evening. 

Mareschal  Marmont  had  done  all  in  his  power  to 
stop  the  military  movement  which  he  had  undertaken 
to  execute,  thinking  it  better,  doubtless,  to  move 
hand  in  hand  with  his  brethren,  than  to  act  singly  in 
a  matter  of  such  responsibility ;  but  accident  precipi- 
tated what  he  desired  to  delay.  Napoleon  had  sum- 
moned to  his  presence  Count  Souham,  who  com- 
manded the  division  at  Essonne  in  Marmont's  ab- 
sence.   No  reason  was  given  for  this  command,  nor 
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could  any  thing  be  extracted  from  the  messa^er, 
which  indicated  the  purpose  of  the  order.  Souham 
was  therefore  induced  to  suspect,  that  Napoleon 
had  gained  intelligence  of  the  Convention  of  CHe- 
Tilly.  Under  this  apprehension,  he  called  the  other 
generals  who  were  in  the  secret  to  a  midnight  coun** 
<al,  in  which  it  was  determined  to  execute  the  Con- 
vention instantly  by  passing  over  with  the  troops 
widiin  the  lines  of  the  allies,  without  awaiting  any 
fiurther  orders  from  Mareschal  Marmont.  The  di- 
vision was  put  in  movement  upon  the  5th  of  Aprils 
aboi^t  five  o'clock,  and  marched  for  some  time  with 
much  steadiness,  the  movement  being,  as  they  sup- 
posed, designed  for  a  flank  attack  on  the  position  of 
the  allies ;  but  when  they  perceived  that  their  progress 
was  watched,  without  being  interrupted,  by  a  column 
of  Bavarian  troops,  they  began  to  suspect  the  real 
purpose.  When  this  became  known,  a  kind  of  mutiny 
took  place,  and  some  Polish  lancers  broke  off  from 
the  main  body  and  rode  back  to  Fontainebleau ;  but 
the  instinct  of  discipline  prevailed,  and  the  officers 
were  able  to  faring  the  soldiery  into  their  new  quar- 
ters at  Versailles.  They  were  not,  however,  recon- 
ciled to  the  measure  in  which  they  had  been  made 
partakers,  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  broke  out 
into  an  actual  mutiny,  which  was  not  af^ased  wiA- 
out  considerable  difficulty. 

Meanwhile  the  commissioners  of  Buonaptrte  were 
admitted  to  a  conference  with  the  Allied  Sovereigns 
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j^id  Ministers  in  full  oo\uicil|,  but  whi^b,  it  maj  be 
cpiyectiired^  was  indulged  to  them  more  as  a  tca^o^^ 
that  the  allies  might  treat  with  due  respect  the  rej^^ 
sentatives  of  the  French  army,  than  with  any  |pr» 
pose  on  the  part  of  the  sovereigns  o(  altering  tbe 
plati  to  which  they  bad  pledged  themselves  by  a 
proclamation,  upon  the  faith  of  which  tbousandisi 
had  already  acted.  However,  th^e  qi^estion,  mh^Aer 
to  adof*  the  project^  regency,  or  the  restwation,  of 
the  Bourbons,  as  a  basis  of  agreement,  was  announ- 
ced as  a  subject  of  consideration  to  the  me^tm^ 
The  Mareschals  pleaded  the  cause  of  the  Regency* 
The  Generals  Bournpnyille  and  Dessoljes  were  heiod 
m  reply  to  the  commissioners  from  FontaiDebleau, 
when,  ere  the  debate  had  terminated,  news  arrived  of 
the  march  of  Marmont's  division  to  Versailles.  The 
coi)(Unissio^ers  were  astounded  with  this  unexpected 
intelligence  ;  and  the  Emperor  took  the  opportunity 
to  determine,  that  the  allies  would  not  treat  with 
B^pi^aparte  save  on  the  footing  of  unconditicmal  ab-. 
^ication.  With  this  answer,  mitigated  with  the  offer 
of  s^  independent  principality  for  their  ancient  com^ 
mander,  the  Mareschals  returned  to  FontaineUeau ; 
while  the  Senate  busied  themselves  to  arrange  the< 
jim  of  a  free  constitution,  under  which  the  Bour- 
hqXkB  were  to  be  called  to  the  throne. 

Napoleon,  in  the  retirement  of  Fontainebleau, 
m^^  PH  the  friture  wUh  little  hope  of  advantage 
from  the  mission  ol"  the  Mareschals.     He  ju^^ 
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duit  the  soTemgns,  if  they  listened  to  the  proposal 
of  a  r^ency,  would  exact  the  most  formidaUie  gua- 
rantees against  his  own  interference  with  the  govern- 
ttient ;  and  that  under  his  wife  Maria  Louisa,  who 
had  no  talent  for  public  business,  France  would  pro- 
bably be  managed  by  an  Austrian  committee.  He 
again  thought  of  trying  the  chance  of  war,  and  might 
pit)bably  hate  settled  on  the  purpose  most  congenial 
to  his  nature,  had  not  Colonel  Gourgaud  brought 
him  the  news  that  the  division  of  Marmont  had 
passed  into  the  enemy's  cantonments  on  the  morning 
of  the  Sth  April.  "  The  ungrateful  man  l^  he  said. 
**  But  he  is  more  to  be  pitied  than  I  am."  He  ought 
to  have  been  contented  with  this  reflection,  for  which, 
even  if  ubjust  to  the  Mareschal,  every  one  must 
have  had  sympathy  and  excuse.  But  the  next  day  hb 
published  a  sort  of  appeal  to  the  army  on  the  solem- 
liity  of  a  military  engagement,  as  more  sacred  than 
the  duty  of  a  patriot  to  his  country ;  which  he  might 
more  gracefully  have  abstained  from,  since  all  knew 
already  to  what  height  he  carried  the  sentiments  of - 
Arbitrary  power. 

'When  the  Mareschals  returned,  he  listened  to  the 
riews  erf  the  failure  of  their  negotiation,  as  a  termina- 
tion which  he  had  expected.  But  to  their  surprise, 
recollecting  his  disinterested  behaviour  when  they 
pMed,  he  almost  instantly  demanded  what  provision 
hsld  been  made  for  him  t)ersonally,  and  how  he  was  to 
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be  disposed  of?  They  informed  bim  tbat  it  was  prO' 
posed  he  should  reside  as  an  independent  SoTereign^ 
<<  in  Elba^  or  somewhere  else.^  Napoleon  paused  for 
a  moment.  ^' Somewhere  else  I*"  he  exclaimed.  '^That 
must  be  Corsica.  No,  no^I  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  Corsica. — Elba  ?  Who  knows  anything  of  El- 
ba ?  Seek  out  some  officer  who  is  acquainted  with 
Elba.  Look  out  what  books  or  charts  can  inform  us 
about  Elba.'' 

In  a  moment  he  was  as  deeply  interested  in  the 
position  and  capabilities  of  this  little  islet,  as  if  he 
had  never  been  Emperor  of  France,  nay,  almost 
of  the  world.  But  Buonaparte's  nature  was  ^otisti- 
cal.  He  well  knew  how  little  it  would  become  an 
Emperor  resigning  his  crown  to  be  stipulating  for  his 
fiiture  course  of  life ;  and  had  reason  to  conclude, 
that  by  playing  his  character  with  magnanimity,  he 
might  best  excite  a  corresponding  liberality  in  those 
with  whom  he  treated.  But  when  the  die  was  cast, 
when  his  fate  seemed  fixed,  he  examined  with  mi- 
nuteness what  he  must  afterwards  consider  as  his 
sole  fortune.  To  turn  his  thoughts  from  France  to 
Elba,  was  like  the  elephant,  which  can  transport  ar- 
tillery, applying  his  trunk  to  gather  pins.  But  Na- 
poleon could  do  both  easily,  because  he  regarded 
these  two  objects  not  as  they  differed  from  each  other, 
but  as  they  belonged,  or  did  not  belong,  to  himself. 

After  a  night's  consideration,  the  fallen  Chief  took 
his  resolution,  and  dispatched  Caulaincourt  and  Mac- 
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d<mald  once  more  to  Paris,  to  treat  with  the  aUies 
upon  the  footing  of  an  unconditional  abdication  of  the 
empire^  The  document  was  couched  in  these  words : 
— -^^  The  allied  powers  haying  proclaimed  that  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  is  the  sole  obstacle  to  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  peace  in  Europe,  he  declares  that  he 
renounces  for  himself  and  his  heirs  the  throne  of 
France  and  Italy,  because  there  is  no  personal  sacri- 
fice^  not  even  that  of  life  itself,  which  he  is  not  ready 
to  make  for  the  interests  of  France." 

Notwithstanding  his  having  adopted  this  course, 
Nsqpoleon,  until  the  final  adjustment  of  the  treaty, 
continued  to  nourish  thoughts  of  breaking  it  o£P.  He 
formed  plans  for  carrying  on  the  war  beyond  the 
Loire — ^for  marching  to  join  Augereau — ^for  pene- 
trating into  Italy,  and  uniting  with  Prince  Eugene. 
At  one  time  he  was  very  near  again  summoning  his 
troops  to  arms,  in  consequence  of  a  report  too  hasti- 
ly transmitted  by  a  general  much  attached  to  him, 
(General  Alix,  we  believe,)  stating  that  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria  was  displeased  at  the  extremities 
to  which  they  urged  his  son-in-law,  and  was  resol- 
ved to  support  him.  On  this  report,  which  proved 
afterwards  totally  unfounded.  Napoleon  required  the 
Mareschab  to  give  him  back  his  letter  of  abdication. 
But  the  deed  having  been  formally  executed,  and 
duly  regist^ed  and  delivered,  the  Mareschals  held 
themselves  bound  to  retain  it  in  their  own  hands, 
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and  to  act  upcsx  it  as  the  only  mean  s  of  saving  France 
at  this  dreadfiil  crisis* 

Buonaparte  reviewed  his  Old  Guard  in  the  court- 
yard of  the  castle ;  for  their  numbers  were  so  diminish- 
ed  that  there  was  space  for  them  in  that  narrow  circuit. 
Their  zealous  acclamations  gratified  his  ears  as  much 
as  ever ;  but  when  he  looked  on  their  diminished 
ranks,  his  heart  failed  ;  he  retired  into  the  palace, 
and  summoned  Oudinot  before  him.  **  May  I  de- 
pend on  the  adhesion  of  the  troops  ?*"  he  said. — Ou- 
dinot replied  in  the  negative,  and  reminded. Napo- 
,  leon  that  he  had  abdicated. — *'  Ay,  but  under  con- 
ditions,'' said  Napoleon. — "  Soldiers  do  not  undear- 
stand  conditions,''  said  the  Mareschal ;  ^^  they  look  . 
upon  your  power  as  terminated." — "  Then  on  that 
side  all  is  over,"  said  Napoleon ;  "  let  us  wait  the 
news  from  Paris." 

Macdonald,  Caulaincourt,  and  Ney,  soon  after- 
words arrived  at  Fontainebleau,  with  the  treaty  which 
they  had  concluded  on  the  bases  alreadyannounced  by 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  who  had  taken  the  principal 
share  in  drawing  it  up.  Under  his  sanction,  the  com- 
missioners had  obtained  such  terms  as  never  before 
were  granted  to  a  dethroned  monarch,  and  which  have 
little  chance  to  be  conceded  to  such  a  one  in  future, 
while  the  portentous  consequences  are  preserved  by 
history.  By  these  conditions,  Buonaparte  was  to  re- 
main Emperor,  but  his.  sway  was  to  be  limited  to 
the  island  of  Elba^  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  extent 
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twenty  ki^es,  «nd  oontamitog  ab^ut  twelve  thou- 
sand inhabitants.     He  was  to  be  recognised  as  ohe  df 
the  crowned  beads  of  Europe^ — was  to  be  allowed 
body-guards,  and  a  navy  on  a  scale  suitable  to  the 
limits  of  his  donunions  ;  and,  to  maintain  this  state^ 
a  revenue  of  six  millions  of  francs,  over  and  above 
the  revalues  of  the  Isle  of  Elba,  were  settled  on  him. 
Two  millions  and  a  half  were  also  assigned  in  pen^ 
eions  to  bis  brotlttsn,  Josephine,  and  the  other  mtm-* 
b^s  of  his  family, — a  revenue  more  splem&i  than 
ever  King  of  flngland  had  at  his  parsonal  disposaL  It 
was  well  argued,  that  if  Bounaparte  deserved  sudi 
advantagpeous  terms  of  retirement,  it  was  injustice  to 
dethrone  him.     In  other  points,  the  terms  of  this 
treaty  seemed  as  irreconcilable  with  sound  pirficy 
as  they  are  with  all  former  precedents.     The  name^ 
dignity,  military  authority,  and  absolute  power  of  an 
Emperor,  conferred  on  the  potentate  of  such  l^ilipu- 
lian  domains,  were  ludicrous,  if  it  was  supposed  that 
Napoleon  would  remain  quiet  in  his  retreat,  and  ha^ 
zardous  if  he  should  seek  the  means  of  again  agita- 
ting Europe. 

It  was  no  compliment  to  Buonaparte's  taste  to  in- 
vest him  with  the  poor  shadow  of  his  former  fortune, 
since  for  him  the  most  honourable  retirement  would 
have  been  one  which  united  privacy  with  safety  and 
competence,  not  that  which  maintained  a  vun  parade 
around  him,  as  if  in  mockeiy  of  what  he  had  f(nrmer- 
ly  been.     But  time  fiitally  showed,  what  many  aa- 
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gured  from  the  begimiing,  that  so  soon  as  his  spint 
should  soar  beyond  the  narrow  circle  into  which  it 
had  been  conjured,  the  imperial  title  and  authority, 
the  assistance  of  devoted  body-gninrds  and  experien- 
ced councillors^  foQned  a  stake  .with  which,  however 
small,  the  venturous  gamester  might  again  enter 
upon  the  hazardous  game  of  playing  for  the  king- 
doms he  had  lost.  The  situation  of  Elba,  too,  as  the 
seat  of  his  new  soYcreignty,  so  near  to  Italy,  and  so 
little  removed  from  France,  seemed  calculated  on 
purpose  to  favour  his  resurrection  at  some  ftiture 
period  as  a  political  character. 

The  other  stipulations  of  this  extraordinary  trea- 
ty divided  a  portion  of  revenue  secured  to  Napoleon 
among  the  members  of  his  family.  The  most  rational 
was  that  which  settled  upon  Maria  Louisa  and  her 
son,  the  duchies  of  Parma,  Flacentia,  and  Guastalla, 
in  ftdl  sovereignty.  Except  this,  all  the  other  stipu. 
lations  were  to  be  made  good  at  the  expense  of 
France,  whose  Provisional  Government  were  never 
consulted  upon  the  terms  granted. 

It  was  not  till  the  bad  effects  of  this  singular  trea- 
ty had  been  experienced,  that  men  inquired  why  and 
on  what  principle  it  was  first  conceded*  A  great  per- 
sonage has  been  mentioned  as  its  original  author. 
Possessed  of  many  good  and  highly  honourable  qua- 
lities, and  a  steady  and  most  important  member  of 
the  great  European  confederacy,  it  is  doing  the  me- 
mory of  the  Emperor  Alexander  no  injury  to  sup- 
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pose,  that  he  remembered  his  educaticm  under  his 
French  tator  La  Harpe,  and  was  not  altogether  free 
from  its  effects.     With  these  th^re.  always  mingles 
that  sort  of  showy  sensibility  which  delights  in  mak- 
ing theatrical  scenes  out  of  acts  of  benefio^ice,  and 
enjoying  in  fiill  draughts  the  popular    applause 
which  they  are  calculated  to  excite.     The  conta- 
gious air  of  Paris, — the  dbouts, — the  flattery,— the 
success  to  a  point  hitherto  unhoped  for, — the  wish 
to  drown  unkindness  of  every  sort,  and  to  spread  a 
feast  firom  which  no  one  should  rise  discontented,— 
the  desire,  to  sum  up  all  in  one  wcnrd,  to  show  macu 
NAKiMiTY  in  the  hour  of  success,  seems  to  have  laid 
Alexander's  heart  more  open  than  the  rules  of  wis- 
dom or  of  prudence  ought  to  haye  permitted.     It  is 
generous  to  give,  and  more  generous  to  pardon; 
but  to  bestow  favours  and  forgiveness  at  the  same 
moment,  to  secure  the  future  fortune  of  a  rival  who 
lies  prostrate  at  his  feet,  to  hear  thanks  and  comj^- 
ments  on  every  hand,  and  from  the  mouths  even  of 
the  vanquished,  is  the  most  fascinating  triumph  of . 
a  victorious  sovereign.     It  is  only  the  consequences  " 
which  teach  him  how  thriftless  and  unprofitable  a  pro- 
digality of  beneficence  often  proves,  and  that  in  the 
attempt  so  to  conduct  great  national  measures  that 
they  shall  please  and  satisfy  every  one,  he  must  ne- 
cousarily  encroach  on  the  rules  both  (^  justice  and 
wisdom,  and  may  occasion,  by  a  thoughtless  indul- 
gence of  romantic  sensibility,  new  trains  of  misfor- 
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tune  to  the  whole  eiTilued  woi^  The  *oiher  nctife 
parties  in  the  treaty  were  the  King  of  Prtis^ia,  whb 
had  no  motire  to  scan  with  peculiar  scrutiny  a  trea« 
ty  planned  by  his  ally,  the  Etnperor  Alexander^  toA 
l3ie  Emperor  of  Austria,  who  could  not  in  delidsi^ 
cdbjeot  to  stipulations  in  favour  of  his  son4n4aWb 
-  The  MareschalS)  on  the  other  handf  gkdly  ^eceit< 
red^hat  probably  ihey  never  would  have  stipula^ 
ted.  They  were  awai^e  that  the  army  would  be  w^ 
dliated  with  every  mark  of  respect,  howevet  iti^n^ 
gnious,  which  could  be  paid  to  th^ir  late  Emperor, 
and  perhaps  kiiew  Buonaparte  so  well  uk  to  believe 
that  he  might  be  gratifl^  by  preserving  the  external 
ma^s  of  imperial  honour,  though  upon  so  limited  a 
scale.  There  was  one  power  whose  representative 
fi)regaw  the  evils  which  such  a  treaty  might  occasion, 
and  remonstrated  against  them.  But  the  evil  was 
done,  and  the  particulars  of  the  treaty  adjusted,  be- 
fore Lord  Castlereagh  came  to  Paris,  Finding  thkt 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  had  acted  for  the  best,  in 
.  the  name  of  the  other  allies,  the  English  minister  re- 
frained from  risking  the  peace  which  had  been  made 
in  such  urgent  circumstances,  by  insisting  upon  his 
objections.  He  refused,  however,  on  the  part  of  his 
government,  to  become  a  party  to  the  treaty  fatthei^ 
than  by  acceding  to  it  so  far  as  the  territorial  ar- 
rangements were  concerned ;  but  he  particularly  de- 
ciiaaed  to  aicknowledge,  on  iht  part  of  England,  tfhe 
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tj^e  qS  Swparpr,  wbichb  the  treaty  cmiJencd  cm  Na- 
poleon. 

Yet  whf»  we  have  expressed  with  freedam  all  the 
oJ^Qljuins  tQ  which  the  treaty  of  FontaineUcau  seens 
liiM^  it  vmsl  be  owned,  that  the  allied  soiieretgna 
ibow^  policy  in  obtiEiining  an  accommodation  onal- 
Booe^  any  terms,  rather  than  leBewng  the  war,  bjr 
driving  Napoleon  to  despair,  and  indueiaf  the  Ma- 
saaehftls,  firom  a  sense  ofi  honouc,  again  to^  uaite 
thaaQseWes  wijbh  his  caixse. 

WIma  the  treaty  was  read  over  to  Napokan,  he 
node  a  la^t  appeal  to  his  Mareschals,  invitbg,  them 
tQfdUofir  him  to  the  Loire  or  to  die  Alps,  where  they 
would  avoid  what  he  felt  an  ignofliiiimi»  ccnnposition. 
B«jt  he  was  answered  by  a  genaral  sileDce.  The 
geit^als  whom  he  addressed,,  knew  bat  too  wdl 
that  any  efforts  which  he  could  make,  must  be  ra- 
ther in  the  character  of  a  roving  chieftain,  support- 
ing his  oondc^ieri  by  the  plunder  of  the  country, 
and  that  country  dieir  own,,  than  that  of  a  warlike 
moniurch,  wagii^  war  for  a  specific  purpose,  and^ 
at  the  head  of  a  r^ular  army.  Napoleon  saw  their 
determination  in  their  looks,  and  dismissed  the 
Goimcil,  promising  an  answer  on  an  early  day,  but 
in  the  meantime  declining  to  ratify  the  treaty,  and 
demanding  back  his  abdication  fiom  Caulaincourt ; 
a  request  which  that  minister  again  declined  to  com- 
ply with. 

Misfixrtunes  ware  now  accumubting  so  fast  around 
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NapoleoD,  that  they  seemed  of  force  sufficient  to 
break  the  most  stubborn  spirit. 

Gradually  the  troops  of  the  allies  had  spttsA  as 
fiur  as  the  banks  of  the  Loire.  Fontainebleau  was 
surrounded  by  their  detachments ;  on  every  code  the 
French  officers,  as  well  as  soldiers,  were  leaving  his 
service ;  he  had  no  longer  the  power  of  departing 
from  the  palace  in  safi^. 

Paris,  so  late  the  capital  in  which  his  will  was 
law,  and  where  to  have  uttered  a  word  in  bis  dispa- 
ragement would  have  been  thought  worse  than  Uas- 
pl^my,  was  become  the  scene  of  his  riyal^s  triumph 
and  his  own  disgrace.  The  shouts  which  used  to 
wait  on  the  Emperor,  were  now  welcoming  to  the 
Tuilleries  Monsieur,  the  brother  of  the  restored 
King,  who  came  in  character  of  Lieutenant-general 
of  the  kingdom  ; — ^the  presses,  which  had  so  long  la- 
boured in  disseminating  the  praises  of  the  Emperor, 
were  qow  exerting  all  their  art  and  mdiice  in  expos- 
ing his  real  faults,  and  imputing  to  him  such  as  had 
no  existence.  He  was  in  the  condition  of  the  hunts- 
man who  was  devoured  by  his  own  hounds. 

It  was  yet  more  affecting  to  see  courtiers,  depend- 
ents, and  even  domestics,  who  had  lived  in  bis 
smiles,  dropping  off  under  different  pretexts  to  give 
in  their  adhesion  to  the  Bourbons,  and  provide  -for 
their  own  fortune  in  the  new  world  which  had  com- 
menced at  Paris.     It  is  perhaps  in  such  moments, 

that  human  nature  is  seen  in  its  very  worst  point  of 
I 
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▼iew ;  since  the  basest  and  most  selfish  pdnts  of  the 
character,  which,  in  the  train  of  ordinary  life,  may  ne- 
ver be  awakened  into  existence,  show  themselves,  and 
become  the  ruling  principle,  in  such  revolutions.  Men 
are  then  in  the  condition  of  well-bred  and  decorous 
persons,  transferred  from  an  ordinary  place  of  meet- 
ing to  the  whirlpool  of  a  crowd,  in  which  they  soon 
demean  themselves  with  aQ  the  selfish  desire  of  thdr 
own  safety  or  convenience,  and  all  the  total  disre- 
gard for  that  of  others,  which  the  conscious  halnts 
of  politaiess  have  suppressed  but  not  eradicated. 

Friends  and  retainers  diajpt  from  the  unfortunate 
Napdeon,  like  leaves  firom  the  fading  tree ;  and  those 
whom  shame  or  commiseration  yet  detained  near  his 
person,  waited  but  some  decent  pretexts,  like  a  rising 
breath  of  wind,  to  sweep  them  also  away. 

The  defection  included  all  ranks,  firom  Berthier, 
who  shared  his  bosom  councils,  and  seldom  was  ab- 
sent from  his  side,  to  the  Mameluke,  Rustan,  who 
slept  across  the  door  of  his  apartment,  and  acted  as 
a  body  guard.  It  would  be  absurd  to  criticise  the 
conduct  of  the  poor  Afirican,*  but  the  fact  and  mode 
of  Berthier's  departure  must  not  escape  notice.  He 
asked  permission  to  go  to  Paris  about  some  busi- 
ness, saying  he  would  return  next  day.  ^'  He  will 
not  return,^  said  Napoleon,  calmly,  to  the  Duke  of 


*  The  man  had  to  plead  hii  desire  to  remain  with  his  wife  and 
fiunily,  rather  than  return  to  a  serere  personal  thraldom. 
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Bassano. — *^  Wkat  T  said  die  nnistet,  '^  eaa  these 
be  the  adieus  of  Berthier  ?" — "  I  tell  you,  yes — he 
will  return  no  more/'  The  abdicated  Sovereign  had, 
however,  the  ccnusolation  of  seeing,  that  the  attach- 
ment of  several  faithful  servants  was  only  tried  and 
purified  by  adversity,  as  goM  is  by  fire. 

The  family-connexions,  and  rdi^iyes  of  Napokon, 
as  well  as  his  fi^miliar  friends,  were  sepffiraited  ftom 
him  in  the  general  wreck*  It  will  not  be  forgotten, 
tbIU;  on  the  day  before  the  battle  of  Paris,  several 
members  of  Napoleon^s  administratioii  set  out  witi» 
the  Empress  Maria  Louisa,  to  escape  from  the  ap- 
proaching action.  They  halted  at  IMois,  where  th^ 
were  joined  by  Joseph,  and  other  members  of  die 
Buonaparte  family.  For  sometime  this  reunion  mainu 
tained  the  character  and  language  of  aeouncii  of  Ret-' 
gency,  dispersed  pri^damatious,  and  endeavoured  to 
act>as  a  government.  Tlienews^  the  taking  of  Pafris^ 
and  thfij  subsequent  events,  disposed  Joseph  and  Je» 
Eotne  Buon2q)arte  to  remove  diemsetves^  to  die  pro^ 
vinces  beyond  the  Loire*  BuA  Maria  Louisa  refii-^ 
aed  to  accompany  them,  and  while  the  point  was  yet' 
contested,  Count  Schouwalow,  one  of  the  Austrian 
miai^ers^  arrived  to  take  her  under  his  protection. 
The  ephemeral  Regency  then  broke  ixp,  a»d  fled  in 
dyperent  dicectionis;  the  Brothers  of  Buoni^rte 
taking  the  direction  of  Switzerland,  while  Cardi- 
nal Fesch  and  the  mother  of  Napoleon  retreated  to 
Rome. 
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Miuria  X^oiusa  made  mpxe  than  oHe  effivrt  to  join 
h^r  husband,  but  they  were  discouraged  on  the  part 
of  Napoleon  himaelfy  who,  while  he  continued  to 
ruminate  on  renewing  the  war,  could  not  deore  to 
have  the  enqpress  along  with  him  in  such  an  adven- 
ture. Shortly  afterwards,  the  Emperor  of  Austria 
visited  his  daughter  asd  her  son,  then  at  Rambouil- 
let,  and  gave  her  to  understand  thi^  die  was,  lor 
some  time  at  leasts  to  remain  separate  from  her  hut- 
band,  and  that  her  son  and  she  were  to  return  to  Vi- 
enna idong  with  him.  She  returned,  therefore,  to 
her  father^s  protection. 

It  must  be  also  here  mentioned,  as  an  ei^tracnrdi- 
nary  addition  to  this  tale  of  calamity,  that  Josq>hin6, 
the  former  wife  of  Buonaparte,  did  not  long  survive 
his  downfall  It  seemed  as  if  the  Oln-woman  of 
Jjilartinico  had  spoke  truth ;  for,  at  the  time  when 
Napoleon  parted  from  the  sharer  of  his  early  for- 
tunes, his  grandeur  was  on  the  wane,  and  her  deaA 
took  place  but  a  few  weeks  subsequent  to  his  being  de- 
dethroned  and  exiled.  The  Emperor  of  Russia  had 
visited  this  lady,  and  showed  her  some  attention, 
with  which  Niqpoleon,  for  reasons  we  cannot  conjec- 
ture, was  extr^Qely  diqpleased.  She  was  amply  pro- 
vided for  by  the  treaty  of  Fontainebleau,  but  did  not 
survive  to  reiq^  any  benefit  from  the  provision,  as  she 
shortly  after  sickened  imd  died  at  her  beautiftd  villa 
of  Malmaison.     She  was  buried  on  the  3d  of  June, 
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at  the  village  of  Kuel^  A  vast  number  of  the  lower 
class  attended  the  obsequies  ;  for  she  had  well  deser- 
ved the  title  of  patroness  of  the  poor. 

While  we  endeavour  to  sum  the  mass  of  misfof- 
tunes  with  which  Buonaparte  was  overwhelmed  at 
this  crisis,  it  seems  as  if  Fortune  had  been  dete^-^ 
mined  to  shew  that  she  did  not  intend  to  reverse  the 
lot  of  humanity^  even  in  the  case  of  one  who  bad 
he&i  so  long  her  favourite,  but  that  she  retained  the 
power  of  depressing  the  obscure  soldier,  whom  she 
had  raised  to  be  almost  King   of  Europe,  in  a  de- 
gree as  humiliating  as  his  exaltation  had  been  splen- 
did.    All  tlidt  three  years  before  seemed  inaUei^able 
from  his  person,  was  now  reversed.     The  victor  was 
defeated^  the  mont^ch  was  dethroned,  the  ransomer 
of  prisoners  was  in  captivity,  the  general  was  de- 
serted by  his  soldiers,  the  master  abandoned  by  hk 
domestics,  the  brother  parted  from  his  Isrethren^  the 
husband  severed  from  the  wife,  and  the  father  torn 
from  his  only  child.     To  console  him  for  the  fairest 
and  krgest  empire  that  ambition  ever  lorded  it  over, 
he  had,  with  the  mock  name  of  £»dperor,  a  petty 
isle  to  which  he  was  to  retire,  accompanied  by  the 
pity  of  such  friends  as  dared  express  their  feelings, 
the  nnrepressed  execrations  of  many  of  his  former 
subjects,  who  refused  to  regard  his  present  humilia- 
tion as  an  amefnds  for  what  he  had  made  them  suf- 
fer during  his  power,  and  the  ill-concealed  triumph. 
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of  the  enemies  into  whose  hands  he  had  been  deli^ 
vered. 

A  Roman  would  have  seen,  in  these  accumulated 
disasters^  a  hint  to  direct  his  sword'^s  point  against 
his  breast ;  a  man  of  better  faith  would  have  turn- 
ed his  eye  back  on  his  own  conduct,  and  having 
read,  in  his  misuse  of  prosperity,  the  original  source 
of  those  calamities,  would  have  remained  patient  and 
contrite  under  the  consequences  of  his  ambition.  Na- 
poleon belonged  to  the  Roman  school  of  philosophy ; 
and  it  is  confidently  reported,  especially  by  BiuroA 
Fain,  his  secretary,  though  it  has  not  been  univw- 
sally  believed,  that  he  designed,  at  this  extremi^^ 
to  escape  from  life  by  an  act  of  suicide. 

The  Emperor,  according  to  this  account,'  had 
carried  with  him,  ever  since  the  retreat  fronr  Mos- 
cow, a  packet  contidhing  a  preparation  of  dpium, 
made  up  in  the  same  manner  with  that  used  by 
Condorcet  for  self-destruction.  His  valet-de-cham<- 
bre,  in  the  night  betwixt  the  12th  and  13th  of  April, 
heard  him  arise  and  pour  something  ihto  a  glass  of 
water,  drink,  and  return  to  bed.  In  a  short  time  af- 
terwards,  the  man^s  attention  was  called  by  sobs  and 
stifled  groans — an  alarm  took  place  in  the  chateau 
-Hsome  of  the  principal  persons  were  rouised,  and 
repaired  to  Napoleon's  chamber.  Tvan,  the  6ur»> 
geon  who  had  procured  him  the  poison,  was  also 
summoned. ;  but  hearing  the  Emperor  complain  that 
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the  pperation  of  the  potion  was  not  quick  enough, 
he  was  seized  with  a  panic  terror,  and  fled  from  the 
palace  at  full  gallop.  Napoleon  took  the  remedies 
recommended,  and  a  long  fit  of  stupor  ensued,  with 
profiise  perspiration.  He  awakened  mudi  exhai^t- 
ed,  and  surprised  at  finding  himself  still  alive ;  he 
said  aloud,  after  a  few  moments'  reflection,  *'  Fate 
will  not  have  it  so,^'  and  afterwards  appe»ed  re* . 
conciled  to  undergo  his  destiny,  without  similar  at* 
tanpts  at  personal  violence.  There  is,  as  we  hare 
already  hinted,  a  difference  of  opinion  concerning 
the  cause  of  Napoleon's  illness,  dome  imputing  it 
to  indigestion.  The  fact  of  his  having  been  very 
much  indisposed  is,  however,  indisputable.  A  gene- 
i-al  of  the  highest  distinction  tratisaeted  business  with 
M^^oleon  on  the  moi^mng  of  the  13th  April.  He 
seemed  pale  and  dejected,  as  from  recent  and  ex- 
hausting illi^ess.  His  otfly  dress  was  a  night-gown 
and  slippers,  and  he  dmnk  ttdm  time  te  time  a  quan- 
tity of  tisan,  or  some  such  liquid,  which  was  placed 
beside  him,  saying  he  had  suflered  sevei^ely  during 
the  night,  but  that  his  complaint  had  left  him. 

After  this  crisis,  and  having  ratified  the  treaty 
which  his  Mareschals  had  made  for  hirh.  Napoleon 
speared  more  at  his  ease  than  he  had  been  for  some 
time  before,  and  conversed  frankly  with  his  atten- 
dants upon  the  affairs  of  France. 

He  owned,  that,  after  all,  the  Government  of  the 
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Bourbons  would  best  suit  France,  iw  tending  to  re- 
concile all  parties.  '^  Louis/'  be  sttid,  ^^has  taleiite 
and  means ;  be  is  old  and  infirm ;  he  will  not,  I  tbink, 
eboose  to  give  his  name  to  a  bad  reign.  If  he  i« 
wise,  he  will  occupy  ray  bed>  and  content  himaetf 
with  changing  the  sheets.  But/^  he  continued^  ^^  h^ 
must  treat  the  army  well,  and  take  care  not  to  loclk 
back  on  the  past,  otherwise  bis  rdgn  will  be  of  brief 
endurance." 

He  also  ttentioned  the  inviolaUlity  of  the  sale  of 
the  national  demains,  as  the  woof  upon  whi^  tb^ 
wbdie  web  dqiended ;  ciit  one  thread  of  it,  be  64id» 
iMid  the  whole  will  be  unravelled.  Of  the  ancient  no* 
blesse  and  p^ple  of  fashion,  he  spoke  in  ekntutt^red 
language,  saying  they  were  an  English  cdony  in  tht 
midst  of  France,  who  desired  only  their  own  privi** 
leges,  and  would  act  as  readily  for  as  against  him. 

"  If  I  were  in  Louis's  situation,"  he  said,  "  I 
would  not  keep  up  the  Imperial  Guard.  I  myself 
have  treated  them  too  well  not  to  have  inaured  their 
attachment ;  and  it  wiH  be  his  policy  to  dismif^ 
them,  giving  good  pensbns  to  sudft  officers  and  so}-? 
diei:s  as  choose  to  retine  firom  service,  and  preferment 
in  the  Hue  to  odiisni  who  indine  to  remain.  TUni 
done,  he  should  choose  anotlier  guard  from  the  «> 
my  at  large."' 

After  these  remiiJcable  observaticms,  whtch^  ill 
fact,  contained  an  pmtidpatidn  of  much  that  aftw^ 
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wards  took  place,  Napoleon  looked  around  iqpon  hh 
officers,  and  made  them  the  following  exhortation  ? 
-.^^^*  Gentlemen,  when  I  remain  no  longer  wkh  yon^ 
and  when  yon  have  anoUier  government,  it  will  be-^ 
come  you  to  attach  yourselves  to  it  frankly,  and 
setve  it  as  faithfully  as  you  have  served  me.  I  re« 
quest,  and  even  command  you  to  do  this ;  therefiHre^ 
all  who  desire  leave  to  go  to  Paris  have  my  permis- 
sion to  do  so,  and  those  who  remain  here  will  do  well 
to  send  in  their  adhesion  to  the  government  of  the 
Bourbons.*^  Yet,  while  Napoleon  used  this  manful 
and  becoming  language  to  his  followers,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  change  of  government,  it  is  clear  thai 
there  lurked  in  his  bosom  a  persuasion  that  the 
Bourbons  were  surrounded  with  too  many  difficul- 
tly to  be  aUe  to  surmount  them,  and  that  I>e8tiny 
had  still  in  reserve  for  him  a  distinguished  part. in 
ibe  annals  of  Europe. 

In  a  private-interview  with  Macdonald,  whose  part 
in  the  abdication  we  have  mentioned,  he  expressed 
himself  wtonly  satisfied  with  his  conduct,  regretting 
that  he  had  not  more  early  known  his  valuei  and  pro- 
posed he  should  accept  a  parting  gift.  ^^  It  is  only,"" 
he  s{dd,  anticipating  the  Mareschal^s  objections,  ^^  the 
present  of  a  soldier  to  his  comrade.*"  And  indeed 
it  Was  chosen  with  great  delicacy,  being  a  beautiftd 
Turkish  sabre,  which  Napoleon  had  himself  received 
fipom  Ibrahim  Bey  while  in  Egypt. 
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Napoleon  having  now  i^igned  himself  entirely  td 
his  fab,  whether  for  good  or  eyil,  prepared^  on  the 
20th  Aprils  to  depart  for  his  place  of  retreat.  But 
fibrst  he  had  the  painful  tadc  of  bidding  fare#dl  to 
the  body  in  the  universe  most  attached  to  him,  and 
to  which  he  was  probably  most  attached,-^his  cele- 
brated Imperial  Gkiard.  Such  of  them  as  could  be 
coUeoted  were  drawn  out  before  him  in  reviovW.  Some 
natural  tears  dropped  from  his  eyes,  and  his  features 
had  the  marks  of  strong  emotion  while  reviewing  for 
the  last  time,  as  he  must  then  have  thought  likdy, 
the  companions  of  so  many  victories^  He  advanced  to 
them  on  horseback,  dismounted,  and  took  his  solemn 
leave.  '^  All  Europe,^  he  said,  ^^  had  armed  against 
him ;  France  herself  had  deserted  him,  and  chosen 
another  dynasty.  He  might,^  he  said,  ^*  have  main- , . 
tained  with  his  soldiers  a  civil  war  of  years,  but  it 
would  have  rend^ed  France  unhappy.  Be  faitbfiil,"^ 
he  continued,  (and  the  w^ds  were  remwrkaUe,)  *^  to 
the  new  sovereign  whom  France  has  chosen.  Do  not 
lament  my  fate ;  I  will  always  be  luqppy  while  I  know 
you  are  so.  I  could  have  died— 'nothing  was  easier 
«-4)ut  I  will  always  follow  the  road  of  honour.  I 
win  recc»rd  with  my  pen  the  deeds  we  have  done  to* 
gether.  I  cannot  embrace  you  all,  but  I  emtnrace 
your  general,"-^he  pressed  the  general  to  his  bo- 
som.)— "Brifag  hither  the  eagle,**— (he  embraced 
^e  standard,  and  concluded,)— ^^  Beloved  eaglo) 
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may  the  kisses  I  bestow  oa  you  loi^  resowid  in  the 
hearts  of  the  brave  f.«^Adieu^  my  chiUbreny^^dieu, 
mj  brave  compamom^ — Surround  me  once  more**-* 
Adieut"  Drowned  in  grief,  the  veteran  soldteri 
lizard  the  £»rewcU  of  their  dethroned  leader  ;  dghs 
and  murmurs  broke  from  their  canksy  bm  the  em<H 
tion  burst  out  in  no  threate  or  remonitranoes,  Tbejr 
iqppeared  resigned  to  the  loss  of  their  general,  itod 
to  yields  like  him,  to  necea»ty. 


\ 
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CHAPTER   XI. 

Commissioners  appointed  to  escort  Napoleon — He  leaves  Fort- 
tainebieau  on  ^  20<*  April.^Hi$  interview  with  Augtreau 
ai  Valence, — Expressions  of  popular  dislike  towards  Aa- 
poleon  in  the  South  of  France — Fears  for  his  personal  safe-- 
ty. — His  own  alarm,  agitation,  and  precautions. — He  ar- 
rives at  Frefus — and  embarks  on  board  the  Uhdaimiedy  wM 
the  British  and  Austrian  Commissioners. — Arrives  at  £lbq 
on  4th  May — and  lands  at  Porto  Ferrajo, 

Upon  his  unpleasant  journey,  Napoleon  was  at- 
tended by  Bertrand  and  Drouet,  honourably  faithful 
,to  the  adverse  fortunes  of  the  master  who  had  been 
their  benefactor  when  in  prosperity.  Four  delegates 
from  the  aDied  powers  accompanied  him  to  his  new 
dominions.  Thdr  names  were, — General  Schouwa- 
loflT,  on  the  part  of  Russia;  the  Austrian  General 
KoHer ;  Colonel  Sir  Niel  CampbeD,  as  representing 
Great  Britein  ;  and  the  General  Baron  Tmchsess 
Waldbourg,  as  the  commissioner  of  Prussia.  Napo- 
leon received  the  three  first  Vith  much  personal  civi- 
lity, but  seemed  to  resent  the  presence  of  the  repre- 
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sentative  of  Prussia,  a  country  which  had  been  at  one 
time  the  subject  of  his  scorn,  and  always  of  his  ha- 
tred* It  galled  him  that  she  should  assume  an  im- 
mediate share  in  deciding  upon  his  &te. 

He  received  the  English  commissioner  with  par- 
ticular expressions  of  esteem,  saying  he  desired  to 
pass  to  Elba  in  an'English  vessel,  and  was  pleased 
to  have  the  escort  of  an  English  officer.  ^<  Your  na- 
tion,'^ he  said,  **  has  an  elevated  character,  for  which 
I  have  the  highest  esteem.     I  desired  to  raise  the 

French  people  to  such  a  pitch  of  sentiment,  but ^.'** 

He  stopt,  and  seemed  affected.  He  spoke  with^ 
much  civility  to  the  Austrian  General  Eohler,  but 
expressed  himself  somewhat  bitterly  on  the  subject 
of  Russia.  He  even  hinted  to  the  Austrian,  that 
should  he  not  be  satisfied  with  his  reception  in  Elba^ 
he  might  possibly  choose  to  retire  to  Great  Britain  ; 
and  asked  General  Eohler,  whether  he  thought  he 
would  not  receive  protection  frpm  them.  "  Yes, 
sire,"  replied  the  Austrian,  "  the  more  readily,  that 
your  majesty  has  nqver  made  war  in  that  country." 

Napoleon  proceeded  to  give  a  farewell  audience  to 
the  Duke  of  Bassano,  and  seemed  nettled  when  an 
aide-de-camp,  on  the  part  of  General  Bertrand,  an*- 
UQunced  that  the  hour  fixed  for  departing  was  arriv-^ 
ed.  "  Good,"  he  said.  "  This  is  something  new.— 
Since  when  is  it  that  our  motions  have  been  regulat- 
ed by  the  watch  of  the  Grand  Mareschal  ?  We  will 
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not  depart  till  it  is  oar  pleasure — perhiq[M  we  will  not 
d^Mirt  at  alL"  Thi»»  howeyer,  was  only  a  mo^ien- 
tary  sally  of  impatience^ 

Napoleon  left  Fontainebleau  the  20th  April  iai4y 
at  eleven  o^clock  in  the  morning.  His  retinue  occu- 
pied fourteen  carriages,  and  required  relays  of  thirty 
pairs  of  post-horses.  On  the  journey,  at  least  during 
its  commencement,  he  affected  a  sort  of  puUicity, 
sending  for  the  public  authorities  of  towns,  and  in- 
▼estigating  into  the  state  of  the  place,  as  he  was  wont 
to  do  on  former  occasion^.  The  cries  of  Vive  FEm^ 
pereur  were  frequently  heard,  and  seemed  to  give 
him  fresh  spirits.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mayors 
and  sub-prefects,  whom  he  interrogated  concerning 
the  decay  of  many  of  the  towns,  displeased  him  by 
ascribing^ the  symptoms  of  dilapidation  to  the  war,  or 
the  conscription ;  and  in  several  places  the  people 
wore  the  white  cockade,  and  insulted  his  passi^  with 
shouts  of  Vive  le  Roi- 

In  a  small  barrack,  near  Valence,  Napoleon,  upon 
24th  April,  met  Augereau,  his  old  companion  in  the 
campaigns  of  Italy,  and  in  some  degree  his  tutor  in 
the  art  of  war.  The  Mareschal  had  resented  some 
of  the  reflections  which  occurred  in  the  bulletins^ 
censuring  his  operations  for  the  protection  of  Lyons» 
When,  therefore,  he  issued  a  proclamation  to  his 
army,  (m  the  recent  change,  he  announced  Napoleon 
as  one  who  had  brought  on  his  own  ruin,  and  yet 
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dared  not  die.  An  angry  interview  took  pltLce^  and  the 
following  words  are  said  to  have  been  exchanged  be- 
tween them  : — "  I  have  thy  proclamation ,""  said  Na- 
poleon. *^  Thou  bast  betrayed  me.'' — ^**  Sire,'' rejdied 
the  Mareschal,  *^  it  is  you  who  have  betrayed  Franee 
and  the  army,  by  sacrificing  both  to  a  frantic  spirit  of 
ambition." — *^  Thou  hast  chosen  thyself  a  new  mas- 
ter," said  Napoleon. — **  I  have  no  account  to  render 
to  you  on  that  score,"  r^Ued  the  general. — "  Thou 
hast  no  courage,"  replied  Buonaparte.—**  'Tis  thou 
ha^st  none,^  replied  the  general ;  and  turned  his  back, 
without  any  mark  of  respect,  on  his  late  master.* 

At  Montelimart,  the  exiled  Emperor  h^ird  the 
,last  expressions  of  regard  and  sympathy.  He  wad 
now  approaching  Provence,  a  region  of  which  he 
had  never  possessed  the  affections,  and  was  greet* 
ed  with  execrations  and  cries  of, — "  Perish  the 
Tj^ant" — "  Down  with  the  butcher  of  our  children  !" 
Matters  looked  worse  as  they  advanced.  On  Mon- 
day, 26th  April,  when  Sir  Niel  Campbell,  having  set 
out  before  Napolecm,  arrived  at  Avignon,  the  offi- 
cer upon  guard  anxiously  inqmred  if  the  escort  at- 
tending the  Emperor  was  of  strength  sufficient  to  re- 


*  Itineraire  de  Buonaparte,  p.  35.  Ani^ereau  was  an  old  re- 
publican, and  had  been  ready  to  oppose  Buonaparte  on  the  day  he 
diMolved  the  LegidatiTe  Body.  He  suhmitteA  to.bim  duriiiir  h&s 
reign,  but  was  a  severe  censurer  of  his  excessive  love  of  conquest. — 
See  Vol.  VII.  pp.  492-493. 
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sist  a  popular  distuvbaiice,  which  was  dready  oii 
foot  at  the  news  of  his  arrival.     The  English  com- 
missioner entreated  liim  to  protect  the  passage  of  Na- 
poleon by  every  means  possible.     It  was  agreed  that 
the  fresh  horses  should  be  posted  at  a  different  qntr^ 
ter  of  t^  town  from  that  where  it  was  natural  to  have 
expected  the  change.     Yet  the  mob  discovered  and 
surrounded  them,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  Na- 
poleon was  saved  from  popular  fury.  Similar  dangers 
atitsended  him  elsewhere,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  as- 
sassination, the  Ex-Emperor  of  France  was  obliged 
to  disguise  himself  as  a  postillion,  or  a  domestic,  an- 
xiously  altering  from  time  to  time  the  mode  of  his 
dress  ;  ordering  the  servants  to  smoke  in  his  pre- 
■sence  ;  ind  inviting  the  commissioners,  who  travel- 
led with  him,  to  whistle  or  sing,  that  the  incensed 
people  might  not  be  aware  who  was  in  the  carriage. 
At  Qigon,  the  mob  brought  before  him  his  own  effigy 
dabbled  wkh  blood,  and  stopped  his  carriage  till  they 
displayed  it  b^Mreliis  eyes ;  and,  in  short,  from  Avig- 
non to  La  -Calade,  he  was  grossly  insulted  in  every 
town  and  village,  and,  but  for  the  anxious  interference 
of  the  commissioners,  he  would  probably  have  been 
torn  to  pieces.    The  unkindness  of  the  people  seem- 
to  make  much  impression  on  him.  He  even  shed  tears. 
He  showed  also  more  fear  of  assassination  than  seem- 
ed consistent  with  his  approved  courage  ;  but  it  must 
be  recollected,  that  the  danger  was  of  a  new  and  pe- 
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culiarly  horriUe  description^  and  calculaled  to  appal 
many  to  whom  the  terrors  of  a  field  of  battle  were  fa- 
miliar. The  bravest  soldier  might  shudder  at  a  death 
like  that  of  the  De  Witts.  At  La  Calde  he  was 
equally  nervous,  and  exhibited  great  fear  of  poison. 
When  he  reached  Aix,  precautions  were  ti^en  by 
detachments  of  gens  d'armes^  as  well  as  by  parties  of 
the  allied  troops,  to  ensure  his  persondLsafiety.*  At  a 
chateau  called  Bouillidou,  he  had  an  interview  with 
his  sister  Pauline.  1  he  curiosity  of  the  lady  of  the 
house,  and  two  or  three  females,  made  them  also  find 
their  way  to  his  presence.  They  saw  a  gentleman 
in  an  Austrian  uniform.  *''  Whom  do  you  wish  to  see^ 
ladies  ?" — **  The  Emperor  Napoleon."—**  I  am  Na- 
poleon."— "  You  jest,  sir," .  replied  the  ladies^— 
*'  What !  I  suppose  you  expected  to  see  me  look  more 
mischievous  ?  O  yes — confess  that,  since  fortune  is 
adverse  to  me,  I  must  look  like  a  rascal,  a  miscreant, 
a  brigand.  But  do  you  know.how  all  this  has  happen- . 
ed  ?  Merely  because  I  wished  to  place  France  above 
England. 

At  length  he  arrived  at  Frejus,  the  very  port  that 


*  This,  indeed,  had  been  previously  arranged,  as  troops  in  con- 
siderable numbers  were  posted  for  his  protection  at  Grenoble,  Gap, 
and  Sisteron,  being  the  road  by  which  he  was  expected  to  ha^e  tra- 
velled ;  but,  perhaps  with  a  view  to  try  an  experiment  on  his  po- 
pularity, he  took  the  route  we  have  detailed* 
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received  him^  when,  coining  from  Egypt,  he  was  on 
tbeverge  of  commencing  that  astonishing  career,  now 
about  to  lei^nate,  to  all  earthly  appearance,  at  the 
very  point  from  which  he  had  started.    He  shut  him- 
self up  in  a  solitary  apartment,  which  he  traversed 
with  impatient  and  hasty  steps,  sometimes  pausing  to 
watch  from  the  window  the  arrival  of  the  vessels,  one 
of  which  was  to  transport  him  from  France,  as  it  then 
seemed,  for  ever.     The  French  frigate,  the  Dryade, 
and  a  brig  called  the  Inconstant,  had  come  from  Tou- 
1cm  to  Frejus,  and  lay  ready  to  perform  this  duty. 
But,  rductant  perhaps  to  sail  under  the  Bourbon  flag. 
Napoleon  preferred  embarking  on  board  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  ship  the  Undaunted,  commanded  by 
Captain  Usher.     This  vessel  being  placed  at.  the  di- 
rection of  the  British  commissioner.  Sir  Niel  Camp- 
bell, he  readily  acquiesoedin  Napoleon's  wish  to  have 
his  passage  in  her  to  Elba.  It  was  eleven  at  night  on 
the  28th  ere  he  finally  embarked,  under  a  salute  of 
twenty-one  guns.  "  Adieu,  Csesar,  and  his  fortune,"* 
said  the  Russian  envoy.    The  Austrian  and  British 
commissioners  accompanied  him  on  his  voyage.* 


*  The  Prussian  Commissioner  wrote  an  account  of  their  journey, 
called  Itiueraire  de  Bonaparte,  jusqu^a  son  embarquement  4'Tre- 
ju8,  Paris,  1815.  The  facts  are  amply  confirmed  by  the  accounts 
of  his  fellow- travellers.  Napoleon  always  reckoned  the  pamphlet 
of  (General  Truchsess  Waldbourg,  together  with  the  account  of 
De  Pradt's  Embassy  to  Poland,  as  the  works  calculated  to  do  him 
most  injury. 
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During  the  passage,  Buonaparte  seemed  to  recoTer 
his  spirits,  and  conversed  with  great  frankness  and 
ease  with  Captain  Usher  and  Sir  Ntel  CampbeU. 
The  subject  chiefly  led  to  high-coloured  statements 
of  the  sdiemes  which  he  had  been  cotnpelled  to  leave 
tmexecuted,  with  sevare  strictures  on  his  enemies^ 
and  much  contempt  $>r  their  means  of  oj^sitim), 
The  following  particulars  are  aauising,  and,  so  fkr 
as  we  know,  have  never  appeared : — 

He  was  inquisitive  about  the  discipline  of  the  ves- 
sel, which  he  commended  highly,  but  assured  Cap- 
tain Usher,  that  had  his  power  lasted  for  five  years 
longer,  he  would  have  had  three  hundred  sail  of  the 
line.  Captain  Usher  naturally  asked  how  they  were 
to  be  manned.  Napoleon  replied,  that  he  badresdU 
ved  on  a  naval  (conscription  in  all  the  sea-ports  and 
sea-coast  frontier  of  France,  which  would  man  his 
fleet,  which  was  to  Jbe  ex^t^ised  in  the  Zuyder  Zee, 
imtil  fit  for  going  to  the  open  sea.  The  British  of- 
ficer scarce  suppressed  a  smile  as  he  replied,  that 
the  marine  conscripts  would  make  a  sorry  figure  in  a 
gale  of  wind. 

To  the  Austrian  envoy,  Napoleon^s  constant  sub- 
ject was  the  enlarged  power  of  Russia,  which,  if  she 
could  by  any  means  unite  Poland  into  a  healthfiil 


Perhaps  he  was  s^isible  that  during  this  journey  he  had  behaved 
beneath  the  character  of  a  hero,  or  perhaps  he  disliked  the  publica- 
tion of  details,  which  inferred  his  extreme  unpopularity  in  the 
South  of  France. 
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imd  iiif^ftl  pwt  Pf  b«r  pmy,  wowl,d,  Jie  8tiMf4^ 
prerwl^elm  Ejirope. .  .  . 

Op  g  suhsequei^  occasion^  ^e  EniiMnncn-  fayoiuFed 
l^B  auditors  with  a  new  and  curioas  history  of  t^ 
rancwal  of  the,  wj^r  uritji  ^pgkqd*    Accordiiig  to  tb^ 
edition^  the  Isle  of  Malta  wa^  a  mere  jpr^t^t.  $hc^ 
tly  afler  the  peacp  ^t  Amiens,  he  said,  Mr  K^ 
dingtop^  dien  the  £i^Ue^  Prime  Minister,  proposisd 
to,  him  a  renewal  9f  14r,  Pittas  commercial  tiei^ty  with 
!|E*raiice ;  but  tljat  ^e,  J^^^leqii,  desjro^  tp  ep^u- 
rage  the  intjfpor  industry  of  ^nmceij  had  refused  ta 
^enter  into  «w^  a  ^tre^ty,  excepting  upon  terms  of  re- 
^ciprocity ;  namely,  that  if  France  reived  so  ipfo^ 
^^i|li«ns  of  BngUsh  imjkort,  JjCnj^laiid  was  ^  be  obU« 
j|[ed  to  tji^e  ^n  retiurn,  the  siune  .quimt^  of  Frenqk 
^£{f^uctions.     "^hese  terms  we^edecUn^  by  ^  4-d- 
dington,  on  whi<^  Nitpoleon  declared  ^ere  ahcHifd 
be  no  treaty  at  all,  unless  his  principles  w^re  adopjfc-* 
ed.     ^  Then,*^  replied  Mx  Addington,  as  qpoted  by 
PjttpiM^rte,  '^th^re  n^ust  be  hostilities  ^  for,  unl^ 
J^  p^ple  (rf*  E^glgnd  hfiye.the  adyifflt(|gps  of  f»nw 
.Q^erpe'on  j^  tei^ms  they  are  acqugt(mied^|o^  thqr 
tfftlll  foari^  me  to  deplore  wi^jr,^ — ^And  the  war.  took 
:|4t^;ajC0p^I^ngly»  of  yhich^  h(B  i^g^  ayerxed^  Eng^ 
jAI>4'a  ^twminaliQn  to.  r^covier  Jhea^v^ua^^  of 

{fgia^tbe  i^  cmi«e. 

t''\Nm^^  be  wrtiBlied, ; Wndlpg ,  as  he  vfo^% 
JSfil^A.'}x^imitmefKjils^  hpr  ay** 

VOL,  viix.  % 
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tern.  She  can  pursue  it  without  limits.  There  will 
be  a  treaty  on  very  unequal  terms,  which  will  not 
afford  due  encouri^ement  to  the  manufactures  of 

France.     The  Bourbons  are  poor  devils ^  he 

checked  himself, — **  they  are  Grand  Seigneurs^  con- 
tent to  return  to  their  estates  and  draw  their  rents  ; 
but  if  the  people  of  France  see  that,  and  become 
discontented,  the  Bourbons  will  be  turned  off  in  six 
months.^  He  seemed  again  to  recollect  himself,  like 
one  who  thinks  he  has  spoken  too  much,  and  was  per- 
ceptibly more  reserved  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 

Thb  curious  ebullition  was  concocted  according  to 
Napoleon'^s  peculiar  mann^  of  blending  what  might 
be  true  in  his  narrative,  with  what  was  intended  to 
forward  his  own  purpose,  and  mingling  it  with  so 
much  falsehood  and  delusion,  that  it  resembled  what 
the  English  poet  says  of  the  Catholic  Plot, 

*'*'  Some  truth  there  was,  but  niix'd  and  dashM  with  lies." 

It  is  pobable  that,  after  the  peace  of  Amiens, 
Lord  Sidmouth  might  have  wished  to  renew  the 
commercial  treaty  ;  but  it  is  absolutely  false  that  Na- 
poleon's declining  to  do  so  bad  any  effi^^  upon  the 
renewal  of  hostilities.  His  prophecy  that  his  own 
downifall  would  be  followed  by  the  English  urging 
upon  France  a  disadvantageous  commercial  treaty, 
has  proved  equally  false  ;  and  it  is  lingular  enough 
that  he  who,  on  board  the  Undaunted,  declared  that 
entering  into  such  a  measure  would  be  the  destrue- 
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tim  of  the  Bourbons,  should,  while  &t  St  Helena,  ri- 
dicule and  censure  Lord  Castlereagh  for  not  having 
secured  to  Britain  that  Commercial  supremiiey,  i;he 
granting  of  which  he  had  represented  as  the  pobahle 
cause  of  such  a  result.  Thus  did  his  colouring,  if  not 
his  fS^cts,  change  according  to  the  mood  of  the  mo- 
ment* 

While  on  board  the  Undaunted,  Napoleon  spoke 
with  great  freedom  of  the  facility  with  which  he  had 
outwitted  and  defeated  the  allies  during  the  last 
campaign.  '^  The  Silesian  Army,^  he  said,  ^*  had 
given  him  most  ^uble.  The  old  devil,  Blucher, 
was  no  sooner  defeated  than  he  was  willing  to 
figfit  again.*^  But  he  considered  his  victory  oyer 
Schwartzenberg  as  certain,  save  for  the  defection  of 
Marmont.  Much  more  he  said,  with  great  i^pi^ 
rent  frankness,  and  seemed  desirous  to  make  him<* 
self  in  every  respect  agreeable  to  his  companions  on 
board.  Even  the  seamen,  who  at  first  rq;arded 
him  with  wonder,  mixed  with  suspicion,  did  not  e^ 
cape  the  di^rm  of  his  affiibility,  by  which  they  were 
soon  wcm  over,  all  excepfrngihe  boatpwain  Hinton, 
a  tar  of  the  old  school,  who  could  never  hear  the 
Emperor's  praises  widipi^t  muttering  the  vulgar  but 
expressive  phrase,  *^  ffumbug.'*^ 

*  The  honest  boatswam,  however,  could  understand  and  value 
what  was  solid  in  Napoleon's  merits.  As  he  had  to  xetnm  tjianks, 
in  name  of  the  ship's  company,  for  900  kmis  with  which  the  Em. 
peror  presented  them,  he  wished  *'  his  honour  good  health,  ao4 
Jietter  hiek  the  itiKt  tii)M." 
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Witii  the  htHke'gboA  humour,  Nk^bi^n  litoi« 
Mt^^^t  Je^t  «%ich  'AHght  he  ^MMii,  e¥Mi4At^fe 
ii¥n  ekjiettseL  WU^  dff  CdfAta,  ^6  {il^opbMidM; 
<!Jat>t8hi  Ush^  ^h&fAi  fipe^  ^  t6  hring-fo  frfM^ 
4x%*bo(it)  firom  'whic^  be  hoped  to  btik  '4oitit  UMPtr. 
GilpMh  Vih6T  ^teused  hitoelf,  «)ftykig,  fi^(^  ^  <i(A 
of  hostility  towards  a  neutral  would  denatiofiailKt 
lii^y  indirect  coiitradi<ition  (rf*  N^^teoh's  d^^cftrine 
^eeniinjg  the  rights  «f  liatiom.     T%e  Em]^^imr 

kl^  hy  HstippdsiMfi  w4at  ^ddiiraMe  carioiMm  Irig 
'^Mftige'^iM  'give  i^  to  iti  Lofidon.  Hb's^im^ 
"^oBderftdly  fi^iHftr  #iib  tUitt^i^peeies  irf^saHire^otugb 
1ib*t)ediM*Hy^^4h- 

Tj)0h  tlie^4iJi  Irf  M«y,  swhen  they  4rt¥it«aa«i&fa 
-it^  of  T^rtb  Ferrajo,  Aie  f^ribi^i^l  towu^^lBalil, 
iWfch^IiUs  a  Veiyliii^hiu^iir,  tfa^  fMtid^^ifllMsA 
%  M^e'ti)iifttei^.  "I^he  inh^UtAQto  h«0d  h^  ^ 
^)kititly4b  i(^  ii^tate^  of  iHsun-ei^tioii  tf^in^t  the  FimtO^, 
-^iOi  hiSi  l^*n. quieted '%>  the  governor  and  r<ife 
^«rd6i^'g!^ti^  hiilieir^y^oli  b  the  BduriMn^^ 
vf eihil^^nt.  This^  ^efte:Df  )^gs  dMiyf^Iyii«er«tt»d 
^Ifk^^iiVi^p^efisidtis,  i^Mdi  hiid  ti«¥ei«^it«^efy 
^ittb^a^'^sfMe  &i&^BiigeiFs  ^he  lind^vwent  >i&  \¥t^ 
▼ence.  Even  on  l)oaM'^ifie^'tJn'dautifliA9  ^^^MtM- 
guested  that  a  serjeant  of  marines  might  lBTeep~eacb 
vfofit  on  ihe  mMsId^  of  his:  <*abili»d(kHr,  ia\truAty-ik>- 
"me^c'aTsd  mbunfiiig''guard wifliln.  He iiowiSltbW- 
ed  some  unwillingness,  when  th#y  loiide  the  iahffuif 
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to  the  ship  running  right  under  the  batteries ;  and 
when  he  first  landed  in  the  mornings  it  was  at  an 
early  hour,  and  in  disguise,  having  previously  ob- 
tained from  Captain  Usher,  a  sergeant's  party  of  ma- 
rines to  attend  him. 

Having  returned  on  board  to  breakfast,  after  his 
incognito  visit  to  his  island,  the  Emperor  of  Elba, 
as  he  may  now  Be  Styled,  WBti  .Oh  shore  in  form, 
about  t^o  o'clock,  with  the  commissioners,  receiving, 
at  leaving  the  Undaunted,  a  voyal  salute.  On  tl;i^ 
beach,  he  was  received  by  the  governor,  prefect, 
imd  other  official  persons,  with  such  means  of  honour 
m  they  possessed,  who  conducted  hm  to  the  Hotel- 
de-Ville  in  procession,  preceded  1^  a  wretched  band 
<^.fiddl^«.  The  people  welcomed  him  with  many 
shouts*  The  name  of<Baona^te  had  heeu  impo- 
puiar  among  them  as  Emperor  of  France,  but  they 
Itfiticipated  considerable  advantages  from  his  resid- 
ing among  them  as  their  own  pirti^^lar  sovereign. 
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CHAPTER  Xli. 


^Ibo'^-^apoleofCs  mode  ofKfe  and  occupation  there, — Effect 
produced  by  his  residence  at  EWa  upon  the  adjoining  Kmg^ 
dom  of  Italy, — He  is  visited  by  his  Mother  and  the  Prin- 
cess Pauline — and  by  a  Polish  Lady, — Sir  Niel  CampbeM 
ike  only  Ckmmissioner  left  at  Elba. — Napoleon* s  Ckmoersa- 
tiofis  on  the  S^ate  (^Europe* — His  pecuniasy  Diffiadtie^-^ 
and  fears  of  Assassination — His  impatience  under  these 
causes  of  complaint, — Motley  nature  of  his  Court — He 
withdraws  himself  toithin  CknHrUfOrms  from  intercourse 
i^h  Sir  Niel  CkmipbeU. — Symptoms  of  some  approaching 
crisis, — A  part  of  the  Old  Guard  disbanded^  who  return  to 
Francc-^Napoleon  escapes  from  Elba,— Fruitless  pursuit 
by  Sir  Niel  CampbeH. 

Elba,  to  the  limits  of  which  the  mighty  ^npire 
of  Napoleon  was  now  conti»cted,  is  an  island  oppo^ 
jnte  to  the  coast  of  Tuscany,  about  sixty  miles  in 
circumference.  The  air  is  healthy,  excepting  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  salt  marshes.  The  country  k 
mountainous^  and,  having  all  the  florid  vegetati<m 
o£  Italy,  is^  in  general,  of  a  romantic  character.  It 
produces  little  grain,   but  exports  a  considerable 
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quantity  of  wines  ;  and  its  iron  ore  has  been  famous 
since  the  days  of  Virgil,  who  describes  Elba  as, 

Insida  inexhaustis  chalybum  geneitMa  mecallis. 

There  are  also  other  mineral  productions.  The 
island  boasts  two  good  harbours,  and  is  liberally  pror 
ductive  of  vines,  olives,  fruits  and  maise.  Perhaps, 
if  an  empire  could  be  supposed  to  exist  within  such 
a  brief  space,  Elba  possesses  so  much  both  of  beauty 
and  variety,  as  might  constitute  the  scene  of  a  sum- 
mer-night's dream  of  sovereignty.  Buonaparte  seem- 
ed to  lend  himself  to  the  illusion,  as,  accompanied  by 
Sir  Niel  Campbell,  he  rode  in  his  usual  exploring 
mood,  around  the  shores  of  his  little  state.  Hfi  did 
not  fail  to  visit  the  iron  mines,  and  being  informed 
the  annual  produce  was  500,000  francs,  "  These 
then,"  he  said,  "  are  mine."*'  But  being  reminded 
that  he  had  conferred  that  revenue  on  the  Legion  of 
Honour,  he  exclaimed,  *'  Where  was  my  head  when 
I  gave  such  a  grant !  But  I  have  made  many  fool- 
ish decrees  of  that  sort.*" 

One  or  two  of  the  poorer  class  of  inhabitants  knelt, 
and  even  prostrated  themselves  when  they  met  him. 
He  seemed  disgusted,  and  imputed  this  humiliating 
degree  of  abasement  to  the  wretchedness  of  their  edu- 
cation, under  the  auspices  of  the  monks.  On  these 
excursions  he  showed  the  same  apprehension  of  as^ 
sassination  which  had  marked  his  journey  to  Frejus. 
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Two  couriers,  weU  armed,  rode  be&re  him,  and  ex- 
amined every  sospiciaus  spcft.  Sut  as  Ue  dSmbed  a 
mountain  above  Fenrajo,  and  saw  the  ocean  approach 
its  ftel  in  almost  every  direction,  the  Expression  broke 
Iroln  him,  accompanie'd  with  a  good-liui^our^d  smile, 
"  It  must  be  conifessed  my  isle  is  ven^  fttfle.^' 

JSe  pirofessed,  however^  to  be  pmecfly  resigned 
to  his  fate  ;  often  spoke  of  himself  as  a  man  pbliti- 
iatiy  dead,  and  claimed  credit  ^or  what  fie  said  upon 
piibhc  afiairs,  ^  having  no  remaining  interest  in 
tifiem.  rie  professed  hiis  iiiieiitions  were,  to  devote 
)^iniseii  exclusively  lo  science  and  lileirature.  At 
bt'her  times,  Ifie  said  he  would  live  bi  his  nCtte  island^ 
me\  Justice  of  Peace  in  a  country  town  in  En'gland* 

The  character  of  if^apoleon,  however,  was  little 
Ifnown  to  himself,  if  he  serickisly^thbtign't  that  ^is 
^ei^esjs  Indpowemil  mind  could  be  satis^^ed  with  the 
mVesl^gatibh  of  abstract  truths,  or  amused  by'  me 
f^ttire/of  literary  reiseafcn*  He  compared  his  n^- 
oicati^ii  to  Aat  of  Charles  v.;  for^^ettiiig  that  ^he 
Ausibrian  i&nperor^s  retreat  was  voluntary,  ^i^t' m 
hra  \  iiifti  towarcts  T&&ciAmet\  pursuii's,  ^itid  Aiat 
Mh¥fth  these  toeabs  d^'si)lace,^dha^y  *b^cS^ 
'Sfiib^i&it^  with  hii  retireiaenf.  iftie  ^kr^te^df 
fifiitl^^krtfe  ^s,  oh  the  conVrAry,  iiii^uli^tfly  o^ip^^ 
to  k  siatfe  of  Seclusion.  ^\s  ^fopeiisiries  dbAtJitidi^ 
l;o  be  miify  bJTkfae  katjig  d^criptibn'at  l:!8k,'¥iM 
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thiaige  iitii  ^^stternAlkttaei^lmvfi^^e^^  to 

fmii^n^  extensir^  ^IteraHons^  widioHt  acoof  at^lf^oMI^ 
lEMeiing  tte  tneans  Vy  which t{»g)r.  ^i^  to.l>6  ate^DA- 
j^iifi9i«l ;  t6  wb^k  wiclihi  hi§  p^  ^eviiice  mMAi  A- 
^ratioim as  itii Ifiniti^ peifofftted ;  tdresame,  hish^, 
tipbn  a  6maR  stale,  thtise  dianges  #hteh  he  bad  at- 
«^ptied  iipon  thai  ^irhich  was  most  nui^xiifi^Aaitff ;  tb 
^p^ly  to  Elba  tbie  ^tetti  of  pdfii^y  ^lUbh  h^  iaA 
€S:erchied  so  long  in  Egrope,  was  the  otdy^dA^  ib 
%liitih  he  seems  to  have  fb'uM  aMui^teen^.ai^eiE^ 
cise  for  the  impatient  energies  pf  a  teoafi^,  il^ciUIMft- 
'ei  from  his  early  youth  to  work  updn  ethenB,  hot^pt 
to  "becoihe  lethargic,  Allien^  ahd.dilseG^itenl^d,  ii^liSb 
ft  viras  cSmpelied^foi-  want  of  otWer/excfteiire,  t6  tetfefl 
^iiilrself. 

IKuShg  the  ^ir^ttwo  or  tJrirefe  weeks  o!F  his  rcrsidenc^ 
in  Yhe  Ifilarifl  of  Elba,  Napolebn  had  already  iAMiied 
Itnproreiheirts,  or  alteraticlns  andinnoraiions  irt  least, 
Which,  liad  they  been  to  be  carried  iiito  eieedtfoii 
inm  the  means  whitlh  he  possessed,  Ubtfld  havfe  per- 
1&^  i^ken  b)6 lifetime  to  execute.  li  mfiis  ho^Wiih- 
der,  inJK^,  a^cns^omed  )is  he  lisid^en  16  kj^'ktiib 
^d,  %hA  tb  %t  ob^'^ii,  aind  io  troxiBiafer  fci  iw- 
]^^&%iitk^\JK^  lie  triedftated  ^s  ilhose  whitai  T*- 
came  the  heud  ui  a  grciit  ftupirt;,  that  he  ^lioulij  not 
liave  be^n  able  to  recoHect  that  his  present  operitidns 
l^pdt^  a  petty  islet,  wbere  msgnificeiK-c^was  t&  be 
ifi^Ht^d,  iiit  oflly  by  utility,  but  liy  the  want  of  fundi* 
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In  the  ooune  of  two  or  thiee  days'  tnyelliiig,  with 
the  mme  rapidity  which  chancterised  his  movements 
in  his  frequent  progresses  through  France,  and  show- 
ing  the  same  impatience  of  rest  or  deky,  Ni^deon 
had  visited  every  spot  in  his  little  ishind,  mines, 
woods,  salt-marshes,  harbours,  fortifications,  and 
whatever  was  worthy  of  an  instant^s  consideration,. 
«nd  had  meditated  improvements  and  innovations 
respecting  every  one  of  them.  Till  he  had  done 
this  he  was  impatient  of  rest,  and  having  done  so  he 
lacked  occupation. 

One  of  his  first,  and  perhaps  most  characteristic 
proposals,  was  to  aggrandize  and  extend  his  Lilipu- 
tian  dominions  by  occiqpation  of  an  uninhabited  is- 
land, called  Rianosa,  which  had  been  left  desolate 
on  account  of  the  frequent  descents  of  the  corsairs. 
He  sent  thirty  of  his  guards,  with  ten  of  the  inde- 
pendent company  belonging  to  the  island,  upon  this 
expedition — (what  a  contrast  to  those  which  he  had 
formerly  directed !)  sketched  out  a  plan  of  fortifies^ 
tions,  and  remarked,  with  complacency,  ^^  Europe 
jnll  say  that  I  have  already  made  a  conquest.^ 

In  an  incredibly  short  time  Napoleon  had  also 
planned  sevetal  roads,  had  contrived  means  to  convey 
water  from  the  mountains  to  Porto  Ferrigo,  designed 
two  palaces,  one  for  the  country,  the  other  in  the 
jcity,  a  separate  mansion  for  his  sbter  Pauline,  stables 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  h^ses,  a  lazaretto,  build- 
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ings  for«ccomiDodationt>f  the  tiinny^fbhefy,  and  salt- 
works on  a  new  ctmstraction  at  Porto  Longme.    The 
Emperor  of  £lba  prc^posed,  also,  purchasing  various 
dmnains,  and  had  the  price  estimated ;  for  the  in- 
clination of  the  proprietor  was  not  reckoned  essen- 
tial to  the  transaction.     He  ended  by  estaUishing 
four  places  of  residence  in  the  different  quarters  of 
the  isbnd;  and  as  his  amusement  consisted  in  con- 
stant change  and  alteration^  he  travelled  frcon  one 
to  another  with  the  restlessness  of  a  bird  in  a  cage^ 
which   springs  irom   perch   to   perch^   since   it  is 
prevented  ftom  winging  the  air,  its  natural  element. 
It  seemed  as  if  the  magnitude  of  the  object  was  not 
so  mwik  the  subject  of  his  consideration,  jMroviding  it 
affinrded  immediate  scope  for  emjdoying  bis  constant 
and  ^stimulated  desire  of  activity.     He  was  like  the 
thorough-bred  gamester,  who,  deprived  of  the  means 
of  depositing  large  stakes,  will  rather  play  at  small 
game  than  leave  the  table^ 

Napoleon  placed  his  court  also  upon  an  ambitious 
scale,  having  more  refi^rence  to  what  he  bad  so  long 
been,  than  to  what  he  actually  now  had  been  reduced 
to,  whUe,  at  the  same  time,  the  iumiture  and  intanal 
accommodations  of  the  imperial  palace  were  meaner 
by  &r  than  those  of  an  English  gentleman  of  ordi- 
nary rank.  The  proclamation  of  the  French  go- 
vernor on  resigning  his  authority  to  Napoleon, 
¥fM  well  and  becomingly  expressed;  but  the  spiritual 
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mttidiite  af  ihe  Yicar-general  AirigM,  a  ^efaition  e€ 
Baonaparte^s,  which  was  designed  to  congratulate 
Ae  people  of  Elba  on  becoming  the  subjects  of  IJie 
Giieat  Niqioleon,  was  extremely  ludicrous.  "  Ele* 
rated  to  the  sublime  bononr  of  receiving  the  anoint- 
iA  of  theLiOrd,^  he  described  the  exhaustless  weidlh 
whidi  was  to  flow  in  upon  the  people,  from  4he 
strangers  who  came  to  iook  upon  the  hero.  The  ex- 
hortation sounded  as  if  the  isle  had  become  the  rei^- 
^^ee  of  some  non-descript  animal,  which  was  to  be 
iliown  Ibr  money. 

The  intefrior  of  Napoleonls  househcdd,  thou^  re- 
•jteeed  to  thtfty'tive  persons,  ^fifl  held  the  tittes,  and 
aflected  the  rank,  proper  to  ah  imperial  court,  df 
iA6i^ii  will  be  presently  seen  the  p^ty  sove^^igiii 
ftiade  a  politieal  use.  H^  (fisplayed  a  national  fl^, 
having  a  red  bend  dester  in  a  white  field,  tile  bend 
beuing  three  bees.  To  dignify  tiis  capital,  having 
discovered  that  the  anciei^t  name  (^  Porto  F^nn^^ 
Was  Comopdli,  (i  e.  the  city  of€omd,)  he  comtnand- 
cA  "it  to  be  called  Coismopoli,  or  the  cily  of  all  Ba- 

tlOMS* 

Hb  body-guard,  of  about  7^0  iiilitntry  and  80  ea- 
ffkli^,  seemed -to  occupy  as  much  of 'Napoleoh^s  att^- 
titm^aff  the  ©rand  Ariny  did  formerly.  IFhey  were 
^ddstffiolty  exercised,  especially  in  ^browing  ihbtiaftd 
iHSBSy  ^nd, in  a  sTiort -time,  he  was  obsertted  lobe 
iriaiousiibout  <rt)taiiiing  recrtriis  for  them.  TStis^ni* 


d  by  Google 


KAFOLEQ^  BU^.^APARTE. 

^  didfaajA;  iDaMar,<«liMe  jdl  ib^  iw*14  b«d^99  Agely 
lblM»f:in  arms^  ^lul  mgag«d  io  a  fmfeMito  tMb 
iMUDiy^,  ikiibtlcM,  ibr  ivBloiii  a  {Kacefkl  life  M  flHT 
tdiMUfs,  jMd  flUtide  «th  regmft,  BHd  kogQii  4dxt»iwm. 
:Ak  ^^ly  «i  die  )m(mtk.of  July  iSM,  Hm^Jm 
^^MomAetMeAtgnm  of  &nneiitiation  M  Ii^)^  49 
i»jtto|i  ithe attfqhbfluiftiaod  of  El\m,.^eJte8i^gsio^^ 
[0ii9Bml  ^xikmhem  ef  the  Baonapftrte  t&mily,  ||p4 1^ 
ifovereigntj.  of  Murafe,  occadoned  4i  g^ttwul  P¥i§9t 
^of  Buoiuipnte's'fidenas  jmd  adauMra^  l^^^^fljjr 
Ulw  agitation  ntoreMed,  and.  varkn^  offts  ir^e  i^ 
^-MH^  to^ftrdisseiniRBtu^.B  protpac^  of  Napa^^"^ 
future  return  to^povner.  .  Sundry  parties  of  ri^ittl^ 
Baame- ever  to  JSlba>  &om.  Itady  io  eiilist  in. hi^ 
^»]ld two pd^oAftaaapIoyed  in thkseEince.^ate i«milK 
-^atLc^om,  in  whose  pasaeasioii.ireEe.  found  ^viil-' 
.t0ii  liata,  eontaimng  tfae^naaieg  of  ameBal  huncUa^ 
^p^sons^^iffihig  to'aei^e  P^ppoleonv  'I  heiff^oeiaa  nf 
Ibtment  and  difioMtai|t^]MiB  produeediiadlaiy^jMi 
tmiich^  mcstfi^kaei  by  the  impolitie  ^  w^Atttjof  yEnai^ 
^R6JB{)tj^o6i,  the  dPtil^gbvenuHT^  ef  ITu^eany,  TidbooK^- 
^^fiN4d)lidbed^  their iiuU  i£)vce^e7ety  Ibnn  and.M^p»- 
%ti(m  -fiM«nr^iiy^lM^a«tisod-taidf^  DdoesjaC  Xnar. 
.*caMy,^brobe  tipthe  eiftal^Blancait  of  ttkeJMamebm, 
^itfi*hM^4)eim'4flM^uted  byOiismapaata's  isiater^ 
'^MltH^e^he  T«ftttM^4a'allithfrjaliaiadic^e»dfidB& 
fSa  gtft^KoldM,  <^alilzid^MMfliQ  of ^heUaapoator  idaeh 
%0  Fknt^'hadMa^on. 
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Napoleon's  conduct  towards  the  reft^ees  who 
fomd  their  way  to  Elba,  may  be  judged  from  the 
flawing  sketch.  On  the  11th  of  July,  Colombcmi, 
commandant  of  a  battalion  of  the  4th  regiment  of 
,  the  line  in  Italy,  was  presented  to  the  Emporor  as 
newly  arrived.  *'  Well,  Colomboni,  your  business 
in  Elba?" — "  First,  to  pay  my  duty  to  your  Majes^ ; 
secondly,  to  offer  myself  to  carry  a  musket  among 
your  guards."-—"  That  is  too  low  a  situation,  you 
must  have  something  better,"  said  Niqpoleon ;  and 
instantly  named  him  to  an  appointment  of  1200 
francs  yearly,  though  it  appears  the  Emperor,  himself 
was  then  in  great  distress  for  money. 

About  the  middle  of  summer.  Napoleon  was 
visited  by  his  mother,  and  his  sister  the  PrinQ^ 
Pauline.  At  this  time,  too,  he  seems  to  have  expect- 
ed to  be  rgoined  by  his  wife  Maria  Louisa,  w]io, 
it  was  said,  was  coming  to  take  possession  of  her 
Italian  dominions.  Their  separation,  with  the  inci- 
dents which  lu^pened  before  Paris,  was  the  only  sub- 
ject on  which  he  appeared  to  lose  temper.  Upon  these 
topics  he  used  strong  and  violent  language.  He 
said,  that  interdicting  him  intercourse  with  his  wife 
and  son,  excited  universal  reprobation  at  Vienni^ — 
that  no  such  instance  of  inhumanity  and  inju^ce 
could  be  pointed  out  in  modem  times— 4hat  the  Em- 
pess  was  detained  a  prisoner,  an  orderly  officer  con- 
stantly attending  upon  herf-^finailly»  that  she  ha4 
been  given  to  understand  before  she  left  Orleans, 


d  by  Google 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE.  271 

that  she  was  to  obtain  permission  to  join  him  at  the 
island  of  Elba,  though  it  was  now  denied  her.  It 
was  possible,  he  proceeded,  to  see  a  shade  of  policy, 
though  none  whatever  of  justice,  in  this  separation. 
Austria  had  meant  to  unite  the  child  of  her  sove- 
reign with  the  Emperor  of  France,  but  was  desirous 
of  breaking  off  the  connexion  with  the  Emperor  of 
Elba,  as  it  might  be  apprehended  that  the  respect 
due  to  the  daughter  of  the  House  of  Hapsburg  would, 
had  she  resided  with  her  husband,  have  reflected  too 
much  lustre  on  the  abdicated  sovereign. 

The  Austri&n  commissioner.  General  Kohler,  on 
the  other  hand,  insisted  that  the  separation  took 
place  by  the  Empress  Maria  Louisa's  consent,  and 
even  at  her  request ;  and  hinted  that  Napoleon^s  de- 
sire to  have  her  society  was  dictated  by  other  feel- 
ings than  those  of  domestic  affection.  But  allowing 
that  Napoleon^s  views  in  so  earnestly  desiring  the 
company  of  his  wife  might  be  political,  we  can  see 
neither  justice  nor  reaison  in  refusing  a  request,  which 
would  have  been  granted  to  a  felon  condemned  to 
transportation. 

We  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  disturb  the 
narrative  of  important  events  by  noticing  details 
which  belong  rather  to  romance  ;  but  as  we  are'now 
treating  of  Napoleon  in  his  more  private  character, 
a  mysterious  circumstance  may  be  mentioned.  About 
the'  end  of  August  181 4,  a  lady  arrived  at  the  Isle  of 
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"Eilm,  from  Lef^boTBt  mitb  a  boy  ^iU  .^^4:9^  ^f 
jean  old.  She  was  received  bjr  Nf^ndeon  wi|:l^  g^ 
attentiQii,  bat  at  tbe^tjne  time  with  anturof  ^i|i^  j|^. 
cresy,  and  was  lodged in  a^snall  and  rdyie^red  tilla, 
in  tl^j|^ieBu>teoonier^theislfnd;  ii!op)^|i^p<^, 
after  jf&mmng  tVo  dig^,  sbe  re-embtidD^/oar  1^ 
j>Ies.  Tlie  Elbe^e  natnratfy  concluded  that  j|^  ipiqt 
have  been  the-lEknpreas  Mada  Loinsa  and  ber  son. 
^t  dieindividiialw^is  kpownrj^tbo^enefO'  Niipp|dcp> 
person  to  be  a  Polisb  ladj'froin  Warsaw^  and  tbebcqr 
was  the  oflbpriog  of  anintr^petetwii^  j^r  J>n^  ^n- 
pol^on  t^^Tai.y^mi^  b^wow  •  The  cad$e  '4ther  ap^y 
depart  ?^^  \f^  dd|9af^  t^nirda.  M»^a  f^oiQi^, 
cand  th^/ear  (rfi#M*«g  A^^  C«i*«f  y^ffi&a  t^ff^ 
teiLt  %<»ni|nijut^  :mfmd(mnP^  m]^  fif^ 
ifim  fOBfplafpqd-    ?»,  M,  the  Aiis^api^^  gq  i§fy^ 

<^.Bu<n^|¥ifrte  j  bat  j^e  tnith  xyf  th^e ^tel8^:w<»iW 
Jbe  no.edi^n^j^vt)^ 

;iJ>QUt.thfe  mddk  pif  May,  Baf^^n  ,JB^hl^{)jEi^ 
fiM|ewell.of;igaEg^        to  i^wn  to  Vj^iina.    I^tiM^ 
an  Austrian  genend  of  rank  and  refiufat^  ;  ;ja  jg^ 
ytiyuJfjc^fnd  aniol^^fhpol^UqWjO^Pn^ 

.jg^t^^i^  J!^JJpi^fi}y;^Q.©n  Ae^JEinpftifr -f  *«k- 
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life — regretted  his  poverty,  which  prevented  his  be- 
stowing on  him  some  valuable  token  of  remembrance 
— finally,  folding  the  Austrian  general  in  his  arms, 
he  held  him  there  for  some  time,  repeating  expres* 
sions  of  the  warmest  attachment.  This  sensilnlity 
existed  aQ  upon  one  side  -,  for  an  £iq;lish  gentleman 
who  witnessed  the  scene,  having  asked  Eohler  after- 
wards what  he  was  thinking  of  while  locked  in  the 
Emperor^s  embraces — **  of  Judas  Iscariot,*^  answer- 
ed the  Austrian. 

After  the  departure  of  Baron  Kohler,  Colond  Sir 
Niel  Campbell  was  the  only  one  of  the  four  commis- 
sioners who  continued  to  remain  at  Elba  by  orders  of 
the  British  Cabinet.  It  was  difScult  to  say  what  his 
office  really  was,  or  what  were  his  instructions.  He 
had  neither  power,  title,  nor  means,  to  interfere  with 
Napoleon^s  motions.  The  Emperor  had  been  recog- 
nised by  a  treaty — ^wise  or  foolish,  it  was  too  late  to 
ask — ^as  an  independent  sovereign.  It  was  therefore 
only  as  an  envoy  that  Sir  Niel  Campbell  could  be 
permitted  to  reside  at  his  court ;  and  as  an  envoy  also, 
not  of  the  usual  character,  for  settiing  aflhirs  concern- 
ing the  court  from  which  he  was  cfispatched,  but 
in  a  capacity  not  generally  avowed,  the  office,  namely 
of  observing  the  conduct  of  that  at  which  he  was  sent 
to  reside.  In  feet.  Sir  Niel  Campbell  had  no  direct 
or  ostensible  situation  whatever,  and  of  this  the 
French  minister  of  Elba  soon  took  advantage.  Drou- 
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et,  the  Goyemx  of  Porto,  Fercajo,  made  jsoch  par- 
UcuUr  ii^qiiim  inta  the  diaracter  Aswioed  by  the 
Bri^h  envoy,  wd  the  length  of  hU  stay,  es  obli- 
gal  the  Utter  to  ^ay  tljat  his  orders  were  to  rewaiii 
la  Ifillba  till  the  breaking  up  of  the  Congress^  wUcb 
wa»  WW  settting  Ae  aSQiirs  of  J&urope;  but  if  }m 
oifdmfs  shoidd  direct  him  to  continue  there  after  that 
p^9d,  he  would  ^pply  to  have  hi«  situi^on  placed 
on  mm  recQgpiaed  jpuhUo  footing,  which  he  did  not 
doubt  would  be  respectable. 

Nap^^n  did  net  oppose  or  murmur  at  the  con- 
tinued, though  ^uivocal»  residence  of  Sir  Niel 
CiuapbeU  at  Elba;  he  affected,  on  the  pontraiy,  to 
be  ple«»ed  with  it.  For  a  conidderable  time  he 
i^ven  seemed  to  seek  the  society  of  the  Rritish  en- 
voyp  hekl  frequent  intercourse  with  him,  and  oon- 
ve^rsed  with  apparent  confidence  upon  puUic  affairs. 
The  notciB  of  such  conversations  are  now  bef(»e  us ; 
a^d  though  it  is,  ou  the  one  hand,  evident  that  Na- 
ppleen'«  eapressioas  were  arranged,  generally  speak- 
ipg,  on  a  premeditated  plan,  yet,  on  the  other,  it  is 
erqpiaJUy  certain,  that  his  ardent  temperament,  when 
nqee  engiiged  in  discourse^  led  him  to  discover  more 
of  bia  own  private  thoughts  than  he  would  on  cool 
ireflection  have  suffered  to  escape  him. 

Op  the  16th  Sept^nber  1814,  for  eican^,.  Sir 
Niel  Campbell  had  an  audience  of  three  hours,  du- 
ring which.  Napoleon,  with  bis  habitual  impatienoe 
pf  ^  sedentary  posture,  walked  from  one  end  of  the 
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toiHa  tp  the  elber,  mid  talked  imensmAy.  He  wm 
httippy^  he  siod,  that  Sfar  Nid  rf(9i«lied  in  EUbl^ 
^ottf  fompre  la  chimeref  (to  destroy^  UMiely,  Uie 
idem  that  he,  Biionaj^rte,  had  fiur^r  intentbB  of 
dUturbiQg  the  peace  of  Vlmayge.)  '<  I  thmk,''  he 
ocmtinued,  <^  of  HoduBg^beyand  the  retge  of  my  Ibtle 
isles.  I  eould  hare  atq>poned  the  wmt  fyt  twwty 
years,  if  I  had choeea.  I  am  tx>w  adeceaoedpevsoit, 
043cu{ned  with  nothing  but  my  fan^y,  my  i^etreatv  my 
house,  my  covb,  and  my  ponltey*^  He  theti  qpoke 
in  die  highest  terms  of  the  En^isb  charaet^,  pro- 
testing tt  had  dways  )md  his.sitioere  admimtioB^ 
potwitbstimcfilig  the  abuse  Erected  against  H  in  his 
name.  He  requested  the  Brittth  myoy  to  lose  no 
time  in  procuring  him  ail  Eni^sb  Chra8»n«r#— It  is 
a  pity  Mr.  Hint<m,  ^e  boatsw^n,  was  not  plesent, 
to  have  aocon^nied  this  eulogy  with  his  favourite 
ejaculation. 

In  the  rest  of  the  conversation  the  Elbese  En^pe- 
ror  was  jnr<^bly  more  seriou$  He  inqinred  with 
^igeiniess  after  the  resd  state  of  France.  Sir  Niel 
Campbell  informed  him  that  all  the  information  he 
had  been  able  to  ec^ect,  ascribed  ^eat  wisdom  and 
Ulceration  to  the  sovereign  and  government ;  but 
^dwed  that  those  who  had  lost  good  af^intmen^, 
the  prisoners  of  war  who  had  r^un!ied  from  abroad, 
aond  grait  piirt  of  the  arn^  who  remuned  embodied, 
werestiUattadsedtoNapoleon.  Inansw^^Buo^parte 
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seemod  to  admit  the  stability  of  the  throne,  support- 
ed as  it  was  by  the  Marescfaals  and  gveat  officeiv  } 
but  he  derided  the  idea  of  affording  France  the  be- 
nefit of  a  free  constituticm.  He  said,  the  attempt  to 
imitate  that  of  Great  Britain  was  a  farce,  a  caricature. 
It  was  impo8«ible,  he  observed)  to  imiute  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament,  for  that  respectable  families 
like  those  composing  the  aristocracy  of  England,  did 
npt  now  exist  in  France.  He  talked  with  bitterness  of 
the  cession  of  Belgium,  and  of  France  bdng  deprived 
of  Antwerp.  He  himself  spoke,  he  observed,  as  a 
spectator,  without  hopes  or  interest,  for  he  had  none ; 
but  thus  to  have  mortified  the  French  showed  an 
ignorance  of  the  national  character.  Their  chief 
feeling  was  for  pride  and  glory,  and  the  allies  need 
not  look  forward  to  a  state  of  satisfaction  and  Irau- 
quillity  under  such  circumstances  as  France  was 
now  placed  in.  "  The  French,'"  he  said,  "  were  con- 
quered only  by  a  great  superiority  of  number,  there, 
fore  were  not  humiliated ;  and  the  population  had  not 
suffered  to  the  extent  alleged,  for  he  had  always 
spared  their  lives,  and  exposed  those  of  Italians,  Ger- 
mans, and  other  foreigners.^  He  remarked  that  the 
gratitude  of  Louii^  XVIII.  to  Great  Britain  was  of- 
iTensive  to  France,  and  that  he  was  called  in  derision 
the  King  of  England's  Viceroy. 

In  the  latter  months  of  1814,  Sir  Niel  Campbell 
begax)  to  become  sensible  that  Napoleon  desired  to 
pcludc  him  from  his  presence  as  much  as  he  possibly 
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oould,  Without  positive  rudeness;  He  rather  sitdden^ 
ly  entrenched  himself  #ithin  all  the  forms  of  an  im^ 
perial  court ;  and  without  affording  the  British  envoy 
liny  absolute  cause  of  complaint,  or  even  any  title  to 
require  explanation,  he  contrived,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure to  debar  him  froni  opportunities  of  conversa- 
tion. His  only  opportunity  of  obtaining  access  to 
Napoleon^  was  on  his  return  from  short  absences  to 
Leghorn  and  Florence,  when  his  attendance  on  the 
levee  was  matter  of  etiquette. 
.  On  suc^i  occasions,'  the  tenor  of  Napoleon^s  prophe- 
cies was  minatory  of  the  peace  of  Europe.  He  spoke 
perpetually  of  the  humiliation  inflicted  upon  France, 
by  taking  from  her  Belgium  and  his  favourite  object 
Antwerp.  On  the  30th  of  October,  while  enlarging 
on  these  topics^  he  described  the  irritable  feelings  of 
the  nation^  saying,  every  man  in  France  considered 
the  Rhine  to  be  their  natural  boundary,  and  nothing 
could  alter  this  opinion.  There  was  no  want,  he  said, 
of  a  population  in  France,  martial  beyond  any  other 
nation,  by  natural  disposition,  by  the  consequoices 
of  the  Revolution,  and  by  the  idea  of  glory.  Louis 
XIV.,  according  to  his  account,  notwithstanding  all 
the  misfortunes  he  had  brought  upon  the  nation, 
was  stiU  beloved  on  account  of  the  eclat  of  his  vic- 
tories, and  the  magnificence  of  his  court.  The  bat- 
tle of  Rosbach  had  brought  about  the  Revolution. 
T^uis  XVIII.  totally  mistook  the  character  of  the 
French  in  supposing,  that  eidier  by  argument,  or  by 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


378  I.IWK  OF 

reasoniiig,  or  tndulgftg  them  irith  a  free  oonstituiiMi, 
he  could  induce  them  to  auk  into  a  state  of  peace- 
fid  induBtry.  HetnsistedthattheDukeof  WeUing. 
ton'^s  presence  at  Paris  was  an  insult  on  the  French 
nation ;  thi^  very  strong  fiscord  pcerailediH  the  coun- 
try, and  that  the  King  had  hot  ftir  ftiettds,  eith^ 
in  the  army  or  among  the  people.  Perhaps  the  King 
might  try  to  get  rid  of  a  part  of  the  army  by  sending 
them  to  Saint  Domingo,  but  that,  he  observed, 
would  be  soon  seen  through ;  he  himself  had  made 
a  meUpichofy  trial,  with  the  loss  of  3(M)00  men, 
which  had  proved  the  inutility  of  such  eiqiediticms* 

He  then  checked  himself,  and  endearoured  to 
sh0w  thilt  he  had  Jio  personal  feeling  or  expectation 
from  the  revolutions  he  f<»retotd.  *<  I  iim  a  deceased 
man^^  he  saidj;  ^'  I  was  bom  a  soldier ;  I  have 
monnted  a  throne ;  I  have  descended  from  it ;  I  am 
pv^pared  finr  any  &te.  Th^  may  transport  me  to 
a  distant  shore,  or  they  may  put  me  to  death  here ; 
I  will  spread  my  bosom  open  to  the  poniard.  When 
merely  General  Buonaparte,  I  had  property  of  my 
owa  acquiring — I  am  now  deprived  of  all.*" 

On  another  occasion,  he  described  the  ferment  in 
France,  which  he  said  be  had  learned  iit>m  the  corre- 
spondence of  his  guards  with  their  native  ccuntcy,  9od 
so  far  forgot  the  diaracter  of  a  d^nct  person,  aa  to 
say  i^ynly,  that  the  present  dis^Ssction  would  break 
out  with  all  the  fury  oi  the  fenner  revolution,  and 
require  bis  own  resurrectumt  '^  For  then^'^  he  added. 
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^*  ^  sortreigriB  of  Eur^  iriB  floo^  Ikid  it  heees- 
gary,  fiff  ttieir  own  refiose,  ta  caH  oit  ii£  to  tnm« 
qtiillke  liMitterB."^ 

Tins  specie^  of  dotiVersattott  w8»  pdtiiaps  the  best 
which  codM  have  beeii  acbpted,  to  cdneeal  biscidcret 
purpose  fh)m  the  Btfiish  coninlisaoiier.  Sit"  Niel 
Campbell^  thoc^  not  without  entertaiiiiiig  siispi- 
dons,  judged  it^*  upon  the  whole^  unlikely  that  he 
me£tated  anytfaing  eccentric,  unless  a  tempting 
opening  should  present  itsdf  on  the  part  of  Fhmce 
or  Itaty. 

*  Napcdeon  held  the  same  species  of  language  to 
others  as  well  as  the  British  resident.  He  was  affii<^ 
ble,  and  even  cordial  (in  app^arance^)  to  the  mokte^ 
erotis  strangers  whom  curiofltyled  to  rish  him ;  spdte 
of  his  retiremetyt  as  Diodesian  mi^  hare  dote  hi 
the  gardens  of  Sldonica ;  seemed  to  consider  Ms  po- 
liti6d  career  as  ended,  and  to  be  now  chiefly  attdoos 
to  explain  such  passages  of  his  fife  as  met  the  hfttA 
construction  of  the  world.  In  giting  free  Md  ea^ 
answers  to  those  who  conrersedf  #ith  him,  atiJ  eisp^ 
dally  to  Engfishmto  of  rani,  Btioitajiarte  found » 
ready  means  of  communicatmg  to  the  ptilAc  sueh 
explanations  concerning  Ids  past  fife,  as  were  befift 
calcolated  to  serre  his  wishes.  In  these  he  palKited, 
instead  of  denying,  the  schemie  of  poisoning  Ms  pti- 
^ners  in  Syriar,  J;he  massacre  at  Jaffa,  the  mutdlet 
of  the  Dulce  D'^Etf^ien,  and  othcf  enormttieis.     Aii 


d  by  Google 


880    .  UFfi  OF 

emperor,  a  oonquermr,,  retired  firom  war^  and  se^es- 
tered  horn  power,  must  be  favourably  listened  to  by 
those  who  have  the  romantic  pleasure  of  hearing  him 
plead  his  own^uuise.  Milder  editions  of  his  measures 
began  to  be  circulated  in  Europe,  and^  in  the  curio- 
sity to  see  and  admire  the  captive  sovereign,  men 
forgot  the  ravages  which  he  had  committed  while  at 
liberty* 

As  the  winter  approached,  a  change  was  discer- 
nible in  Napoleon'^s  manners  and  habits.  The  al- 
terations which  he  had  planned  in  the  island  no 
longer  gave  him  the  same  interest ;  he  renounced, 
ftom  time  to  time,  the  severe  exercise  in  which  he 
had  at  first  indulged,  used  a  carriage  rather  th^  his 
horse,  and  sunk  occasionally  into  fits  of  deep  con- 
templation, minted  with  gloomy  anxiety. 
.  He  became,  also,  subjected  to  uneasiness,  to 
which  he  had  hitherto  been  a  stranger,  being  that 
arising  from  pecuniary  inconveniemies.  He  had 
plunged  into  expenses  with  imprudent  eagerness, 
and  without  wdghing  the  amount  of  his  resources 
against  the  cost  of  the  proposed  alterations.  The 
ready  money  which  he  brought  from  France  seems 
to  have  been  soon  exhausted,  and  to  raise  supplies, 
he  commanded  the  inhabitants  of  his  island  to  pay 
up,  in  the  month  of  June,  the  contributions  of  the 
last  year.  This  produced  petitions,  personal  solici- 
tations, and  discontent.  It  was  represented  to  him, 
that  so  poor  were  the  inhabitants  of  the  island,  in 
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GOQsequeBoe  of  want  of  ukt  fW  tbeir  wine  for 
months  past,  that  they  would  be  driven  to  the  mo^t 
extieme  straits  if  the  requisition  should  be  persisted 
in.  In  some  of  the  Tillages,  the  tax-gatherers  of  the 
Emperor  were  resisted  and  insulted.  Napoleon,  an 
his  side,  sent  part  of  his  troops  to  quarter  upon  th^ 
insurgent  peasantry,  and  to  be  suj^rted  by  them 
at  free  cost,  till  the  contributions  should  be  paid 
up. 

Thus,  we  recognise  in  his  goTernroent  of  this 
miniature  state,  the  same  wisdom,  and  the  s^ne 
ernnrs,  by  which  Buonaparte  won  and  lost  the  em- 
pire of  the  world.  The  plans  of  improvements  and 
internal  ameliorations  which  he  formed,  were  pro- 
baUy  very  good  in  themsdves,  but  he  proceeded  to 
the  executiim  of  that  which  he  had  resolved  with 
too  mueb  and  too  reckless  predpitation ;  too  much 
of  a  determination  to  work  lus  own  pleasure,  and 
too  little  concern  for  the  feelings  of  others. 

The  compositions  proving  a  weak  resource,  as 
t)^y  were  scarce  to  be  extracted  from  the  miserable 
islanders.  Napoleon  had  recourse  to  others,  which 
must  have  been  peculiarly  galling  to  a  man  <^  his 
haughty  spirit.  But  as  his  revenue,  so  far  as  tangible, 
did  not  exceed  300,000  francs,  and  his  expenditure 
amounted  to  at  least  a  million,  he  was  corapdled  to 
lower  the  allowances  of  most  of  his  retinue;  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  the  miners  to  one-fourth ;  to  raise  money 
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bj  tbe  8«le  ef  the  prevkimis  kid  «^  for  th^  ganfaoofl; 
nay,  eren  by  s^ing  a  train  of  hnm  ar^kry"  to  the 
Duke  of  Tuscany.  He  diipofi^ako,  of  aonepro- 
perty,  a  1^^  kouse  irhich  had  been  used  as  a  bar^ 
rack,  and  be  went  the  length  of  mefitadng  tbe  sale 
of  the  Town-Hoase  nit  Porto  Femgb. 

We  have  said,  that  Napdeon^s  impatience  toexe^ 
cote  wfaatsoerer  pUms  oceoned  to  his  fertile  imagi-^ 
nation,  was  the  original  cause  of  these  pecuniary 
^Bstresses.  Bat  they  are  not  less  to  be  im^ted  to 
the  ui^nr  and  unworthy  conduct  of  the  Fien^  mi- 
mstry.  The  French  administration  were,  of  aS 
oliiers,  most  intimately  bound  in  conscience,  honour, 
and  policy,  to  see  the  treaty  of  Fontainebkau,  as 
fbrming  the  footstool  by  which  Louis  XV IIL  moont- 
ed  his  restored  throne,  dkfinctly  observed  towards 
Napokon.  The  sixth  artick  of  that  treaty  po- 
vHes  an  amiutty,  or  rerenue  of  two  millKms  five 
hundred  thousand  francs,  to  be  registered  on  the 
Great  Book  of  France,  and  paod  without  abatement 
or  deduction  to  Napoleon  Boonapfurte.  This  an- 
nual provision  was  stipulated  by  the  Mareschals, 
Macdonald  and  Ney,  as  the  price  of  Kapokon'^s  re- 
signation, and  the  French  ministers  could  not  re-, 
fuse  a  declaration  of  payment  without  gross  injustice 
to  Buonaparte,  and  at  the  same  time  a  Berere  insult , 
to  the  aUied  powers.  Neverthdess,  &t  from  Ais 
pension  being  paid  with  regularity,  we  ]bave  seen  no 
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0md0iMt^ki0t  Hifol^M^er  feeehred  «  single  rentit- 
ianee  to  aoocmnt  of  it.  The  Btkieb  resident  observing 
hoir  fflndi  the  Ex-Bnpever  wm  haraseed  by  pec^^ 
isktry  flCrttitS)  gvre  H,  not  once  but  repeatedly:,  as 
kk  opinion^  ^<  dtat,  tf  these  diftoultiee  pressed  vpen 
Mm  miM%  longer,  so  ae  to  present  linn  fipom  oon- 
tiMni^  d»4Hft6nud  shoirof  aoeun,  be  waapailbei^ 
fy  capidbfe  of  crossing  Of  er  to  Fioalmo  irittb  Us 
troops,  or  eommittii^  any  odier  extvaraganeei*^ 
This  ir«g  Sir  Niel  CamidMPs  opinicm  on  81st  Oe- 
tobcr  1814,  and  L^  Castfereagh  made  stRN^  re* 
aoostmaioes  on  die  subject,  aUfaongb  Great  Britain 
was  the  only  power  among  die  allsee,  who,  being  no 
prinoipal  party  to  tfaetrea^  of  FontaineWeau,  might 
•s&ly  have  left  it  to  tfaoKr  frtstes  who  were.  The 
Frendi  w^e  net  ashamed  to  defend  their  conduct 
on  the  technical  obgectkm,  that  the  pension  was  not 
due  until  the  year  was  elapsed ;  a  defence  which  we 
must  consider  as  evasive,  since  such  a  pension  is  of 
an  alimentary  nature,  the  termly  payments  of  which 
ought  to  be  paid  in  advance.  The  sul^ect  was 
mentioned  again  and  again  by  Sir  Niel  Campbell, 
but  it  does  not  appear  Ihat  the  French  admimstra* 
tion  desisted  from  a  course,  which,  whether  arising 
from  a  iqiirit  of  mean  revenge,  or  from  avarice,  or 
from  being  themselves  embarrassed,  was  at  once  dis- 
honourable and  impolitic. 

Oth^  apprchefisidns  imitated  Buonaporte^s  mind. 
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He  fttsted  the  Algerine  grates,  and  reqttested  the 
interference  of  England  in  his  behalf.  He  bebeved, 
or  affected  to  believe^  that  Bralart,  the  Goremor  of 
Corsica,  who  had  been  a  captain  of  ChouaDs,  the 
^ead  of  Georges,  Pich^pm,  &c.  wa6  sent  tbidier  by 
Louis  XVIIIth's  adininistratioB,  (dt  the  ptorpose  of 
having  hire  assassinated,  and  that  fitdog  agenfs 
vere  dispatdied  from  Corsica  to  Elba  for  that  pur^ 
pose.*  Above  all,  he  pretended  to  be  infenned  of  a 
cbugn  to  cUspense  with  the  treaty  of  FontaimUeau, 
and  to  remove  him  firoAi  his  place  of  refoge,  to  be 
iaqparisensd  lit  St  Hd^na,  or  St  Lode.  It  is  not  im- 
posrible  that  these  fears  were  not  ^together  feign- 
ed ;  for  tlun^  there  is  not  an  iota  of  evidence  teid«* 
ing  to  riiow  that  Aere  was  teason  for  believing  the 
allies  entertained  such  an  unworthy  thdugjit,  yet  the 
repovt  was  spread  very  generally  throi^h  France^ 


*  Buonaparte  had  particular  reason  to  dread  Brulart.  This 
Chiman  chief  had  haen  one  of  the  numhers  irho  hiid  down  their 
arms  on  Napoleon  assuming  the  Consulate,  and  who  had  been 
permitted  to  reside  at  Paris.  A  friend  of  Brulart,  still  more  ob- 
noxious than  himself,  was  desirous  of  being  permitted  to  return 
from  England,  to  which  he  had  emigrated.  He  appHtd  to  Nap(v 
leon  through  Brulart,  who  was  directed  by  the  Emperor  to  encoa- 
mge  his  friend  to  come  over.  Immediately  on  his  landing  in 
Franee,  he  was  icflsed  and  executed.  I^vlart  fled  to  England  in 
grief  and  rage,  at  being  made  the  means  of  decoying  hit  friend  to 
death.  In  the  height  of  his  resentment  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Na- 
poleon, threatening  him  with  death  by  his  hand.  The  recollection 
of  this  meitace  alarmed  Buonapartci,  when  he  found  Brbkrt  so 
near  him  as  Corsica. 
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Italy,  and  the  Mediterranean,  and  was  encouraged, 
doubdess,  by  those  who  desired  once  mott  to  place 
Boonaparte  in  action.  He  certainly  expressed  great 
anxiety  on  the  subject,  sometimes  deelaring  he  would 
defend  his  batteries  to  the  last ;  sometimes  afl^cting 
to  believe  that  be  was  to  be  sent  to  reside  in  Eng- 
land, a  prospect  which  he  preten(kd  not  to  c&Uke 
personally,  while  he  held  out  sufficient  reasons  to 
preyent  the  course  from  being  adopted.  '^  He  con- 
cluded,^ he  said,  **  he  should  have  personal  liberty, 
and  the  means  of  rempying  prejudices  entertained 
against  his  character,  which  had  not  yet  been  fully 
cleared  up  f  but  ended  with  the  insinuation,  that,  l^ 
residing  in  England,  he  would  have  easier  commu* 
nication  with  France,  where  there  were  four  of  his 
party  to  every  single  Bourbonist.  And  when  he  had 
exhausted  these  topics,^  he  returned  to  the  complaints 
of  the  hardship  and  cruelty  of  depriving  him  of  the 
society  of  his  wife  and  child. 

While  Buonaparte,  chafed  by  poverty,  and  these 
other  subjects  of  complunt,  tonnented  too  by  the 
restlessness  of  a  mind  impatient  of  restraint,  gave 
vent  to  expressions  which  excited  suspicion,  and 
ought  to  have  recommended  precaution,  his  court 
began  to  assume  a  very  sii^lar  appearance,  quitd 
the  opposite  of  that  usually  exhibited  in  the  ooqrts  of 
petty  sovereigns  upon  the  continent.  In  the  latter 
there  is  an  air  of  antiquated  gravity,  whilrh  pervades 
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tbe  wIm^  estsMifliuneiiit  and  end^vours  to  si^ly 
ibeiTMitiyf  $plettdout»  and  of  md  power.  Tbeb^ftry 
•ppartttts  deeigned  for  ftl»  govfuottmeiift  of  mi  iiide* 
{HsndeBi  sdOe,  is  iqpj^icd  to  ihe  numagemeiit  of  a  fyr* 
imie  iiot  equal  to  that  of  many  pdToto  gontleDleki 
wbcde  course  of  busiaess  goes  slowly  and  cumtoous- 
lyon,  aud  so  that  appearaoees  are  mstiitaiBed  in  ibo 
old  stylo  of  formal  grandeur,  the  sovereigii  and  faia 
counsellors  dream  neither  of  expedilton»  oonqnest^ 
or  my  other  poUtaeal  object. 

Tbe  Co«irt  of  P<Nrto  Fern^  was  the  tt^r&ne  of  all 
this.  Indeed,  tbe  wbfde  place  was,  in  one  sense^de^ 
serring  of  tbe  name  of  CosmopoU,  whicb  NaiKdeon 
wished  to  ittposeon^.  It  was  like  the  court  of  a  great 
bftimck,  filled  with  ndUtwry,  gens-d^arme8,policeoffi« 
cert  of  sU  aoits,  refugees  of  every  nation,  expectants 
wd  dependailts  upon  the  ooiurt,  dossesfics  and  ad^- 
vebtnrers,  idl  connected  widi  Buonapurie*  and  hold- 
ing or  expecting  some  benefit  U  his  hand.  Bumours 
of  oYcry  kind  were  buzssed  about  through  this  mis- 
odil2»touscn>wd,as  AickasiBotosinsundiine.  Svla^ 
picious  churacters  appeared  alid  disapj^ared  Mgam, 
witbont  affwding  any  trace  of  their  journey  or  ob« 
ject.  Tbe  port  was  filled  widi  diips  from  all  parts  of 
Italy.  This  indeed  was  necesswy  to  supply  the  island 
with  provisions,  when  crowded  with  such  an  umisnal 
degi:ieie  of  population ;  ^1,  besides,  vessds  of  all  na* 
UouK  visited  Porto  Fenrajo,  from  the  various  nk>dves 
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of  curiosity  ot  apcculirtion,  or  beuvcoiafQUed  by  con* 
trary  winds.  The  four  armed  vesseLs  of  Nap<deont 
and  seventeen  belonging  to  the  service  of  the  miners, 
were  constantly  en^iged  in  voyages  to  ev^  part  of 
Italyi  and  brou^^  over  or  returned  to  the  oontinoBl, 
Italians,  Sidlians,.  Frenchmen,  and  Greeks,  who 
seemed  all  active,  yet  gave  no  reason  for  their  com* 
ing  or  departure.  DominiGO  Ettori,  a  monk  who 
had  escaped  fiom  Ms  convent,  and  one  Theologoa,  a 
Gred^  were  considered  as  agents  of  some  c<»ise* 
quence  among  this  group. 

The  situation  of  Sir  Niel  Campbell  was  now  very 
embarrassing,  ^spdeon,  affecting  to  be  more  tena- 
cious than  ever  of  his  dignity,  not  only  excluded  the 
British  envoy  fr<un  his  own  presence,  but  even 
threw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  his  visiting  his  mother 
and  sister.  It  was,  therefore,  only  from  interviews 
with  Napoleon  himself  that  he  could  hope  to  get 
any  information,  and  to  obtain  these  Sir  Niel  was, 
as  already  noticed,  obliged  to  absent  himself  from 
the  island  of  Elba  occasionally,  which  gave  him  an 
cqpportunity  of  desiring  an  audience,  as  he  went  away 
md  returned.  At  such  times  as  he  remained  on  the 
island,  he  was  disconntenanced,  and  all  attentim 
withdrawn  from  him ;  but  in  a  way  so  artfiU,  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  him  to  make  a  fi»rmal  com- 
plaint, especially  as  he  had  no  avowed  official  charac* 
ter,  and  was  something  in  the  situation  of  a  guest. 
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whose  aninvited  intrusion  has  placed  him  at  his  land- 
lord'^s  mercy. 

Symptoms  of  some  approaching  catastrophe  could 
not,  however,  be  concealed  from  the  Britidi  resident. 
Napoleon  bad  int^views  i^th  his  mother,  after 
which  she  appeared  deeply  distressed.  She  was 
beard  also  to  talk  of  three  deputations  which  he  had 
received  from  France.  It  was  besides  accounted  a  dr- 
eumstance  of  strong  suspicion,  that  discharges  and 
furloughs  were  granted  to  two  or  three  hundred  ot" 
NapoIeon^s  Old  Guard,  by  the  medium  of  whom,  as 
was  too  late  discovered,  the  allegiance  of  the  mili- 
tary in  France  was  corrupted  and  seduced,  and  their 
minds  prepared  for  what  was  to  ensue.  We  cannot 
suppose  that  such  a  number  of  persons  were  posi- 
tively intrusted  with  the  secret ;  bui  every  one  of 
them  was  prepared  to  sound  forth  the  praises  of  the 
Emperor  in  his  exile,  and  all  entertained  and  disse- 
minated the  persuasion,  that  he  would  soon  appear 
to  reclaim  bis  rights. 

At  length  Mariotti,  the  French  consul  at  Leg- 
horn, and  Spannoki,  the  Tuscan  governor  of  that 
town,  informed  Sir  Niel  Campbell  that  it  was  cer- 
tainly determined  at  Elba,  that  Buonaparte,  with 
his  guards,  should  embark  for  the  continent.  Sir 
Niel  was  at  Leghorn  when  he  received  this  intel- 
ligence, and  had  left  the  Partridge  sloop  of  war 
to  cruize  round  Elba.     It  was  naturally  concluded 
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that  Itaij  was  the  object  of  Napoleon,  to  join  with 
hia  brother-in-law  Murat,  who  was  at  that  time^ 
fatally  for  himself,  raising  his  banner. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  the  Partridge  havii^t 
come  to  Leghorn,  and  fetched  off  Sir  Neil  Campbellt 
the  appeariMEice,  as  the  vessel  approached  Porto  Ferra* 
jo  on  her  return,  of  the  national  guard  on  the  batte- 
ries, instead  of  the  orested  grenadiers  of  the  Imperial 
guard,  at  once  apprised  the  British  resident  of  what 
had  happened.  When  helanded,  he  found  the  mother 
and  sister  of  Buonaparte  in  a  well-assumed  agony  of 
anxiety  about  the  fate  of  their  Emperor,  of  whom 
they  affected  to  know  nothixig,  except  that  he  had 
steered  towards  the  coast  of  Barbary.  They  appear- 
ed extremely  desirous  to  detain  Sir  Niel  Campbell 
on  shore*.  Resisting  their  entreaties,  and  repelling 
the  more  pressing  arguments  of  the  governor,  who 
seemed  somewhat  disposed  to  use  force  to  prevent 
him  from  re-^nbarking,  the  British  envoy  regained 
hia  vessel,  and  set  sail  in  pursuit  of  the  adv^iturer* 
But  it  was  too  late ;  the  Partridge  only  obtained  a 
fistant  sight  of  the  flotilla,  afiter  Buonaparte  and  hi§ 
fim^es  had  landed. 

The  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  Frattc^, 
and  had  encouraged  die  present  most  during  action, 
jbnn  the  subject  of  the^next  chapter. 


VOL.  VIII. 
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CHAPTER  XIIL 


Xeir&tpeet. — Bestoraticn  of^  Boufbom  displeasing  to  ^ 
•  JShUier^flmismti^acUn^iothePpapk.'^Ter^ 
to  France  granted  by  the  Allies. — Discontent  about  the  man^ 
,  Tier  of  conceding  the  Charter, —  Other  grounds  ofdissatisfa<> 
tioUf-^Apprehensitms  lest  the  Church  cthd  Orown  Lands 
4bQM  be  resumed, — Resuscitation  of  the  Jacobinfaction,^-*, 
Increased  Dissatisfaction  in  the  Army, — The  Claims  of  the 
JEmigraAts  mooted  in  the  chamber  afDelegates^-^Mdreschat 
MacdanaX^s  Proposal — Financial  Dijfieulties^-^MiBtlMc'i 
tions  xm  the  Press.--~Il£flections  on  this  sub/ect. 


We  miust  now  look  back  to  the  re-establishment 
of  the  Bouzbons  upon  the  throne  in  1814,  an  event 
which  took  place  under  circumstances  so  uncommon 
at  to  esdte  extravagant  expec^tions  of  national  fd^- 
city ;  e^)eetations,  which,  like  a  premature  and  pco-. 
fuse  digfday  of  blossom,  diminished  the  chance  of 
l^e,  fruit  ripening,  and  exasperated  the  disappoint* 
ment  of  over  sai^gMiipe  hopes*  For  a  certain  time 
all  had  been  gay  aWiose-coloured.  The  French 
p  ossess  more  than  other  nations  the  art  of  enjoy- 
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ing  the  present)  without  looking  back  with  regret 
on  the  past,  or  forward  to  the  future  with  unfa* 
vourable  anticipations.  Lous  XVIII.,  respectable 
for  his  literary  acquirements,  and  the  practise  of  do- 
mestic virtues,  amiable  also  from  a  mixture  of  bon* 
hammie,  and  a  talent  for  saying  witty  things,  was 
received  in  the  capital  of  his  kingdom  with  acclama- 
tions, in  which  the  soldiers  alone  did  not  cordially 
join.  They  indeed  appeared  with  gloomy,  sullen^ 
and  discontented  looks.  The  late  Imperial,  now 
Royal  Guard,  seemed,  from  the  dark  ferocity  of 
their  aspect,  to  consider  themselves  rather  as  the 
captives  who  were  led  in  triumph,  than  the  sddiers 
who  partook  of  it 

'  But  the  higher  and  middling  classes  in  general, 
excepting  those  who  were  direct  losers  by  the  de- 
thronement of  Napoleon,  hailed  with  sincere  satis- 
Action  the  prospect  of  peace,  tranquillity,  andfreedom 
from  vexatious  exactions.  If  they  had  not,  as  they 
could  hardly  be  supposed  to  have,  any  personal  zeal 
for  the  representatives  of  a  family  so  long  strangers 
to  France,  it  was  fondly  hoped  the  absence  of  this 
joa^t  be  supplied  by  the  unwonted  prospect  of  ease 
and  security  which  their  accession  promised.  The  al- 
lied monardbs,  on  their  part,  did  everything  to  favour 
die  Borboun  family,  and  relaxed  most  of  the  harsh 
and  unpalatable  conditions  which  they  had  annexed 
to  their  proposed  treaty  with  Buonaparte ;  as  if  to  al- 
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lov  tbe  legitiiuftte  heir  tht  credit  with  his  people,  oF 
haying  at  once  saved  iheir  honour,  ttud  obtained  finr 
them  the  most  advanti^geous  terms. 

The  French  readily  caught  at  these  indulgracest 
and,  with  the  aptitude  they  possess  of  accommodating 
their  feehngs  to  the  moment,  for  a  time  seemed  to  in* 
timate  that  they  were  sensible  of  the  full  advantage  of 
the  diange,  and  were  desirous  to  make  as  much  of  it 
as  Aej  possiUy  could.     There  i^  a  story  of  a  Frencli 
sddier  in  former  times,  who,  having  insulted  his  ge* 
neral  in  a  fit  of  intoidcittioii,  Was  brou^t  before  him 
next  morning,  and  interrogated^  whether  he  was  the 
person  who  had  committed  the  o£fence.      The  ac*- 
cused  replied  lie  was  not,  for  that  .the  impudent  ras- 
cal had  gone  away  before  four  in  the  morning,-* 
at  which  hour  the  culprit  had  awaked  in  a  state  of 
sobriety.  The  French  people,  like  the  arch  rogue  in 
question,  drew  distinctions  between  their  [vesent  and 
former  selves,  and  seemed  very  willing  to  deny  their 
identity.     They  were  no  longer,  they  said,  either  the 
Republican  Frendi,  who  had  committed  so  many 
atrocities  in  their  own  country,  or   the   Imperial 
^French,  that  had  made  such  devastation  in  other  na- 
tions ;  and  God  forbid  that  the  sins  of  either  should 
]be  visited  upon  the  present  regenerate  race  of  Royal-> 
ist  Frenchmen,  loyal  to  their  native  princes,^  and 
^uthfiil  to  their  alHes,  who  desired  only  to  ei^j 
peace  abroad  and  tranquillity  at  home. 
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.  These  professions,  which  were  probably  serious  for 
the  time,  backed  by  the  natural  anxiety  of  the  monarch 
to  makC)  through  his  interest  with  the  allied  powers^ 
l^e  best  terms  he  could  for  his  country,  were  received 
as  current  without  strict  ei^amination. ;  It  seemed  that 
Buonaparte^  on  his  retirement  to  Elba,  had  catried 
away  with  him  all  the  oi^S^nces  of  the  J'rench  people* 
like  the  scape  goat,  which  the  Levi^ical  Uw  directed 
to  be  driven  intp  the  Wilderness,  loaded  w jA  the  sina 
of  the  childten  of  Israel.  There  was,  in  all  the  pro^ 
ceediags  of  the  aUied  powers,  not  only  ntod$rfttion# 
but  a  studied  deUcacy,  obs^ved  towards  the  feelings 
of  the  French,  which  almoi^t  savoured  «f  rcmiantie 
generosity.  Th^y  seemed  as  desirous  to  disguise  their 
poinquest,as  the  Parisians  were  to  corneal  their  ^eat: 
The  treasures  of  art;  those  spdiU  of  foreign  countries 
which  justice  loudly  demanded  should  be.  restc^ed  to 
their  true  owners,  w^re  cchijfirmed  to  th^  French  na 
tion,  in  order  to  gratify  the  vaaity  of  the  metropu^ 
Us.  By  a  boon  yet  more  fatal,  announced  to  IJhe 
public  in  one  of  thosejnom^its  of  romantic,  and 
more  than  questionable  gento>sity,  which  we  have 
alluded  to,  the  whole  Erendi  prisoners  of  war  in  die 
mass,  and  without  inquiry  concerning  their  prinei* 
pies,  or  the  part  they  were  likely  to  take  in  fotcm 
internal  divisions,  were  at  once  restored  to  the  boseoai 
of  thar  country.  This  was  in  fact  treating  the  French 
nation  as  a  heedkss.  nurse  does  a  spoiled  dild,  wtoi 
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she  puts  into  its  hands  the  knife  which  it  cries  for. 
The  fatal  consequences  of  this  improvident  indul- 
gence appeared  early  in  the  subsequent  year. 

The  Senate  of  Napoleon,  when  they  called  the 
Bourbons  to  the  throne^  had  not  done  so  without 
making  stipulations  on  the  part  of  the  nation^  and 
also  upon  their  own.  For  the  first  purpose  they 
framed  a  decree,  under  which  they  ^'  called  to  the 
throne  Louis  Stanislaus  Xavier,  brother  of  the  last 
King,^  but  upon  condition  of  his  accepting  a  oonsti* 
tution  of  their  framing.  This  assumed  right  of  dicr 
tating  a  constitution,  and  naming  a  king  for  the  na^ 
tion,  was  accompanied  by  another  provision,  dedar- 
ing  the  Senate  hereditary,  and  confirming  to  th^ni 
selves,  and  their  heirs  for  ever,  the  rank,  honours, 
and  emoluments,  which  in  Napoleon's  time  they  only 
enjoyed  for  life. 

The  King  refused  to  acknowledge  the  right-of  the 
Senate,  either  to  £ctate  the  terms  on  which  he  should 
ascend  a  dirone,  his  own  by  hereditary  descent,  and 
to  which  he  had  never  forfeited  his  claim ;  or  to  en- 
gross,  as  their  own  exclusive  property,  the  ^dow-* 
m^ts  provided  to  their  order  by  Buonaparte.  He, 
therefore,  assumed  the  crown  as  the  lineal  and  true 
representative  of  him  by  whom  it  was  last  worn ; 
and  issued  his  own  constitutional  charter  as  a  con- 
cession which  the  spirit  of  the  times  demanded,  and 
wbiph  hf»  had  himself  no  desire  to  withhold* 
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.The  ofayeetioiu  to  t&is  mode  ofproceeiing  were» 
.pmcdeally  speaking,  of  no  coiisequ^ce.  It  signifiedl 
noUung  to  the  peopleof  France^  whether  the  conatitii- 
tion  was  proposed  to  the  King  by  the  national  rqpre- 
s^tativesy  or  by  the  King  to  them,  so  that  it  contaior 
ed,  in  «n  krevocable  form,  a  full  ratificadon  of  the 
national  liberties.  ButfiHr  the  King  to  have  acknow- 
ledged himsetf  the  creature  of  the  Senators  electi(»i» 
would  have  been  at  once  to  recognise  every  epheme- 
ral tyrani^,  which  had  sti|rted  up  and  fretted  its  part 
on  the  revolutionary  stage ;  and  to  have  sanctioned 
aU  subse^ent  attempta  at  innovation,  since  they  who 
make  kii^  and  authorities  must  have  the  inheroit 
right  tp  dethrone  and  annul  them  It  should  not  be 
finrgotten  h<m  the  Britidi  nation  acted  onthegreat  oo- 
eafli<His  of  the  Restoration  imd  Revolution ;  recogni- 
iing,  at  either  crisis,  therightof  blood  to  succeed  to  the 
erown,  whether  vacant  by  the  murder  of  Charies  I., 
or  the  abdication  of  James  II.  In  princide,  too,  it 
may  be  observed,  that  in  all  modem  European  na- 
tions, the  king  is  nominally  the  source  both  of  law 
and  justice ;  and  that  statutes  are  promulgated,  and 
sentences  executed  in  his  name,  without  inferring 
that  he  has  the  despotic  right  either  to  mak^  the  one, 
or  to  alter  the  other.  Although,  therefore,  the  con- 
stitutibn  of  France  emanated  in  the  usual  f(»*m  of  a 
royal  charter,  the  King  was  no  more  empowered  to 
recall  or  innovate  its  provisions,  tl^sm  King  John  to 
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4dbrogate  those  of  the  Eiq^Ksh  Magm  Cbarta.  Mon- 
deur,  die  King's  brotlier^  had  prpmiied  in  hismnie, 
iqMni  his  solemn  entrance  to  Paris,  that  Louis  wauU 
•recognise  the  basis  of  the  eonstitutioQ  prepared  bjr 
•die  Senate.  This  pledge  was  fully  redeeued  by  the 
charter,  and  wise  men  would  have  been  mote  an*- 
-xioos  to  secure  the  benefits  which  it  bestowed,  tluu 
jcropulously  to  cavil  on  the  mode  in  which  they  bad 
•been  conferred. 

In  fact^  Louis  had  adopted  not  imly  thef(a*mnioBt 
-conKmant  to  ancient  usage,  but  that  which  be  thought 
"most  likdy  to  satisfy  both  the  royalists  and  the  te- 
^<dutionaffy  party  •  He  asdended  the  throne  as  his 
'ttatural  right ;  and  having  done  so,  be  willingly  grant- 
ed to  the  people,  in  an  in^vocable  fma^  tbe^ubstan- 
•iial  principles  df  a  firee  constitution.  But  both  ;par- 
'  ties  were  rather  displeased  at  what  ttuey  o6n§i4ered  as 
4ost»  than  gratified:  at  what  ithey  gained  by  this  ac- 
vTangement*  The  royalists  regarded  the  constitn- 
-tion,  with  its  concessions,  as  a  voluntaiy  abandonment 
«)f  the  noyel  prerogative,  while  tbe  revolutionary  par- 
ity  exclaimed,  that  the.  receiving  the  obiter  ftam  the 
King  as  an  act  of  bis  will,  was  in  itself  a  badge  of 
^servitude;  and  that  the  same  royal  prerogative 
-which  had  granted  these  privileges,  m^ht,  if  re- 
cognised, be  supposed  to  reserve  the.  power  of  di- 
ininisfaing  or  resuming  them, at  pleasure.  And  thus 
it  is,  th^t  folly,  party-spirit,  pride,  and  passion,  can 
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murqirese&t  tiie  best  ineaisnires,  uid  so  fiit  poieon  die 
ipttbHc  mind,  tbat  the  very  granting  the  object  of 
their  desires  idndl  be  made  the  subject  of  new  com- 
plaints. 

The  fimnation  of  the  ministry  gave  rise  to  moate 
serious  grounds  of  apprehension  and  censure.  The 
various  offices  rf  admini^vation  v»e,  upon  Ae  re- 
storation, left  in  possession  of  parsons  sdeoted  from 
^ose  who  hid  been  named  1^  the  Provisional  Go- 
vernment. AH  the  members  of  the  Provisional  State 
Cotmcil  were  called  to  be  royd  ministers  of  the  state. 
Many  of  these,  though  possessed  of  reputed  talents, 
were  men  hackneyed  in  the  change  of  the  Bevdu/i- 
tton  ;  and  were  not,  and  could  not  be,  intrusted  widi 
tlie  King's  confidence  beyond  6he  bounds  of  the  pro- 
vince which  each  administered. 

Talleyrand,  Minister  for  F^eign  Affairs,  whose 
talents  «id  experience  might  have  given  him  daim 
to  the  «tuation  of  Prime  Minister,  was  unpopular 
from  bis  poUticad  versatility ;  and  it  was  ju(i^ed,  af- 
ter ^  time,  most  expedient  to  send  him  to  the  Con^ 
gross  at  Vienna,  that  his  diplomatic  skill  might  b0 
employed  in  arranging  the  exterior  relations  of 
IVance  with  the  ather  powers  of  Europe.  Yet  the 
absence  of  this  consummate  statesman  was  of  greaf 
prejudice  to  the  Eing^s  affairs.  His  paving  preser- 
ved life,  distinction,  and  frequently  power,  during  so 
inany  revolutionary  changes^  proved,  according  to  the 
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phrase  of  the  old  Eail  of  Pembroke,  that  he  wns  bdni 
of  the  willowy  not  of  the  oak.  Bat  it  was  the  f^inion 
of  the  wisest  mep  in  France,  that  it  was  not  fiur^  coo- 
isidering  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  to  speak  of  hi^ 
attachment  to,  or  defection  fifom  individuals,  but  to 
consider  the  general  conduct  and  maxims  which  he 
recommended  rdative  to  the  interests  of  France*  It 
has  been  truly  said,  that,  after  the  first  erton  and 
ebullitions  of  republican  zeal,  if  he  were  measured  bjr 
this  standard,  be  must  be  judged  favourably.  The 
^Muincils  which  he  gave  to  Napoleon  were  all  calcu* 
lated,  it  was  said,  tat  the  gpod  of  the  nation,  and  so 
were  the  measures  which  he  recommended  to  the 
King.  Much  of  this  is  really  true ;  yet,  wh^  we 
think  of  the  political  consirtency  of  the  Prince  of 
Beneventum,  we  cannot  help  recollecting  the  per- 
sonal virtue  of  a  female  follower  of  the  camp,  which 
connsted  in  strict  fidelity  to  the  grenadier  con^mny^ 
Ihipont  was  promoted  to  the  situation  of  Mini- 
nister  at  War,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  persecution  he 
had  undergone  firom  Buonaparte,  in  consequence  of 
his  surrender  at  Baylen  to  the  Spaniards.  Soult 
was  aftewards  called  to  this  important  office ;  how 
recommended,  it  would  be  vain  to  inquire.  When 
Napoleon  heard  of  his  appointment  firom  the  Eng- 
lish resident,  he  observed  that  it  would  be-  a  wise 
and  good  one,  if  no  patriotic  party  should  show 
itself  in  France ;  but,  if  such  shpuld  arise,  he.intir 
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mated  plainly  that  there  would  be  no  room  for  the 
Bourbons  to  re^t  faith  upon  Soult^s  adherence  to 
their  cause ;  and  so  k  proTed. 

To  add  still  fi»ther  to  the  inconyeniences  of  this 
Btate  of  administration,  Louis  XVIII.had  afavour- 
ite,  although  he  had  no  prime  minister.  Count  Bla- 
cas  D'Af^y  minister  of  the  household,  im  ancient 
Mid  confidential  attendant  cm  the  royal  person  du- 
ring his  exile,  was  understood  to  be  the  chaimel 
through  which  the  King^s  wishes  were  communicated 
to  the  other  ministers ;  and  his  protection  was  sup- 
posed to  affi)rd  the  sur^t  access  to  the  fayours  of 
the  crowv. 

Without  ddfig  his  master  the  seryice  of  a  premier, 
or  holding  either  the  power  or  the  responsibility  of 
that  high  situation,  De  Blacas  had  the  full  share  of 
odium  usually  attached  to  it.  The  royalists,  who 
pressed  on  him  for  grants  which  were  in  the  depart- 
ments of  other  ministers,  resented  his  declining  to 
interfere  in  their  favour,  as  if,  haying  satisfied  his 
own  ambition,  he  bad  become  indifferent  to  the  inte- 
rest of  those  with  whom  he  had  been  a  joint  sufferer 
during  the  emigration^  The  opposite  party,  on  the 
pther  hand,  represented  Count  Blacas  as  an  absolute 
minister,  an  emigrant  himself,  and  the  patron  of  emi- 
grants ;  a  royalist  of  the  highest  class,  and  an  enemy, 
of  course,  to  all  the  constitutional  stipulations  in  fa- 
«rour  of  liberty.     Thus  far  it  is  certain,  that  the  uu- 
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popularity  of  MoiMieur  de  BUcas,  mith  all  ranks  and 
parties  in  the  state,  had  the  worst  possible  inftieiice 
on  the  King's  affairs ;  and  as  his  credit  was  aaciflied 
to  a  blind  as  well  as  an  obstinate  attachment  on  the 
part  of  LouiS)  the  monarch  was  of  course  involved 
in  the  unpopularity  c^  the  minister  of  the  boosdiokL 
The  terms  of  the  peace,  as  we  have  already  hkit* 
ed,  bad  been  stvidioasly  calculated  to  recommend  it 
to  the  feelit^  of  the  French  people.  France  was,  in* 
deed,  stripped  of  tjbat  extended  sway  which.Teodered 
her  dangerous  to  the  independ«M:e  of  other  Euro, 
pean  nationjB,  and  reduced*  gei%stally  speaking,  to 
the  boundaries  which  she  occupied  on  the  1st  of 
January  1792.  Still  the  bargain  was  not  harshly 
driven.  Several  small  additions  were  left  with  her  on 
the  side  of  Germany  and  the  Netherlands,  and  on 
that  of  Savoy  she  had  tbe  oHisideralde  towns  of 
Chamberri^  Annecy,  Avignon,  with  the  Venaisson 
and  Mont  Belliard,  included  in  her  territories.  Bat 
these  concessions  availed  little ;  and  looking  upoii 
what  they  had  lost,  niany  of  the  French  people,  af- 
ter the  recollections  had  subsided  of  their  escape  from 
a  dreadful  war,  were  naturally,  however  unreason- 
ably, disposed  to  murmur  against  the  reduction  of 
their  territories,  and  to  insist  that  Belgium,  at  leasts 
should  have  remained  with  them.  This  opinion  was 
encouraged  and  pressed  by  the  Buona^iartists,  who 
considered  the  cession  of  that  country  with  th^  more 
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ttU  eye,  because  it  was  understood  to  have  been  a 
^int  urged  by  England. 

Yet  if  Englimd  played  a  proud,  it  was  also  a  ge- 
nerous part.  She  bad  nothing  to  stipulate,  nothing 
of  which  to  demand  restitution,  for  she  had  sisstained 
no  territorial  Joss  during  the  whole  period  of  hostili- 
ties* The  war,  which  had  nearly  ruined  most  other  na- 
tion s,  had  put  Britain  in  possession  of  all  the  colonies 
of  Ftance,  and  left  the  latter  country  neither  a  ship 
nor  a  port  in  the  East  or  West  Indies ;  and,  to  sum 
the  whole,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  united  Europe 
to  take  from  England  by  force  any  one  of  the  con^ 
quests  which  she  had  thus  made.  The  question^  there- 
fore, only  was,  what  Britain  was  voluntarily  to  cede 
to  m  enemy  who  could  give  her  no  equivalent,  ex- 
cepting the  pledge  to  adopt  better  principles,  and  to 
act  no  longer  as  the  disturber  of  Europe.  The  ces- 
sions were  such  iu  number  and  amount,  as  to  show 
that  England  was  far  above  the  mean  and  selfish  pur- 
pose of  seeking  a  colonial  monopoly,  or  desiring  to 
destroy  the  possibility  of  commerdal  rivalry..  Afl 
was  restored  to  France,  exciting  only  Tobago  and 
the  Mauritius. 

Thejse  sacrifices,  made  in  the  spirit  of  peace  and 
moderation,  were  not  made  in  vain.  They  secured 
to  Britain  the  gratitude  and  respect  of  oUier  states, 
imd,  giving  to  her  councils  that  character  of  justice 
and  impartiaUty  which  constitutes  the  best  national 
strength,  they  placed  her  in  a  situation  of  more  in- 
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Quexkes  and  eminence  in  tbe  civiUsed  worid,  tfaaoi  thr 
uncontrolled  possession  of  all  the  cotton-fields  and 
sugar  islands  of  the  east  and  west  could  evee  hare 
raised  her  to*  Still,  with  respect  to  France  in  ptr^ 
ticular,  the  peace  was  not  recommended  bjr  ihe-emi^ 
noice  to  which  it  bad  raised  England.  The  rivat- 
Tj,  so  long  termed  natumaU  and  idiich  had  been 
so  carefully  fostered  by  every  state  paper  or  political 
stiltement  which  Buonaparte  had  pennitted  to  be 
piJdished^  rankled  even  in  genermis  and  honoiHaUe 
minds  ;  and  sp  prejudiced  are  the  views  of  passion^ 
that  by  mktajdng  each  oiher^s  national  feelings,  there 
were  many  Frenchmen  induced  to  believe  that  the 
superkmty  attained  by  Great  Ikitain^  was  to  a  cer« 
tain  degree  an  insult  and  degradation  to  France. 

Everything,  indeed,  which  ought  to  have  soothed 
and  gratified  the  French  people,  was  at  last,  by  irri- 
tated feelings  and  artful  misrepresentation,  convert- 
ed into  a  subject  of  complaint  and  grievance. 

The  govemment  of  Napoleon  had  been  as  aMn- 
pletely  despotic  as  it  coidd  be  rmtdered  in  a  civili- 
sed country  like  France,  where  public  opinion  for- 
bade its  being  carried  to  barbaric  extreme.  On  the 
contrary,  in  the  charter,  France  was  endowed  with 
most  of  the  elementary  principles  of  a  firee  and  libe- 
ral constitution.  The  King  had  adopted,  in  all 
points  of  a  general  and  national  tendency,  the  prin- 
dples  pressed  in  the  rejected  constitutional  act  of 
the  Senate. 
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The  Cluaiiber  of  Peers  and  Chamber  of  Deputies 
yw^^  the  titles  applied  to  the  aristocratiool  and  p<sfw^ 
lar  hrancbes  of  die  constitu^n,  instead  of  the  Senate 
and  Legislative  Body.  Their  public  dirties  were  <£-> 
vided  somedHi^  like  these  of  the  Houses  of  Pecn 
•ad  Commons  in  IhiglaBd.  The  independence  of  the 
judicial  ord»  was  recognised,  and  the  military  were 
oofiflnned  in  their  rank  and  rerenves.  The  Chamber 
<^  Peers  was  to  be  nominated  by  the  idng,  with  pew«r 
to  his  Majeis^  to  create  its  members  for  life,  or  here^ 
ditarjr,  at  his  [Measure.  The  income  of  the  suppress* 
ed  Senate  was  resumed,  and  vested  in  thecrewn,  ex* 
ceptii^  confiscated  property,  which  was  rest^wed  Cd 
the  kwfid  owners.  The  Catholic  religion  was  de^ 
clared  to  be  that  of  Ithe  state,  but  all  other  Chrk- 
tian  sects  were  to  be  protected.  The  King^s  au- 
thority  was  recognised  as  head  t>f  the  army,  and  the 
power  of  making  peace  and  war  was  vested  in  him 
exclusively.  The  liberty  of  the  press  was  establish* 
ed,  but  under  certain  restraints*  The  conscription 
was  abolished — ^the  req>onsilHlity  of  nunisters  reo^- 
nised ;  and  it  may  be  said,  in  general,  that  a  consti- 
tution was  traced  <Mit,  good  430  far  as  it  went,  andsus* 
ceptiUe  of  receiving  the  finrther  improvements  which 
time  and  experience  might  recommend.  The  duau 
ter  was  presented  to  the  Lq^lative  Body  by  the 
King  in  person,  with  a  speech,  which  announced  that 
^e  princ^Ies  which  it  recognised,  were  such  as  had 
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i^w  Adppled  in  the  will  of  his  unfortoMte  btotber, 
liHttisXVI. 

Yet  though  tbb  clMrter  contaiiied  a  bee  msaen* 
d«r  of  great  part  of  the  royal  rights  which  the  old 
rm^  of  Bourbons  had,  eiQAyiod,  as  well  as  of  all  the 
a^Wtrary  power  wbkh  Napoleoii  had  usurped^  we 
^ire  seen  tl;^  it  waa  unacceptaUe  to  an  aetiTe  and. 
ioHtt^ntial  party  in  the  states  who  disdained  to  ac«> 
^ept  seciurity  for  pr<^rty  and  fireedom  under  the 
jyia^Ut  forms  of  a  feudal  obmxUis,  and  contended 
that  it  i>ught  to  have  emanated  directly  ficom  the 
will  of  the  Sovert^gn  People.  We  have  no  hesita^ 
tion  in  saying,  that  thii|  was  as  reasonable  as  the  con-* 
duct  <^  a  spoiled  child,  who  reilises  what  is  gwen-  to 
him»  because  be  is  not  sif  ered  to  take  it ;  or  the 
wisdom  of  an  hungry  man,  who  should  quarrel  with 
his  dinner,  because  be  does  not  admire  the  shape  of 
the  disli  in  which  it  let  served  up. 

This  is  tbe  common-sense  view  of  the  subject. 
If  the  constitution  contained  the  necessary  guaran« 
tees  of  political  freedom  and  security  of  life  and 
property ;  if  it  was  to  be  looked  to  as  the  permanent 
settlement  and  bulwark  of  the  liberties  of  France, 
and  considered  as  a  final  and  decided  arrangement, 
liable  indeed,  to  be  improved  by  the  joint  consent  of 
the  soveragn,  and  the  legal  representatiTes  of  the 
subject,  but  not  to  be  destroyed  by  any  or  all  of  these 
Authorities!  it  was  a  matter  of  utter  unimpoftwicey 
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ohmhMi^  ^a«ffd  bj^  ^  Kvig*  or  tlwit,  rf  C(wwtiitiiww 
jiwlitibili^  tt  km  bjr  ^  aufcjfBC^,  But  if  tbexe  w^tp 
ht-iiije^p^f  li«tb^if^hi|fiA«vfli  e^sttCQ/Ci?  q£  «U  the 
F«eiK^^  Q^ilg^j^ficmB  hkbctrtxsK  ex^^iag  that  und^ 
ifbkh  ftirtttOfag^  )|qA  e^i^th^ralM  tbe,  people^  tb^ 
pD^^  tl|«r  9l6«^iv  W»gbt  l|^  entertiiiUifed,  whe^ 
^b«f  ^  IbuM  QiP  th^  ipevobitioQAr J  foria  wao^  most 
U}c%l^li%iii«^At£vil;  oiTt  mother  wQir4;99  wb^^ 
ik^  c^iAMpm  *tiM***clr  to  the  plwa  of  gov^niTOeiitt 
90^  ad#pil«4^  w^  HMfPl  likel]^  ta  b^  ivnoviM^  upon 
hj^  ^^Ki>ig„  w  h§f  the  body  vbo  reybscntei  ish^ 
peopki^ 

^iijtiiwilig  tfce^  fctrt  dodrinei,  that  tb^.  piu^y  m 
ii^b«9ie^  i)A8if^tb€r  cQudiiHNW^  of  tbe  convHiiutiQii,  are 
Wfc^9i9^r  ifi  itniij^od  to.  suspend,,  alter,^  or  irecdtt 
l^m^  iMid  poU^f  djiototfidi,  tb»t  tb^  apparent  pawer 
q|?  gnamiog  9boald  beeMcribed  tQtke.  paxt;  H^^^Ue 
ind^  v^mgt^  sqc^  ^iwQ^v^^A^upQP  die  g^ftut  ^bicb 
he  had  made.  In  this  view  of  the  case,  it  inight  be 
ri)di€Md  ^fm  ibs^tim  'Sing,  iui$i;qp|M»t<ed»  uul^arby 
ilmfJiioytMf*»9  vb«  we{«  fwrnimnd?^,  wpopuJi«rfbm 
m(9iimtsim^  Md^£s»»th^p«es^tdiT^€td,  ezciei^ng 
MMiqiilly;,  pf  $b«^^gr0j|fr  imHi^imeftt  of  «w?b|eving<de8- 
poHepo^^^rivth^uiidJi^put^  ^mmaod,  nftniely^  of  tke 
mmit^  iwtHiW-he  pftto"^Uy  iw.wiUiTig  to  risk  the  con^ 
tiAMMliee^ffhis  ;M3i^t^  t^  a&y  m^mft  to  niu«yat«i 
upMiT  tbod^  Q«ndUMW)  vbicb  he^  bad  by  hi^  qwu 
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charter  assured  to  the  people.  On  the  contnarj, 
conditicms  formed  and  decreed  by  the  Senate  of 
Buonaparte,  might,  on  the  popuLir  parQr's  renuning 
the  ascendency,  be  altered  or  recalled  by  the  Cham* 
1)er8  with  the  same  levity  and  fickleness  which  the 
people  of  France,  or  at  least  those  acting  as  their 
jreprescQtatives,  had  so  often  displayed*  To  give 
permanence  to  the  constitution,  therefore,  it  was  best 
it  should  emanate  from  the  party  most  interested  in 
preserving  it,  and  least  able  to  infringe  it;  and  that  un- 
doubtedly, as  France  stood  at  the  time,  was  the  sove- 
reign. In  Great  Britain,  the  constitution  is  account- 
ed more  secure,  because  the  King  is  the  source  of 
law,  of  honour,  and  of  all  ministerial  and  executive 
power;  whilst  he  is  responsible  to  the  nation  through 
his  ministers,  for  the  manner  in  which  that  power  is 
exercised.  An  arrangement  of  a  different  kind  would 
expose  the  branches  of  the  legislature  to  a  discord- 
ant struggle,  which  ought  never  to  be  contemplated 
as  possible. 

The  zealous  liberalists  of  France  were  induced^ 
however,  to  mutiny  against  the  name  under  which 
tiieir  free  constitution  was  assigned  them,  and  to 
call  back  Buonaparte,  who  had  abolished  the  very 
setnblance  of  freedom,  rather  than  to  accept  at  the 
hands  of  a  peaceftd  monarch,  the  degree  of  liberty 
which  they  themselves  had  acquired.  The  adv^i- 
{ages  which  they  gained  will  appear  in  the  sequel.,  - 

Thus  setting  out  with'Varying  and  contradictory 
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cqanums  of  the  natvire  and  origin  of  the  new  consti- 
tution, the  parties  in  the  state  regarded  it  rather  us 
a  fortress  to  be  attacked  and^  defended,  than  act  a 
,  temple  in  which  all  men  were  called  to  worship* 

The  French  of  this  period  might  be  divided  into 
three  distinct  and  active  parties*— Royalists ;  libe- 
rsis  of  every  shade,  down  to  Republicans ;  and  Buo- 
napartists.  And  it  becomes,  our  duty  to  say  a  f<^ 
words  concerning  each  of  these* 

The  Royalists,  while  they  added  little  real 
strength  to  the  King  by  their  numbers,  attracted 
much  jealous  observation  from  their  high  birth  and 
equally  high  pretensions  ;.  embroiled  his  affidrs  by 
their  imprudent  zeal ;  embittered  his  peace  by  their 
just  and  natural  Complaints ;  and  drew  suspidon  oh 
his  government  at  every  efiPort  which  he  made  to 
serve  and  relieve  them.  They  consisted  chiefly  of 
the  emigrant  Nobles  and  Clergy. 

The  former  class  were  greatly  reduced  in  num- 
ber by  war  and  exile ;  insomuch,  tha(  to  the  House 
of  Peers,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  seventy, 
and  upwards,  the  ancient  nobles  of  France  si^ 
plied  only  thirty*  The  rest  were  the  fortunate  mar^ 
schals  and  generals,  whom  the  wars  of  the  Revolu*- 
tion  had  raised  to  rank  and  wealth ;  and  the  states*- 
men,  many  of  whom  had  attained  the  same  statioti 
by  less  honourable  means  of  elevation*  The  old  no- 
blesse, after  their  youth  had  been  exhausted,  their 
fortunes  destroyed,  and  their  spirits  broken,  while 
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SMmimg  though  4brtig«  a»UBlikt  Am  adTane  Amp- 
tme*  <:€  tUe  cwlfld  BourbMiSy  beheld  tbe  ranwnt- 
tion^  iMleed,  ef  At  MMiairiiy,  but  wett  llramelYas 
recattbAtv  FmMe«iiljrt«r  ate  (heir  «sUtcs  octapeed, 
4Hm1  dM«r  hatdilvry^fliim  auMmd  the  person  of  tbe 
ntDancb  iilledv  %  ti»  fintmratt^  chfldi^en  of  tke  Rew- 
hMaoB.  Lilit  diediBfippoHiteA  Bngtith  cayftHerB,  tbejr 
mightipell  eomplaut  tlwt  thaugh  none  bad  iritiwd 
more  earnestly  for  tbe  return  tf  dielegitsoNM  prinot, 
^  mfotf  h$A  sbanNlso  little  in  the  benefits  attend- 
iag  itL  Bjf  a  natural,  and  yet  a  perverse  mode  ef 
^^  die  wvy  isjuries  wfaidi  tlie  nolnlity  had 
1,  vendeced  than  Ab  dlgects  of  suspidon  to 
«be  o^er  twda  and  psrti^  of  the  state.  They  had 
hetatfat  eemporaens  of  the  Eiag^  exiie>  were  con- 
with  him  by  tbe  ties  of  friendBhip)  and  had 
( to  his  parson  by  the  nght  of  blood.  Could 
it  be  in  nature,  it  was  asked,  diat  JLoais  could  see 
their  sufiEbnngs  without  attempting  to  retiere  them ; 
mai  horn  eouldhe  do  so  ia  the  psesest  state  of  France, 
.mniesB^  at  tbe  expense  of  those  who  oceuined  or  asps- 
w^  ta  mih  and  mililary  prtfiNrment,  or  of  those  who 
had  aoquiied  during  tl^  Eeivolution  ^e  aadonal  im' 
mains  wbicfa  those  neUbs  once  posseted  ?  Yet  tbe 
ahnaii  was  fininded  rather  onsuspicioa  than  o»  fsets^ 
Of  the  pre&rmentef  eajgrants  in  tbe  itrmy,  we  shaU 
apeak  boreafter  ;  bnt  in  tbe  civil  4epMrtmeciis  df  the 
wuue,  fieir  ef  Ae  old  Mhlesse  obwnaod  o^e.  To 
^tkht  a  siagie  eaample,  m  theoourse  ef  tleT^u  moiMitifs 
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A^9  ^reMrify^neyen  prefects  nomiifated  tiotbc^ds- 
piurtB»etfU)  nvri  1^  ISBt  did  not  coiaoii^ebenfl «  «ii|{^d 
ope  of  those  enaigraBta  ti^bo  returned  to  Vt^xkte  with 
Loms ;  and  but  very  few  of  those,  whose  e^ule  had 
tenmnated  more  early »  The  noUea  felt  this  exchir- 
sion  from  roj;^!  fav;our,  cad  ei^pi^ssad  th^k  cupi- 
phun^s,  which  some^yct  wive  impudeA%9.i9ii9|^ 
wUb  tbreateau^g  bints^  that  their  day  of  tauji)ph 
might  yet  anive.  This  lai^imge,  as  weU  as  the  w 
of  ez^usive  dignity  aa4  distauoe  which  th^  9S^t>^ 
qd^  f^if^  the  d^^tii^icm  4^  their  birth  hmg,  aU  that, 
tb^  ha4^t  to  them^  th^y  were  dei^muBed  to  en- 
force  the  most^punctilioiut  deference  t^  tfaat^  wasK^acet* 
fid^  reouurked  and  recorded  against  the  ^ii^gr 

The  npblesse  were  supposed  to  receive  ,pa>^inilar 
encouiageme^t  fr<»n  the  princes  of  the  hhotiy  whil^ 
\^$m  the  whole>  they  were  rather  discourag^  tha^i 
broHght  forward  or  distinguishe4  bjr  La^is,.whf^  m» 
many  of  them  qpaiedl  not  to  isayi  was  diiiiposj^  to  act^ 
upon  the  ungenerous  maadm  of  courtingbis e^epuos^, 
ajEid  neglecting  those  who  could  not  upon  pidpfs^te^ 
h^me  anything  sa^ve  his  friends.  Thegf  did  not^fpeip* 
bapss  ma^e  sufEeient  allowance  for  the  gfeat-di^ 
culties  wihich  the  King  imcurredfiagoyerning  Sraine^ 
at;  so  critical  ft  period. 

19i0  state  of  the  Clergy  is  next  to  be  considered. 
Thcjy  wrere,  generaUy  ^geaidngy  sincerely  attach^  to 
the  ^ing ;  and  bad  they  Ii^ea  in  possessien  of  ibeur 
revei^ufs^  and  of  their  natwraL  inifu^pe  nff)n  tbn 
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puUic  mind,  their  attachment  would  have  h^ndt' 
the  utmost  consequence.  But  without  this  influence^ 
and  without  the  wealth,  or  at  least  the  independence, 
on  which  it  partly  rests,  they  were  as  useless,  politi- 
cally speaking,  as  a  key  which  does  not  fit  the  lock 
to  which  it  is  applied.  This  state  of  things,  unfor- ' 
tunate  in  many  respects,  flowed  from  a  maxim  adopts 
ed  during  the  Revolution,  smd  followed  by  Buona- 
parte, who  had  his  reasons  for  fearing  the  influence- 
of  the  clergy.  "  We  will  not  put  down  the  eccle- 
siastical establishment  by  force  ;  we  will  starve  it  to 
death.^  Accordingly,  all  grants  and  bequests  to  the  , 
church  had  been  limited  and  qualified  by  so  many 
conditions  and  restrictions,  as  to  intercept  that  mode 
of  acquisition  so  fruitful  in  a  Catholic  country;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  salary  allowed  by  the  state  to 
each  ofiiciating  curate  was  only  five  hundred  livres 
(^26.  16s.  8d.)  yearly.  No  doubt  each  community 
were  permitted  to  subscribe  what  they  pleased  in  ad- 
dition to  this  miserable  pittance;  but  in  France, 
when  the  number  of  those  who  care  for  no  reli^on 
at  all,  and  of  those  whose  zeal  will  not  lead  them  the 
length  of  paying  for  it,  is  deduced, 'the  remainder 
will  afford  but  a  small  list  of  subscribers.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  at  the  period  of  the  restoration, 
many  parishes  were,  and  had  been  for  years,  without 
any  public  worship.  Ignorance  had  increased  in  an 
incalculable  degree.  •*  We  are  informed,"  was  the 
communication  from  Buonaparte  to  one  of  his  pre* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NAPOLEON  BUOi^APARTK.  311 

fbetf,  <'  that  cUbgerous  books  are  distiibated  in  your 
department.'' — "  Were  the  roads  sown  with  them,"' 
was  the  answer  returned  by  the  prefect,  "  your  Ma-. 
jesty  need  not  fear  their  influence ;  we  have  not  a 
man  who  would  or  could  read  them."— When  we 
add  to  this  the  relaxed  state  of  public  morals,  the 
pains  taken  in  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution  to  era* 
dioate  the  sentiments  of  religion,  and  render  its  pro- 
fessors ridiculous,  and  the  prevalence  of  the  military 
character,  so  conspicuous  through  France,  and  so 
un&vourable  to  devotion ;  and  when  it  is  further  re- 
membered that  all  the  wealth  of  the  cterch  had  fallen 
4nto  the  hands  of  the  laity,  which  were  &8t  clenched 
to  retain  it,  and  trembling  at  the  same  time  lest  it 
should  be  wrested  from  them, — the  reader  may,  fron^ 
all  these  causes,  form  some  notion  of  tlie  low,  ebb  of 
religion  and  of  the  church  in  France. 

The  disposition  of  the  King  and  Royal  Family  to 
restore  the  formal  observances  of  the  Romish  Church, 
as  well  as  to  provide  the  suitable  means  of  educating 
in  fatwre  those  designed  for  the  ministry,  sad  other 
religions  institutions,  excited  among  the  Parisians  a 
feeling  of  hatsed  and  contempt.  It  must  be  owned, 
also,  that  though  the  abstract  motive  was  excellent, 
there  was  little  wisdom  in  attempting  to  bring  back 
the  nation  to  all  those  mummeries  of  popish  ceremo- 
nial,  which,  long  before  the  Revolution,  only  subsist- 
ed through  inveterate  custom,  having  lost  all  influ* 
ence  on  the  public  mind. 
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ThW  geii€^  deling  if$»  inatem^  by  fplrticihr 
eyexkts,    AUurpung  Hub^  took  pUce,  xm  ihe  mik' 
je<»  of  enforcing  ^  r«l^  unworthy  of  CJbiistitabgr 
and  civilization,  by  wbi&h  t)ieMical  peifofcokers  foe 
decliured  in  a  constant  «tal]e  of  €X0<WMniu4cati(m. 
Tlie  i^  pf  8^tura  bwig  x^AMd  lo  Madentoi- 
8^  }^fK(cotir»  an  ^n^^flA,  l]|«it  a  f^r8#i  «f  daeeot 
cbar^Q^  «d  nwak,  ocQiM^oned  a  a^fm^  of  mmr- 
tldf^%  ^<^  <)pi]9t»eUk4  ^9m  the  g^mmw^  m 
c«d^  for  int(&«Bg  ^  ^th  (ha  wual  %  ma. 
Tl«{  ^<3fle<4iig  pf  tfef  wp?»  *«gMMr  lob^ 
Ijl^  gB|i^t^>  »  order  warf9UA<iad  l4ii(e  fafr^religiQli  and 
go0d  inora^  gave  al^  grclit  9#*fsi|ce  fei^  tthe  inhaU- 
ffLi^  (^fflik^  iC^iital.    The  ^mf^  obfi^fljui^  fj^!ftHr»^ 
fid  for  th^  ^th  qf  ^ouis  XVI.  and  bi»  mi&rtuoat^ 
^ueen,  when  their  re^oiains  werp  transferred  fram* 
their  hasty  grave  to  the  roy^  maji^oi^iip)  at  Saio^ 
Pc^^r^a  frf lorn^  actiq^,  fnd  conpfiot^  wi;!^  the 
Ipr^s  c^  tbp  Q^thpiic  Churc^,-rwf^  f^  g^Wtt«ed 
to  the  ^ii^g's  jprgudiqe,  a*  if,  by  Jife^  j^opcHirl^itP 
th^e  ipoor  reUcs,  he  J^  int^ded  U>  QMM^k  hip  b^r/^d 
of  the  R^vojbtion,  and  his  j!^colte<*oU  of  ^  it^- 
rie$  ^  .^ad  fv^^^ned  &(m  it.     §<a99  )¥>«ou|n«  aijd 
m^nj^99  bestowed  qn  th^  fe.F  §»?viving  <jhk&  of  J^ 
Vepdef  yere  eqiially  t^e  subj^t  of  »aif*j^«»iaW*icrt. 
In  shyi^t,  wl^atever  L^iwf  XVHI.  did*  l^hi$h  ^)ftd 
the  least  ^peapanc^x)f  gr^ifyiisg  tbo^  ifit^p^hadlppt 
all  fqr  hi^  'sak^,  ifas  afWPUnj^  ^  ft^t  of  twaftwi 
against  freedom  and  the  princip^e^  pf  |;]^q  Keyolntj^. 
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itont  «f  Ike  tsirotnn^ianccs  ire  iunre  mHicMl  hlrf» 
bovenm,  ao  «iaeli  offebt  nqMA  tltt  paUi^  feiluiig  at 
the  fear  which  prevaikd^  AM  JJovis  m  im  vemmm* 
t^  'for  idigbn  tod  its  memtoa,  nd^  be  kd  to 
fiNm  ^m^  i^beme  <tf  feswBtan^  the.  ckorx^  littidi» 
^fti&bi  jntviDg  bete  OMdiadit^  by  tbcde(mts  of  ito 
IliMmifl  AsaeiMj^  wiait'now lyom^^  \jf  »  bast  dT 
|te|Q^fi*(»>,  %bd  yatcbod^Til^b  V^g^ntgealo^^  w- 
t^ltiQt  ^tftfitaireft,  iFbJueh  ifa^  A»ri^  siigbt  «ul  in 
]imMaQ(|>tMiiipf^di0ir^t>ei^.  Iiiipnld«itt^at8t»«dd^ 
^  «i»  4)^  di^rii^t  tiid  pmUm^f^  -|qr  dtmtiiWattiwif 
ipwM  tb9ie  ^0  bidd  cbiirdk  lmf|«,  ^ufl  by  Mhs^ 
11^  jk0[  >gAtt(  tiM«»  ^bodutioD  walm  they  tolub 
DefitUptHm  or  ^oa^f^ss$B&<m  for  tbeob      Tbis  dis- 
trnailt  ^edd  l(»r  'wid«r  dm  vsumg  ibe  actual  xfar6« 
(riofcom  ^  nfttiooal  ddroams.     For  ff  these  wero 
lfchr^^«ft^ied  with  ra^mptioii  of  the  property  they 
h^  aeqtdred  under  authority  of  the  eidslSng  gonrei»- 
^ea^t  for  1^  titoe,  it  was  i»o»t  prbhaUe  tbiU;  the  di^ 
yi#e  right  Of  the  el^gy  to  a  tUbe  of  ibc  p^odui^  of 
the  e^th  might  next  h«^e  been  Immght  ibr^ard,**- 
^  <laim  mtolving  the  inlcrest  of  every  landholder 
jfmi  farmor  in  ^^iance-toAdfgriae  abn(at  incakn- 

It  "is  plain,  firon  ^bsit  «e  b«re  stated,  that  the 
Boyalist  paisty.^bel;!}^  lay  or  clerical,  were  so  little 
in  a  condition  tP  be  effectOally  semceahle  to  the 
^ing  in  the  eym^  df  » struggle,  thilt  w4iiletbeir  ad- 
herence and  their  sufferings  claimed  his  attachment  ^ 
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and  gratitude,  every  marie  which  he  afforded  th^ 
of  those,  feelings  was  calculated  to  render  his  govern*' 
ment  suspected  and  unpopular. 

Whilst  the  Royalists  rather  sapped  and  encumber-^ 
ed  than  supported  the  throne  to  which  they  adhered, 
thmr  errors  were  parefiilly  pointed  out,  circulated, 
and  exaggerated,  by  the  Jacobin,  or,  as  they  called 
themselves,  the  Patriotic  party.  This  fSu^on,  small 
in  numbers,  but  formidaUe  from  thdr  audadty,  their 
union,  and  the  dreadfid  recollection  of  their  fimne^ 
power  and  principles,  consisted  of  ex-generals,  whose 
laurels  had  fiided  with  the  republic  ;  ex-ministera 
and  iiinctionaries,  whose  appointaents  and  influence 
had  not  survived  the  downfall  of  the  Directory  ;  meif 
of  letters,  who  hoped  again  to  rule  the«tate  by  means 
of  proclamations  and  journals ;  and  philosophers,  to 
whose  vanity  or  enthusiasm  abstract  principles  of 
unattainable  liberty,  and  undesirable  equality^  were 
dearer  than  all  the  oceans  of  blood,  and  extent  of 
guilt  and  misery,  which  they  had  already  cost,  and 
were  likely  again  to  occasion.  It  cannot  be  denied, 
thatj  in  the  discussion  of  the  original  rights  of  huv 
manity,  and  constitutions  of  society,  several  of  this 
party  shewed  distinguished  talent,  and  that  their  la- 
bours were  calculated  to  keep  up  a  general  love  of 
liberty,  and  to  promote  inquiry  into  the  principles 
upon  which  it  is  founded.  Unfortunately,  however, 
their  theoretical  labours  in  framing  constitutions  di- 
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verted  iheir  attention  ^m  the  Essential  points  of. 
government,  to  its  mere  external  form,  and  led  them, 
for  example,  to  prefer  a  republic,  where  eVery  spe- ; 
cieg  of  violence  was  practised  by  the  little  dictator  > 
of  the  day,  to  a  limited  monarchy,  under  which  life, 
person,  and  property,  were  protected.    The  chiefs  of 
this  party  were  men  of  that  presumptuous  and  un*' 
doubting  clasS)  who,  after  having  failed  repeatedly 
in  political  experiments,  were  as  ready  alt  ever  again . 
to  undertake  them,  with  the  same  unhesitating  and: 
sdf^ceptive  confidence  of  succe«^.  They  were  never 
satisfied  even  with  what  they  themselves  had  done  ; 
for  as  there  is  no  end  of  aiming  at  an  ideal  perfec** 
tion  in  any  human  establishment,  they  proceededr 
with  alterations  on  their  own  work,  as  if  what  Butler 
says  of  religion  had  been  true  in  politics,  and  that  a^ 
fbrm  of  government  ? 

was  Intended 
For  nothing  else  but  to  be  mended. 

Danger  did  not  appal  the  sages  of  this  school.  Many 
of  them  had  been  familiar  with,  and  hitrdened  to  the 
perils  of  the  most  desperate  revolutionary  intrigues, 
by  their  familiar  acquaintance  ^ith  the  springs  which 
set  each  in  motion,  and  were  ready  to  recommenced 
their  desperate  labours  with  as  little  forethought  as 
belongs  to  the  labourers  in  a  powder  milt,  which  had 
exploded  ten  times  during  their  remembrance,  and 
destroyed  the  ^eater  number  of  their  comrades.  Iik 
the  character  of  these  self- entitled  philosophers  and 
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Imsy  agicftton,  runhy  m  wM  hs  egotwm  W€velea&]^ 
priMtpkt.  The  one  €puahty  persosdM  Otem,  ^it 
thcj  migki  bt  able,  by  dint  of  maMfement,  to  meft 
datfger  from  themerdves ;  attd  ike  odMnr  rendtml 
then  ifidiiFcTeHt  rospecting  the  safety  of  otWn. 

Ikirmg  the  goirenmiMiit  of  Baoni^«r«e,  Ais  }aco- 
bwical  pafty  was  yepresaed  by  a  stvoiig  Itand.  He 
knew,  by  aperiance  of  erary  sort,  their  lestlaaa,  i». 
trigaing,aAddangero«Kdi^poaition»  Tbey^dsolm^ta 
mi  fiived  Ida  aircngdi,  aoul  faia  imaeatipaioiia Haafof 
it.  TfatTiettiVM<^tWBoa]4K)»cailadtliaiaiaitelS^ 
like  the  aim  which  thawa  the  iioaan  adder ;  but  it 
was  only  to  ahow  how  they  hatred  the  beama  windi 
lenTed  then^  The  Bourbon  dytiaaoy',  widi  att  At^ 
tmmisfymmeeB  it  combii^,  aeemed  to  thia  ^doi» 
the  veiy  opposite  to  ^eir  favourite  (rcffohrtoon^  and 
they  studied  with  malignant  assidtuiy  the  degree  of 
Hberty  afforded  by  the  actional  charter,  not  in  order 
to  defend  or  to  enjoy  it,  but  to  discover  how  it  might 
be  oMde  tb4  v^at^ge-growid  'to  ovf  itbr^iiaDg  bqdi 
"^  tkitme  Mud  th^  cottstumi<in. 

Catnot  mi^  Feoohe,  focmidi^le  naiaes^  t^iad  ae«flK 
lutiomsts  iirom  tboix  ]^ooth  upfward,  mtii  t^e  oftten* 
^ble  lead«r9  of  this  active  party,  m4  yi^t^of  tb^ 
aurviving  revolutioliisti  tvUlied  4iA4er -tb^ir  i|tiM¥b- 
iirds^  TheS^  agitators  ha4  peaerved  nom^  isAk^ 
finee  ovei  tbe  lee^  of  the  ]^ecf}e^  and  w^ri  siu^  to 
%lBkA  Ibis  mi^apf  Of  augmwbing  k  in  tbe  «aoi»eDl 
Hf  popidar  coisfno^.    The  libUe  of  a  gKent'  towll 
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idv^reigitty  of  ^  pQffdk  «b#ir  sc^&q  ^f  pov^^ 

|«  m  updn  tibii^  itQVimomiid  and  €<»rrufilad  imba  ^ 
4^  p<»g^»ixi  dinl  Alt  ^pq^u»«ttUl  ^ijl^aofdi^w  «f 
Him  S^ti^i^m  Im^  4w^  fa^^cised  i;^«jbmi64 
4ri(m.  Of  kUe,  hfiwev^y  %k»  iotorcottrw  Wlwften  die 
philo9<q[4i«M  of  Ae  Re¥okui(in  and  Uu»  class  ^  apt 
4pd  dpcik  a^bobiw  bfid  been  €<MQMder#bly  intenupt- 
•d.  B4ii9Mp«r(i%  a^  w«  hMe  Untedy  lefltraia^ 
ift  fitrmpg  baad  tbe  t^aebera  of  tbe  ReTokitioiiary 
#(^1^1 ;  wbiil^  l^  tbe  edat  of  bis  vi^^tories.  Ins  b^r- 
gm^.  ^^nd  bi#  ^a^faptsive  i^ndettaJdngs,  in  wbicb 
faapy  wwknui^  w0re  empl^j^ad,  }re  debauched  from 
ll^^i  gpeal  piMNij  af  tb^  popular  disciples,  wbo  mMj 
bte  saijd^  vifb  tM  ineonsequience  and  mutability  be- 
longH^  to  tbeir  babtts,  principles^  and  tender,  ta 
h^v^  ^im^  il9)peii,slist^,  witbout  losii^  tbeir  i^^ 
p^]  ^ptiti^  ta  become  Jacobins  ^ain  on  tb^  i^gU 
tem|^ting  cff^art^inity. 

Tbe  ps^ty  of  In^pe^jlalists,  or  Bito&aparti|t&,  if  we 
l^  tbe  ^u^j  out  of  Tiew,  was  smaU  and  unin^i:'- 
tfuit.  Tbe  pHbUe  functionates,  wbom  tbe  Kii^  had  ^ 
di«splaced  &^mxi  tbe  situations  of  emolument  wbidi 
t]iey  kd4  under  tbo  Emperor,— courliers,  prefect^ 
<:<ffl>n4BBloiicrSj>  cllfi^iu»d<ymwiW^~vb<>seyK^- 
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sent  means  and  future  luqies  were  cut  off,  w«:e  <tf 
course  disoUiged  and  discontented  men,  .wlio  looked 
with  a  languishing  eye  towards  the  idand  of  EUm. 
The  immediate  family  oimEiexions,  favourites,  and  mi- 
nister§  of  the  late  Empercnr,  confident  in  the  wealth 
which  most  of  them  had  acquired,  and  resenting  the 
insignificance  to  which  they  were  reduced  by  the  re- 
storation of  the  Bourbons,  lent  to  this  party  the  acti- 
vity which  money,  and  the  habit  of  political  intrigue, 
can  at  all  times  communicate.  But  the  real  and  tre^ 
mendous  strength  of  the  Buonapartists  lay  in  the  at- 
^  tachment  of  the  existing  army  to  itsabdicated  general. 
This  was  the  more  formidable,  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  times,  and  the  prevailing  military  character  of 
the  Trench  nation,  had  raised  ^e  soldiers  from  their 
proper  and  natural  character  of  servants  of  the  state, 
into  a  distinct  deliberative  body,  having  interests  of 
their  own,  which  were  in  their  nature  incompatible 
with  those  of  the  commonwealth  ;  since  the  very  pro- 
fession of  arms  implies  an  aptitude  to  a  state  of  war, 
which,  to  all  other  ranks  in  the  state,'the  army  it- 
self excepted,  may  indeed  be  a  necessary  and  un^- 
avoidable  evil,  but  never  can  be  a  real  advantage.  - 
The  King  could  not  be  accused  of  neglecting  to 
cultivate  the  afiections,  soothe  the  prejudices,  and 
gratify  the  wishes  of  the  army.      The  fact  is,  that 
the  unprec^ented  difficulties  of  his  situation  folrced 
him  to  study  how  to  manage  by  flattery,  and  by.th^ 
most  imprude^it  indulgences  and  favours,  the  only 
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part  of  his  subjects,  who,  according  to  the  ndes  of 
all  well-goyemed  states,  ought  to  be  subjected  to  ab- 
solute authority^  Every  effi>rt  was  made  to  gratify 
the  feelings  of  the  troops,  and  the  utniost  exertions 
were  knade  to  remount,  re-establish,  and  re-dothe 
them.  Their  ranks  were  augmented  by  upwards  of 
150,000  prisoners  of  war,  whose  minds  were  in  ge- 
iieral  actuated  by  the  desire  of  avenging  the  disho- 
notur  and  hardship  of  their  defeat  and  Captivity, 
and  whose  presence  greatly  increiE^sed  the  discontent 
as  well  as  the  strength  of  the  French  army. 

*  While  the  King  cultivated  the  affections  of  th^ 
common  soldiers  with  very  imperfect  success,  he  was 
more  fortunate  in  attaching  to  himself  the  Mares- 
chals,  whom  he  treated  with  the  utmost  respect  and 
kindness.  They  were  gratified  by  his  attentiims,  and, 
having  most  of  them  some  recent  reason  to  complain 
of  Napoleon,  it  is  possible,  that  had  they  possessed 
absolute,  or  even  very  extensive  interest  with  the 
army,  that  disturbance  in  the  stat^  of  the  nation 
which  ensued,  could  not  possibly  have  taken  places 
But  while  Napoleon  had  preserved  towards  the  Ma* 
reschals  the  distance  at  which  a  sovereign  keeps  sub* 
jects,  he  was  often  familiar  with  the  inferior  officers 
and  soldiers,  and  took  care  to  keep  himself  in  their 
eye,  and  occupy  their  attention  personally.  He  de^ 
sired  that  his  generals  should  resemble  the  hilt  of 
the  sword,  whidi  may  be  changed  at  pleasure,  while 
the  army  was  the  blade  it»df,  and  retamed  the  same 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Seo  LtFAOr 


fom  »nppmrkd»  k  llMipyiir'i  boMkiw  alLaMa^ 
wnnfi  tjj  hii  faiititiiiij 

FrtlNb  may  ihoqtthiWft  btw  tiliitdipil  %9» )?  apclMg^ 
Th^  muUL  not  be  siiffia^'  to  fyfjg^  tbf^lMR  «r 
Mir  of  ««cce80  wbiifr  thi^  lad  pw»iMi  lOMie?  hit 

of  their  BrofHtrwr'a  imtei^ipgaMqpMgBSt  Atp«Bfl9iMb« 
illf f  fovAeived  th«  Kiiif .  proposed  fo  v0diioo  t)ieir 
liwnhtr»  go  soon:  Mbooould  with  safety^  axid  im^n^ 
cd  dwir  T^  eawMiQO  waa  about  tc^  bo  at  9t«ke« 

J^or  «aa  ^  oi^  tbo  telfisb  wttiertp  of  tbe  msff 
tibish y»ttdaycd tbgro  dfecoatMUed^  Tbe  seoaoofbt^ 
iNMl7^«ait  vaa  eiiUedvOc  i^atbmr  thoraiitj  of  militaqr 
twfmmtency  aiiil  bMq««A  aggFaiidiseiiici«it,b«d.  boqn  im* 
vfkeAhfVmmif^m  m^  aU  QlA9sf»&  of  hi^  Kulqoalm 
tbougji  tbey  woio  chkfljF  chf iwInA  fay  bin  coini^.. 
mam  itt  arapft*  Acooip&o^  to  tbcM  c^nioo^tba  f^jp 
of  France^  I^A  liaitft  wULSvooaparl^,  and  wqI^  wiA 
IWk  &r  e^r »  9oty  ^»  tbdy  foii%  coateod^t  tluroujid'^ 
|b»  iiqp^rior  ^eoof  tibo  e^omy,  but  t^  tbq  tc^cb^ 
of  If^inxbOQ^  wL  tba  Qtbai?  gpuwoils  wbom  Napoli^oQ 
tums^'  TUia8Q9tvnoiNkpa8«usdir(n?A  ^ 

im  Fra96%d0^l9[  9«i/8Q^;Akbl^Qf  idnu^  k ref^^j^tM 
tf^^UmiiaiiM^malg^ocy;.  a<id  il  w^  «0^  ^bo^ 
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hji4  dfN^h^  |tbe  ^f^qr^^iop.^  the  l^l<^^^  'ilinybr 
w|tf  copib^idd  vdih  (tbe  re^itFictip.p  of  FcfMnge  ?*:^tbUi 
1^  ^dept  limit»i  m^  th^t,  accottfipgly,  ,fth^  ^t^l; 
^c%  a£  M<a\sUmf  ^  iieateomlt  qf  the  )ppg4o^>  hfA 
been  tp  prder  the  stu^ender  of  upward^.of  .6^  tor- 
tresses  bey^d  the  firpntlers^  ;Wliiqh  ^iiQiiapi^y  4$ 
was  suppose49  .w<HiId  have  r^en^  tbe.p^^fuis  of  ise- 
acqoiiii^  ^he  oopquests,  of  Trhiph  rfpr^^iie  pr  ti^i^-^ 
exy  bad.fer  a  tiiBQehereftl^*  T)ie.iff^^^»d%tMhymr 
of  Ae  ^mp  affected  tp  feel  his  sh^o  in  the  n^lW^I 
4i0grace  of  losing  provinc^s,;^  w^iah  RriWe  badjM^  ^ 
t^de  save  that  of  mi^taxy  U8urp«tipp.  Tbe  bCpe  iHmt 
thergpyerninent  wo^ild  ^  h^a;^  f^sDi^m:i\»  tp  xemA* 
gjier  Belgiupn,  so  conve|[^4^||t}&r:F|^9a09taii^aHhiiA» 
m  they  cpi^^e^^ed,  f^  wit^jn  her  nm^^al  Jbmndblr 
ritts,  sery^jfor  a^tiHie  tP:^Miml?at.thi^  fe«UngP ;  hvtt 
when  it  .>ras;p6rceiYed  plaiQly,,thAt  the  gov^moMB^ 
pf  Eiancc  neither  could  nor  iKpul^ong^geifi  $sit^r 
ml  war^  for  tibis  or  ^y  pther  object^  :tbpjdJscQQt(ntf 
of  the  ^rmy  becan^  universal,  2^  tbey.ipigbt  ib^ 
pronounced  ripe  for  any .  de^pen^ .  ent^^ri^* 
Ai^ong  the  sfddi^s,  the  l^te  Ipipeml  j€ri:^rds 
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were  difithtguished  for  their  suUen  enmity  to  the  heir 
order  of  things,  and  deemed  themselTes  insnlted  at 
die  goard  of  the  Singes  person  b^g- committed  to  ar 
body  of  hoQseboId  troops,  selected  as  approred  toy*- 
Msts.  The  army  were  also  much  disgusted,  that  the 
decorations  of  the  Legion  of  Honour  had  been  distri- 
buted with  a  provision,  which  seemed  intended  todr- 
minish  its  value.  But  the  course  ofpromotion  was  the 
deepest  source  of  discontent.  ThePrincesoftheBloocI 
Royal  had  been  early  declared  Colonels  General  by- 
the  King ;  and  the  army  soon  discovered,  or  suppo- 
sed they  discovered,  that  under  their  auspices  the 
superior  ranks  of  the  army  were  li&ely  to  befilted  by 
the  emigrant  nobility,  whose  military  service  was  con^ 
sidered  as  having  been  continued',  while  they  were 
ui  attendance  upon  the  King  during  his  exite.  The 
most  indecent  competition  was  thus  excited  between 
those  whose  daims  were  founded  on  their  devoted  at- 
tachment to  the  House  of  Bourbon,  and  those  who 
had  home  arms  against  that  family,  but  still  in  the 
service  of  France.  The  truth  is,  that  the  derange- 
ment of  the  finances,  and  the  jealousy  of  the  minis- 
ters, each  of  whom  claimed  the  exclusive  patronage 
of  his  own  department,  left  the  King  no  means  so 
ready  for  ctischarging  his  debts  of  gratitude,  and  af^ 
fording  the  means  of  subsistence  to  his  ancient  friends 
and  adherents,  as  by  providing  for  them  in  the  army. 
The  measure,  though  perhaps  unavoidable,  was  in 
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mmy  respects  tmdesirable.  Old  men,  ptst  the  age 
of  services  or  young  men  who  had  nerer  known  it^ 
were,  in  virtue  of  these  chums,  phced  in  situations, 
to  which  the  actual  warriors  concdived  ihejr  had 
bought  a  title  by  their  laurels  and  their  scars.  Tht 
aj^earance  of  the  si^rannuated  emigrants,  who 
were  thus  promoted  to  (Situations  ill-suiled  to  age 
and  is^rmity^  raised  the  ridicule  and  contempt  of 
Buomqiarte^s  soldiers,  while  the  patrician  haoghtt* 
ness,  and  youthM  presumption,  of  the  younger  no- 
bles, excited  their  indignaticm.  The  agents  and 
firiends  of  Buonaparte  suffered  not  these  passions  to 
cooL  **  There  is  a  plot  of  the  royalists  agaiiMt  you," 
was  incessantly  repeated  to  the  r^^iments,  npoa 
which  these  new  officers  were  imposed.  ^^  The  Bour^ 
hfms  cannot  think  themselves  safe  while  those  who 
shared  the  triumphs  of  Napoleon  have  eiAer  honour 
or  existence.  Your  ranks  are  subjected  to  the  com- 
mand of  dotards,  who  have  never  drawn  a  sw(»rd  in 
battle,  or  who  have  served  only  in  the  emigrant  bands 
of  Conde^  or  atnong  the  insui'g^it  Chouans  and  Vta- 
deans.  What  security  have  you  against  bang  dis- 
banded on  a  day^s  notice  ?  And  if  the  obligations  of 
the  government  to  you  bind  them,  as  it  would  seem, 
so  slightly,  will  you  consider  yours  to  them  as  <^  a 
stricter  description  ?^  Such  insinuations,  and  sudi 
reasomng,  inflamed  the  prejudices  of  the  army ;  dis- 
affection spread  genendly  through  their  ranks,  and, 
Icmg  bef<»re  the  bold  attempt  of  Napoleon,  his  former 
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ill  die  •fubufery  of  Us  piwer. 

The  iCirte  df  adnre  poHlioid  ftrtaes  in  Fnmee  ne 
hftfednttdBMnbed;  bot^  as  k  mnl,  tltt  nun  of  the 
pDl^dalien  w«w  Mnwfrfmt  indiflfaant  to  lliw 

vinte  Ifffe  «o  Ae  people  at  lajqge  irlMit  die  Hindi  ne  to 
fhe^occain.  Tknt  tr bidi  ptedominiites fe  file  tfane, 
filHt  die  tUe  in  ilBoiito  direction;  die  next  dqr  k  is 
Iwnihid,  nad  die  iNives  are  under  a  dillfcieHiiiifloenee> 
The  ipOGpie  c»f  Fiance  at  laage  were  w^nmt  to  die 
lUpiAKeanSy  or  JaoobiiB.  Tliey  ntomed  too  awfiil 
an  'iay awion  of  the  hoktore  of  the  tyrmmj  enevd- 
lei  <by  diese  political  latuOxcs,  to  Tegand  themothor- 
me^tban  with  terror.  They  were  as  little  Biw- 
Hipartiotb ;  becanse  they  dreaded  die  retdess  temper 
efhbn  who ^g»we'ii«ne>to  this  fcodra,  and««vduu 
idifle  he  WfliB  «t  die  licad  <if  die -French  fovennnent, 
'th6tttitteofim»*nmstfoepetpetuaL  They  could  not 
"he  termed  Rc^ndists,  for  diey  eomp^diended  many 
tiHh  whom  the  name  <tf  Bouiiion  had  lost  its  cbai«»; 
ittda  very  hirge  proportion  ofthe  eotmtry  had^tteir 
^firirMtte  isnd  prospeiky  so  intfmately  oonnacMl'atth 
^dle  Itevohitloto,  ditft  diey  iperenotdn^eted^topflf- 
V(M^ito!f  4s6MUmJb6^  10  the  re-iMiaWshffltttt  itIF  the 
hftfdhiU^y  ^  lis  mcUM  itiotiiig. 

VffcMdHheSrhtole,  dife:chl6s^Pk«aMlllife0,fwhoFa^ 
iMe'^^idM  'moderates  ^r  OonsthuiioMifiBtas  ^md  wtbo 
mitUAt^^ho'pm  btdk^tbemiai  of  pnfper^,:i 
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nUioa  »ghl  b^  eo^sM^^  «9  (4^  gmm^  ^  ft 

ikey  dreaded  ai4  dapvcmlfid  ^}i^  <?wiPMr  if y<d^ 

wm  >fg«rd^  40  tke  o|g«^  ^  die  prlncei  ^  <b§ 
Uood,  ^  nofaUi^^  and  ^  el^rgjr-  T%^  p^Bfii^ 
<^inaiiy  of  th^  ^oastUi^Ai^utts  wm.  i^^i«t^  in  m^ 
tional  domms,  aod  ib^y  wftl«^§d  nilb  ^iil!t  iwi 
fear  every  st^  wbldi  tbe  eiB^ra«(  Mbifity  nA  fkshf 
gy  seened  ^pesed  te  lake  finr  rec^yei^  ^thwfer- 

Oa  lUa  8ubj€»t  ihe  moderate  {Murty  weie  lenMr 
^▼dy  jealous^  md  ihe  proeeediiigft  wi^h  tmk  pkoi 
in  (he  Cbamher  of  De|»itlies  threw  4tiikkg  U|^t  m 
the  state  ef  the  puWc  mmd-  We  must^  therefiNre, 
tiuni  ibtB  rrader^s  attention  in  that  dkei^on* 

A  petty  riot,  ccmeerntog  pimedeipe*  had  wtei 
in  a  duirch  caUed  Duniae>  between  the  rigagiir  q( 
die  pariah  aaid  the  *mayor  of  tibe  ounmune.  Tha 
mayor  l»eught  the  alfi^r  b^&re  i3b^  Chaia^bar  of  Di^ 
puMs  by  a  violent  petition,  in  whiah  he  gewwaliaci 
his  complaint  against  the  tfarie  fooify  of  eliiiginits» 
whom  he  aoensed  of  dMriag  to  fiace  i^ms^ves 
above  the  eon^limted  au^or^^i  aod  (o  ^^  Fimm» 
as  a  conquered  oowt^*    The  Cfao«iber>  9CN;h  Mo^ 
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irember  1 81 4,  tieated  the  Umgoage  of  die  petUkm  m 
cahnmuoiM,  and  the  squabUe  as  unworthy  of  dieir 
notice.  But  the  debate  called  fbvdi  expressions  whiA 
intimated  a  snqpicion  that  there  existed  a  daik  and 
secret  system,  which  tended  to  sow  the  seecb  of  dis- 
eord  and  anarchy  among  the  dtisens,  and  to  resusci- 
tate pretensions  incompatible  with  the  laws.  ^*  It 
was,^  said  the  member  who  madethis  statement,  ^*  im- 
portmt  to  unpress  every  d«»  cS  Frenchman  with  the 
great  idea,  that  there  was  no  safety  for  France,  for 
die  King,  ftr  erery  member  of  society,  hot  in  the 
maintoianceof  diose  conirtitiitionalprincipleson  whidi 
were  founded  the  laws  for  protecting  the  whole.^ 

The  claim3  of  the  emigrants  for  restoration  of 
their  forfeited  property,  were,  abstractedly,  as  just 
and  indubitable  as  that  cS  die  King  to  die  throne. 
But  die  political  omsideradons  in  whidi  diey  were 
involved,  rendered  any  general  attempt  to  enforce 
diose  claims  the  sure  signal  of  civil  war ;  a  civil 
war  almost  certain  to  end  in  a  second  expatriation, 
botfi  of  the  royal  family  and  their  foUowers*  In  this 
dilemma,  government  seems  to  have  looked  anxious* 
\y  for  some  means  of  comtHromile  which  mi^t  af- 
ford relief  to  die  emigrimts,  widiout  innovating  an 
lliat  avdcle  of  the  charter  whidi  ratified  the  sale  of 
national  domains*  Monsieur  Farrand  brought  for- 
ward in  the  Chamber  of  Dd^;ates,  a  motion  for  the 
restmration  of  sudi  estates  of  emigrants  as  yet  re- 
mained unsold.  But  this  involved  a  question.  respect- 
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mg  jthe  rigkts  of  tketnucfa  more  numerous  dass  whose 
property  bad  been  seiced  upon  by  the  state^  and  dis- 
posed of  to  third  parties,  to  whom  it  was  guaran- 
teed by  the  charter.  Since  these  gentlemen  4xmld 
not  be  restiured  eajure,  to  their  estates,  as  was  pro- 
posed towards  their  more  fortunate  brethren,  they 
had  at  least  a  title  U>  the  price  which  had  been  sur* 
rogated  in  place  of  the  property,  (^  which  price  the 
nation  had  .still  possession. 

These  pri^osals  called  forward  Monsieur  Dor- 
bach,  who  chaq^  Ferrand  with  the  fatal  purpose 
of  opening  the  door  on  the  vast  subrject  <^  nati<mal 
domains.  ^'  Already,'*^  continued  the  orator,  <^  the 
two  extremities  of  the  kingdom  have  resounded  with 
the  words  of  the  minister,  as  with  the  claps  which 
precede  the  thunderbolt.  The  effi^ct  which  they 
have  produced  has  been  so  rapid  and  so  general,  tiiat 
all  civil  transactbns  have  been  at  once  suc^nded. 
A  general  distrust  and  excessive  fear  have  caused  a 
stagitation,  the  effects  of  which  even  the  royal  trea- 
sury has  felt.  The  proprietors  of  national  propirty 
can  no  longer  sell  or  mortgage  their  estates.  They 
are  suddenly  reduced  to  poverty  in  the  very  bosom  of 
wealth.  Whence  arises  this  calamity  ?  The  cause 
pf  it  is  the  declaration  of  the  minister,  that  the  pro- 
perty they  possess  does  not  legally  belong  to  them. 
For  this  is,  in  fact,  .the  consequence  of  his  assertion^ 
that '^ the  law  recognises  in  the  emigrants  a  right  to 
p;rejperty  which  always  existed^' '' 
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lihe  celdblr«ted  HAfMchal  M acdonald^  a  fm»i 
ai  01^^  Of  ttMuffCirf  ioa  fr^mbM,  of  Frsnce  ttMlifac 
BmMMxh^^  tmderiook  to'  utit^  Mrwftrd  ii  jtiaii  fiir  stf* 
tSs^^  f be  emigrattlt^'y  a«  ftt^  as  the  6oiidkbn  tiff  Ae 
ilMi6if  pll^rniitled ;  AM  ^tvitig,  dt  iht  &ime  ftitxey  totte 
iMthaAif  for  ihe  pdid<ms  asrignted  by  BaoHapttm 
txfK^^eietttii  soUfe^,  ^Mch»  dtfarit^  hi^rri^y  hsA 
hien  pad  thm  cot^tri^  b^dnd  tb^  yetg^  ijt  Frshtb^ 
until  after  the  retreat  firom  Moscow,  When  tiiey  c^taed 
td  be  pdd  Id  S.  Tbe  Marescbal's  statenieitt  of  the 
etMxi  if  the  ^e  of  the  natiomtl  dolnahits,  Bfaows 
ht^  fbrkaBbble  ih€  task  of  unddng  ifaat  ^tensive 
trimsference  of  ^opcrty  mtist  necessarily  have  beeii ; 
tM  ntmiber  of  persons  direetly  ot  indirectly  inte- 
i^^jtted  iti  the  questi6n  of  their  security,  ainount- 
l&g  to  titi^  or  tdi  millions.  <^  Agamst  this  Co- 
Uilki^Sy^  edhtinued  the  Marescbal,  ^^  whose  hd^t  the 
ejre  diiitiot  meiaiut^,  some  imjitotelit  efibrts  would  itf- 
ftci  tb  ditect  themselves ;  bat  the  wiftdom  of  the  Kbg 
fate  fbr^seto  tMs  danger,  even  for  the  sake  of  those  iin- 
{ftiidetit  peri^ni^  Who  might  have  ex|K>8ed  themselves 
t6  it.*'  Hi^  proceeded,  in  a  very  eloquent  striun,  to 
M6^t^  thJb  cotidtict  of  the  emigrants,  to  e^tpress 
r^i^ii^t  ibr  th^br  persons,  eompas&ion  for  their  mis- 
fUrttih^d,  bdHour  for  their  fiddity,  and  proceeded  to 
oltecHe,  that  thfe  exist^ee  of  thfese  old  proprietors, 
a^  haviiig  elaims  on  the  estiltes  which  had  been  ac- 
ctttir^  by  others,  placed  them  in  a  situation  which 
ought  not  to  exist.     lie  therefore  proposed  that  the 
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Bitawfr  ahooktfatkfy  the  ckana  of  these  unferttaaie 
gnAmmif  if  not  m  liiUy  at  lesst  wpwa  flveh  tttim 
of  eoifipotttiMi  as  had  betv  apj^ied  to  other  natiomt 
oWgataolik  XJjNm  tbk  foetiog^  he  calcubted  Am 
ati  alniuiqr  of  twohre  millioni  of  Kvres  yeirlj^  wOttUI 
pajr  offdi^  chimft  of  the  Tavious  emigraiits  of  all  de- 
scrqitioBs^r  He  next  drew  a  pioture  of  th«  distresMd 
Tcterai  solditis ;  penskmsra  of  the  slate  who  had 
bees  redtto^  io  distress  by  the  Ascontiimaiiee  of  their 
pennofts^  faoogbt  with  their  blood  is  a  thousand  bat- 
tles* Three  milhoBS  more  of  lirres  he  oiHiipated  as 
seoeatory  to  disiohw^  this  sacred  obltgatioii. 

There  was  wisdom^  manliness,  and  g^ierosity  in 
th^  plan  of  Maresobal  Macdonald ;  and^  coold  it  have 
been  elurried  into  decinve  execntioD^  it  would  have 
{(reatiy  appeased  the  fears  and  jealousies  of  the  pro- 
pndten  of  national  domains,  aad  shown  an  impar- 
tiality betwixt  the  daims  of  the  emigrants  and  those 
of  the  arfaiy,  wKch  ought  to  haVe  conciliated  boA. 
iJnhiqypily,  fandi^  were  awanting,  and  the  royal  go-' 
vemmenti  so  far  irou  being  able  to  incur  a  ne#  ex- 
pense of  fifteen  millions  yearly,  was  not  Uk  a  condi- 
tion to  discharge  the  various  demands  upon  them, 
without  eontinoing  the  oppressive  tax  of  Les  ^hoiis 
reunis4 

It  is,  ii^eed,  on  the  subject  of  finance  and  taxa- 
tion, that  simoit  aU  revoIuti<ms  aaiong  civilized 
nattmis  have  been  fbund  to  hinge ;  imd  there  is  scarce 
^^y  j«^ing  how  l6ng  actual  oppression  may  be  en- 
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I  loog  as  it  gpwpg  the  purse  of  iadiTkbnds, 
or  hovr  earlj  a  heavy  tax,  eren  for  the  most  neeesnry 
ofafoets,  will  excite  kisiirreetioii.  WkhovttliehesTy 
taxstiMi  of  the  ^aniards,  the  Ihndi  woiddaeaEoefy 
have  rebdled  against  then ;  it  was  inposta  lAkb 
fired  the  blood  of  the  Swiss  aj^mist  Ae  Anstrians  ; 
without  the  staaqi^act  the  Asierican  Bevohrtiaa 
luyht  have  beee  hmg  postponed  ;  and  fairt  tar  the 
disordar  of  the  Freneh  finances,  Louis  XVI.  need 
never  have  sBninu>ned  togeUier  the  National  Assem- 
bly. France  was  now  again  agitated  by  cue  of  those 
fever  fits,  which  arise  finom  the  senativeness  of  the. 
snbject^s  purse. 

A  report  on  the  state  of  the  puUic  finances,  by 
the  Abbe  de  Montesquieu,  had  given  a  sii^hr  in- 
stance of  Bucmaparte^s  deceptive  policy.  Annual 
eiqpositi<His  of  national  receipt  and  expendkuze  had 
been  pmodically  published  since  he  assumed  ike 
rems  of  government,  which  were,  to  outward  appear- 
ance, unduJlengeaUy  accurate ;  and,  as  they  seemed 
to  balance  each  other,  afforded  the  £iir  prospect  that, 
the  revenoes  of  the  state  being  lealircd,  die  ex- 
penses could  not  fifdl  into  arrear.  But  in  reality,  a 
number  of  extrsiCNrdinary  expenses  were  withheld 
from  the  view  of  the  public,  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  [nroduce  of  the  taxes  was  over-eitfinuited. 
Thus  the  two  budgets  of  1812  and  1813,  iqion  close 
examination,  exhibited  a  deficit  of  upwards  of  Aree 
hundred  and  twelve  millions  of  livres,  or  thirteen 
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nilikms  sterihig.  Buonapttrte  was  not  ignonoatof 
diis  fact,  bat  concealed  it  irom  the  ejes  of  tl»  ]»• 
tton,  in  hopes  of  rqdacing  it,  as  in  his  more  success^ 
fill  days,  by  foreign  tribute,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
supplied  himself  by  the  anticipation  of  other  fiinds ; 
as  an  nnftuthful  bo<dc-keeper  makes  up  a  jdausibfe 
balance  to  meet  ^e  eye  of  his  master,  and  covart  bia 
p^adations  by  his  dexterity  in  the  use  of  ciphers* 
Upon  the  whole,  the  debts  of  France  appeared  to 
have  increased  in  the  course  of  thirteen  y^urs  to  Ae 
€»Ltent  of  1,645,4^,000  francs,  or  more  than  six^^ 
eight  millions  and  a  half  of  sterling  money. 

These  financial  involvements  accorded  ill  with  the 
accomplishment  of  ah  unfortunate  and  hasty  pro* 
mise  of  Monsieur,  that  the  severe  and  pressing  taxes 
called  les  droits  reimis  should  be  abolished,  whidt 
had  been  made  when  he  first  entered  France,  and 
while,  betwixt  hope  and  despair,  be  essayed  every 
inducement  for  the  purpose,  of  drawing  adherents  to 
the  royal  cause.  On  the  other  hand,  the  King,  v^ 
on  ascending  the  throne,  had  engaged  himself,  with 
perhaps  too  much  latitude,  to  pay  all  the  engage- 
ments  which  the  state  had  contracted  under  the  pre- 
ceding government.  To  redeem  both  these  pledges 
was  impossible,  for  without  continuing  this  very  ob^ 
noxious  and  oppressive  tax,  the  crown  could  not  have 
the  means  of  discharging  the  national  debt.  A  plan 
was  in  vain  proposed  by  Jaldbert  to  replace  this  op- 
pressive excise  by  a  duty  on  wineis ;  the  motion  was 
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Mftncd  C»  a  ooanrifttee  •£  tfe  Chiwdbr  of  Bqm^ 
■iTMifea,  b«t  tkc  snbstitatiHi  tenas  to  ham  ban 
fiNnd  Hnpoenble.  Louis  aatnrdfty  aiade  the  pvo^ 
Busa  of  hk  brother  gire  way  to  Ua  tmn  move  4di- 
bavale  eogagraimt.  Batit  ianot  thekMtnia,dMt 
by  contiamng  to  lery  /et  draU  reunia,  flUHiy»  not 
otherwise  cHtincliBed  to  the  royal  govenuaant  d»aa 
tm  it  affected  their  puraeB,  were  enabled  to  charge 
the  King  with  breach  of  faith  towards  his  sidbjeets, 
aad  would  listen  to  no  defence  i^on  a  te^on  which 
few  pecqde  are  disposed  to  hear  reason  against  their 
own  interest. 

There  remained  yet  another  sulgect  of  alarm  and 
dread,  to  excite  the  minds  not  <mly  of  diose  who  were 
desirous  of  revolution,  or,  according  to  the  Roman 
phrase,  cupidi  novarum  rerum ;  but  of  others,  who, 
devotedly  attached  to  the  welfare  of  France,  desired 
to  see  her  enjoy,  under  the  sway  of  a  Intimate 
monarch,  the  exercise  of  national  liberty.  Th^  had 
the  misfortune  to  see  that  liberty  attacked  in  the 
point  where  it  is  most  sensitive,  namely,  by  impodng 
restraints  upon  the  puUic  press. 

Buonaparte  had  made  it  part  of  his  system  to 
keep  this  powerful  engine  in  his  own  iron  hand,  well 
aware  that  his  system  of  despotism  could  not  have 
subsisted  for  six  months,  if  his  actions  had  be«i  ex- 
posed to  the  censure  of  the  public,  and  his  statements 
to  contradiction  and  to  argument.  The  Bourbons 
having  unloosed  the  chain  by  which  the  liberty  of 
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die  fHitss  wag  coofined,  the  ^j^nil  of  lileiary  and  |ie^ 
ii&ml  -oontrovcrajr  iru«hod  out  mith  «udb  desioniacal 
^iek»ae»  «s  Mlomshed  and  ieniied  those  mho  bad 
released  it  fipomoonfinen^H.  The 'fuan^  of  fu- 
m«is  $kme  fwured  out.^^aiBSt'the  OBoi»rb(Hie,  mighl; 
have  aoiiborisrdihe  authots  to  use  the  ^fmdtaoi  C^ 

¥»u  maig]nti»  i«tgttag^,  and  my  .fr^ftt  cmH 
Is — I  know  how  to  cune. 

Eager  to  repress  the  i^irit  <iiirhicb  displayed  itsdf 
so  unequivocally,  a  motion  vas  made  on  the  4rth  of 
July^  1814,  for  establishing  a  censorship  upon  pam- 
phlets under  a  certain  length,  and  placing  all  jour- 
nals and  new^apers  under  the  direction  of  fgovem- 
ment. 

This  important  sul^ect  was  discussed  with  great 
manliness  and. talent  in  the  Assembly ;  but  it  is  one 
of  the  many  political  maxims  which  the  British  re> 
ceive  as  theorems,  that,  without  absolute  freedom  of 
the  public  press,  (to  be  exercised  always  on  the  pe- 
ril of  such  as  misuse  it,)  there  can  neither  be  en- 
Ughtened.  patriotism  nor  Ub^^  discussicm ;  and  diat, 
alAoogfa  the&rms  of  a  freeeon&tituti^i  may  be  pre- 
served where  tliis  libeisty  is  restricted,  th^y  will  won 
fail  to  have  the  neeesaary  benefi^al  efiects  in  pro- 
teeti^g  the  rights  of  theeommunity  and  the^ety 
of  individuals.  The  liberty  of  the  press  affords  a 
dbannel  through  whidi  the  injured  may  challeii^ 
his  t^qpressor  at  the  bar  of  .the  nation  ;  it  is  the 
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means  by  wbkh  puUic  men  umj^  in  caee  of  mitoM^ 
dnct,  be  arraigned  before  thmr  own  and  soeceedingr 
i^es ;  it  is  the  only  mode  in  wUch  hM  and  undio- 
guised  truth  can  press  its  way  into  the  eabbieta  of 
monarebs ;  and  it  is  the  priril^^,  by  means  of  wUA 
he,  who  vainly  lifts  his  voice  9gtmBt  the  cormp^nB 
or  prejudices  of  his  own  time,  may  leave  his  oounsda 
upon  record  as  a  legacy  to  impartial  posterity.  The 
cruelty  which  would  deafen  the  ear  and  extinguish 
the  sight  of  an  individual,  resembles,  in  some  simi- 
lar degree,  his  guilty  who,  by  restricting  the  freedom 
of  the  press,  would  reduce  a  nation  to  the  deafness 
of  prejudice  imd  the  blindness  of  ignorance.  The 
downfidl  of  this  species  of  freedom,  as  it  is  the  first 
symptom  of  the  decay  of  national  liberty,  has  been 
in  all  ages  followed  by  its  total  destruction,  and  it 
may  be  justly  pronounced  that  they  cannot  exist  se- 
parately ;  or,  as  the  elegiac  poet  has  said  of  his  hero 
and  the  country  to  which  he  belonged — 

Ille  tibi  superesse  negafc ;  tu  non  potes  illi. 

We  must  own,  at  the  same  time,  that  as  no  good 
comes  to  us  unmixed  with  evil,  the  unlimited  free- 
dom of  the  press  is  attended  with  obvious  inccmve- 
niences,  which,  when  a  nation  is  in  a  certain  i^te 
of  excitation,  r^der  the  exercise  of  it  peculiarly  dan- 
derous.  This  is  especially  the  case  when  a  peofde, 
as  then  in  France,  are  suddenly  released  from  a  state 
of  bondage,  and  disposed,  ^^  like  youthful  colts  broke 
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Idose,^  to  tSiike  the  most  extravagant  use^  of , Aeir 
Hberty.  With  minds  unprepared  for  discuBsion ; 
with  that  degree  of  political  misinformation  which 
has  dpne  tins  age  more  dire  misclnef  than  sbsoliite 
ignorance  itsitf  could  have  eflbcted;  sidbjecttabe  in- 
ftaeaced  by  the  dishing  pamphleteer,  who  soothes 
their  prevailing  passions,  as  the  (Nations  of  their  po- 
pular demagogues,  soothed  those  of  the  Athenians,-^ 
it  has  been  the  opinion  of  many  statesman,  that  to 
withhold  from  such  a  nation  the  freedom  of  the  press^ 
h  a  measui^  jnstifiad[>le  alike  by  reason  and  necessity* 
We  propmrtion,  say  these  reasoners,  liberty  to  the 
power  of  enjoying  it.  The  considerate  and  thepeace- 
All  we  soffer  to  walk  at  liberty,  and  armed,  if  thdr 
occasions  require  it ;  but  we  restrain  the  child^  we 
withhold  weapons  from  the  ruifian,  and  we  fetter  the 
maniac.  Why,  therefore,  they  ask,  should  a  nation, 
when  in  a  state  of  fever,  be  supplied,  without  restric- 
tioD,  with  the  indulgences  which  must  necessarily 
increase  the  disorder  P  Our  answer  is  ready, — that, 
granting  the  abuse  of  the  liberty  of  the  press  to  ex- 
ist in  the  most  fearfiil  latitude  (and  we  need  not  look 
to  France  far  examples),  the  advantages  derived 
from  it  are  so  inestimable,  that,  to  deprive  us  of 
them,  wo^ld  be  as  if  an  architect  should  shut  up  the 
windows  which  supply  %ht  imd  air  to  a  mansion, 
because  a  certain  proportion  of  cold,  and  perhaps  of 
rain,  may  force  then*  way  in  at  the  aperture.  Be- 
sides, we  a<^owledge  ourselves  peculiarly  jealous  of 
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ihe  aeotinumts  olibemsmhen  of  ervf  yrgnynjiif 
on  this  idic$te  wlyeei.  Tjbeir  siluii^ii  nwi<bi» 
Ihom  doobtfel  fiacBik  to  s  |Nri]rikge«  tlux^uyh  wbiA 
•kMDe  tbej  can  tie  i«iid«fed  wumdile  lo  the  puUic 
for  the  abiue  ef  thtir  pewer,  «mL  Araogh  whwh 
alio  4hejr  ofteD  toe  their  jvet  md  tevipanile  eaMT- 
dee  :of  authMrttgr  tJuKgnwl  and  ixmcamstKo^i.  To 
pnneee,  also,  the  licence  of  the  press  is,  fiv  vmay 
reasoBs,  dislaslsCal.  To  put  it  under  legulaiion, 
saoas  easy  aad  desirable,  and  ^he  haidship  on  the 
cMMmimty  ;i)ot  gteater,  <in  thek  accouiu,)  thim  :tlie 
enfordi^  «f  decent  respect  ;aBd  suh<»dinaliMi,— of 
the  sort  of  cAiquelte,  in  short,  whidli  is  estaUiAed 
in  all  courts,  and  j^bicfa  forbids  the  sabring,  un^ 
any  pr^jext,  what-jBay  he  rude  or  disagreert>le  to  a 
soToreigQ,  or  even  unpleasing  to  be  heard,  Under 
theae  drcumstances,  and  in  :die  present  state  ef 
Ftngtce,  men  rather  r^^retted  than  wondessd  that 
the  mkiist^rs^of  Louis  XVIIL  .i^ie  disposed  to 
^place  restrictions  on  ihe  fteedom  of  fthe  press^  or 
that  they  effected  thek  purpose  of  .placing  the  li^it 
of  natbns  under  « -eensoiial  :bushd^ 

iBxkt  the  victory  f  thus  obtained  brou^t  additional 
evils  on  the  goTemment.  T9ie  lawiwas;  evaded  under 
various  devices ;  the  works  which  it  was  intonded  to 
intercept,  acquWed  circulation  aqd  importance  >ftom 
die  very  drcuoistanoe  of  their  rbsing  prohibited ; 
while  the  wIk^Ic  tenor  of  the  measmre  impressed 
many  who  had  o^rwise  been' friendly  to  die  Jiour- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NAPOLSON  BiH>NAPARTS.  flS7 

boo  family^  with  distrust  respecting  their  designs 
upon  the  national  ]ibert|r. 

Thus  split  into  parties,  oppressed  with  taxes, 
▼exed  with  those  nameless  and  mysterious  jealousies 
and  fears,  which  form  the  most  dangerous  subjects 
of  disagreement,  because  alike  incapable  of  being 
explained  and  ceitfoted,  Franee  was  full  of  inflam- 
mable materials  ;  and  the  next  chapter  will  show 

.  that  there  was  not  wanting  a  torch  to  give  kind* 

>  Ung  to  thtat. 


VOL.  VIII. 
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Carnal B  Memorial  on  Public  Affairs, — Fouche  fails  to  obtain 
the  favour  of  the  King^  and  joins  the  Jacobins —  Various 
PrqjocU  of  ^Mt  Party  ;  whichJhuMlfy  joins  the  Buonegfor-^ 
tists. — Active  intrigues  commenced, — Congress  of  Vienna--^ 
Muraty  alarmed  at  its  proceedings^  opens  an  Intercourse 
tDiih  Napoleon, — Plans  of  the  Conspirators. — Buonaparte^s 
Eacfq>e  from  Elba — He  lands  at  Cannes^  and  advances 
through  France — Is  joined,  at  Greiwble,  by  3000  Troops'^ 
Halts  at  Lyons,  appoints  a  Ministry,  and  issues  several 
Decrees, — Dismay  of  the  Royal  Chvemment.^^Bttrigues  of 
Fouche, — Treachery  ofNey. — MevoU  of  the  BourbonArmy 
at  Melun'^The  King  leaver  Paris,  and  Buonaparte  ar* 
rives  there — His  reception, 

Caekot  has  been  repeatedly  mentioned  m  thiis 
history  as  having  been  the  associate  and  colleague  of 
Robespierre  during  the  whole  Reign  of  Terror*  His 
admirers  pretend^  that^  charging  himself  only  with 
the  conduct  of  the  foreign  war,  he  left  to  his  brethren 
of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  the  sole  charge  of 
those  measures,  for  which  no  human  language  af*- 
fords  epithets  of  sufficient  horror,  through  which 
they  originally  rose  to  power,  and  by  which  they 
maintained  it*    According  to  these  fond  advocates. 
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theit  hero-held  his  course  through  the  It  eign  of  Terror 
unsullied  by  a  bloody  spot,  as  Arethusa  rolled  her 
waters  through  the  ocean  without  mingling  with  its 
waves !  and  the  fietith  of  most  readers  will  swallow  the  . 
ancient  miracle  as  easily  as  the  modem.  Camot, 
however,  had  the  independence  of  spirit  to  oppose 
Napoleon^s  seizure  of  the  throne,  and  remained  in 
obscurity  until  1814,  when  he  employed  hia  talents 
as  an  engineer  in  defence  of  Antwerp.  He  gave  in^ 
kte  and  reluctantly,  bis  adherence  to  the  restoratibn, 
and  was  confirmed  in  his  rank  of  inspector-general  of 
engineers^  But  this  did  not  prevent  him  from  being 
extremely  active  in  conspiring  the  downfall  of  the 
monarch  to  whose  allegiance  he  had  submitted  hini- 
self,  and  who  i^Rsrded  him  subsistence  and  rank. 

Camot  gave  his  opinion  upon  public  affairs  in  a 
Memorial,  made  public  in  December  1814,  which 
was  at  once  an  apology  for  the  Jacobin  party,  and  a 
direct  attack  on  the  reigning  d3masty.  Hiis  doon* 
ment  we  must  necessarily  consider  at  some  length,  as 
it  conveys  the  ostensible  reasons  on  which  the  author, 
and  many  thousands  besides,  having  in  their  anxious 
consideration  the  interests  of  the  freedom  of  France, 
thought  these  interests  would  be  best  provided  for  by 
destroying  the  sway  of  a  mild  and  somewhat  feeble 
monarchy  whose  reign  was  identified  with  peace  and 
tranquillity,  in  order  to  recall  to  the  throne  an  abso^ 
lute  sovereign,  ruling  on  military  principles  only,  and 
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whose  first  step  onder  tke  csttopy  of  state  mast  ne- 
cessarily, be  followed  bjr  war  with  ail  ISurope. 

In  this  singular^  and,  as  it  piored,  too  effective 
prodactioo^  every  fault  committed  by  the^riestoved 
,CHniiy  is  ex^gerated ;  and  they,  with  the  nobles, 
their  personal  adherents,  are,  under  a  thin  and  con- 
Aemptoons  veil  ef  assnmed  respect  towards  the  King, 
^treated  alike  as  fools,  who  did  not  onderBtand  how  to 
4SQYem  France,  and  as  villains,  who  meditated  her 
jntia«  The  nunder  of  tke  King  is,  with  irony  as  en- 
veoomed  as  nnjost,  stated  to  have  been  occasioned, 
u&t  by  the  vkdem^e  and  craehy  of  his  persecntMnt, 
Imt  by  the  pasiHanimtty  ef  his  nobility,  who  fest  pro^ 
oroked  the  resentment  of  the  nation,  and  then  fled 
from;  the  kingdom,  when,  if  they  had  loved  their  so- 
vereign, they  should  have  rallkd  aronnd  him.  This 
iplea,  in  the  mouth  of  a  regicide,  is  as  if  one  of  a  band 
of  rci>bers  should  impate  sm  assassination  not  to  their 
own  guilty  violence,  but  to  the  cowardice  of  the  do- 
mestics of  the  murdered,  by  whom  that  i^lenee 
might  have  been  resisted.  No  one  also  knew  better 
than  Camot  by  what  arts  Louis  XVI.  was  induced 
^  degrees  to  abandon  all  means  of  defence  which  his 
iHtciation  afforded  him,  and  to  throw  himself  upeii 
the  sworn  faith  and  allegiance  of  those  by  whom  he 
Mras  condemned  to  death.  As  whimsical  and  unlogical 
were  the  examplesand  arguments  Preferred  to  by  Car- 
Hot  in  support  of  the  condemnation  (rf  Louis.  Cicero 


d  by  Google 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPASTS.  S41 

it  seems^  says  in  his  Offices,  **  We  hajtd  all  those  wfc 
fear,  and  we  wish  for  the  death  x)f  those  we  hktew'^ 
On  this  comprehensive  ground,  Camot  yindicates 
the  orator^s  approbation  of  the  death  of  Caesar,  noit^ 
withstanding  the  clemency  of  the  usnrpelr;  andCatci, 
indeed,  (continues  the  colleague  of  Robespierre,) 
went  farther,  and  did  not  think  it  possible  tbepe 
shcmM  be  a  good  king«  Of  course,  not  Louis  XYI. 
alone,  but  all  monarchs,  might  be  justly  put  to 
death  in  Camot'^s  estimation  ;  because  they  are:na- 
tnrally  the  objects  of  fear  to  their  subject&<*p*>because 
we  hate  those  we  fear— -and  because,  according  to . 
the  kindred  authority  of  Sbylock,  no  man  hates, 
the  thing  he  would  not  kill.  The  doctrine  of  regi- 
cide is  said  to  be  confirmed  in  the  Old  Testament ; 
families  were  naissacred,— monarchs  proscribed^-Ju 
intolerance  promulgated,  by  the  ministeirs  of  a  metL 
ciful  Deity :  Wherefore,  then^  should  not  the  Jaco;^ 
bins  put  Louis  XYL  to  death  ?  If  it  was  alleged, 
that  the  persons  of  Kings  were  iDTiolabk  by  the  laws 
'Of  all  civil  governments,  those  of  usurpers  certainly 
were  not  so  protected ;  and  what  means  were  there, 
said  Camot,  jfor  positiyely  distinguishing  betwe^ 
an  usurper  ^nd  a  legitiuiate  king  ?  The  difficulty^  tf 
making  such  a  distinction  was  no  doubt  a  sufficicil^t' 
vindication  of  the  judges  of  Louis  XVL 

Traab  like  this  bad  scarce  been  written  since  Ite 
clfib.ro(»n  of  the  Jacobms  was  closed.  But^theobjcet 
of  Camot^s  pamphlet  wa»  not  to  excuse  a  deed,  (whiofa 
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be  would  probably  baye  ratberboastcdof  aalaiidable,) 
bot  by  the  exaggerations  of  his  eloquence,  and  the 
weight  of  hia  influence  with  the  public,  to  animate 
tbe  fury  of  the  other  parties  against  the  Bourbons 
and  their  adherents.  The  King  was  charged  with 
baying  been  ungrateful  to  tbe  call  of  the  nation,  (a 
call  which  assuredly  he  would  never  have  heard  but 
for  the  cannon  of  the  allies,)— with  haring  termed 
.himself  King  by  the  grace  of  God,.— with  resigning 
Belgium  when  Camot  was  actually  goyemor  of  Ant. 
werp,r«witb  preferring  Chouans,  Vendeans,  emi^ 
gr^itB^CossapksjPr  Englishmen,  tothe  soldiers  whose 
Yictories  had  l^ept  him  in  exile,  and  in  cmisequence 
jo(  whose  defeat  alone  he  had  regained  the  throne  of 
Jiis  fathers.  The  emigrants  are  represented  as  an  ex*, 
asperated, yet  a  contemptiblefaction.  The  people,it 
is  said,  care  little  about  the  right  of  their  rders,-^ 
about  their  quarrels, — theirprivate  life^or  even  their 
political  crimes,  unless  as  they  affect  themselves.  All 
goyemment,of  tourse^hasits basis  in popularopinion ; 
but»  alas !  in  actual  history,  *^  the  people  are  only  re^ 
garded,^  says  Monsieur  Carpot,  <^as  the  victims  o( 
their  chiefs;  we  witness  nothing  but  the  contest  of 
subjects  for  th^  private  interest  of  their  [nrinces, — 
^gs,  who  are  tbemselv^s  regicides  and  parricides, 
I— and  priests  who  incite  mankind  to  mutual  slaugh- 
ter. The  eye  can  but  repose  on  the  generous  efforts 
of  some  brave  men  who  consecrate  themselves  to  the 
^liveraQc^  of  tb^ii:  f^llpw-couotrymen  ^  if  they  suc«. 
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cecd,  they  are  ciUled  heroes,*— if  they  fail,  they  are 
traitors  and  demagc^es.^  In  this  and  other  pas- 
sages, the  author  plainly  intimated  what  spirits  were 
at  work,  and  what  was  the  object  of  their  machina* 
tions.  The  wfac^  pamphlet  was  designed  as  a  ma- 
nifiesto  to  the  French  pablic,  darkly,  yet  distinctly, 
announcing  the  existence  of  a  formidable  coofl^iracy, 
the  principles  on  which  its  members  proceeded,  aad 
their  grounds  for  expecting  success. 

Camot  himself  affected  to  say,  that  the  Memoriid 
4¥as  only  designed  for  circnls^ion  an^g  his  private 
connexions.  But  it  would  not  have  answered  the  in- 
tended purpose  had  it  not  been  panted  and  dispersed 
'  with  the  most  uncommon  assiduity^  Small  carts  tra- 
versed the  boulevards,  from  which  it  was  hawked 
about  am(Mig  the  people,  in  order  to  arcnd  the  penal- 
ties which  booksellers  and  stationers  might  have  in- 
xurred  by  dealing  in  an  article  so  inflammatory. 
Notwithstanding  these  evasions,  the  printers  and  re- 
tailers of  this  diatribe  were  prosecuted  by  govern- 
ment; but  the  Ccfurd* Instruction  xefosed  to  con- 
£rm  the  bill  of  indictment,  and  this  failure  served 
^9  encourage  the  Jacobin  faction.  The  official  pro- 
ceedings, by  whicb  the  ministers  endeavoured  to 
suppress  the  publication,  irritated  rather  than  in- 
timidated those  who  took  interest  in  it.  It  argued, 
they  said,  at  once  a  timorous  and  a  vindictive  spirit 
to  oppress  the  inferior  i^nts  in  an  alleged  libel, 
while  the  ministers  dared  not  bring  tn  trial  tbf  aypw* 
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td  tttAor.  In  tki*  aaqaeitio— biy  tliey  argacd 
jttitiy ;  for  tlK  meaures  catrcfwhd  whli  tk«t 
|MdCi7  {Mticjr^  wbicb  woidd  Esther  nmaal  the  Mbeiw 
ty  ef  the  ^ess,  thaa  biiiig^  to  fiur  triml  and  cpo^ 
pwii«lim«al  tboK  by  wbom  h  is  mbwed. 

It  vrorid  kave  beca  as  iapdMiUe  for  Foiich^  tm 
lM!m]ir€i  amid  tacb  a  complicated  scene  of  pebtiGal 
iaitrigiie,wttboiit  Hungtini^iit  ity  as  fiur  the  sparks  to 
resbt  flying  opwanb.  He  vna,  however,  tH-'jrfaBtd 
Ibr  the  character  he  dcsiiedto  act.  Aker  hara^  lent 
Bvooaparte  bis  aid  to  betray  and  detfazeiie  tke  IM^ 
itclOfs^  he  bad  leag  meditated  bow  to  d^hrcoeaBd 
betngr  Bsioapatte,  and  substitute  in  hb  pfatce  a  ro- 
fcacy^  or  acme  fbrmof  goTCfnmcnt  andar  wfaicb  be 
aaigirt  expect  to  act  as  pnme  minister.  In  this  under- 
tttidiig^^  be  flsove  than  once  ran  the  peril  of  life,  and 
was  ^ad  to  escape  with  an  boooorable  exifew  We 
]Hi?e  alxeadj  stated  that  he  had  missed  the  nmot  £». 
wnxabka  opportiitiity  far  availing  hims^  of  bid  po- 
litical knimlei^ge,  by^his  absence  from  Paris  wfanhb  it 
was  taken  by  the  aHiev.  Foache  endeavonr^ ^  faewi- 
ever,  to  obtain  the  notice  of  the  restored  nunarch 
and  his  goTCsnmenty  and  to  render  his  services  act- 
ceptfriblctoLouisi  Whe»  the  Celebrated  Revdntioi^ 
itt  appeared  in  the  anticlmmber  on  his  first  attend- 
toce  at  Court,  he  dwerved  a  maer  on  the  countet- 
aaaoe  of  soaae  xoyaUsts  who  were  in  waitii^,  aad 
todL  Dbcf  htet  ^to  lead  tlmn  a  lesscm,  showing,  that  a 
minister  df  poliee,  even^  when  he  has  lost  hsk  office. 
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14  not  a  per«on  to  be  jested  with.     ^^  You,  m^*'^  said 
be  to  a  ge&tlemaii,  **  seem  proud  of  tke  lilies  with 
ivhicb  you  are  adorned.     Do  you  recollect  tfae  lan- 
guage you  held  respecting  the  BourbMi  family  some 
time  sioce  ia  such  a  company  ? — ^^Aad  you,  madams" 
be  continued,  addressing  a  lady,  ^^  to  whom  I  gave  a 
passport  to  England,  may  perhaps  wish  to  be  remind- 
ed of  what  then  passed  betwixt  us  on  the  subjecl  ef 
Louis  XVIII.^    The  laughers  were  coBscience<- 
strucki  and  Fouch^  was  introduced  into  the  cabinet. 
The  plan  which  Fouche  reciommended  to  the 
King  wa%  as  might  have  beei^  expected,  Mtucious 
and  artificial  in  a  high  degree^  He  advised  tl^  Kimg 
to  assume  the  nati<Hial  cockade  and  thvee^colouxed 
flag;  to  occupy  the  situation  of  chief  of  therevohi- 
tion*     This,  he  said,  would  be  the  same  sacrifi^by 
liouis  XYIII.  as  the  attending  on  the  mass  by 
Henry  IV. — He  might  have  added,  it  wto  the  saori- 
fioe  actually  made  by  Louis  XVI.,  who  lost  his  life 
in  i«^tal.^^What  Fouche  aimed  at  by  this  action 
is  evident.  He  desired  >to  place  the  King  in  a  ait  im^ 
tion  where  he  must  have  telied  exclusively  on  the 
men  of  the  revolution^  with  whom  he  could  not  have 
communicated  save  by  the  medium  of  the  Due 
d^Otranto,  who  thus  wcmld  become  prime  minister  at 
the  first  step.  But  in  ev^y  other  pcunt  of  view,  the 
following  that  advice  must  have  placed  the  Kii^  in  a 
mean  and  hypocriticsd  attitude,  which  must  havedia- 
gusted  even  those  whom  it  was  lidopted  to  conciliate. 
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By  assuming  the  colonic  of  the  Revolution,  the 
King  of  France  must  necessarily  have  stained  him- 
self with  the  variation  of  each  of  its  numerous 
changes.  It  is  true,  that  the  Revolution  had  pro- 
duced many  excellent  improvements  in  France,  af. 
fecting  both  the  theory  and  the  practice  of  govern- 
ment. These  the  sovereign  was  bound  carefully  to 
preserve  for  the  advantage  <^  the  nation.  But 
while  we  are  grateful  fw:  the  advantages  of  increas- 
ed health  and  fertility  that  may  follow  a  toiroudo, 
and  treasure  up  the  valuable  things  whicfa  an  angiy 
ocean  may  cast  upon  the  shore,  none  but  a  blinded 
heathen  worships  the  tempest,  or  sacrifices  to  the 
furious  waves.  The  King,  courting  the  murderers 
of  his  brother,  could  inspire,  even  in  them,  nothing 
save  disgust  at  his  hypocrisy,  while  it  would  justly 
have  forfeited  the  esteem  and  afiection,  not  of  the 
royalists  alone,  but  of  all  honest  men. 

Further  to  recommend  himself  to  the  Bourbons, 
Fouch^  addressed  a  singular  epistle  to  Napolecm^ 
in  which  he  endeavoured  to  convince  him,  that  the 
title  of  Sovereign,  in  the  paltry  Islet  of  Elba,  did 
not  become  him  who  had  possessed  an  immense 
empire.  He  remarked  to  Napoleon,  that  the  situa^ 
tion  of  the  island  was  not  suitable  to  his  porpose  of 
retirement,  being  near  so  many  points  where  his  pre- 
sence might  produce  dangerous  agitation.  He  ob- 
served, that  he  might  be  accused,  although  he  waa 
not  cripiinal,  and  do  evil  without  intending  it,  b^ 
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spreading  alarm.  He  hinted  that  the  Kingof  £imnce, 
however  determined  to  act  withjastice^yet  might  be 
instigatjBd  hy  the  passions  of  others  to  break  through 
that  rok.  He  told  the  £x-£mperbr  of  France,  that 
the  titles  which  he  retained  were  only  calculated  to 
augment  his  regret  for  thie  loss  of  real  sovereignty. 
Nay,  that  they  i^ere  attended  with  positive  isntger, 
since  it  might  be  thought  they  were  retained  only  to 
keep  alive  his  pretensionis,  Lastly,  he  exhorted  Na- 
poleon to  assutne  the  character  of  a  private  indivi* 
dual,  and  retire  to  the  United  States  of  America,  the 
country  of  Franklin,  Washington,  and  Jefferson* 

Fouche  could  scarcely  iexpect  that  this  monitory 
epistle  should  have  much  eSect  upon  bis  once  im« 
perial  master ;  he  knew  human  nature  and  Buona« 
piirte  too  well.  But  as  it  might  tell  to  advantage 
with  the  royal  family,  he  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  MoUf 
sieur,  with  a  corresponding  commentary,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  point  out,  (what,  indeed,  circum- 
stanch  hiid  made  evident,)  that  the  tranquillity  of 
the  countriei^  and  sovereigns  of  Europe  could  never 
be  secured  while  Napoleon  remained  in  his  present 
condition,  and  that  his  residence  in  the  Isle  of  Elba 
was  to  France  what  Vesuvius  is  to  Naples.  The 
practical  inference  to  be  derived  from  this  was,  that 
a  gentle  degree  of  violence  to  remove  the  person  of 
Napoleon  would  have  b^n  a  stroke  of  state  policy, 
in  case  the  £x-Emperer  of  France  should  "not  him- 
j^fiflf  have  the  p«tri«(ic  vjirtiie  to  remove  himself  to 
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Anerica*  The  bODoarabte  and  generous  {^nce,  td 
.wbcmi  FottcM  had  addressed  himself^  bad  too  BoMe 
a  mind  to  adopt  tbe  bint ;  and  this  attempt  to  ingra* 
tiate  himself  with  the  Beorboo  family  entirely  ibiU 
«d«  Bnt  plotting  was  Fo«eh^*s  element ;  and  it 
seenns  to  have  signified  little  to  him  whom  be  had 
for  partners^proirtdittg  be  hod  a  sitake  in  the  political 
game*  He  retired  to  hia  eonntry^ase,  and  enga^ 
ged  bimatlf  with  his  old  friends  of  the  Jacobin  paru 
ty,  who  were  not  a  little  glad  to  avail  themselves  of 
Us  extensive  aoqnAtntanee  with  all  the  ramificiE^ionfli 
of  pditioal  intrigoe. 

It  was  the  policy  of  this  party  to  insist  npon  the 
fjMltaof  the  B^rai  Family^aad  enlarge  on  their  pre-' 
jttdices  agmnst  the  men  and  measurea  of  that  period 
whenFrancewassuccessfiltiDforeignwar^againsttbe 
statesman  who  directed,  and  the  soldiers  who  achie* 
ved  her  gigantic  enterprizes.  The  Sing,  they  said, 
bad  snffei^d  misfcnrtane  without  hav^g  learned  wisw 
4em;  he  was  incapable  of  stepping  beyond  tbecir* 
ele  c»f  iaa^  gothio  prejudices ;  France  had  rec^ved 
Urn  from  the  hand  of  foieign  conquerors,  surround^ 
/ed  byan  emaciated  group  of  mendicant  nobles,  whose 
IKTotensions  werd  as  antiquated  and  absurd  as  their 
^detf^orations  and  manners.  His  government  went  tcf 
4i vide, they  alleged,  the  French  into  two  classes,  op« 
loosed  to  each  other  in  merits  as  in  interests;— «the 
lemigtiasits,  who  alone  were  regarded  by  Louieasfkit^ 
fttland  wilMtig  subjects;  and  the  r^et  of  the  nation^ 
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in  whom  theBottrbons  saw^  at  best^bat  repentant  re- 
bels. They  asserted,  that ,  too  timid  as  yet  to  strike  an 
open  blow,  the  King  and  bis  ministers  sought  every 
means  to  disqualify  smd  displace  all  who  had  taken 
any  active  share  in  the  events  of  the  Revolution, 
and  to  evade  the  general  promise  of  amnesty^  Un* 
der  pretext  of  national  economy,  they  were  disband- 
ing the  army,  and  removii^  the  officers  of  govern* 
ment,— depriving  thus  the  military  and  civil  servant$ 
t)f  France  of  the  provision  which  their  long  services 
liad  earned.  liOuis,  they  said,  had  insulted  the  glory 
-of  France,  and  humiliated  her  heroes,  by  renouncing 
the  colours  and  symbols  tinder  which  twenty-five 
years  had  seen  her  victorious ;  he  had  rudely  refused 
A  crown  offered  to  him  by  the  people,  and  snatched 
it  as  his  own  right  by  inheritance,  as  if  the  dominion 
of  men  could  be  transferred  from  father  to  son  like 
the  property  of  a  flock  of  sheep.  The  right  of  French, 
men  to  choose  their  own  ruler  was  hereditary  and 
imprescriptible;  and  the  nation,  they  said,  must  as- 
isert  it,  or  sink  to  be  the  contempt,  instead  of  bdng 
the  pride  at  once  and  dread  of  Europe. 

Such  was  the  language  which  nettled,  while  it 
alarmed,  the  idle  Parisians,  who  forgot  at  the  moment 
that  they  had  seen  Napole<m  take  the  crownfirom  the 
altar  at  Notre  Dame,  and  place  it  on  his  own  head, 
with  scarcely  an  acknowledgment  to  God,  and  not 
the  shadow  of  any  towards  the  nation.  The  depart- 
ments were  assailed  by  other  arts  of  instigation.  The 
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chief  of  these  was  directed  to  excite  the  jemloudy  stf 
often  alloded  to,  conceming  the  secority  of  the  pio^ 
perty  of  national  domains.  Net  content  with  niging 
everywhere  that  a  revocation  of  the  knds  of  the 
church  and  emigrants  was  impendingover  the  pfeseot 
proprietors,  and  that  the  clergy  and  nobles  did  not 
even  deign  to  conceal  their  hopes  and  designs,  a  sin- 
gular device  was  in  many  instances  practised  to  ea« 
force  the  belief  of  such  ajisertions.  Secret  agents 
were  dispatched  into  the  departments  where  proper- 
ty was  advertised  for  sale.  These  emissaries  made 
inquiries  as  if  in  the  character  of  intending  pur- 
chasers, and  where  the  property  appeared  to  hav^ 
been  derived  from  revidntioeary  coofiscatioB,  in- 
stantly objected  to  the  security  as  good  for  nothing, 
and  withdrew  their  pretended  offers  ;-^thns  im- 
pressing the  proprietor,  and  all  in  the  same  situa- 
tion, with  the  unavoidable  belief,  that  such  title 
was  considered  as  invalid,  owing  to  the  expected 
and  menaced  revocation  of  the  Bourbon  government. 
It  is  generally  believed  that  Buonaparte  was  not 
originally  the  object  designed  to  profit  by  these  in^- 
trigues.  He  was  fbared  and  hated  by  the  Jacobin 
party,  who  knew  what  a  slender  chance  his  iron  go- 
vernment afforded  of  their  again  attempting  to  rear 
their  fantastic  fabrics,  whether  of  a  pure  republic^ 
or  a  republican  monarchy.  It  is  supposed  their  eyes 
were  turned  in  preference  towards  the  Duke  of  Ofr 
leans.     They  reckoned  probably  on  the  strength  of 
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tbe  Ifimpliitidn,  and  they* thought,  that  in  supplant* 
lag  liouis  XVIII.,  and  plaoing  his  kinsman  in  his 
rotmk^  they  would  obtain,  on  the  one  hand,  a  king 
^fao  should  hold  his  jiower  by  and  through  the  Re- 
volution, aod,  on.  the  other,  that  they  would  con- 
ciliate both  forei^  powers  and  the  constitutionalists 
at  home,  by  choosing  their  sovereign  out  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Bourbon.  The  more  cautious  of  those  con- 
cerned in  the  intrigue  recommended,  that  nothing 
should  be  attempted  during  the  life  of  the  reigning 
monarch ;  others  were  more  impatient  and  less  cau- 
tious.; and  the  Priiice  alluded  to  received  an  inti- 
mation of  their  plan  in  an  unsigned  billet,  contain- 
ing only  these  words, — "  We  will  act  it  without 
you  ;  we  will  act  it  in  spite  of  you  $  we  will  act  it 
W0&  ypu  ;"*  as  if  putting  it  in  his  choice  to  be  the 
leader  or  victim  of  the  intended  revolution. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  was  too  upright  and  ho- 
nourable to  be  involved  in  this  dark  and  mysterious 
scheme  ;  he  put  the  letter  which  he  had  received 
into  the  hands  of  the  Kii^^  and  acted  otherwise  with 
so  much  prudence,  as  to  destroy  all  the  hopes  which 
the  revolutionary  party  had  founded  upon  him.  It 
was  necessary  to  find  out  some  other  central  point. 
Some  proposed  Eugene  Beaubamois  as  the  hero  of 
the  projected  movement;  some  projecteda  provisional 

•  "  Nous  le  ferons  sans  vous ;  nous  le  ferons  malgre  vous;  notw 
le  ferons  pour  vous*" 
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goferament ;  aod  etben  desired  tlMit  ike  lepsWoHi 
model  sboeld  be  cnee  ttore  Mk^led.  Bst  none  of 
tiiese  plaiif  were  likely  to  he  fiivotuted  by  the  mamj^ 
The  ery  of  Vwe  la  ReptMique  hod  beeome  aati- 
qvmted ;  the  power  ooee  possessed  by  the  Jocobiiis 
of  ereoting  popular  coa»Botioii  was  greatly  diimitish» 
ed ;  and  altboagh  the  army  was  devoted  to  B«m»- 
parte^  yet  it  was  probable  that  in  a  civil  OMnmotioa 
u  whteh  he  had  no  interest,  they  woold  Mlow  the 
maresehals  or  generals  who  commanded  thein,«i  tsp^ 
position  to  any  insurrection  merely  revolotionary.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  the  interests  of  Naprfeon  werepvt 
ia  the  van  j  there  was  no  fear  of  securing  the  irresist* 
iMe  assistance  of  the  standing  army.  If  he  caaM  back 
with  the  same  principles  of  absolute  power  which  he 
had  formerly  entertained,  still  the  Jacobins  would 
get  rid  of  Loois  and  the  charter,  the  two  chief  ob- 
jects of  their  hatred  ;  the  furmer  as  a  King  given 
by  the  law,  the  latter  as  a  law  given  by  the  filing. 
These  considerations  speedily  determined  the  Ja- 
cobin party  on  a  union  with  the  Buonapartists.  The 
former  were  in  the  condition  of  a  band  of  house- 
breakers, who,  unable  to  force  an  entrance  into  the 
house  which  they  have  the  purpose  to  break  into,  re- 
new their  undertaking,  and  place  at  their  head  a  bro- 
ther of  the  same  profession^because  he  hasthe  advan- 
tage of  having  a  crow-bar  in  his  hand.  When  and 
how  this  league  was  formed, — whatsanction  the  Jaco- 
bin party  obtained  that  Buonaparte,  dethroned  as  a 
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military  d^pot ,  was  to  resume  his  dignity  andcr  con-  ' 
stitational  reBtrictions,  we  have  no  opportunity  oi 
knowing.  But  so  soon  as  the  coalition wa^formed) his 
praises  were  sung  forth  on  all  sides^'especially  by 
many  who  had  been^  as  Jacobins,  his  most  decided 
enemies;  and  a  great  part  of  the  French  public  were 
disposed  to  think  of  Buonaparte  at  £lba  more  fa- 
vourably than  Napoleon  in  the  Tuilleries.  Gradual- 
ly, even  from  the  novelty  and  peculiarity  of  his  situa- 
tion, he  began  to  excite  a  very  different  interest  from 
that  which  attached  to  the  despot  who  levied  so 
many  conscriptions,  and  sacrificed  to  his  ambitiolnso 
many  millions  ai  victims.  Every  instance  of  his  ac- 
tivity, within  the  little  circle  of  his  dominions,  was 
contrasted  by  his  admirers  with  the  c<mstitutioaal 
inertness  of  tbs  restored  monarch.  Excelling  as  much 
in  the  arts  of  peace  as  in  those  of  war,  it  wanted  but 
(they  said)  the  fostering  hand  and  unwearied  eye  of 
Napoleon  to  have  rendered  France  the  envy  of  the 
nniverse,  had  his  military  afiairs  permitted  the  lei- 
sure  and  opportunity  which  the  Bourbons  now  en- 
joyed. These  allegations,  seciretly  insinuated,  and  at 
length  loudly  murmured,  had  their  usual  effects  up- 
on the  fickle  temper  of  the  public ;  and,  as  the  tern- 
porary  enthusiasm  in  favour  of  the  Bourbons  faded 
into  indifference  and  aversion,  the  general  horror  of 
Buonaparte's  ambitious  £md  tyrannical  disposition 
began  to  give  way  to  the  recollection  of  his  active, 
energetic,  and  enterprising  qualities. 

'  tOL.  VIII.  z 
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TUt  cliaoge  most  aoon  h^^e  bem  knova  to  luai 
who  WM  its  object.  Aaesprestionissatdtoliayicefti. 
caped  finom  bim  doriiig  bis  paassge  to  Elba,  vbicb 
maxkod  at  least  a  secret  feeting  tbat  he  might  one 
day  recoTor  the  high  dignity  from  which  he  bad  fall*- 
en.  <<  If  Marios,''  he  observed,  <<had  slain  himself 
in  the  marshes  of  Miotwme,  he  would  ncFer  have 
ci^oyed  his  seventh  consulate.''  What  was  perhaps 
originally  bat  the  vague  aspirations  ^  an  ardnrt  spi- 
rit striving  against  adversity,  became,  from  the  ctr- 
mimstances  of  France,  a  plansible  and  weU-groundU 
ed  hope.     It  required  but  to  establish  .cmnmamcat- 
tionsamcmg  his  numerous  and  zealous  partizans,  with 
tnstmctftoos  to  hold  out  such  hopes  9s  might  Jiire  the 
Jacobins  to  his  standaid,aad  to  ]^rofit  by  and  inflame 
Ahe  growing  discontents  and  divisions  of  Fraikce ; 
and  a  conspiracy  was  almost  ready  formed,  mnth 
littfe  exertion  on  the  part  of  him  who  soon  became 
its  object  and  ks  centre. 

Various  affiliations  and  points  of  rendezvous  w^x» 
DOW  arranged  to  recruit  for  partizans.  The  ladies  of 
the  £x-£mperor's  court,  who  found  tbemselveshu? 
miliated  at  that  of  the  King  by  the  preferenoe  assoj^ 
ed  to  nchie  birth,  were  zealous  agents  in  these  polir 
ttcal  intrigues,  for  offended  pride  hesitates  at  no  umt^ 
sores  for  obtaining  vengeance.  The  purses  of  thejr 
husbands  and  lovers  were  of  course  open  to  thes^  &ir 
intriguers,  and  many  d  them  devoted  their  jewels  t^^ 
forward  the  cause  of  revolution.  The  chief  of  thcise 


d  by  Google 


NAPOLEQlff  BVONAPABTS.  915 

{emiie  coBBpirfttors  wbs  Her|:e]isiABe#iilM»ii9,  wt|b 
of  liouis  Buonaparte^  bi^  now  Mp^ratsd  Axte  bir 
hmband^ftttd  beaiiiig  Ihe  title  of  tiieDnobfiflsof  Saint 
Leu.  Shd  was  a  person  of  GonsideraVle  talenta^aail^f 
gDoat  activity  and  addrass,  At  Nanterre^  SeoHljr, 
and  &unt  Ijeu^  meattaga  of  tha  fiatt^mtota  mie 
held,  and  Madaiiia  Hamaltn^  tbe  oonMAut*  of  the 
Daokeaa,  is  aaid  to  have  aaiiated  in  iMQceriAig  aimc 
of  the  (nJiK^pal  aj^enta* 

The  Dncbeas  of  P^mM^,  and  th^  Danbus  of 
M wtabeDo,  (widow  «£  M^seaobai  Lannaav)  ivtane 
wanoly  eagagx^d  iii  the  ^aote  caiis^.  Ai  thit  xau^ 
ing8  fa^d  in  the  hmisea  of  theae  intngningfismalaa, 
the  wbate  artillery  of  conapixncy  tpaa  fioxged  mnd  pot 
in  order,  from  the  political  lie,  which  doss  ita  work 
if  belicHi^ed  but  for  an  hour,  to  the  political  aoiig  nr 
aquib,  idiich,  lik«  the  fire-»work  from  whack  it  A»- 
rivtes  its  name^  expreioBs  love  of  btiiw  or  of  raia- 
(Ohieft  accordiiig  to  thie  natiife  of  the  mateziale 
smongai  which  it  is  thrown.  From  theae  placea«f 
isendf^tyons  thie  agents  of  the  plot  aaUied  out  npnii 
^ir  ]!)99pective  rounds,  fimiisbBd  with  every  fame 
Ab9it  coHld  rottle  the  aaspicioiis  landholder,  attxmet 
the  idle  Parisum,  aeduce  the  Idef^guCj  who  \aa^ 
t^  %Tf  the  experiments  of  his  Utopi^m  theories  upon 
i:tQalgoyetnment,aiod  aboveaUjsecu^re  themilitary,-^ 
from  ihe  officer,  before  whose  eyes  tmnoheonsjoeirou 
ml«»  md  even  erowms,  weredispoaedn  ideal  ptoa. 
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pect^  to  the  grenadiery  whose  -  h<^>e8  only  aimed  ait 
blood,  brandy,  and  free  qnarten. 

The  lower  orders  of  the  populace^  particularly 
those  inhabiting  the  two  great  sabarbs  of  Saint  Mar- 
f  eau  and  Saint  Antoine,  were  disposed  to  the  cause 
firom  their  iiatoral  restlessness  and  desire  of  change; 
firom  the  apprehension  that  the  King  would  discon- 
tinue the  expensive  buildings  in  which  Buonaparte 
was  wont  to  employ  them ;  from  a  Jacobinical  dislike 
to  the  lawful  title  of  Louis,  joined  to  some  tender 
aspirations  after  the  happy  days  of  liberty  and  equa- 
Uty  f  and  lastly,  from  the  disposition  which  tbe  lees 
of  society  everywhere  manifest  to  get  rid  of  the  law, 
their  natural  curb  and  enemy.  The  influence  of 
Hichard  le  Noir  was  particularly  useful  to  the  con- 
spirators. He  was  a  wealthy  cotton-manufacturer, 
who  combined  and  disciplined  no  less  than  three 
thousand  workmen  in .  his  employment^  so  as  to  be 
ready  at  the  first  signal  of  the  conspirators.  Le  Noir 
was  called  by  the  Royalists  Santefre  the  Second ; 
being  said  to  aspire,  like  that  celebrated  suburban 
brewer,  to  become  a  general  of  Sans  Culottes.  He 
was  bound  to  Bumiaparte'a  interest  by  his  daughter 
having  married  General  Lefebvre  D^suouettes^  who 
was  not  the  less  the  favourite  of  Napoleon  that  he 
had  broken  his  parole,  and  fled  from  England  when 
a  prispner  of  war.  Thus  agitated  like  a  lake  by  a 
subterranean  earthquake,  revolutionary  movements 
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began  to  show  themselves  amongst  the  populace.  At 
times^  under  pretence  of  scarcity  of  bread  gr  em- 
ployment, tumultuous  groups  assembled  on  the  ter- 
race of  the  Tuilleries,  with  clamours  which  remind- 
ed the  Duchess  D'Angouleme  of  those  that  prece- 
ded the  imprisonment  and  death  of  her  pareots. 
The  police  dispersed  them  for  the  moment ;  but,  if 
any  arrests  were  made,  it  was  only  of  such  wretches 
as  sbonted  when  they  heard  others  shout,  and  no 
efforts  were  made  to  ascertain  the  real  cause  of 
symptoms  so  alarming.  :         : 

The  police  of  Paris  was  at  this  time  under  the 
direction  of  Monsieur  D^ Andre,  formerly  a  finan- 
cier. His  loyalty  does  not  seem  to  have  been  douht'^ 
ed,  but  his  prudence  and  activity  are  very  question- 
able ;  nor  does  he  seem  ever  to  have  been. complete- 
ly master  either  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  .or  tbe 
tools  by  which  it  was  to  be  performed.  These  tods, 
in  other  words,  the  subordinate  agents  and  oSicfSiXs 
and  clerks,  the  whole  machinery  as  it  were  of  the; 
police,^  had  remained  unchanged  sin^e  that  di:eadAit 
^w-er  was*  administered  by  Savwry,  Buooapart€^« 
bead  spy  and  confidential  minister.  This  body,  aa 
well  as  the  army,  felt  that  their  honourable  occitpa^ 
tion  was  declined  in  emolument  and  importaioce  since 
the  fall  of  Buonaparte,  andlooked  back  with  regret 
to  the  days  when  they  were  employed  in  agisncies, 
dark,  secret,  and  well-recompensed,  unknown  ta 'a 
peaceful  and  constituticmal  administration.     Like 
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evil  f|»iritf  Miployed  by  the  spells  #f  a  beaevoteBt 
eflchantary  these  pdice-oflkers  seem  to  bave  aae^ 
Ted  tbe  King  gradgingljr  snd  unwiUiagly  ;  te  hfti^ 
neglected  tbeir  daty^  when  that  could  be  done  with 
impanity  ^  and  to  have  shown  that  they  had  loit 
their  activity  and  omniscience,  so  soon  as  embaiki^ 
ed  in  the  service  of  legitimate  monarchy. 

Under  the  connivaaee,  therefore^  if  not  with  tlw 
appvobatiott  of  the  police,conspiracy  aesnmitid  a  liiore 
open  and  daring  aspect.  Sevwcal  hoases  of  dnbiotta 
fiune^  bat  especially  the  Caf^  Montaussier^  in  the 
Palais  Royal,  were  chosen  as  places  of  landetvons 
fbr-the  snbordinate  satellites  of  the  cMb^^  where  the 
toasts  given,  the  songfs  sung,  the  tanes  perfermed^ 
and  the  language  held,  all  bore  allnston  to  Bnona^ 
parte^s  glories,  hie  regretted  absence,  and  bis  desii^ 
Mtum.  To  expresit  th«r  hopes  thnt  this  event 
Wdttld  take  place  in  the  spring,  the  conspiratois 
adepted  for  their  symbol  the  violet ;  and  aftertvard$ 
applied  to  Buonaparte  himself  the  name  of  Gorp<)xal 
Violet.  The  flower  and  the  colour  wete  puUMy 
warn  aaaparty  distinction,  before  it  Would  seem  the 
eeuvt  had  taken  the  kast  alarm;  and  the  health  of 
Buonaparte,  mider  the  name  of  Ccnrporal  Violet,  or 
Jean  d'Ep^e,  was  pledged  by  many  a  Royalist  with* 
out  suspicion  of  the  coneealed  meaning. 

Paris  was  the  cientare  ef  the  ceuspinioy ;  bttt  its  ra« 
msicatieos  eatended  through  Fiance.  Clubs  iteHs 
foMlied  in  the  chief  provinoiat  towns.  Risgilblr  oor« 
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nrapoodenoea  were  establiafaed  hfitweefttkem  mad  tfce 
capital,— cm  intehiourse  miieb  {avoiired,  it  has  been  , 
asaettedy  by  Layalette,  who,  baying  been  long  direo* 
tor-getneral  of  the  posts  ander  Buonaparte,  retained 
oonfiidenible  inflaence  over  the  subordinate  i^nta  of 
that  department,  none  of  whom  had  been  displaced 
upon  the  King's  return.  It  appears  from  the  evi^ 
denee.of  Monsieur  Ferrand,  direct<»r.geoeral  under 
the  King,  that  the  couriers,  \?ho,  like  the  soldiers 
and  police-officers,  had  lound  more  advantage  under 
the  imperial  thaft  under  the  royi^l  goyemmenty  were 
several  of  them  in  the  interest  of  their  old  nmster. 
And  it  is  averred,  that  the  correspondence  rehnting^ 
to  the  eenipiracy  was  carried  on  through  the  tof$li 
po0t^office,contained  in  letters  sealed  with  theKii^^s 
sea),  and  dispatched  by  publk  messengers  wearing 
hi»  Uvery. 

Such  open  demonstrations  of  trieasonaMe  practices 
did  not  escape  the  observation  of  the  Royalists,  and 
they  appear  to  have  been  communicated  to  the  mi- 
nisters from  different  quarters.  Nay,  it  has  b^n 
confcdoa^ly  stated,  that  lette^^s,  cohtainiiiig  informi^ 
ti[on  oi  Napoleon's  intended  eiscape,  were  actually 
found  in  the  bureau  of  one  minister,  unopened  and 
unread.  Indeed,  each  of  these  official  personages 
seemb  scrupulously  to  ha'^e  entrenchied  hiniself 
witliin  the  routine  of  his'  oWn  paTticuhir  depart- 
n^nt,  so  that  what  was  only  of  general  impbrt  to 
the  whole,  Waff  not  coi^Sidered  as  the  busitiess  6f 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


980  LIFB  OF 

any  ose  to  pMrticakur*  Thas,  when  the  stoiuiiiig  ca- 
tastrophe had  happened^  each  endeavoured  to  shift 
the  blame  from  himself^  like  the  domestics  in  a  Huge 
and  ill-n^lated  fiamily ;  and  although  all  acknow- 
ledged that  gross  ne^^gence  had  existed  elsewhere^ 
no  one  admitted  that  the  faalt  lay  with  himself. 
This  general  infatuation  surprises  ns  npcm  retro- 
spect ;  but  Heaven^  who  frequently  punishes  nuun- 
kind  by  the  indulgence  of  their  own  foolish  or 
wicked  desires,had  decreed  that  peace  was  to  be  re- 
stored to  Europe  by  the  extermination  of  that  army 
to  whom  peace  was  a  state  so  odious  ;  and  fm:  that 
purpose  it  was  necessary  that  they  should  be  suc- 
cessful in  their  desperate  attempt  to  dethrone  thor 
peaceful  and  constitutional  sovereign,  and  to  rein- 
state the  despotic  leader,  who  was  so<m  to  lead  them 
to  the  completion  of  their  destiny,  and  of  his  own* 

While  the  royal  government  in  France  was  thus 
gradually  undermined  and  prepared  for  an  explo- 
sion, the  rest  of  Europe  resembled  an  ocean  in  the 
act  of  settling  after  a  mighty  storm,  when  the  par- 
tial wrecks  are  visible,  heaving  on  the  subsiding 
swell,  which  threatens  yet  farther  damage  ere  it  be 
entirely  lulled  to  rest. 

The  Congress  of  representatives  of  the  principal 
states  of  Europe  had  met  at  Vienna,  in  order  to  ar- 
range the  confused  and  complicated  interests  which 
had  arisen  out  of  so  prolonged  a  period  of  wajr  and  al- 
teration. The  lapse  of  twenty-five  years  of  constant 
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war  and  general  change  had  made  so  totut  an  altera* 
ilon^  not  merely  in  the  socia^t  relations  and  relative 
powers  of  the  states  of  Kurope^  but  in  the  habits/ 
santimenCSj  and  principles  of  the  inhabitants ,  that 
it  appeared  altogether  impossible  to  restore  the  ori- 
ginal system  as  it  existed  before  179 2*  The  con- 
tinent resembled  the  wrecks  of  the  city  of  London 
after  the  great  conflagration  in  1666,  when  the 
boundaries  of  individual  property  were  so  complete- 
ly obliterated  and  confounded,  that  the  King  found 
himself  obliged,  by  the  urgency  of  the  occasion^  to 
make  new,  and  in  some  degree  arbiJrarj^j  distribu- 
tions of  the  ground,  in  order  to  rebuild  the  streets 
upon  a  plan  mare  regular^  and  better  fitted  to  the 
improved  condition  of  the  age.  That  which  proved 
ultimately  an  advantage  to  London,  may  perhaps 
produce  similar  good  consequences  to  the  civil ixed 
world,  and  a  better  and  more  permanent  order  of 
things  may  be  e^cpected  to  arise  out  of  that  whick 
has  been  destroyed.  In  that  case,  the  next  genera- 
tion may  reap  the  advantages  of  the  storms  with 
which  their  fathers  had  to  contend.  We  are,  how- 
ever, far  ixom  approving  of  some  of  the  unceremo- 
nious appropriations  of  territory  which  were  made 
upon  this  occasion,  which,  did  our  limits  admit  of 
entering  into  the  discussion,  carried^  we  think,  the 
use  of  superior  force  to  a  much  greater  extent  than 
could  be  justified  on  the  principles  upon  which  tbe^ 
allies  acted. 
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Amid  the  Is^KNin  of  the  Cengxeis,  their  atteatioB 
was  tttrned  on  the  condition  of  the  kin&ibm  of  Na^ 
Ides  i  and  it  was  oiged  by  Talle3ncand,  in  particokr, 
thatallowii^theexistenceofthesoveieigntyctfMuiat 
in  that  beantifol  kingdom,  was  preservingyat  therisk 
of  futoie  danger  to  £orepe,  an  empire,  foimded  on 
Napoleon's  princijries,  and  goTemed  by  his  brother- 
in-law.  It  was  answered  tmly,tbat  it  was  too  late. to 
chall^^  the  foondation  of  MnratV  right  of  soto- 
nignty,  after  having  gladly  accepted  and  availed 
themselves  of  his  assistance,  in  the  war  against  fiao- 
naparte.  Talleyrand,  by  exhibiting  to  the  Doke  of 
Wellington  a  train  of  correspondence  between  Ba^ 
Baparte,his  sister  Caroline,  and  Mnrat,iendeavonEed 
to  dhow  that  the  latter  was  insincere,  when  seemmg  io 
act  in  concert  with  th^  allies.  TfaeDuke  was  (£  opi* 
ikiony  that  the  letters  did  not  prove  treachery,  thoogli 
ikey  indicatted  what  was  to  be  expected,  that  M ocat 
t6ok  part  against  his  brother-in-law  and  bcnefiotor, 
with' considerable  reluctance.  The  matter  was  nowin^ 
agitation  before  the  Congress ;  and  MwM,  eoAeei^ 
ving  his  power  in  danger,  seenai  to  have  ^ofKedthe 
rash  expedient  of  changing  sides  onc^  aidl:^,  tad 
again  to  have  renewed  his  intercourse  with  Napo^ 
leon.  The  contiguity  of  Elba  to  Naples  rendered 
this  a  matter  of  little  difBeulty  ;  attd  they  had,  be- 
sides, the  active  asrastance  rf  Pauline,  who'  went  and 
came  between  Italy  and  ^er  brothei^  little  coljurt. 
NapQleon,however,at  all  times resolutelydehittd' that 
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be  htid  ailjr  ptedise  Amrt  or  knowledge  of  thit  eiit«r- 
prise  wiAth  Mnnit  medkatedv 

The  King  of  France^  in  the  meanwbil^^  reofllMt 
by  {noelftmatmi  all  Frenchmen  who  were  in  the 
]Seep«litra  service^  and  directed  the  title  of  King 
Joaekim  to  be  omitted  in  the  royail  almanaick^ 

Mtir&4!>  alarmed  at  this  indicaticn  of  hostile  in* 
tevtiMMs,  carried  on  a  secret  correspondence  witk 
France^  in  the  coarse  of  which  a  letter  was  iiiter^ 
cepted,  directed  to  the  Kingef  Naples,  fttfox  €^ette- 
ral  E^ceelsman,  profeMtng^  in  bis  own  name  and  that 
cf  othersy  deroted  attachment^  and  assering  him  tfcat 
thoQsandir  of  officers^  formed  in  hi«  sehedl  and  undet 
his  ^e«  would  karre  been  tftrify  at  his  call,  hiiid  riot 
matters  taken  a  da^istfactory  tarn.  In  ebnse^ence 
of  tbi»  letter^  Exceli^tnan  was  in  ttte  first  place  put 
oft  halfi^pay  dend  sent  from  l^aris;  which  order  he 
t^nmi  to  ebey<  Mext  he  was  tried  before  a  conrt- 
martial^  and  trimviphaietly  acipiitted.  lie  was  ad-» 
milted  to  kiss  the  Hii^g'*^  hand;  and  swear  to  him 
fidelity  i  toutes  ipreuves.  Hdw  h6  kept  his  Woafd 
Wilt  prei^ently^  appear.  In  the  mestntim^^  the  King 
had  need  of  fsAthftil  adherents,  for  the  nets  of  con- 
spiracy were  cloring  fast  around  him. 

The  plot  fottted  against  Louis  XVIf  I.  compre- 
hended two  enterprises.  The  fiirst  was  to  be  achie- 
ired  bf  the  landing  of  Napole^  from  Elba,  when 
the  universal  good-will  of  the  soldiers,  the  awe  in^ 

aj^red  by  his  name  andeharaetc^,  and  the  snspicibtts 
1 
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and  iatiouations  spiead  widely  against  the  Bourbcms^ 
together  with  the  hope  ofrecoTering  what  the  juation 
considered  as  the  lost  glory  of  France^  were  certain 
to  ensure .  him  a  general  good  reception.  Asec^md, 
or  subordinate  branch  of  thecmispiracy,  concerned, 
the  insurrection  of  a  body  of  troops  under  Greneral 
L'Allemand;  who  were  quartered  in  the.  north-east 
of  France,  and  to  whom  was  coiiumtted  the  charge 
of  intercepting  the  retreat  of  the  King  and  royftl 
family  from  Paris,  and,  seizing  them,  to  detain 
them  as  hostages  at  the  restored  Emperor^s  pleasure.: 
It  is  impossible  to  know  at  what  particular  period 
of  his  residence  in  iUba^  Napoleon  gave  an  express 
consent  to  what  was  proposed,  and  disposed  himsflf 
to  assume  the  part  destined  for  him  in  the  :extra<H:* 
dinary  drama.  We  should  suppose,  however,  bis: re*, 
solution  was  adopted  about  that  time  when  his  man** 
uer-  changed  completely  towards  the  British  envoy, 
residing  a)t  his  little  cpu;rt,  and  when  ,he  ^suoied  the. 
aira  of  inaccessible  and  imperial  state,  to  li^eep  at^^ 
dis^ee^  as  an  inconvenient  plj>f^rver^  Sf  r  Ninl  Campr. 
bell,  to  whom  he  bad  before  seemed  ratb^^*  partia^l^ 
His  motions  after  that  time  have  been  desciribed,  set 
far  as  we  have  access  to  know  them.  It  was  on  Snn«. 
day,  jKth" February,  that  Napoleon  embaiked  with 
his  guards  on  board  the  flotilla,  consisting  of  the  In* 
constant  brig,  ami  rsix  other  small  vessels,  i  upon  one 
of  the  most  extitiordinary  aod  adventurers  .e3ipe^-» 
tions  that  was  ever  attempted.     The  force,  with 
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which  he  was  oDce  more  to  change  the  fortunes  of 
ITrance^  amounted  hut  to  about  a  thousantl  men.  To 
keep  the  undertaking  secret^  his  sister  Pauline  gave 
a  bail  on  the  night  of  his  departur^^andthe  officers 
were  unexpectedly  summoncdj  aft«r  leaving  the  en- 
tertainment, to  go  on  board  the  little  squadron. 

In  his  passage  Napoleon  encountered  two  great 
risks.     The  first  was  from  meeting  a  royal  French 
frigate,  who  hailed  the  Inconstant.     The  guards 
were  ordered  to  put  off  their  caps^  and  go  down  be- 
lovVj  or  lie  upon  the  deck,  while  the  captain  of  the 
Inconstant  exchanged  some  civilities  with  the  com^ 
ruander  of  the  frigate,  vvith  whom  he  chanced  to  be 
acquainted ;  and  being  well  known  in  these  seas, 
was  permitted  to  pass  on  without  far! her  inqniry. 
The  second  danger  wad  caused  by  the  pursuit  of 
Sir  Niel  Campbell,  in  the  Partridge  sloop  of  war, 
who,  following  from  Elba,  where  he  had  leaHted 
Napoleon's  esc  ape  ^  with  the  detenninatjon  to  cap- 
ture or  dink  the  flotilla,  coold  but  obtain  a  distant 
view  of  the  vessela  as  they  landed  their  passengers 
This  was  on  the  first  of  March,  when  Napoleon, 
causing  his  followers  once  more  to  assume  the  three- 
coloured  cockade^  disembarked  at  Cannes^  a  small 
sea-port  in  the  gulf  of  Saint  Juan,  not  far  from 
Frejusj  which  had  seen  him  land,  a  single  indivi- 
dual, returned  from  Egypt ^  to  conquer  a  mighty  em- 
pire 5  had  beheld  him  set  sail,  a  tenified  exile,  to 
occupy  the  place  of  his  banishment;  and  now  agatTi 
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irUoefted  bU  retim>»  a  dMtnigmi^tBUimr,  to  thromr 
the  Htm  once  mpie  for  a  tlurme  mr  &  gmv^,  A 
Biiiftll  pajrty  of  hip  guard  pc^seiiCed  ^bmiflflTef  ^ 
fiqfe  Anti^f  bqt  wiere  imde  jfimmn  by  Gracnji 
Orsin^  tbe  govieraor  of  tbe  pUc^^ 

TJffdiBimjrie4  hy  a  <cix«wii$tMO0  so  im^^FowmMB, 
Napokon  uMtantly  btgaa  bis  nuunch  »t  ibe  hotel  of 
fqilfe  a  tbotsand  iiM,  towards  tbo  otiiUre  of  a  Uas- 
im  from  whiob  bo  bad  bom  esf»Uedirkb0cocr». 
ti^mf  and  wbor^  bis  rivid  now  oocopitd  in  pesce  a 
b^r^iarjr  tbrsne.    For  spno  timo.tbe  iidiabitants 
gfiXJ^d  oa  tbem  wUb  donblfiri  and  aHosishcdiqFO^iia 
if  nncortain  wbotber  to  assist  tfaom  as  friands,  or  to 
oppose  tbem  as  invaders.  A  few  peasants  cried  Vive 
VEmpereur  I  but  the  adventurers  received  »eithor 
countenance  nor  opposition  from  those  of  the  higher 
ranks^  On  the  evening  of2d  March,  a  day  and  a  half 
aftsr  landiag,  the  little  band  of  invaders  reached^ 
Ceremio,  haying  left  behind  them  their  smaU  train 
pf  artillery,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  make  fbnoed 
marches.  A^  Napoleon  approachedDaaphlniycalled 
tbe  cradle  of  the  Revolution,  the  peasants  greyed 
him  with  more  general  welcome,  but  still  no  proprie^ 
tors  ^pear^^d,  no  cleigy,  no  public  fonetionftries* 
But  they  w^re  now  near  to  those  by  whom  the  sue** 
c^ss  or  rain  of  the  expedition  most  be  decided. 

Soult,  the  wni^tor  at  wgrt  hadondered  sobm  large 
bodies  of  (roQps  to  be  npvedinto  the  coantry  betwixt 
X^yops  axwl  IPhaiiijioy^Yi,  to  support,  as  hf  afterwards 
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alleged,  the  high  l^L^gci9ge  which  Talleyrand  bad 
been  of  late  holding  «t  the  Congre&s,  by  showing  that 
France  was  in  readiness  for  war.  If  the  Mareschal 
acted  with  good  faith  in  this  measure,  he  was  at  least 
most  unfo^rtpoate ;  for,  as  he  himself  admits,  even  in 
{lis  attempt  at  exculpation,  the  troops  were  so  plaeed 
as  if  they  had  been  purposely  thrown  in  Buonaparte> 
way,  and  proved  unlnppUy  to  consist  of  corps  pecnr 
Uarly  devoted  to  the  £x«-£mpenar^s  pei»on«  On  this 
7th  of  March,  the  seventh  regiment  of  the  line,comr 
manded  by ColonelLaBedoyere,arrivedat  Grenoble.  ' 
He  was  young,  nobly  bom,  handsome,  and  distia-r 
gnished  as  a  military  man*  His  nBiriage  haviig 
connected  him  wi^h  the  noble  and  loyal  fiunily  af 
Damas,  he  pn>cared  preferment  and  active  employ^ 
meat  from  Louis  XYIII.  through-  their  intecest, 
and  they  were  induced  even  to  pledge  themselves 
for  his  fidelity.  Yet  La  Bedoyese  had  been  engagid 
by  Cambrone  deep  in  the  conspiracy  ai  £lba,  and 
used  the  command  thus  obtained  for  the  destruction 
of  the  mcmarch  by  whom  he  was  trusted. 

As  Napoleon  approached  Grenoble,  he  came  into 
contact  with  the  outposts  of  the  garrison,  who  drew 
out,  but  seemed  irresolute.  Buonaparte  halted  bis 
own  little  party,  and  advanced  almost  alone,  exposing 
his  breast,  as  he  exclaimed,  ^^  He  who  will  kill  fab 
Emperor,  let  him  now  work  his  pleasure.""  The  2^ 
peal  was  irresistible— the  soldiers  threw  down  their 
arms,  crowded^ronnd  the  General,  wi^  faadeo  o^en 
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led  them  to  victory^  and  shouted  Viee  V Etwpereur  f 
In  the  meanwhile.  La  Bedoyere^at  the  head  of  two 
battalions,  was  sallying  from  the  gates  of  Grenoble. 
As  they  advanced  he  displayed  an  eagle,  which,  like 
that  of  M arius,  worshipped  by  the  Roman  conspira- 
tor, had  been  carefully  preserved  to  be  the  typie  of 
civil  war  \  at  the  same  time,  he  distributed  among 
the  soldiers  the  three-coloured  cockades,  which  he 
had  concealed  in  the  hollow  of  a  drum.  They  were 
received  with  enthusiasm.  It  was  in  this  moment 
that  Mareschal  de  Camp  Des  Yilliers,  the  superior 
officer  of  La  Bedoyere,  arrived  on  the  spot,  alarmed 
at  what  was  taking  place,  and  expostulated  with  the 
young  military  fanatic  and  the  soldiers*  He  was  com- 
pelled to  retire.  General  Marchand,  the  loyal  com- 
mandant of  Grenoble,  had  as  little  influence  on  the 
troops  remaining  in  the  place :  they  made  him  pri- 
sooer,  and  delivered  up  the  city  to  Buonaparte. 
Napoleon  was  thus  at  the  head  of  nearly  three  > 
thousand  soldiers,  with  a  suitable  train  of  artillery, 
and  a  corresponding  quantity  of  ammunition.  He 
acted  with  a  moderation  which  his  success  could 
well  afford,  and  dismissed  General  Marchand  un- 
injured. 

,  When  the  first  news  of  Napoleon's  arrival  reached 
Paris,itexcited  surpriseratherthanalarm;  but  when 
he  was  found  to  traverse  the  country  without  oppo- 
sition,  some  strange  and  combined  treason  began  to 
be  generally  apprehended.  That  the  Bourbons  might 
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ni>t  be  wanting  to  tbeii' own  cause,  M onsiear^  wit^ 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  set  out  for  Lyons^  and  the 
Duke  D^Ai^uleme  repaired  to  Nismes.  The  Le- 
gislative Bodies,  and  most  of  the  better  classes,  de- 
clared for  the  royal  causes  The  residents  tf  the  vari- 
ous Powers  hastened  to  assure  Louis  of  the  ^pport 
of  their  sovereigns.  Corps  of  volunteers  were  raised 
both  among  the  Royalists  and  the  Constitutional  or 
moderate  party.  The  most  animating  proclamations 
called  the  people  to  arms.  An  address  by  the  cele« 
bitted  Benjamin  Constant,  one  of  the  moat  distia^ 
guished  of  the  moderate  party,  was  remarkable  for 
ks  elo^pience*  It  placed  in  the  most  strikingligbt 
tJleciMitrast  between  the  lawful  government  of  a  con- 
stitutional monarch,  and  the  usurpation  of  an  Attila/ 
«r  Gfei^ghis,  who  governed  only  by  the  sword  of  his 
Mamelukes.  It  reminded  France  of  the  general  de- 
testation, with  which  Buonaparte  had  been  expelled^ 
from  the  kijfiigdom,  and  proclaimed  Frenchmen  to  be 
tke  scorn  of  IBurope,  should  they  again  stretch  their 
hands  voluntarily  to  the  shackles  which  they^  had 
burst  and  hurled  from  them.  All  w:ere  summoned  to 
atms,moreespecially  those  towhomiiberty  was  dear; 
Uit  in  the  triun^h  of  Buonaparte,  it  must  find  its 
£P»ve  for  eyer.-r-"  With  Lotfis,''  said  the  address,- 
^  wali  peace  and  hapinniisss;  with  Buonaparte,  war,- 
misciiry,  and  desolation/' ;  Even  a  more  ammating  ap- 
peal to  popular  feeling  was  m^^  by*«  femateonthe^ 
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^a&cateof  the  TaiUerie8,who\ekchiiiiieid,  <<If  liooia 
has  not  men  enough  to  fight  for  him^  let^him  call 
on  the  widows  and  childteas  ihothers  who  have  been 
rendered  such  by  Napoleon  * 

Notwit&sttnding  all  these  denumstrationd  «^zeal, 
the  pid>lic  mind  had  been  much  inlBAenced  by  thii 
causes  of  discontent  which  had  been  so  artfollyelUar- 
gei  upon  for  many  months  past.  The  decided  Royai<i> 
ists  were  few^  the  Constitutionalists  lukewanh.  It 
became  every  moment  more  likely,  that  not  the  voic^ 
of  the  people,  but  the  sword  tf  the  army,  must  die^ 
termine  the  controversy.  Soult,  whose  conduct  had 
given  much  cause  for  suspicion,  which  w^  Atig-- 
mefited  by  his  proposal  to  call  out  the  office^  who 
since  the  restoration  had  been  placed  on  fc^-*pay, 
unsigned  his  office^  and  was  succeeded  by  Clarke, 
Duke  of  Feltr^,  less  redowited  as  a  soldier,  but 
move  trust-worthy  as  a  sutiject.  A  c^tnp  w^s  e^ 
tablishefd  ^t  Melun*^— troops  were  assemMed  there.^ 
and  as  ^uch  care  as  possible  was  Used  in  s^ecthig 
iht  trbopsto  whom  tberoyal  cause  was  to  fc^intruflted. 

In  the  nieantime.  Fortune  had  not  entirely  aban^ 
doncjd  the  Bdurbons.  That  jpart  of  the  BdonapttaftLst 
c6ni^]^cy  Whio]^  Was  to  have  been  executed  in  thb 
^brtkWad  idiscovered  and  disconcerted.  IJibiG^Vte 
Besnofu6tt1es,KKscri6ditably  fcndWti  ih  England  by  Ms 
b^iich  rf  parote,  NVith  the  twb  GebbiiU  AUemdndir, 
^^f^  tftfe  ^^ikts  ih  tMi^  j^ot.     Ott  the  IWk  Mstdh, 
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Liefebvre  marclied  fotinscd  his  re^ment  to  join 
Buonaparte  ;  but  the  officer's  having  discovered  hihi 
ptnrpose,  he  was  oblige  to  make  his  eseape  'from 
the  arrest  with  whidi  lie  Was  threatened.  The  'tWo 
AUemands  {)ut  the  garrison  of  Lisle^  to  the  num- 
ber d£  six  thousand  meti,  in  motion,  hy  m^tns  iSit 
forged  ordeirs,  declaring  there  Was  an  insurrection  in 
Fi^.  But  Mareschal  Mortier,  meeting  the  troops 
on  the  march,  detected  and  defeated  the  conspiracy,* 
by  which,  had  it  taken  effect,  the  King  and  Hopi 
Fsmilj  must  ha;?e  been  made  prisouarli.  The  AU^« 
mands  Were  taken,  and  to  hare  exedtEtdd  thcim  en  the 
spot  as  traitors,  might  have  sdrucic  a  Wholesdihe  ti^* 
ror  iiito  such  officers  as  stiH  hesitated ;  bi^ft  the  m^^ 
stets  of  the  King  did  not  polBS^s^  enetgy  enough  fof 
stfch  ^  crifijis. 

Th6  progress  of  Butinaparte,  in  the  meattlSme, 
was  uninterrtipted.  It  was  in  taili  that,  kt  TjfdtiBj 
Monsieur  and  the  Dnke  of  Orleans,  with  the  assii^t* 
ande  bfth^  Advice  smd  influence  of  MlEtrfeschal  Macdo-. 
nftid,  endeavoured  to  retain  the  tro6ps  in  their  duty; 
and  the  inhabitants  in  their  allegiance  'to  l!he  King. 
The  latter,  chiefly  manufacturers,  afraid  of  bdng 
tmdersold  by  those  6f  ISn^laiid  in  their  dwn  market, 
shouts  openly,  **  Vive  TErhpeteur.'^  The  ttoops  of 
the  line  remained  silent'^nd  ^oomy.  '*How  wiH  ydur 
soldifers  behave  r  said  Monsieur  to  theCcttdnelof the 
13ih  Dtagodns.  The'Colottel  refehredliim  to  the  m««i. 
themselves.  Ttey  attsW^r^  Ctoflifllyjthait  thi^yM^tilii 
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fight  for  Napoleon  alone.  Monsieur  dismounted,  and 
addressed  the  soldiers  individually.  To  one  veteran, 
covered  with  scars,  and  decorated  with  medals,  tlie 
Pr^ice  said,  *^  A  brave  soldier  like  you,  at  least,  will 
cry,  Vive  le  Roir — "Tou  deceive  yourself,** answer- 
ed the  soldier.  ^*  No  one  here  will  fight  against  hi^ 
father— I  will  cry,  Vive  Napoleon  r  The  efforts  of 
Macdonald  were  equally  vain.  He  endeavoured  to 
move  two  battalions  to  oppose  the  entry  of  Buo- 
naparte'^s  advanced  guard.  So  soon  as  the  troops 
came  in.  presence  of  each  other,  they  broke  their 
xank%  and  mingled  together  in  the  general  cry  oi 
Vive  FEmpereur !  Macdonald  would  have  been 
made  prisoner,  but  the  forces  whom  he  bad  just 
commanded  would  not  permit  this  consummaticm  <^ 
revolt.  Monsieur  was  obliged  to  escape  from  Lyons, 
almost  alcme.  The  guard  of  honour  formed  by  the 
Citizens,  to  attend  the  person  of  the  second  of  the 
Bourbon  family,  offered  their  services  to  Napoleon  ; 
but  he  refused  them  with  eontempt,  while  .he  sent 
a  cross  of  honour  to  a  single  dragoon,  who  had-  the 
loyalty  and  devotion  to  attend  Monsieur  in  his  re- 
treat. 

Buonaparte,  now  master  of  the  ancient  capital  of 
the  Gauls,  and  at  the  head  of  seven  thousand  men, 
was  acknowledged  by  Ma^ on,  Chsdons^  I)ijon,  and 
almost  all  Burgundy.  Marseilles,  on  the  contrary ^ 
and  all  Provence,  declared  against  the  invader,  and 
the  former  city  set  a  price  upon  his  head. 
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Napoleon  found  it  necessary  to  halt  at  Lyons  for 
the  refreshment  of  his  forces  $  and^  being  joined  by 
^ome  of  the  ciyilians  of  his  party,  he  needed  time 
also  to  organize  his  govemmei^t  and  administraticm. 
Hitherto,  the  addresses  which  he  had  published  had 
been  of  a  military  character,  abounding  with  the 
oriental  imagery  which  Buonaparte  regarded  as  es- 
sential to  eloquence,  promising  that  Tictory  should 
moTe  at  the  charging  step,  and  that  the  eag)e  should 
fly  with  the  national  colours  from  steeple  to  steeple, 
till  she  perched  on  the  towers  of  Notre  Dame.  The 
present  decrees  were  of  a  different  character,  and 
related  to  the  internal  arrangement  of  bis  projected 
administration. 

Cambaceres  was  named  his  minister  of  justice ; 
Fouch^,  that  of  police,  (a  boon  to  the  revolution- 
ists ;)  Davoust  was  made  minister  of  war.  Decrees 
upon  decrees  issued  forth,  with  a  rapidity  which 
showed  how  Buonaparte  had  emjrfoyed  those  studi- 
ous hours  at  Elba,  which  he  was  supposed  to  have 
dedicated  to  the  composition  of  his  Memoirs,  They 
ran  in  the  name  of  Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
Emperor  of  the  French,  and  were  dated  on  the  ISth 
of  March,  although  not  promulgated  until  the  Slst 
of  that  month.  The  first  of  these  decrees  abrogated 
all  changes  in  the  courts  of  justice,  and  tribunals, 
which  had  taken  place  during  theabsence  of  Napo- 
leon.  The  second  displaced  all  officers  belonging  to 
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thecliwof  eii«gr«ito,«iadi]Utodu€«4u  ^e  anny 
}^  ih^  King.  Tb^  third  suppr^sied  the  order  of  St 
Imtia,  Ibe  white  flag  and  cockade^  and  other  i^yal 
^nUens,  and  restored  the  three-coloured  ban^er^ 
and  the  ivqperial  symbols  of  Buonaparte>  authority. 
The  same  decree  abolished  the  Swiss  Guard  and 
the  household  troops  of  the  Kii^g*  Th^  fourtj^  se- 
questtered  the  effects  of  the  Bourbona  A  ^iqu- 
lar  ordinance  sequestered  the  ]rest<»red  property  of 
emigrant  families^  and  was  so  artfi^y  worded  as  to 
represent  great  changes  of  j^p^rty  hayiqg  taken 
place  in  thia  manner.  The  fiiOtb  decree  of  Lyons 
suppressed  the  ancient  nolnUty  a^d  feudal  titles^  a^d 
formally  confirmed  proprietors  of  national  do^paina 
ui  theiir  possessions-  Thesui^thrdecbured  sentence  of 
banishment  against  aQ  emigrant  not  erased  from 
the  li^  pre^oua  to  the  accession  of  the,  Ekmrbons, 
to  which  was  i^ded  confi$patioipi  pf  their  property. 
The  seventh  restored  the  I^^on  of  I^pnour,  ^ 
every  req»ect  as  it  had  eiosted  under  the  £m. 
peror,  uniting  to  its  funds  the  confiscated  reve- 
nittes  of  the  order  of  3t  Louis.  The  eightl^  a^ 
laat  decree  was  the  most  imp(vrtant  of  al^  ^n- 
der,  pvetemoe  that  emigranta  ybo  had  borne  an^s 
against  France^  bad  been  introduced  iutp  the  b94y 
of  the  Peers,  ai^d  that  the  Chamber  pf  Peputies  hi^ 
already  sat  for  the  leg^  time,  it  disfiplv^  bctth 
Chambers,  and  convoli^  tb^  iUectpr^l  Ccrittegep  of 
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the  empire,  in  order  that  they  m^£^t  hold,  in  the 
ensuing  month  of  May,  an  extraordinary  assembly 
of  the  Champ-de-Mau  This  convocation,  for  whicl^ 
the  inventoif  found  a  name  in  the  history  of  the  an^^ 
cient  Franks,  was  to  have  two  objects :  First,  to 
make  such  alterations  and  reformations  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  empire  as  circumstances  should  ren- 
der advisable  ;  sepondly,  to  assist  at  the  coronation 
of  the  Empress  and  of  the  King  of  Rome. 

We  cannot  paqse  to  criticise  these  various  enact- 
ments. In  general,  however,  it  may  be  remarked, 
that  they  were  admirably  calculated  to  serve  Napo- 
leon's cause.  They  flattered  the  army,  and  at  the 
same  time  heated  their  resentment  against  the  emi- 
grants, by  insinuating  that  they  had  been  sacrificed 
by  Louis  to  the  interest  of  these  his  followeifjs.  They 
held  out  to  the  Republicans  a  speedy  prospect  of 
confiscations,  proscriptions,  and  revolutions  of  go- 
vernment ;  while  the  Imperialists  were  gratified  with 
a  view  of  ample  funds  for  pensions,  offices,  and  ho- 
norary decorations.  To  the  proprietors  of  national 
domains  was  promised  security;  to  the  Parisians,  the 
spectacle  of  the  Champ-de-Mai;  and  to  all  France, 
peace  and  tranquillity,  since  the  arrival  of  the  Em- 
press and  her  son,  so  confidently  asserted  to  be  at 
band,  must  be  considered  as  a  pledge  of  the  friend- 
ship of  Austria.  Russia  was  also  said  to  be  friend- 
ly to  Napoleon,  and  the  conduct  of  Alexander  to- 
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ward  the  members  of  Buonaparte^s  family  ^  was  bold- 
ly appealed  to  as  eTidence  of  the  fi^ct.  England^  it 
was  averred,  befriended  him,  else  how  could  he 
have  escaped  from  an  isle  sarronnded  by  her  naval 
force  ?  Prussia^  therefore,  alone,  might  be  hostile 
and  miappeased ;  but,  unsupported  by  the  other 
belligerent  powers,  Prussia  must  remain  passive,  or 
would  soon  be  reduced  to  reason.  *  The  very  plear 
sure  in  mortifying  one,  at  least,  of  the  late  victors 
of  Paris,  gave  a  zest  and  poignancy  to  the  revolu^ 
tion,  which  the  concurrence  of  the  other  great  states 
would,  according  to  Buonaparte,  render  easy  and 
peaceful.  Such  news  were  carefully  disseminated 
through  France  by  Napoleon^s  adherents.  They 
preceded  his  march,  and  prepared  the  minds  of  men 
to  receive  him  as  their  destined  master. 

On  the  13th,  Buonaparte  recommenced  his  jour- 
iiey,  and,  advancing  through  Ma^on,  Chalons,  and 
Dijon,  he  reached  Auxerre  on  the  17th  March. 
His  own  mode  of  travelling  rather  resembled  that  of 
a  prince,  who,  weary  of  the  fatigue  of  state,  wishes 
to  extricate  himself  as  much  as  possible  from  its 
trammels,  than  that  of  an  adventurer  coming  at  the 
head  of  an  army  of  insurgents,  to  snatch  a  crown 
from  the  head  of  the  lawful  monarch  who  wore  it.  He 
ti*ayelled  several  hours  in  advance  of  his  army,  often  ^ 
without  any  guard,  or,  at  most,  attended  only  by  a 
few  Polish  lancers.     The  country  through  which 
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he  joiirne}red  was  favoarable  to  his  pretensions.  It 
had  been  severely  treated  by  the  allies  during  the 
military  manceuvres  of  the  last  campaign,  and  the 
dislike  of  the  suffering  inhabitants  extended  itself  to 
the  family  who  had  mounted  the  throne  by  the  inr 
fluence  of  these  strangers.  When,  therefore,  they 
saw  the  late  Emperor  among  them  alone,  without 
guards,  inquiring,  with  his  usual  appearance  of  ac- 
tive interest,  into  the  extent  of  their  losses,  and 
making  liberal  promises  to  repair  them,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  they  should  rather  remember  the  bat- 
tles he  had  fought  in  their  behalf  against  the  fbr 
reigners,  than  think  on  the  probability  that  his 
presence  among  them  might  be  the  precursor  of  a 
second  invasion. 

The  revolutionary  fever  preceded  Buonaparte 
like  an  epidemic  disorder.  The  14th  regiment  of 
lancers,  quartered  at  Auxerre,  trampled  under  foot 
the  white  cockade  at  the  first  signal ;  the  sixth  re- 
giment of  lancers  declared  also  for  Napoleon^  and 
without  waiting  for  orders,  drove  a  few  soldiers  of 
the  household  troops  from  Montereau,  and  secured 
that  important  post,  which  commands  the  passage 
of  the  Seine. 

The  dismay  of  the  royal  government  at  the  revolt 
of  Lyons,  was  much  increased  by  false  tidings  which 
had  been  previously  circulated,  giving  an  account  of 
a  pretended  victory  obtained  by  the  Royalist  party 
in  front  of  that  town.     The  condpiracy  was  laid  so 
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drep,  ipid  extended  so  widely  thioogh  every  bi^mndi 
of  the  ^Tenuoent,  that  tlKMye  concerned  contriTed 
^  send  tbia  fabe  report  to  ParU  in  a  demi-oflfeiml 
fiorm^  by  means  of  the  tekfraph.  It  had  the  ex- 
pected effect^  firsts  in  sospending  the  preparations 
of  the  loyal  party^  and  afterwards  in  deepening  tbcf 
anxiety  which  overwhelmed  them,  when  Moomeiir, 
setomii^  almost  onattended^  brongfat  the.  news  of 
his  badsQccess. 

At  diis  moment  of  all  bat  desperation^  Fonche 
offiered  his  assistance  to  die  almost  defenceless  King* 
It  is  probable^  that  the  more  he  reflected  on  the 
chamcter  of  his  old  master.  Napoleon,  the  deeper 
became  his  conviction^  that  they  knew  each  other  too 
well  ever  to  resume  an  attitude  of  mutual  confidence. 
I^^Qthing  deterred,  therefore,  by  the  communications 
which  he  had  opened  with  the  Imperiidists,  he  now 
demanded  a  secret  audience  of  the  Ki^g.  It  was  re- 
fused, but  his  communications  were  received  through 
the  Imodium  oi  two  confidential  persons  deputed  by 
liouis.     Fouch^^s  language  to  them  was  that  of  a 
bpld  empiric,  to  whom  patients  haye  recourse  in  a 
moment  of  despair,  and  who  ccmfidently  under- 
take the  most  utterly  hopeless  cases.     Like  qufib^ 
be  exacted  absolute  reliance  on  his  skill— -the  most 
scrppulous  attention  to  his  injunction&r-tbe  most 
aipple  reward  for  his  proQ^sed  services ;  and  as 
such,  too,  he  spoke  with  the  utmost  confidence 
in  the  certainty  of  his  remedy,  whilst  obscj^vip^  a 
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Y^^^  ye^  stqdipus  iifiyst^ry  about  the  ingredients 
of  whipji  \%  was  poB^po8e49  ?i^4.  ^^e  ^Qode  in  wb,ic|i 
it  would  operate.  He  re^i^ired  of  Ijiouis  XYIIIf 
that  he  shpnld  surrender  all  the  executire  aiithori- 
ty  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  all  the  ministerial 
offices  ^o  hiipaself  and  those  whom  he  should  appoint ; 
wJiich  two  conditions  being  g^ntedi  Ijie  undertool^ 
to  put  ^  period  to  Buonaparte^s  expedition.  The 
^ejmoirs  of  this  bold  intriguer  affirm,  tha^t  he  meant 
to  a88emt>le  a}!  that  remsuned  of  the  revolutionary 
p^y^  and  oppose  the  doctrines  of  liberty  ai^d 
Equality  to  those  of  tl^e  Glory  of  France,  in  the 
senses  un^f^rstood  by  ^uonapar^.  What  were  the 
pi^eans  that  siich  politicians^  so  united,  bad  to  op- 
pose  to  the  army  of  France,  Fouch^  has  not  infpm^- 
ed  us  ;  bi^t  it  is  probable,  that,  to  stop  the  advance 
of  !^p>00(X  a^ed  men,  against  whqm  the  reyolution- 
ist£f  could  now  ^arce  even  array  the  mob  of  the 
suburbs,  the  ex-minister  of  police  must  have  medi«> 
t^tp^  the  short  sharp  remedy  of  Napoleon's  assassi- 
lifitjon,  for  accomplishing  which,  he,  if  ^ny  npia^, 
poi^d  have  foui^d  trusty  agents. 

TJ^e  E4ng  having  refused  proposals^  which  went 
to  preserve  his  sceptre  by  taking  it  out  of  his  hands, 
and  by  further  unexplained  means  the  morality  of 
which  was  liable  to  just  suspiclpn,  iip'ouche  saw  him- 
self obliged  to^arry  his  intrigiiea  to  the  service  of 
his  old  master.  He  became,  in  consequence, so  much 
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an  object  of  suspicion  to  the  Royalists,  that  an  or- 
der was  issued  for  his  arrest.  To  the  police  agents^ 
his  own  old  dependents^  who  came  to  execute  the 
prder,  he  objected  against  tbe~informality  of  their 
warranty  and  stepping  into  his  closet^  as  if  to  draw  a 
protest,  he  descended  by  a  secret  stair  into  his  gsir- 
den^  of  which  he  scaled  the  walL  His  next  neigli. 
bour,  into  whose  garden  he  escaped,  'wa&  the  Du- 
chess de  St.  Leu  ;  so  that  the  fugitive  arrived,  as  if 
by  a  trick  of  the  stage,  in  the  very  midst  of  a  circle 
of  chosen  Buonapartists,  who  received  him  with 
triumph,  and  considered  the  mode  of  his  coming 
among  them  as  a  full  warrant  for  his  fidelity.* 

Louis  XYIII.  in  his  distress,  had  recourse  to 
the  assistance  'of  another  man  of  the  Revolution, 
who,  without  possessing  the  abilities  of  Fouch^, 
was  perhaps,  had  he  been  disposed  to  do  so,  better 
qualified  than  he  to  have  served  the  King's  cause. 
Mareschal  Ney  was  called  forth  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  an  army  destined  to  attack  Napoleon  in  the 
flank  and  rear  as  he  marched  towards  Paris,  while 
the  forces  at  Melon  opposed  him  in  front.  He  had  an 
audience  of  the  King  on  the  9th  of  March,  when  he 


*  In  the  Memoirs  of  Fouch^,  it  is  avowed  that  this  order  of  ar. 
rest  was  upon  no  political  ground,  but  arose  from  the  enyy  of  Sa- 
vary,  who^  foreseeing  that  Foudi^  would  be  restored  to  the  situa- 
tion of  minister  of  police,  which  he  himself  desired,  on  account  of 
the  large  sums  which  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  that  function- 
ary, hoped)  in  this  manner,  to  put  his  rival  out  of  his  road. 
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accepted  bis  appointment  with  expre8fii«lis  of  the 
most  devoted  faith  to  the  King,  and  declared  hi& 
resolution  to  bring  Buonaparte  to  Paris  like  a  wild 
beast  in  an  iron  cage.  The  M areschal  went  to  Be* 
sanfon^  where^  on  the  11th  of  March,  he  learned 
that  Buonaparte  was  in  possession  of  Lyons.  B^t 
he  continued  to  make  preparations  for  resistance^ 
and  collected  all  the  troops  he  could  from  the  ad- 
joining garrisons.  To  those  who  objected  to  the  bad 
disposition  of  the  soldiers,  and  remarked  that  he 
would  have  difficulty  in  indiu^ing  them  to  fighty 
iSey  answered  determinedly,  '<  They  shcdl  fight  ^ 
I  will  take  a  musket  from  a  grenadier  and  begin 
the  action  myself ;— ^I  will  run  my  sword  to  the  hilt 
in  the  first  who  hesitates  to  follow  my  example.*^ 
To  the  minister  at  war  he  wrote,  that  all  were 
dazzled  by  the  activity  and  rapid  prog^ss  of  the 
invader  ;  that  Napoleon  was  favoured  by  the  com- 
mon people  and  the  soldiers ;  but  that  the  officers 
i^nd  civil  authorities  were  loyal^  and  he  still  hoped 
**  to  see  a  fortunate  close  of  this  mad  enterprise.'^ 

In  these  dispositions,  Ney  advanced  to  Loup  le 
Saulnier.  .Here,  on  the  night  betwixt  the  13th  and 
14th  March,  he  received  a  letter  fromNapoleon,«um- 
moning  him  to  join  his  standard,  as  '*  bravest  of  the 
brave,"  a  name  which  could  not  but  awake  a  thouw 
sand  remembrances .  He  had  already  sounded  both 
his  officers  and  soldiers,  and  discovered  their  unaK 
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ceritfale  Jeteitaimrtioto  to  join  Buonaj^e.  Se 
therefore  htd  it  ontf  in  his  thoiee  t6  feMa  hia 
eonmiftiid  by  passiofg  ortr  to  the  Eftfp^roi*,  or  else 
to  return  to  the  King  withoat  excfcnting  a^y  thin^ 
^hieh  might  ^em  even  an  effort  at  reafizihg  his 
boast,  aiid  also  nvithoot  the  army'OVet  tihich  he 
had  aaaerted  his  possession  of  stch  iiiiflnence. 

Sfaresehal  xwjt  was  a  man  of  inclan  fairth^  ww^ 
by  the  most  desperate  valour,  had  risen  to  the  high- 
est ranks  in  the  army.  His  early  education  had 
not  enddwed  him  with  a  delickte  sense  of  hondoir, 
or  a  hi^  feeling  of  principle,  and  he  had  not  l6am- 
M  tlither  as  he  advanced  in  life.  He  appears  t6 
have  be^  a  weak  man,  with  moi!e  vanfty  than 
pride,  and  who,  thei^fore,  was  likely  to  feel  thelo^ 
itf  jpowe^  more  than  the  loss  of  character.  He  ac* 
<^drdttigly  resolved  upon  adhering  to  Napoledii. 
Sensible  of  tU6  incongruity  6f  chtoging  his  side  iso 
snddehly,  he  sheeted  to  be  ft  delibei*d^e  knave,  ra* 
ther  thto  he  t^Ould  c^ontent  himself  wit!h  being 
viewed  in  'his  real  character,  of  a  volatile,  light- 
prinbipled^  and  incbnsiderate  fool.  He  pretended 
thtit  ^be  ekpeditidn  of  Napoleon  had  been  long  ar- 
rs(tigtd  between  lihn^lf  and  the  other  Statesch^. 
But  We  are  Willing  rather  to  EtUplpose  that  this  Was 
rimttfer  df  mefre  invention,  than  to  think  that  the 
protestatibiiB  pdtii^dout  at  the  Tuillefri^s,  only  five 
days  before,  W^re,  on  the  patt  df  this  unfortunate 

man,  the  effusions  of  premeditated  treachery. 
I 
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l^he  Mareschal  now  published  ^n  brd^r  tf  the 
day^  declaring  ih&t  the  caase  '6f  the  Bonrbons  ynA 
lost  for  ever.  It  was  received  by  the  soMii^^  witi 
rapture,  and  Boonaparte^s  standard  and  colbtifs  iirtte 
instantly  displayed.  Many  of  the  officers,  hbWev^^ 
remonstrated,  and  left  their  commands.  One^befoi^ 
he  went  away,  broke  his  swbrd  in  two,  and  thirewthe 
pieces  at  Ney's  feet,  saying,  "  It  is  easier  for  a  MM 
of  honour  to  break  iron  than  to  infringe  his  "^oid.*^ 

Ney  was  received  by  Napoleon  with  bpeh  ami^; 
£[is  defection  did  incalculable  damage  to  the  King't 
cause,  tending  to  show  that  the  spirit  of  treason 
which  possessed  the  common  soldiers,  had  asbend-t 
ed  to  and  affected  the  officers  of  the  highest  nuik 
in  the  army. 

The  King,  in  the  meanwhile,  hotwithst2lihdin|D( 
these  unpromising  circumstances,  used  eVery  exer^^ 
tion  to  induce  his  subjects  to  coiltini]t6  in  th^ir  all^ 
giance.  He  attended  in  person  the  sitting  ^f  the ' 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  and  was  received  With  such 
enthusiastic  markaof  applause,  that  onie  would  havte 
thought  the  most  active  exertions  must  hav^  foU 
lowed.  Louis  next  reviewed  the  National  Gnai^, 
about  25,000  men,  who  made  a  simiUr  display  W 
loyalty.  He  also  inspected  the  tiloops  of  the  liii^, 
CiOOO  in  nulmber,  but  his  receptioh  #as  e^iro^al. 
They  placed  their  caps  on  their  baydbietfi  Jn  tobeii 
dt  respect,  but  they  raised  rib  ishbat. 
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8<me  of  tboie  aboot  Loois^s  person  continued  to 
Mieve  that  these  men  were  still  attached  to  the 
Kiog,  or  thaty  at  any  rate,  they  onght  to  be  sent 
to  the  camp  at  Melon,  which  was  the  last  remain- 
ing prait  upon  which  the  royal  party  coold  hope  ta 
mdLe  a  stand. 

As  a  last  resoorce,  Loais  convoked  a  general 
coancil  at  the  Tuilleries  on  the  18th  March.     The 
generals  present  declared  there  could  be  no  effectual 
of^Kwition  offered  to  Buom^rte.-  The  royidist  nobles^ 
contradicted  them,and,  after  some  expressionsof  via. 
lence  had  been  ottered^much  misbecoming  the  royal 
presence^Loois  was  obliged  to  break  op  the  meetiMig, 
and  prepare  himself  to  abandon  a  capital^  which  the 
prevalence  of  his  enemies,  and  the  disunion  of  his 
Iri^ids,  left  him  no  longer  any  chance  of  defending. 
Meantime  the  two  armies  approached  each  other 
at  Melon ;  that  of  the  King  was  commanded  by  the 
feitbfiil  Macdonald.    Qn  the  20th,  his  troops  were 
drawn  up  in  three  lines  to  receive  the  invaders,  who 
were  said  to  be  advancingfromFontainebleau.  There 
was  a  long  psuise  of  suspense,  of  a  nature  which  sel- 
dom fails  to  render  men  more  accessible  to  strong 
and  sudden  emotion.   The  glades  of  the  forest,  and 
the  acclivity  which  ascends  to  it,  were  full  in  view 
of  the  royal  army,  but  presented  the  appearance  of 
^  deep  solitude.    All  was  silence,  except  when  the 
regimental  bandsof  music,  at  the  command  of  the 


d  by  Google 


NAPOLfiaMWravAPAETis.  !lto 

4»«0^4iidtlsU&iiy  <if^be'£ottrb<Ml8.  Tte'^tttidi^iel. 
isitedttocatittfsfMMlditig  seMimento  isMMliigClie'sfSldl^. 
ki  l^^ta<ftb(Ml  H^Dbb  afgallopiBg  of  fitiMe^Wlttf  hesbii 

foU  lipi^;  tfiid'Ni^eafi;  Jmni^iigr'lrM^thig'^U. 
^/tK^^mtha  finest  i»f  ^li«  ]nE»^rwliibh'hi&  Veto 
fitted  ta^]!(yik»e  Kim;  Ms^dtttUfiWili^iii^^NiaB 
^jhmtb^fr >hM««ii,'  tilkg^  \Vttb^tei]^i]taieiMr  <^Mi. 
f»de«^'  aAd  thie<^^flbci  of ^kh^  eMboftiftkliin^'&- 

ttliickf  ki{>^  to^  WpiH^sO  mkU^  %\ikft^2itoQbm^iM^ 
«d..  Tbtt«  wai  «  geneial  kbodl  oM^  ^^jp^fed9ifl^ 
— The  totai^tify  ortlie^BoatbMBpa»Bed'ft6itt  th^ir 
md^/ wd^  hd  fttkbei^  oteit^o^iW'  etslled;  beti^ixt 
K^pctecm  flkdd  tte  capitidyWlik^fae  Wi^  okife#til(i^ 
-^iftfb^  a  brief  d^ce-L^o  ikbftbkfts  k'  Sov^l^. 
-^'  liDiiis  iSNlli.  had  totioipated  f oo  sor^jr  th^  dij- 
fectioilwfaicti  iookpla^e^'toaW^t  the  cons^u^nlbiif^bf 
itfe  aettoal  arrival.  ^  The  King  defj^^d  fro^  PHHi, 
escotted'1>y  his  household,  at  one  in  the  morning 
of  the  SOth  March.  Even  at  that  untimely  hour, 
tl^  palace  was  surroonded  by  the  national  guards, 
and  many  citizens,  who  wept  and  entreated  him  to 
VOL.  Tin.  2  B 
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^imudiiyioSiBriiig  to  spend  the  lalBt  dropx^  their  blood 
for. him.     Bat  Louifl  wisely  declined  Bcoeptini^  of 
,  sacrifices^  which  coald  now  have  availed  nothing. 
^Escorted  by  his  household  tro<^,  he  tod&  the  way 
to  Lisle.  Mareschal  Macdouald,  retoming  from  the 
ffttal  position  of  Melnny  assumed  the  command  of  this 
..small  body  ywhich  was  iodeedangmented  by  many  vo- 
lanteersybut  suchas  considered  their  zealous  wishes, 
.ratb|er  than  their  power  of  rendering  assistance. 
(The  KingV condition  was,  however,  pitied  and  re- 
.  spectedy  iMid  he  parsed  through  Abbeville,  and  other 
.garrison  towns,  where  the  soldiers  received  him  with 
.i^ullcQ  respect  \  and  though  indicating  that  they  in- 
tended to  join  his  rival,  would  neither  violate  his 
person  nor  insult  bis  misfortunes.   At  Lisle  he  had 
^hoped  to  make  a  stand,  but  Mareschal  Mortier,  in- 
•sisting  upon  the  dissatisfied  and  tumultuary  state  of 
ithe  ga|Tiso%'  urged  him  to  proceed,  for  the  safety  of 
^his  life  ; ,  andj  compelled  to  a  second  exile,  he  de- 
.parted  to  Ostend,  and  from  thence  to  Ghent,  where 
.he  established  his  exiled  court.  Mareschal  Macdo- 
'nald  took  leave  of  his  Majesty  on  the  frontiers,' con- 
scious that  by  emigrating  he  must  lose  every  pro- 
spect of  serving  in  future  either  France  or  her  mo- 
narch.    The  household  troops,  about  two  hundred 
expepted^  were  also  disbanded  on  the/rontiers.  They 
,had  been  harassed  in  their  march  thither  by  some 
light  horse,  and,  in  their  attempt  to  regain  their 
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homes  in  a  state  of  dispersion,  seine  were  slain,  and 
.  almost  all  were  plundered  and  insulted. 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  revolution  took  full  effect 
at  Paris.  Layalette,  one  of  BnonaparteV  most  deci- 
.  ded  adherents,  hastened  from  a  place  of  concealment 
to  assume  the  management  of  the  post-office  in  the 
name  of  Napoleon,  an  office  which  he  had  enjoyed 
•during  his  former  reign.  He  was  thus  enabled  to 
f  intercept  the  royal  proclamations,  and  to  announce 
to.  every  diepartment  officially  the  restoration  of  the 
Emperor.  Excelsman,the  oath  of  fealty  to  the  King, 
i  toutes  epreuves,  scarce  dry  upon  his  lips,  took 
down  the  white  flag,  which  floated  on  the  Tuilleries, 
and  replaced  the  three-coloured  banner. 

It  was  late  iii  the  evening  ere  Napoleon  arrived  in 
the  same  open  carriage,  which  he  had  used  since  his 
landing.  There  was  a  singular  contrast  betwixt  his 
•entry  and  the  departure  of  the  King.  The  latter  was 
r  accompanied  by  the  sobs,  tears,  and  kind  wishes  of 
those  citizens  who  desired  peace  and  tranquillity,  by 
the  wailing  of  the  defenceless,  and  the  anxious  fears 
of  the  wise  and  prudent.  The  former  enteredamid  the 
shouts  of  armed  columns,  who,  existing  by  war"  and 
desolation,  welcomed  with  military  acclamations  the 
chief  who  was  to  restore  them  to  their  element.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  suburbs  cheered  in  expectation  of 
^employment  and  gratuities,  or  by  instigation  of  their 
jingleaders,  who  were  chiefly  under  the  management 
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ef  ibe  police^  wtd  weU  piepantd  for  the  ewnt^  Bit 
among  the  ittmeaee  orowcb  of  the  ctttzensof  Psrisy 
whotarnedoiittoseethifl  extitMrdinsryipectack^few 
orBonejotnediDthegratalatfoB^  Thesoldierj^of  the 
guard  resented  their  silence,  conunaaded  theepecta- 
torv  to  shout,  atruck  with  the  fl«t  of  thrir  swords,  and 
pointed  their  pistols  at  the  flMltitode,  bat  conld  obt 
even  by  these  military  means  extort  theexpectedcty 
of  Ixiberty  and  Napoleon,  thou^  making  it  plain 
by  their  demeanonr,  that  the  last,  if  not  the  first,  was 
xetnmed  to  the  Parisians.    In  the  eonrt  of  the  Ca- 
roosel,  and  before  the  Tuilleries,  all  the  adherents 
ct  the  old  Imperial  government,  and  those  who,  ha- 
ving deserted  Napoleon,  were  eager  to  expiate  their 
£Auk,bynow  being  first  to  acknowledge  him,  were  as- 
sembled to  givevmce  to  theirwelcome, which  atoned 
in  some  degree  for  the  silence  of  the  streets.  They 
erowdedaroond  him  so  closely, that  he  wascompelled 
to  exclaim,—"  Mv friends,  3^)0  stifle  me!"  asd  his 
adjutants  were  obliged  tosopport  him  intheirarms  up 
the  grand  staircase,  and  thence  into  the  royal  aps^- 
ments,  where  he  received  the  alkhail  of  the  principal 
devisers  and  abettcnrs  of  this  singular  undertaking. 
'  'Never,  in  bis  bloodiest  and  most  triampbant  field 
of  battle,  had  the  terrible  ascendancy  of  Napoleon^s 
genius  appeared  half  so  predominant  as  during  his 
march,  or  rather  his  journey,  from  Cannes  to  Paris. 
He  who  left  the  same  coast,  disguised  like  a  slave. 
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ttnd  weeping  like  a  woman^  for  fear  of  assaseisatioiiy 
re^^ippeared  in^gprandenr  like  that  of  the  retumiog 
wave^  which,  the  {i|arther,it  hag  retreated,  is  roUlui 
back  on  the  shore  with  the  more  terrific  and  bVeri* 
v^lmi^ii^f^^Qpe.  i  Bi^t.loqks  Mened  ttri'pbSMia 
t^  jl^t^dgd^powiW{pC  ]|0i!thfKli  wii^iitia,  mati 
bt^^M  rmpr^  •nd  a9pilM».  Xb^.  firamst  of  ^thii 
S^T^,t  who  ea|^id^ttn«ioed-to  ofpfmt  Ifin  a»te 
wf^ipjd  a^^ldi^iea^t^iree^gilised^bis  foferiority  wlmi 
4:|)^r<^i^^'iil^  bi^tty.and;  sfiii^^  agninoii/lohbtfatdU 
lifj^,Jp^iitl^  J|ll^t||e^vlnA.^^hiQb^9ipale«nf'skllM 
i;i^  n^^  tlpi^teftftpIaii^didyjmoTiiig^intita^regalaii 
•phjB^,  but  ,tha$i  laf  a  ^n>ety  imspiiiai^  fiunebodiilpa 
4.|iK|tiM^e  aiKl  4fM}>^^a«d  i     l  r 

,  .  '*  with  fear  of  change. 

'*^'    '^^^     i^6r,}lexing^nition8>  '  >^     l.    i.  ..;  .^ 

oP3?pk>p8^  «f.  hiiofWedition  was  tbns  summed 
by  one  of  the  most  eloquent  and  best-informed  Bri* 
tish  statesmen.*  ..  »- 

<<  Was  it,^  said  the  accomplished  curator,  <'  in  the 
pow^i^.^^ajigiyiaae  to  |iei8<^b6ihft^e»H  ?  Warafwhieb 
had  raged  for  t wenty-five  years  throughout  Hurope; 
which  had  spread  blood  and  desolation  from  Cadiz  to 
Moscow,  and  froiA  NaphHs  to  Copenhagen  ;  which 
had  wasted  the  means  of  human  enjoyment,  and  de- 
stroyed theinstrumentsofsocialimprovement;  which 

*  Sir  James  Maduntoth. 
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threatened  to  diflbse  among  the  Eoropean  natiootf 
the  dissolute  and  ferocious  habits  of  a  predatory 
sddiery,— at  length  by  one  of  those  vicissitudes 
which  bid  defiance  to  the  foresight  of  man,  had 
been  brought  to  a  close,  upon  the  whole  happy  be- 
yond all  reasonable  expectation,  with  no  violent 
shock  to  national  independence,  with  some  toler- 
able ccnnpromise  between  the  opinions  of  the  age 
and  the  reverence  due  to  ancient  institutions  ;  with 
no  too  signal  or  mortifying  triumph  over  the  legiti- 
mate interests  or  avowable  feelings  of  any  numer- 
ous body  of  men,  and,  above  all,  without  those  re- 
taliations against  naticms  or  parties  which  beget 
new  convulsions,  often  as  horrible  as  those  which 
they  close,  and  perpetuate  revenge  and  hatred  and 
blood  from  age  to  age.    Europe  seemed  to  breathe 
after  her  sufferings.    In  the  midst  of  this  fair  pros- 
pect,   and  of  these  consolatory  hopes,  Napoleon 
Buonaparte  escaped  from  Elba ;  three  small  ves- 
sels reached  the  coast  of  Provence  ;   their  hopes 
are  instantly  dispelled ;  the  work  of  our  toil  and 
fortitude  is  undone ;  the  blood  of  Europe  is  spUt  in 
vain— 

-    Ibi  onmis  effusus  labor  !*' 
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CHAPTER  ISX. 

Varwtts  attempts  to  argaaiiixe  a  d^em^fartheBawb&iM^fattL 
— Buow^rtey  again  reinstated  on  the  throne  jofFranee^  i^ 
desirous  of  continuing  the  peace  with  the  AlHes^^-butno  on* 
swer  is  returned  to  his  letters, — Treaty  of  Fiemia.-<-Crn^ 
vanees  aUeged  by  Bmmparte  injust^aOion  of  As  slip  he 
had  taken. — D^ates  in  the  British  House  qf  Commons^  oit 
the  renewal  of  War.-^Murat  occupies  Rome  with  50,000 
men^-his  Proclamation  sumnuming  aU  Italians  to  armsj-^ 
He  advances  against  the  Austrians — is  repulsed. at  .OcchiO' 
Bdlo — defeated  at  Tolentino—fties  to  Naples^  and  thence, 
in  disguise,  to  France — where  Napoleon  refuses  to  receive 

When  Paris  was  lost^  the  bow  of  the  Bourbons 
was  effectually  broken ;  and  the  attempts  of  indivij- 
duals  of  the  family  to  make  a  stand  agapst  the  eyi^ 
hour,  was  honourable  indeed  to  their  own  gallai^ 
try,  but  of  no  advantage  to  their  cause.  .  »._  r 

The  Duke  d^Angouleme  placed  himself  at  the  heai^ 
of  a  considerable  body  of  troops,  raised  by  the  towip 
of  Marseilles,  and  the  Royalists  of  Provenc^p.  Bu^ 
being  surroundedby  General  Gilly,  he  was  obliged. 
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to  hj  down  hit  arms^  od  coodltioo  of  amnesty  to  his 
taXUmen,  and  free  penmaaion  to  himaelf  to  leave 
Fiance.  General  Groachy  xefoted  to  confirm  tliis 
d^nlation,  till  Buonaparte's  pleasure  was  known. 
But  the  restored  Emperor,  not  displeased,  it  nuiy 
be^  to  make  a  display  of  generosity,  permitted  the 
Duke  d'Angooleme  to  depart  by  sea  from  Cetie^ 
only  requiring  his  interference  with  Louis  XY  ILL 
for  returning  the  jcrown  jewels  which  the  King  had 
removed  with  him  to  Ghent. 

The  Doke  (^  Bourbon  had  retired  to  La  Yeod^e 
to  raise  the  warlike  royalists  of  that  fiedthfiil  province, 
^ut  it  had  been  prj^idogsly  occnpied  by  soldiers  at- 
Cached  to  Boeoaparte,  so  jodieioiisly  posted  as  torea- 
der ani^isurrecrion  imDossit^Ie  ;  atu^ ihe Pjij^e %^ 

•  'U'TlvB  Daaheffis  d^Attgoaieme,  the  4mly  remaining 

had  suffered  with  patient  firmness  such  stonns  of 
adversity,  showed  on  this  trying  occasion  that  she 
TSialiie aciWeas  Welf  ad  passive  cduta^e becoming 
tfieltestJfendagt'of  a^fdug  line  of  princes/ She  threw 
herslt^  into  Bourdeaux,  where  the  loyalty  of  Count 
Xjmch,  the  Mayor,  and  of  the  citizens  in  general, 
promised  h^r  detenninid  atd,^nd  the  Princess  her- 
^Wstood^dith  amdngst  them,  like' one  of  ihose  he- 
roic vt^otneh  bf  the  age  of  ciiivalry,  whose  loolis  and 
i4o^*Welrt' Wlbie  In  momlbnt^  of  peri!  to  give  double 
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€dgt  to  men^s  swords,  and  doable  constancy  to  tbeir 
beiurts.  Bntunbapj^y  there  was  a  consi^eralile  gar- 
rison of  troops  of  theline  in'Bourdeaiix,  who  had 
caught  thegenearai  spirit  of  levdt.  General  Clausel 
aUo  advtocdd  cni«l)bexiip«»ithia  Ibsoe'Dftbe  same 
i^mdftmmii  Tiie^I)nelidsiUMde>a.]asteffN4yiiese«|. 
blgdcAroaidihei?  ti^eUffioeis^and  Jaid  their  dvty  be* 
foce-tbeib  in-^exatest-ttonehin^Mid/  pttthetie.-matt^ 
mbst  JBvkimhm  ilhe>sa>¥^  their  ieridttess,  ftii.  heard 
AekijImilterii^ieaBeuies^  ^8be'turtted>rr9a^heM  ia 
diidim4^^'^on»f6ar,^^he«aldu^f^I  ^Vyyeuyand 
xebasvf  jipii^irMtt  ymtt  ostfasT  Skis^  eobbarlufd'  dn 
board  am  Bi^ho&igale^tiand  Bboideiinjt  dpened 
its  gates  to  Clause^  ^amd  ^dec^uted  foi«<tb«  ErtfperoA 
'Shsa/DotwidiitaiMlii^  tberetnm  ef^apole^cr  was 
fiuQfiiotti  beings  acceptable  to  ihe  French  universaily, 
0]3iiBii|n.ge3)eta}|y^  aH  open  opposiiiofi^te  hts  govern- 
ment ceased^  and-  h^  wa«  acknowledged  as  £mpe« 
iwnwitbiiOMidioati  twenty  days  after  he^knded  on  the 
beach  «^Cknne«^^€ha^  thonsalid^fGAldwerB. 

^Bot  tfaMgb  t^v^  thus  j^laced  oii  the  thron^^ 
NnpqkniiViseat^^^^'by^^iionieantsecnte,  nnl^s  he 
could  ip»eva%%ifpn4:he^o^'Bfedeifat^  Sovereigns  of 
KuKDpetoackMfWle^biiii  ititbe  aajMkbiiy  of  which 
theipunttid^attn^^h^^^^^ately  deprited  him. -^It  is 
tiie^liehadindiireclfly  (Mromis^  war  t6  his  soNiersf, 
b^atjgiiiifzfag^b^  ^essititis  .inade  by  the  Boutbons 
ofcwhati  he  callM^t^  ierritbry  of  IVance;  It  is  true, 


d  by  Google 


994  LIFE  OT 

wko,  that  then,  and  till  bis  deatb^s-cby,  he  ooatimifed 
to  ttitertiun  the  meted  idea  thai  Be^iom,  a  -pos^ 
■eatioa  which  Fmice  bad  aoqmied  within  twenty 
yean,  waa  an  integral  pettion  of  that  Idngdom.     It 
is  true,  Antwerp  and  the  five  handled  sail  of  the 
line,  which  were  to  be  bnilt  there,  continued  throi^^ii 
bis  whole  life  to  be  the  very  Delilah  of  hia  inoj^- 
nation.    The  cause  of  fatore  war  was,  therefore, 
blazing  in  bis  bosian. .   Bat  yet  at  present  be:felt 
it  necessary  for  bis  interest  to  assnxe  the  peoj^e.of 
France,  that  bis  .retom .  to  the.  em[^  would  not 
di^torb  the  treaty  of  Paris,  thongb  it  bad  gii^vn  the 
Low  Cpontries  to  HollancL     He  spared  no  dsnce 
to  spiread  reports  of  a  pacific  tendency. 

From  the  commencement  of  his  march,  it  was  af- 
firmed by  his  creatures  that  be  brought  with  him  a 
treaty  concluded  with  all  the  powers  of  Europe  for 
twenty  years.  It  was  repeatedly  averred^  that  Ma. 
ria  liouisa  and  her  son  were  on  the.  point  of  arriTis^. 
in  France,  dbmissed  by  her  father  as  a  pledge  of  re- 
conciliation ;  and  when  she  did  not  appear,  it  was 
insinuated  that  she  was  detained  by  the  Emp^rvn: 
Francis,  as  a  pledge  that  Buonaparte  should  ob- 
serve his  promise  q{  giving  the  Fr^K^b  a  free  con-  . 
stitutioo.  To  such  bare-faced  assertiims  he  was  re- 
duced, rather  than  admit  that  bis  return  was  to  be 
the  signal  for  irenewing  hostilities  with  all  Europe. 

Meantime  Napoleon  hesitated  not  to.c^r  to  the. 
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aHied  miliisters  his  willingness  to  acquiesce  in  the 
treaty  of  Paris  ;  although,  according  to  his  uniform 
reasoning,  it  involved  the  humiliation  and  disgrace  of 
France*  He  sent  a  letter  to  each  of  the  sovereigns, 
expressing  his  desire  to  make  peace  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples which  had  been  arranged  with  the  Bourbons. 
To  these  letters  no  answers  were  returned.  The 
decision  of  the  allies  had  already  been  adopted. 

The  Congress  at  Vienna  happened  fortunately  not 
to  be  dissolved,  when  the  news  of  Buonaparte^s  es- 
cape from  Elba  was  laid  before  them  by  Talleyrand 
on  the  11th  March.  The  astonishing,  as  well  as  the 
sublime,  approaches  to  the  ludicrous,  and  it  is  a 
curious  physiological  fact,  that  the  first  news  of  an 
event  which  threatened  to  abolish  all  their  labours, 
seemed  so  like  a  trick  in  a  pantomime,  that  laugh- 
ter was  the  first  emotion  it  excited  from  almost 
every  one.  The  merry  mood  did  not  last  long ; 
for  the  jest  was  neither  a  sound  nor  safe  one.  It  was 
necessary  for  the  Congress,  by  an  unequivocal  de- 
claratioi^  to  express  their  sentiments  upon  this  ex- 
traordinary occasicm.  This  declaration  appeared 
on  the  ISth  March,  and  after  giving  an  account  of 
the  fact,  bore  the  following  denunciation  : — 

«  By  thus  breaking  the  convention  which  had 
established  him  in  the  island  of  Elba,  Buonaparte 
destroys  the  only  legal  title  on  which  his  existence 
depended  ;  ai^,  by  appearing  again  in  France  with 
projects  of  cpnfiasion  and  disorder^  he  has  deprived 
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kimseif  of  the  protection  of  die  kw,  aad  hmm  : 
fested  to  tbe  naiyene,  tkst  there  can  be  aeitber 
peace  nor  tmce  with  him. 

^^Tfae  powers  consequently  decfaure,tliiit  Nspoleon 
Bfu^pacte  l^w^pliu^  J^ipsdf.witliovt.tl^pa^lfiC 
ci;f^l]«p4  io^s^l  TP^^fm,  uw4  tM*  matH^^iBmjfei^ 
^j^orbfir.pf  t|i^  trsn^niljHyof  the  worid,  he  has  reo- 

^^M^j^,t|ie^an^  t^B^^tbjM^^fili^i^lri^io^iqia. 
tsi^^emi^  t^  trvty,iogJViffS4rf  the^dftOMS  M^Jfi 
lJ^14>9aD^'tbe  diipqfitj^qissaBCticmcid  l^^at^.  ti^Qlitfy 
and  t^os^,w|icb  tk^y  fcaw  wsolvoA^si^ihBhalUMmfe 
af|;fr^refo}^e  pm^o  ^mpiet^  apdif^-jqffiq^lJudfAl'it^ 
tj^  viiU  enipAo;  all '^hfir  i«tsn%  sp4  ^^MAiVHit'Mtt 

]^ififm,3a9»y  ^,*gai^  bt,lr«»bM*#i^4l^  IMW^^ 

ag||i^t.eyei^:^tt#mpt.pbiel^,4#lt|^peatti  t^«09 

pl^pge  tb%w<«r]4l,j«t^  t}^  dMtoff^fVft  U^f^tim^i^i 

,3Ms  Q}|i^ifi|^t9i$ira#iio|staQll35SDl|itw%i4>3Hli  tf9Mir 

W»«P^wi»g:|iBd  p^ifiTOJlg  tbfbleagif  en^M^i^illa 
•4  fibittBlopf- ,3:he.pf&fett|r^^ 
tion  of^.qx^^Pf^]^tj^p^i«9ito^iiR» 
flt^^iq^lh/B  ^^rpatig^^ayia^  ^j^nl^  i^kidldvBlioBa. 
fm^Mm  thp#rcflRerfrff,Etance,.^4iW  <»iwitditfct 
^^if^^l  ^iLllawrjy  J88«e4t%ai|iu|t  hijnto#^4M^fi«lMb 
ti5med.    ,g|. . J^ftcfr ^,,tbft  f m»i!^t«»gi  par<^to»gw>ii 
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i:64in^lel#^tw4thUk6^dae  propoi^iob  ord^^ry 
Had ifiatiil^*'^  S.  {Tl«^  ^pi€^  ^t'  te  !^«i«;Hi 

Booaaparte  dbould  be  reddeiNB^  itM^{]iiil]to«f  distufS- 
ibg^i^k^^pitiUie  of  Eiif<^)e;^  After \itbeif  sab(Mefdtnate 
l^tibl^i^^hcT  Ttfa'^oTid^V  tlist  the  "dtRer  '^&#ei^ 
of  £dfa^'^hOQldbe  invited  to  accede  tbthe  treai 
ey ;  and  the  8th,  that  the  Kihg  dfi  France  ish^iild 
be  ji^rdciilaiiy  daUM  lipcm  to  beetalti^  af  ^pkrty  to  it. 
jl.'  sc^^ifrate  ~a]!ti(ill&  provided,  that  the  King  of  Greiik, 
Blitain  i^cmld'faave  tii^  option  oif  fnxmdhing'  ^i& 
comingeftt  in  men,  or  spaying,  ihste^  ^t  tfae^tat^ 
tf  80/*'  St^rlihg  jier  ann^m  for  eadh  caVairy  sdMil^; 
and  SOL  p^aoMmt' for  each  inlkhtr^ -soldier,  which 
skooM  h6^  'wahting  to  viake  tip  his  ^drnplement* 
T&ihhitt9^^rA^ifirktibii^ka  shibjMnbd,  when  it 
Wbl»  irtitifi^^by  the  Priiiee  Rej^ent;  rfelerrtng  to  the 
e^hth  a^fidle*  ^  thte  triiaty,  aiid  defelaring  tfeat  it 
should"  lidt^  be  ahdei^tbod  as  binding  tns  Britan&ie 
M*j^i^ty  «) 'j*ds*;^td  >!hife -Mrlftr,  with  the  view  of 
forcibly  iiij^oising  dn  R'anb^^an^^'psWioiAlur go vtoii^ 
iktnW  "thd  othei^  ^ontractuJ/g-powers  agreed  to  iw4 
eep^'ijf  the'acces^ii^  of  bislRo}^  Highne^^  u^de^ 
thllfe  eiglihktidA^^and  HffiftatJ^i;  '<     ^'      •      f' 

The  treaty  of  Yienna  may  be  considered  in  a 
double  point  of  view,  first,  upon  principle,  and,  se- 
condly, as  to  its  mode  <rf  expression ;  and  it  wa« 
commented  upon  in  both  respects  in  the  British 
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Hoose  of  Comaioiis*  The  expediency  of  the  vrar 
wftg  denied  by  ^^yeral  of  tbe  Opposition  members, 
on  account  of  the  exhausted  state  of  Great  Brkaiii, 
•bat  they  generally  admitted  that  the  escape  of  Buo- 
naparte gave  a  jost  caasefinr  the  deckratioii  of  bos- 
tilities.  The  great  statesman  and  jariscMmsaity 
whom  we  have  already  quoted,  delivered  an  opinion 
for  himself,  and  those  with  whom  he  acted,  coacJi- 
ed  in  the  most  poMtive  terms. 

<^  Some  insinuations,^  said  Sir  James  Mackintosh, 
*^  had  been  thrown  out,  of  differences  of  opinion  on 
his  side  of  the  House,  respecting  the  evils  of  this 
escape.  He  utterly  demed  them.  All  agreed  in  la- 
menting  the  occurrence  which  rendered  the  renewal 
of  war  so  probable,  not  to  say  certain.  All  bis 
friends,  with  whose  sentiments  he  was  acquainted, 
were  of  opinion,  that,  in  the  theory  of  public  law, 
the  as8umpti<m  of  power  by  Napdleon  had  given  to 
the  allies  a  just  cause  of  war  i^rainst  France.  It 
was  perfectly  obvious,  that  the  abdication  of  Na* 
pole<m,  and  his  perpetual  renunciation  of  the*  su- 
preme  authority,  was  a  ccmditiou^and  the  most  im« 
portant  condition,  on  which  the  alU^s^  had  gninted 
peace  to  France.  The  convention  of  Fontainel^lean,} 
and  the  treaty  of  Paris,  were  equally  parts  of  th^ 
great  compact  which  re-established  friendship  be- 
tween France  and  Europe.  In  consideration^f  the 
safer  and  more  inoffensive  state  of  France,  when  se- 
parated from  her  terrible  leader,  ccmfederated  Eu- 
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^Tope  had  gtabted  moderi^e  and  fieivoiiii^ble  terawof 
^  peace.  As  soon  as  France  had  plated  this  im- 
portant condition^  by  again  submitting  tothe  autho- 
rity  of  Napoleon,  the  allies  were  doubtless^  released 
from  their  part  of  the  compact,  and  re-entered  into 
their  belligerent  rights." 

The  provocations  pleaded  by  Bacmapatte,  (which 
«eem  to  havebe^n  entirely  fanciful,so  far  as  respects 
any  designon  his  freedom,)  were, first,  Theseparatioo 
from  his  family.  Bat  this  was  a  question  with  Aus- 
tria exclusively  ;  for  what  power  was  to  compel  the 
Emperor  Francis  to  restore  his  daughter,  after  the 
fate  of  war  had  flung  her  again  ujader  his  paternal 
.  protection?  Napoleon^s  feelings  in  his  situation  were 
extremely  natural,  but  those  of  the  Emperor  cannot 
be  blamed,  who  considered  his  daughter's  honour 
and  happiness  as  interested  in  separating  her  from  a 
man,  who  was  capable  of  attempting  to  redeem  his 
broken  fortunes  by  the  most  desperate  means.  Much 
would  depend  upon  the  inclination  of  the  illustrious 
person  herself;  but  even  if  some  degree  of  paternal 
restraint  had  been  exerted,  could  Napoleon  really 
feel  himself  justified  in  renewing  a  sort  of  Trojan 
war  with  all  the  powers  in  Europe,  in  curder  to  re- 
cover his  wife,  or  think,  because  he  was  separated 
ftomher society  by  aflinty4ieartedfather,thathe  was 
therefore  warranted  in  invading  and  subduing  the 
kingdom  of  France  P  The  second  4urticle  of  provo- 
'.cation,  and  we  admit  it  as  a  just  (me,  was,  that  Na* 
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\  ^w^  toft  to  neoe^MM^rv^hMtist  bftgter^t 
to  iiavie  been  snbjeeted,  hyihnc^mklAoU^gi^Ba 

«f  cemphnt;  ttsd  ft^daeii  obe  ^  btttntfgtlajt  iMi^^f? 
SareijrMliigftfMt  ttetrttiet^idiiete^tabili^riM^MKl 
called  upon  them  to  matb^giM  theirtk^Ml^  j-  and 
liwl  etftted/  thAtlVdikicb  iMid  faHod  t6  'tiMke-  good 
those  ebKgatkttiB,  f«RrtAi<^^hltdt6db^gl^l}^delt^. 
•Ebglbiidi  who  Waft  oidytfn^M^Mdfil^ to'tbe  tineaty,  had 
iitfVeftbetcttdiltready  hitelffcrod  h  Buonaparte's  be- 
htif,  iind>tbdre  e^lk  be  ^ddodbt  that  ^«di^  ifeoafd 
'MVi1>eeif  J;^*aaeed  by  di«  cbht»i^ing  pki^ied^  who 
ebi&ld  Hotin  ic^ndy  *void  enfbrcfn^  a-trifeifj,  which 
tJttd' beefed  their  dWtiicrrining.  ^h^t  (hisgimr^ntee 
^gtfvcfNb^^^n  a  H^ht  to  appesfl  aiid<t6«&i]i^pM!fi;caD. 
iiiW^ri  dfebiid  ;  bot  that  it  gav^>hiAi*  n^fft'tiTpro. 
ci^d  far^  VM^ce,  ^ithooV^^y  eiposttiS^fic^  pi^. 
Otisly  made;  is  cbrifrahpy  to  jrft^  ideas?  tt  tbfe^lair'bf 
^^ti6ns;Hvh{l5h  toddts;tbftt  Ho  lagj^riHiiMi^Vsffi.  cd^ 
Mi^^^khegititiaAte  tikM^  of  wUt,  itDtift^br^lriis 
^efea '  tfeftsedv    ^his,  ho%« vei*,  IS  all  ifri^ire  l^r «- 
gnniJ§nt;'^'«oonajjb«d  clld^^t  ihtaae>  Fri«h^;«- 
^ti^e  sh^  ii^iis  deficient  in  paying  his. pension.    He 
invltded  'her, *eda:tf9e  he sia Wa  ^txA^-^ds^tm c#M€. 
giilhingthtf  thi^e  v'^oi^do  Wb'b^ievl^thaft  i^ 
of  gold  would  have  prevailed  on  him  to  fcnrego  the 
opportunity* 

His  ihore  available  ground  of  defence,  however, 
was,  that  he  was  recalled  by  the  gei^eral  voice  of 
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'  Ae  nation  of  France  ;  but  the  whole  fccts  of  the 
case  contradicted  this  statement  His  league  with 
the  revolutionists  was  made  reluctantly  on  their  p^rt, 
nor  did  that  party  fcnri  any  very  coil&idieralde  pcwr- 
tiori  of  the  nation.  **  His  election/'  accorffing  to 
Grattan,  **  was  a  military  election ;  and  lAen  the 
army  disposed  of  the  ciril  govertimbnty  it  Was  the 
march  c^  a  military  chief  over  a  cofaqii^red  h&ii(^. 
The  nation  did  not  rise  to  assist  Louis^  ot  resist  Bue^ 
naparte,  because  the  nation  could  not  rise  agmnst  the 
army.  I'he  mind  of  ]^ranc6,  as  well  iia  bbr  ecnlstfl^ 
tion,  had  dompletety  lost,  for  the  present,  the  powei^ 
of  resistance.  They  pasdvely  yielded  to  mipetier 
force.", 

tn  short,  tfae  opinion  of  the  HMtit  of  Commit 
was  so  unanimous  oh  the  ^fisastrous  conse^ple^oes  of 
Napoleon^s  quitting  Elba,  that  the  minori^  l»toughl; 
charges  agaiiist  Ministers  fiir  not  hanng  j^lPQvide^ 
more  e£fi&ctual  means  to  prevent  his  escape.  To 
ihese  charges  it  was  re^ed,  tliat  ftitain  was  not  hk 
keeper ;  that  it  was  impossible  to  mMntaiii  a  Une  of 
bldckade  around  Hha ;  aiid  if  ii  bad  beei^  ^^t^imum, 
that  Britain  had  no  right  to  interfere  #iih  Buoni^ 
parte^s  motions,  so  fkr  as  concerned  i^rt  enpedMcm 
unconnected  with  the  purpose  of  esciqie ;  idljiou^ 
if  w^  avowed,  that  if  a  British  vesafi  had  deteeiedf 
him  ii|  tbe  act  of  goin^  to  Prance  wiih  im  setttbA 
force,  for  the  purpose  of  invasion,  tfaii  rij^t  df  ^ttijp- 
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ping  his  progress  would  have  been  exercised  at  everj 
hasard.  Still,  it  was  urged,  they  had  no  title  either 
to  establish  a  police  upon  the  island,  the  object  of 
which  should  be  to  watch  its  acknowledged  Emperor, 
^  to  maintain  a  naval  force  around  it,  to  i^rehend 
him  in  case  he  should  attempt  an  escape.  Both  would 
have  been  in  direct  contradiction  of  the  treaty  of 
Fontainebleau,  to  which  Britain  had  acceded,  though 
she  was  not  one  of  the  contracting  parties. 

The  style  of  the  declaration  of  the  allies  was  more 
generally  censured  in  the  British  Parliament  than 
its  warlike  tone«  It  was  contended,  that,  by  decla- 
ring Napoleon  an  outlaw,  it  invoked  against  him  the 
daggers  of  individuals,  as  irell  as  the  sword  of  jus- 
tice. This  charge  of  encouraging  assassination  was 
warmly  repelled  by  the  supporters  of  ministry.  The 
purpose  of  the  proclamation,  it  was  said,  was  mere- 
ly to  point  out  Napoleon  to  the  French  nation,  as  a 
person  who  had  forfeited  his  civil  rights,  by  the  act 
of  resuming,  contrary  to  treaty,  a  position  in  which, 
from  his  temper,  habits,  and  talents,  he  must  again 
become  an  olgect  of  suspicion  and  terror  to  all  Europe. 
His  inflexible  resolution,  his  unbounded  ambition, 
his  own  genius,  his  power  over  the  mind  of  others,— 
those  great  military  talents,  in  short,  which,  so  va« 
faiable  in  war,  are  in  peace  so  dangerous,  had  afforded 
reasc^s  for  making  the  peace  of  Paris,  by  which 
Napoleon  was  personally  excluded  from  the  throne. 
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Wh^  Ni^leon  broke  tbal  peace^  sotemnly  oonckid- 
ed  with  Europe,  he  forfeited  his  political  rights^, 
and  in  that  view  Itlone  the  outlawry  was  to  be  cour 
strued.  In  consequence  of  these  resolutions,  adopt- 
ed at  Vienna  and  London,  all  Europe  rlmg  with  the 
preparatbns  for  war ;  and  the  number  of  troops  with 
which  the  allies  proposed  to  invade  France,  were 
rated  at  no  less  than  one  million  and  eleven  thoU" 
sand  soldiers.* 

Before  {nroceeding  farther,  it  is  requisite  to  si^  a 
few  words  on  the  subject  ef  Murat.  He  had  been 
for  seme  time  ligitated  by  fears  natuntUy  arising  fii^om 
the  attack  made  upon  his  govemmmit  at  the  Con- 
gress, by  Talleyrand.  The  effect  had  not,  it  was 
trae,  induced  the  other  powers  to  decide  against  him ; 
but  he  seems  to  have  bee^  conscious  diat  the  reports 
of  General  Nugent  and  Lord  William  Bentandc, 
concurred  in  representing  him  as  having  acted  in  the 
last  campaign,  rather  the  part  of  a  trimmer  betwixt 
twofflttM^  than  that  of  a  confederate,  sincere,  as  he 
professed  to  be,  in  fovonr  «f  die  aUiea.  Perhaps  hia 
conscien^  acknowledged  this  truth,  for  k  eettmfy 


*  The  coivtulgents  of  the  tarioiis  powers  were  as  inSkfwn  t*^ 
Austria  300,000  men ;  Russia  225,000 ;  Prussia  236,000 ;  States  , 
of  Germany  150,000;  Oieat  Britain  50,000;  UdOand  50,000 1 
in  «H,  1,^1 1,000  sf^ters. 
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sepuna  m  if  Eug^e  mif kt  h»ve  been  Amnks  hMdV 
ptessed,  bud  Murat  be^  ^K^osed  tQ  act  idt]f  ^ser* 
gjinbcMfoftheaUies.   H«  feU,  tlioriefoi^  ibati  tbe 
th|:oiie  of  Tancred  toiiered  vndffr  bm»  «d  raaUgr 
dol^nliiiied  tb»t  it  was  better  to  brave  a  danger^  tksok 
t9  4U0W  toie  to  see  wb^tbex  ift  might  not  pasa  Mmfy. 
Murat  bad  held  intercourse  wiftb  the  Isle  of  £lba, 
and  caiuioi  but  bave  known  Buonapavte'a  pvrpoae 
when  he  left  it ;  but  he  ought,  at  the  sane  tivie^  ta 
bfVQ  coQsideced^  than  if  his  hedtber-in^law  mcif  with 
any  ^ec^s^Us  own  aWance  wotdd  booooKe  tmmtitt 
ta  Austria,  who  bad  sucli  anidetj^to  relain  ^nartb'. 
of  Italy,  and  must  have  be^  pmcbasftd  on  faia  own 
t«e»s. 

IaA;ead^  bow^Yor^  of  wMting  fov  an  ofpdrtidiatj 
of, profiting  by  Napoleon'a  atlQtopti$  whidi  oooULmr 
haVe  fiiiled  to  artive,  Murat  resolT^  to  tbraw  lim^. 
salfintd  the^fi^«y»  abd  carre  &r  Imnself*    Hephoed 
himetf  at  the  bead  df  an  army  of  BQfiOQ  mmi  stA 
wttfiouteiqfttumng'  bis  inten&ns^  oocdpied  fiqora^ 
thirFop^  sfsd  offdiaals  %ing  U^ofe  Inn^  tbctsth 
ei^ed^die  wbcde  liiiB  of  die  Fo,  wfaidi  the  Arabvor: 
force  was  inadequate  to  maintain  ;  and,  on  31st  of 
March,  addressed  a  proclamation  to  all  Italians^sum^ 
momng  th^m  to  rise  in  9^ms  for  the  liti^ratiair  of 
their  cbdiitfy.     It  seettied  riot*^  cleai',  thii^  the  pur- 
pose of  this  son  of  a  pastry-cook  an^ount<^;  to  no- 
thing else,  than  the  formation  of  Italy  into  one  state. 
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iBtHA  €lie  pbMndg  httMielf  dti  the  tiMrone  of  the  Caesurs. 
T^  |)TochifB|i«fion  wits  sigB^H  Joadnm  Nutpoleon, 
*#hidi  Jafit  name,  formerly  {irid  aside,  lie  reassmntd 
tH  tiiis  ciilSca}  peri^.     The  appeal  to  the  Italians 
'Was  in  fun.     The  fends  among  the  petty  states  B!r$ 
so  numerotis,  their  pi'etensions  so  irreconcilahle,  and 
their  weakness  has  made  them  so  often  the  prey  ^ 
Suceessive  conquerors,  l^at  lliey  found  little  inviting 
tn  the  proposal  of  umon^  little  arousing  in  the  sound 
of  independibnce.     Hie  proclamation,  therefore,  had 
small  effect,  except  upon  some  of  the  students  at  Bo- 
logna. Mnrat mar ched  northward,  however,  and  being 
miich  superior  in  numbers,  defeated  the  Austrian  ge- 
neral Biancfai,  and  occupied  Modena  and  Florence. 
Murat's  attitude  was  now  an  alarming  one  to  Eu- 
rope.    If  he  should  press  forward  into  Lombardy,  he 
might  eo-operate  with  Buonaparte,  now  restored  to 
his  crown,  and  would  probably  be  reinforced  by  thou- 
sanck  of  the  veterans  of  the  Viteroy  Eugene^s  army* 
Austria,  therefore,  became  deslirous  of  peace,  and  of- 
fered to  guarantee  to  him  the  possession  of  the  king- 
dom of  Naples,  with  an  addition  he  had  long  cov^ed, 
the  marches,  namely,  of  the  Roman  See.     Britain, 
at  the  same  time,  intimated,  that,  having  made  truce 
with  Joachim  at  the  instance  of  Austna,  it  was  to 
lakt  no  longer  than  his  good  intelligence  with  h^ 
idly.     Mmrat  refused  the  conditions  of  the  one  power, 
and  neglected  the  remonstrances  of  the  other.  >  "It 
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was  too  late,^  he  said;  *< Italy  deaonFeefioedom,  aiid 
die  diall  be  free,^  Hete  dosed  all  liopes  of  peace ; 
Austria  declared  war  agabst  Murat,  and  e^qpedhed 
the  reinfinxements  tent  into  Italy ;  and  j^tain  pro- 
pared  a  descent  upon  his  Neapolitan  do«iinioii% 
where  Ferdinand  still  continued  to  have  many  adr 
herents* 

Murat's  character  as  a  tactidan  was  far  infieriiHr 
lo  that  which  he  deservedly  bore  as  a  soldier  in 
the  field  of  battle,  and  he  was  still  a  worse  politi- 
cian than  a  general.  A  repulse  sustained  in  an  at- 
tempt to  pass  the  Pq  near  Occhio-belloy  aeoEus  tQ 
have  disconcerted  the  plan  of  hift  who)e  campaign, 
nor  did  he  find  himself  able  to  renew  the  9^otia^ 
tions  which  he  had  rashly  broken  off*  He  seined 
to  acknowledge,  by  his  military  movements,  that  he 
had  attempted  a  scheme  far  beyond  his  str^gtb  and 
understanding.  He  retreated  upon  his  whole  line, 
abandoning  Parma,  Reggio,  Modenit,  Florence  and 
all  Tuscany,  by  which  last  movement  he  pit  the 
Austrians  in  possession  of  the  best  and  shcnrtest  ro^ 
to  Bome.  In  consequence,  he  was  pressed  on  his  re>- 
treat  in  SiOBi  and  rear,  and  compelled  to  give  battle 
near  Tolentino«  It  w^s  sustained  for  two  days,  (Sd 
and  8d  of  May,)  but  the  Nei^litans  could  not  be 
brought  into  dose  action  with  the  iron-nerved  Au£k 
trians.  It  was  in  vain  that  Murat  placed  fidd-piecef 
in  the  rear  of  his  aUacking  columns,  with  or^^  Uf 
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fire  grape  on  them  shcmld  they  retreat ;  in  rain  that 
he  hkneelf  set  the  example  of  the  most  desperate  cou- 
mtge.  The  Neapolitan  army  fled  in  dispersion  and 
discomfiture.  Their  guns,  ammunition^  treasure, 
^uid  baggage,  became  the  spoil  of  the  Austrians ; 
and  in  tnnrersing  the  mountains  of  Abruiso,  Murat 
lost  half  his  army  without  stroke  of  sword. 

The  defeated  Prince  was  pursued  into  his  Neapoli- 
tan dominions,  whare  he  lei^med  that  the  Calabrians 
were  in  insurrecticm,  and  that  anlkigli$h  fleet,  escort- 
ing an  invacUng  anny  from  Sicily,  had  i^pearod  in 
the  bay  of  Naples.  His  army,  reduced  to  a  handftil 
by  r^eated  skirmishes,  in  which  he  had  behared 
widi  such  temerity  as  to  make  his  followers  thmk 
he  cksired  death,  was  directed  to  throw  itself  into 
Capua.  He  himself,  who  had  left  Na^des  splendidly 
appawUed,  according  to  his  custom,  and  at  the  head 
of  a  gallant  army,  now  entered  its  gates  att^idsd 
only  by  four  lancers,  alighted  at  the  palace,  and  ap- 
peared before  the  Queen,  pale,  haggard,  dishevelled^ 
with  all  the  ogns  of  extreme  fatigue  and  dejection. 
His  sdLutation  was  in  the  afiecting  words,  ^<  Ma- 
dam, I  have  not  been  able  to  find  death.'^  He 
presently  found,  that  remaining  at  Ni^es,  which 
was  about  to  fidl  into  other  hands,  would  cob^hnk 
mise  his  liberty,  perhaps  his  life.  He  to^  leave  of 
his  Qi^en,  whom  circttmstaBCfi^  were  abcmt  to  de- 
inrive  of  that  title,  cut  (^  his  haix^  and  disguising 
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immfyil^ly  ^xw^f^,  «)wrme^  by  the  tt&Amey  of 
t\9  Kenpoliu^  pot)  to  uii^i^n*«c$kli»  6|«Mtl«»d 
))mrtf  to  Ci^mmodore  O«»i^ttl^tb0  Tfimeviltei^ 
and  was  r0p^?^  ^n  homd  1m  y«Bfl^ 

1^  )iii  iN^iH4^  iNsl^tiy^  19  9ftj4  to  l|«f^  9a^fd  vnA 

nif»d^  p^^pe  m^  thp  yar  rf  !§**?''     Xfw?  aib 

^9^^  iw4  N^tete  c^«l^  i»  *kn*^  an*  hi 

^tilm^  &^  b^^  t«id^irft|]ie)i  Ml  (9<«aw,  yel  4a;t 

IM9|r  191^4  I4rea^^  lletTWb  tlie  adyeftMuro^  br^t]|e|9. 
]^f^  (^p<lleo9^«t  j|]l  fii^  f^^  4»if4  tiM 
)]^  ila4i^  le^  ^^mn  to  Mm^^F^d^^^i^HiQailr 

w»,  that  YiHsui  hit  mti«dl  tQ  Stt)%  he^Uxik  ftremU 
filF  JOur^  b{r  letter, foigiiriag  aikihsifi  hi^pfliMibtef 
tvi^  thftift^  ai)4  leo^immwttay  u  him  Iirotl»r«jnf 
)aw  io  tolfi  OB  ;good  tdni^  i^  tt}e  4iA«lfi^i>  aM 
cwly  Do  dbdtk  tham  i£httam dienr lihely  taa^ail)^ 
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hi^'i  ik^fn  m  o^eoi  of  pi^  4ian  jni0fpts)^(^'  ^ 
^ir0lr>  Apil  dficb^Qg  thai  Ae  ^MictoMAl  ^  Mis  %- 

QB^UHemlr  Aitttm  widiwl  Miftci|»il  «^i^  aad  h^t^ 

pmt^  k  TTis  noi  to  he  ^^ofpon^  ^H  thej  ^^^  ^tkiPfij 
¥»thdiit  s  imitatal  undfiirstwdwgv  S^dlv  in4^^  w«b 
irittktg  tQ>  xbbC  cm  bie  ^n  fi»tii[fie9,  well  h^ynia>g 
that  his  claim  to  the  other's  ^aaHMl^  would  4^peiHl 
^^lily  vpm  Im  9vme$ni  mA  ij^iHitfog)  hm^^  to 
telU|iibh  Ae  pritil^  <^  mi4d«g  |iq»(|05  s^u14  tf  ^ 

keifnte  of  Ms  bioAdi^in^aw*  6fofewiAiit*a^5  tjie 
iiq;>lwi>did£iaiti<hickid>&M6mtei^  ga?e  of  Mi^^Rpke> 
]«^dR*a|d|0<  irbite  ii  ^  jiebtn^  (o  {nriiHyiiee  §^oe$|8, 

i,  4))riaM  0ffer  irfNaJirfwkiui^;  Miteil^ ;  ^  tluit 
obuli^'sbis  o&rii  haroiobftttBad  i^hMnr^^ 
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ter  the  repulse  of  Oochio-bdio,  was  feady  once  more 
to  have  deserted  Napoleon,  whose  name  he  had  ao 
lately  reassumed.     InYolved  in  this  mase  of  sdfidi 
policy,  Murat  had  now  the  mortificatimi  to  findbim- 
self  contemned  by  Napoleon,  when  hem%ht»  indeed, 
be  a  burden,  bat  could  afford  lum  no  aid.     Had  lie 
arrired  at  Milan  as  a  ¥ictot,  and  ctirtended  a  friend- 
ly hand  across  the  Alps,  how  different  would  hare 
been  his  reception  t    But  Buonaparte  refused  to  see 
him  in  hb  distress,  or  to  permit  him  to  come  to  Pa- 
ris, satisfied  that  the  sight  of  his  misery  would  be  a 
bitter  contradicticm  to  the  fidbles  which  the  French 
journals  had,  for  some  time,  published  of  hb  success. 
Fouche  sent  him  a  message,  much  like  that  which 
enjoined  the  dishonoured  ambassadors  of  Solomon  to 
tarry  at  Jericho  tiU  their  beards  grew.     It  recom* 
mended  to  Murat  to  remain  in  sednsion,  till  the  re- 
collection of  his  disgrace  should  be  abated  by  newer 
objects  of  general  interest 

Buonaparte  had  sometimes  ^[itertained  thoughts 
of  bringing  Murat  to  the  army,  but  was  afraid  of 
shocking  the  French  soldiers,  who  would  have  felt  dis- 
gust  and  hornnr  at  seeing  the  man  who  had  betrayed 
France.  *'  I  did  not,""  he  said  to  his  followers  at  St 
Helena,  '^  thin)c  I  oould  carry  him  through^  and  yet 
he  might  hare  gained  us  the  victory ;  for  there  were 
moments  during  the  biM^tle,  (of  Waterloo,)  when  to 
^ve  forced  two  or  three  of  the  English  squares 
might  have  insured  it,  and  Murat  was  just  the  man 
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for  the  work.  In  leadii^  a  duurge  of  cavftbry^  never 
was  there  an  officer  more  detmnined,  more  brave^ 
and  more  brilliant^ 

Murat  was  thus  prohibited  to  come  to  the  court  of 
the  Tuilleriesy  where  his  defection  might  have  been 
foi^ven,  but  his  defeat  was  an  inexpiable  offence* 
He  remained  in  obscurity  near  Toulon,  till  his  fate 
called  him  elsewhere,  after  the  decisive  battle  of 
Waterloo.*  From  this  episode,  for  such,  however 
important  it  is,  in  the  present  history,  we  return  to 
France  and  our  immediate  subject 


*  Itwis  well  known  that  Joachim  Murat,  escaping  with  dif- 
ficulty from  France,  fled  to  Corsica,  and  might  have  obtained  per- 
mission to  reside  upon  parole  in  the  Austrian  territories,  sale  sind 
unmolested.  He  nourished  a  wild  idea,  howervr,  of  recovering 
his  crown,  which  induced  him  to  reject  these  terms  of  safety,  and 
invade  the  Neapolitan  territories  at  the  head  of  about  two  hundred 
men.  That  his  whole  expedition  might  be  an  accurate  parody  on 
that  of  Buonaparte  to  Cann^  he  published  swaggering  proclama- 
tions, mingled  with  a  proper  quantum  of  falsehood.  A  storm  dis- 
persed his  flotilla.  He  himself,  October  8th,  landed  at  a  little 
fishing  town  near  Monte  Leone.  He  was  attacked  by  the  country 
people,  fought  as  he  was  wont,  but  was  defeated  and  made  prisoner, 
tried  by  martial  law,  and  condemned.  The  Sicilian  royd  family 
k^ye  sh(Mvn  themselves  no  forgiving  race^  otherwise  menJy  mi§^ 
have  been  extended  to  one,  who,  though  now  a  private  person, 
had  been  so  lately  a  king,  that  he  might  be  pardoned  for  forgetting 
that  he  had  no  longer  the  power  of  makiBg  peace  and  war  wtt^mi 
personal  responsibility.  Murat  met  his  fate  as  became  l^e  Beau 
Sabreur*  He  fastened  his  wife's  picture  on  his  breast,  refused  to 
hav6  his  eyes  bandaged,  or  to  use  a  seat,  reoeived  tax  boUs  through 
hit|  heart,,  and  met  tl^  death  which  he  had  braved  with  impunity 
in  the  thick  of  many  conflicts,  and  sought  in  vain  in  so  many 
others.  ' 
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Bwmapartt^s  attempts  to  conciliate  Britain.^-Plot  to  carry  of 
Maria  Lam$a  fail$.^^State  6f /MSn^  in  Premefe  mM  r#- 
^gard  to  Buonapartes  return — the  Arm^ — ike  Jacobms — the 
Constitutionalists, — Fouche  andSieyes  made  Peers. — Free- 
.  dom  of  the  Press  granted^  and  outraged, — Lidepenttent  con- 
duct  of    Cknnpte^  editor  of  Le  Censeur. — Disc^ections 
xomong  the  lower  orders — Part  of  them  attached  to  Swmti- 
parte — These  assemble  before  the  Tuilleries,  and  tqjplaud 
*thg  £mperor, — Festival  of  the  Federates, — New  Constitu- 
tion^It  is  received  with  dis$atirfm^ion-^Meetin§  of  the 
4Jhamp  de  Mai  to  ratify  it,-^Buomaparte^s  Address  to  Ac 
Chambers  of  Peers  andDeputtes.^^  Thespirit  of  Jacobinism 
predominant  in  the  Uttter, 

Whilk  Murat  was  $tn;^liiig  and  fiiikiiig  under 
hk  evil  fiite,  Buonapatle  was  a<^eiy  {nrepaoruig  itit 
the  a^^roachii^  contest.  His  first  attempt,  as  we 
lurve  already  seen,  was  to  condliate  the  allkd  power*. 
1t*o  satisfy  Great  Britan,  he  passed  an  act  abolifth- 
iq^  tli6  skve  trade,  and  made  some  regulations  con- 
cerning national  education,  in  which  he  spoke  highly 
:Df  the  systems  of  Bell  and  Lancaster.     These  met- 
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svuktf  werQ  fii¥rai9ibl;  cmfinied  bji  ram  c«f  H>itt  lfe< 
gUiUtocs ;  avd  tUt  ^ey  wev9  mh  is  a  ^ew^^Itite  fimtf; 
that  Buonaparte  undeiBtood  tlfe  tea^^  q^  due  lift^ 
t\fm*>    To  $i}]^iQae  thalt  dai6ii§  bUt  boa  vkoHM  of 
reid^Daj^^t^  bi^  mind  yi^.  aciival;  caofqplojFQd  ufpa  iim. 
msitp&k^Uhi  n9ff^s,  or  the  deplonable  stale,  of  ig^, 
HfM^antee  tor  wbicb  Im  own  moaaims,  and  tbe  v^abi  of] 
etaijr  itvitnicti^ii^  Ittd  irf  dticed  the  youth  of  Tixoce^. 
^m^acglie  hnf  litdeacqii^i^itncevith  bia  habitat. 
olambiJ&m..    T«i  bdlieve,  on^tl^  cpntcarj,  thai  he, 
nvjoidd^  at  Us,  fitat  amvat  in  Frsiue^  muke  anjr  ap-. 
pMonlriacriBeesipfaifh  jfaight  attnutl^  good^-vill  of, 
hia  poirefffi|l  and  dwigeraiii  nd^bqur^  is  mois  oouk  . 
SQOant  «tb  hia  fiffiiMsaaeBy.bis  inieretl;,  fUd  his  dii^ 
raeter^     The  path  which  he  chone  ta  ^tinihef  esftaenrf 
of  Britain^  wsi^hjm  raeaiia  injudicious.     Tha^  abo^ . 
litMi  c£  njegro  slmerf^  and  die  iafitnietion  of  the 
poor,  h««iF  (to  the  honour  of  our  kgifikitiii;;e)  bem 
frapient  and  adxiotis  sulgieetB  of  dolibe^alioB  %k  the 
Hquffe  of  Cosiiihonsi;  d3i4  to  raankrad,  whether  ixiA 
Aimkadfy  or  idiNStvrdjf  pd'  speicies  of  &N;$fryi]a 
moMS  pleaatig  tbab.  that  of  assent  an^  imitatknou    It 
is  not  a  little  to  the  credit  of  our  country,  that  the 
maat  ffi^owdd  eqeMyj>f  Botrai  <ftioTe  to  cittltiibte>our 
goavbd^iason,  not  fa^  aoijr  oSeis  of  icitiaBaladmnitog^ . 
bufti.by;afiplar&g,  tor4aancBr[  in^gsiiird  nseai&De^:<^ 
bqp0Menae>%i^d  attentkni  to&the  henofit  6f  soeietgpw 
Yet,  upon  the  wholeytfakobataoler (^MapAlebgwasi; 
too  genendly  understood,  and  the  purpose  of  his  ap- 
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ptTCBft  i|yaiimtfaip  to  BiHiih  sentunaiu,  too  ob- 
▼kraily  cSbcted,  for  serrn^  to  mike  any  gei^ral  or 
■affioiit  inqproMOOB  in  his  fiiTOur. 

With  Austria,  Napoleon  acted  Afficmitlj.  He  was 
aware  that  bo  in^ression  couM  be  made  ob  the  Em- 
peror Francis,  or  his  minister  Mettemieh,  and  that 
it  had  become  impossible,  with  their  Consent,  that  he 
shoold  fulfil  his  pnnnise  of  presenting  his  wife  and 
sen  to  the  people  on  the  Champ  do  Mai.     Strmtagem 
remained  die  only  resource;  and  some  Frendunen  at 
Vienna,  with  those  in  Maria  Louisa's  train,  formed 
a  sdieme  of  carrying  off  the  Empress  of  Franoeand 
her  child.     The  plot  was  discovered  and  prer^ited, 
and  the  most  public  steps  were  immediately  taken,  to 
show  that  Austria  considered  all  ties  with  Buonaparte 
as  dissolved  for  ever.     Maria  Louisa^  by  her  fiitherli 
commands,  laid  aside  the  arms  and  liveries  o£  her 
hudiand,  hitherto  dis[^yed  by  her  attendants  and 
carriages,  and  assumed  Aose  of  Ae  Imuse  rf  JLbs- 
tria.     This  dedstve  event  put  an  end  to  every  hope 
so  long  dierished  by  Nqpoleon,  that  he  might  find 
some  means  of  regaining  the  friendship  of  his  fuher- 
in-law. 

Nor  did  the  oUiar  powers  in  Europe  show  them- 
selves more  accessible  to  his  advances.  He  was,  there- 
fore, reduced  to  his  own  partisans  in  the  French  na- 
tion, and  those  won  over  fisom  other  parties  wfaimi 
he  might  be  able  to  add  to  them. 
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The  army  had  sufficiently  shown  themsttlves  to 
be  bis  own,  upon  grounds  which  are  easily  ^preciat^ 
ed.  Thie  host  of  public  official  persons,  to  whom 
the  name  under  which  they  exercised  their  offices 
was  in^^ffer^it,  provided  the  salary  continued  to  be 
attached  to  them,  formed  a  large  and  influential  body* 
And  although  we,  who  have  never,  by  such  muta- 
tions of  our  political  system,  been  put  to  the  trial  of 
^ther  abandoning  our  means  of  living,  or  submitting 
to  a  change  o£  government,  may,  on  hearing  quoted 
names  of  respectaUlity  and  celebrity  who  adopted 
the  latter  altemativoi  ekdaim  against  French  versati^ 
lity,  a  glance  at  Britain  during  the  frequent  changes 
of  the  17th  century,  may  induce  us  to  exchange 
the  exclamation  of  poor  France !  for  that  of  pottf 
human  nature  !  The  professors  of  CromweU'^s  days, 
who  piously  termed  themselves  followers  <^  Previa 
dence,  because  they  complied  with  every  change 
that  cmne  uppermost ;  and  the  sect  of  time-s^verSf 
including  the  honest  patriot,  who  omiplained  at  the 
Restoraticm  that  he  had  complied  with  seven  forms 
of  government  during  the  year,  but  lost  his  office  by 
being  too  late  ot  adhering  to  the  last,'^wottld  have 
made  in  their  day  a  list  equally  long,  and  as  enter- 
taining, as  the  celebrated  Dietiannairede  Girotiette^ 
In  matters  dep«ident  upon  a  sudden  Inreece  of  sen- 
timent, the  m^curial  Frenchman  is  more  apt  to  tack 
about  thiui  the  pUqpnatic  and  slowly-moved  native 
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^  Briblili ;  but  when  tlie  steady  inrie-wnd  dT  in- 
wtM  fiisvails  fi)»  #  long  6«mmi>  nien  ja  «U  ii«ri<Mi^ 
ted  eomitries  nhofr  the  Mm  in^sifdtifo  di^iositioB 
fo  trtm  tfaeir  saik  by  hi  and  in  poMtie»  ai  in  mt^ 
tAsf  it  will  be  w^U  lo  pray  agaiiMf  boing  led  iutm 
Uteptatiott. 

Beftidefi  those  attaebed  to  ikm  by  n^w<e  imcimii^ 
6t  ^m  gratitude  iild  respect  fef  Us  ialetftf,  Ni^^okiMi 
bad  now  among  bis  adbarentiS)  or  sadiet  allies^  tiot 
M  a  taatter  of  eboice^  Mit  of  fiecessi$y,  the  Jaeobia 
patn^,  who  had  beeil^  oblig^^  lliough  upwilfiagfy,  to 
adopt  him  as  the  bead  tf(  *  government,  which  tbey 
b<^>ed  to  regenerate,     'f'o  4hes«  were  to  be  ^ide^  i 
fimdi  r^^  iiid  t^cWs  respieot(dble  body,  who,  ftr 
iKM  encotiraging  Ms  attibmpt,  had  testified  Aeak^ 
i^ttes  anxio^  ko  oppMt  it  to  ihe  last,  but  who; 
concerying  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  enrtivdy  lei% 
if 4^  billing  to  kihepi  to  Bqonapai^  on  condi* 
tidn  of  obtaining  a  ftee  eonstitotiop  for  EiatHiis 
A^any  of  theai^  acted,  of  ootirsf ,  on  mixed  fnotives ; 
but  if  we  were  asked  tb  ferm  a  definition  c^  thak, 
W^  ilbtidlA  ie  iiidtfced  10  gt^e  ^e  san^  windr,  lay^ 
bigl  aside  party  Hpiiit,  we  should  ascribe:  to  a  ^fighf 
Englteh  ViThig,  whom  w^  conceive  to  be  a  man  of 
sejftse  a(hd  tiidderation,  a  \6vei  of  laws  atid  ^bee^ 
who^e  ^hid*  regard  to  paa^tdar  pmipee  aad  ikm^ 
^  is  foimd^  oik  wbat  be  ^^faends  tb  h».  4he 
puttti;  good;  atid  Who  differs  fia^na  f  scoisiUfc  Tos^ 
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SO  little^  that  there  is  no  great  chance  of  their  dis- 
puting upon  any  important  constitutional  question, 
if  it  is  fairly  stated  to  both.      Such,  we  believe,  is 
the  difference  betwixt  rational  Constitutionalists  and 
Royalists  in  France;    and  undoubtedly,  while  all 
the  feelings  of  the  latter  induced  them  to  eye  with 
abhorrence  the  domination  of  a  usurper,  there  must 
have  been  many  of  the  former,  who,  fearing  danger 
to  the  independence  of  France  from  the  iiltervention 
of  foreign  powers,  (Conceived,  that  by  advocating  the 
cause  of  Napoleon,  they  were  in  some  degree  making 
a  virtue  of  necessity,  and  playing  an  indifferent 
game  with  as  much  skill  as   the  cards  they  held 
would  permit.  Many  patriotic  and  sensible  men,  who 
had  retained  a  regard  for  liberty  during  all  the  go- 
vernments and  all  the  anarchies  which  had  subsisted 
for  twenty  yiears,  endeavoured  now  to  frame  a  sys- 
tiem  of  government,  grounded  upon  something  like 
freedom,  upon  the  difficulties  of  Buonaparte.  Press- 
ed as  he  was  from  abroad,  and  unsupported  at  home, 
save  by  the  soldiery,  he  would,  they  conceived,  l^e 
thrown  by  necessity  under  the  protection  of  the  na- 
tion, and  obliged  to  recruit  his  adherents  by  com- 
plying with  public  opinion,  and  adopting  a  free  go- 
vernment.* Under  this  persuasion  a  great  number  of 
such  characters,  more  or  less  shaded  by  attachment 
to  a  moderate  and  limited  monarchy,  were  prepared- 
to  acknowledge  Bnonaparte's  re-established  authority, 
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in  SO  fiitf  ms  be  tbould  be  found  todeaenre  U,  by  conr 
cessioDson  bis  part. 

The  conduct  and  arguments  of  another  portion  ef 
ibe  ftiends  of  the  constitution,  rather  resembled  tluu 
which  might  have  been  adopted  in  England  by  mo* 
derate  and  intell^;ent  Tories.    Sudi  men  wane  not 
prepared  to  resign  the  oause  of  tfieirlawiul  monarchy 
because  fortune  had  for  a  time  declared  against  him. 
They  were  of  opinion,  that  to  make  a  ooiiatitaii<Mi 
permanent,  the  monarch  must  have  his  r^hts  ascer* 
tainedand  vindicated,  as  well  as  those  of  Ae  people; 
and  that  if  a  usurper  were  to  be  acfcnoidedged  upon 
any  terms,  however  plausiUe^  so  soon  as  he  had  cut 
his  way  to^nicoess  by  lus  sword,  the  nation  would  be 
exposed  to  perpetual  revolutione.    Louis,  these  meii 
might  aiguei  had  committed  no  crime  whatever ;  he 
was  only  placed  in  drcums$ances  which  made  some 
persons  suppose  he  mig^.  possibly  be  tempted  to  me- 
ditate changes  on  the  consdtutioii,  andon  the  charter 
which  confirmed  it*  Tborewasmeaimessindeseirtdag 
a  good  and  peaceable  Elng  at  the  commimd  of  a  re^ 
volted  ar^y,  and  a  discarded  usurper.     They  regret? 
ted  that  their  prince  must  be  replaced  by  for^gn  bay-i 
onets ;  yet  it  was  perhaps  better  that  a  ijQodecate  and 
peacefid  govenunent  should  be  restoiped  even  thus, 
than  that  the  I>Vench  nation  should  continue  to  suft 
fisr  undw  the  despotic  tyr«iQy  of  Un^oim  soldiery  • 
Those  reasopers  ridiculed  the  idea^f  a  firee  cousti^ 
tuticm,  which  was  to  be  i^enerated  betwixt  Buona* 
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parte,  whoj  ia  his  former  wgi^,  n^v^r  ^.V>wed  free- 
dom of  thought,  word,  or  actipii,  to  exist  i^^r^pressed^ 
Slid  the  old  £evolutionists,  who,  during  their  period 
of  power,  could  be  satisfied  with  no  de^ee,  of  liberty 
until  they  destroyed  every  copipact  which  hol^s  civil 
society  together,  and  m^de  the  country  rese|](i^le  on^ 
great  bedlam,  set  on  fire  \>y  the  patients^  yO^q  ror 
mained  d^i^cing  in  the  mids^  of  t^e  flame^* 

Such  we  conceive  to  lift^ye  I^n  th^  principles  pq 
which  wise  and  ^loderate  v^^n  qn  either  side  acte4 
during  thi$  distracted  p^eripcjL*  It  ii^  easy  to  suppo^e,^ 
that  their  opinions  jnust  have  been  varied  by  ip^y 
iQqre  an^  less  minute  sl^ades,  arising  from  tempera- 
ment, predilectiQps,  prejudices,  passioi^,  and  feel- 
ings of  self-inffirest,  and  that  tl^ey  were  qb  either  side 
liable  to  be  p^sl^ed  into  exag^ration^  or,  accpr^ing 
to  th^  word  whicli  was  formed  to  esprqs^  that  exagge- 
ration,— rintp  UUrai^m. 

Hef^p^e,  Napoleon  did  all  theU  was  possible  to. 
conciliate  tjhe  ppople's  aflfection^  and  to  show  l^ims^lf 
^inperely  ^e^oHS  of  giving  France  the  free  constitu- 
tion w|iich  lie  had  poii^i^ed.  He  used  the  advice  of 
Carnpt,  Sieyos,  apd  Fouche,  and  certainlypi^ofited  by 
several  of  their  lessons.  He  made  it^  notwithstandin|^, 
a  CQUflitipn,  that  Camot  and  Sieye^  should  accept 
eacli  a  title  and  a  seat  in  his  Hpi^f  of  Peeris,  to  show 
t^t  they  nirere  con^pletely  reconciled  to  the  Imperial 
government ;  and  both  the  ancient  repnblicans  con- 
descended to  exchange  the  bonnet  rou^  for  a  co- 
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ronet,  which,  considering  their  former  opinions,  sat^ 
somewhat  awkwardly  upon  their  brows. 

But  although  the  union  of  the  Imperialists  and  po- 
pular party  had  been  cemented  by  mutual  hatred  of 
the  Bourbons,  and  was  still  kept  together  by  apprehen- 
sion of  the  Eing^s  adherents  within,  and  his  allies  on 
.'the  exterior,  seedsof  discord  were  soon  risible  betweeil 
the  Emperor  and  the  popular  leaders.  While  the  for- 
mer was  eager  once  more  to  wield  with  fiill  energy  the 
sdeptre  he  had  recovered,  the  latter  were  continually 
Reminding  him,  that  he  had  only  assumed  it  in  a  li- 
mited and  restricted  capacity,  as  the  head  of  a  free 
government,  exercising,  indeed,  its  executive  power, 
but  under  the  restraint  of  a  popular  constitution. 
Napoleon,  in  the  frequent  disputes  which  arose  on 
tiiese  important  points,  was  obliged  to  concede  to  the 
demagogues  the  principles  which  they  insisted  upon. 
But  then,  for  the  safety  of  the  state,  involved  in  fo- 
reign and  domestic  dangers,  he  contended  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  invest  the  chief  magistrate  with  a  vigour 
beyond  the  law,  a  dictatorial  authority,  temporary  in 
its  duration,'  but  neariy  absolute  in  its  extent,  as  had 
been  the  manner  in  the  :&ee  states  of  antiquity,  when 
the  republic  was  in  imminent  danger.     Camot  and 
Fouch6,  on  the  other  hand,  considered,  that  although 
it  seemed  natural,  and  might  be  easy,  to  confer  such 
power  at  the  present  moment,  the  resumption  of  it  by 
the  natioti,  when  it  was  once  vested  in  the  hands  of 
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BuoDi^arte^  would  be  a  bc^less  experinlieiit.  Tbe 
vErnperor,  ther^fpre,,  and  his  ministera,  [nroceeded  to 
.iheit  mutual  tasks  with  no  mutual  confidence;  but, 
.on  the  cpiitrary,  with  jealousy,  thinly  veiled  by  at 
affectatipn  of  deference  on  the  side  of  Buonaparte^ 
;and  respect  on  that  of  his  councillors.  ^ 

.  ^  The  very  first  sacrifice  which  the  Emperor  gavel  to 
fteedQm  proved  an  inconvenient  one  to  his'  government 
This  was  nothing  less  than  the  freedom  of  the  prescC 
-It  is  true^ths^  the  influence  of  hi&i  m^oisterof  jK^ee 
joaanaged  by  indirect  means  to  get  possession  of  most 
of  the  journals ;  so  that  of  sixty  writers,  employed 
generally,  if  not  constantly,  in  periodical  comp^t 
tjon,  five  only  were  now  found  friendly  to  the  r^yal 
cause.  The  other  pens,  iir)iic|i  ^  few  days  before  de^ 
scribed  Napoleon  ajs  a  species  of  Ogre,  who  had  def 
voured  the  youth  of  France,  now  wrote  him  downi^  '^ 
hero  and  ^  liberator.  StUl,  when  the  liberty  of  th^ 
pre^s  was  once  established,  it  was  soon  found  impos* 
§ible  to  prevent  it  frpm  asi^erting  its  right  of  utterance^ 
imd  there  were  found  9uttK>rs  to  advocate  the  causes 
of  the  Bourbon^  ^ofm  principle,  frqpa  ci^oe,  ftovk 
the  love  of  9ontradicti(m.  ; 

Ni^ieon,  who  always  showed  himself  sensitiv^^ 
^live  to  the  public  censur^,  established  inspectors  ^ 
the  booksellers.  The  mii^ster  of  police,  a  frietid  o$ 
liberty,  but,  as  Compt^,  the  editor  oS'Le  C^niei^^ 
iqeatly  t)bservedv  only  c^  liberty  after  the  fashjbn  q^ 


d  by  Google 


123  Line  6F 

Monsi^anr  FoQdi6,  «ed  eveiy  lurt  in  kifl  povar  to  pr«. 
Veitt  the  eDBtagum  of  fireedou  ftoin  iq[>l«fldkig  too 
widely.  This  Mourfetfr  CbinpM  vm  4 iMi^iad  )iw- 
teUy  t  irinoefe  adrmMie  of  ^r^dOn,  and  htfd  been  a 
fronot^r  of  Ba<Ai8parte*8  iredurO)  as  likely  tb  ^Vancte 
the  good  cause.  Seeing  Ae  prevailing  inflaence  of  tb^ 
fAMilaTy^lie  pcbti^ked  mtat  severe  remarks  ofi  tbe  un- 
dae  wdgbt  ike  Mny  nMnuned  in  pnWc  affidlfs^  wllieb, 
te  iMitWted  not  to  my^  was  teinging  France  to  the 
CMldititfli  t)f  boito^,  Irfate  the  emjm^iras  disposed  of 
fey  the  Rrfi^t^an  guards.  Th»  stung  to  the  quid 
^-^^e  jMnftl  ifA  ^^M,  by  the  ^lit^,  tiA  the  mi- 
lim^  ei»cfeaV(mted  U>  *poiliate  lihe  fact  in  the  Mom- 
tetnr,  hy'Bi^hgj^hat,  though  seized,  it  had  beien  in* 
MUlIy  t^titored.  But  Compte  was  bot  ^  man  to 
te  sb  tiltenc^ ;  he  f^bHsbed  a  contradiction  of  Ae 
,  Aflteifti  MH^ihetit,  M)d  ded^^  Vhdt  his  journal  had 
Mt  ht^  festidtei.  ife  irw  sumtahnied  the  next  day 
blifore  the  Jnrefed;,  aTterhately  threatened  and  wheed* 
M,  ttpbhlidl^  4il  dt»  toomeiit  with  ^grateftd  re- 
riMancte  IJollle'ctftifte  of  ^  Baip^itWy  and  requested 
it  the  nm  «o  think  df  something  hi  which  govern, 
ment  might  serve  him.  Stedediagainstevtryprofler 
and  entreaity,  Cdinpte  okily  required  io  be  permitted 
to  t»ofit  by  t^  restored  liberty  of  the  press ;  nor 
oould  th^  Wfl^hy  h%Bt!^te  mUte  him  rightly  und^. 
•ttttid  thfltt  ^€«i  i!he  Eittj^i^  gave  aH  menfiberty 
(b  i^riWyi  #bkt^l0ifts«d  thtei^lVb^,  it  w^  filler  ihh 
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tacit  condition  that  it  should  also  please  the  prefect 
and  minister  of  police.  Compte  had  the  spirit  to 
publish  the  whole  affair. 

In  the  meanwUle,  proclamalions  of  Louis,  fort)id- 
ding  Ae  payment  (^  taxes,  and  announcing  the  ar- 
nral  of  1,200,000  men  under  the  walls  of  Paris» 
covered  these  walls  CYeiy  night  in  spite  of  the  police. 
A  newqmper,  called  the  Lifyp  was  also  secretly  but 
generally  circulated,  which  advocated  the  royal  cause, 
tn  the  better  classes  of  Society^  where  Buonaparte 
was  feared  and  hated,  lampoons,  satires,  pasqidnades» 
gfided  frcHn  hand  to  hand,  turning  his  person,  minis* 
ters,  and  government,  into  the  most  bitter  ridicule. 
Others  attacked  him  with  eloquent  invective,  and  de- 
manded what  he  had  in  c(unmon  with  the  word  Liber- 
ty, which  he  now  pretended  to  connect  with  his  reign. 
He  was,  they  said,  the  sworn  enemy  of  liberty,  th« 
assassin  of  the  republic,  the  destroyer  of  ¥*r?9ch  free- 
dom, which  had  been  so  dearly  bought^  the  show  ^ 
liberty  which  he  held,  was  a  trick  of  legerdemaii^^^ 
executed  under  protection  of  his  b^^onets.  Such  waa 
his  notion  of  liberty  when  it  destroyed  the  nation^ 
representation  at  St  Cloudr^Such  was  the  Ireedcw 
he  gflive  when  he  established  an  oriental  despotism  ink 
the  enlightened  kingdom  of  France^-^Such,  when 
aholishing  all  firee  communication  of  sentiments 
among  ctitiABns,  and  poscribing  every.,  liberal  aod 
philosophical  idea  under  the  nickname  oi  Ideolef  y« 


d  by  Google 


424  '  LiFj:  or 

**  Can  it  be  forgotten^  they  continued,  **  that  Hes- 
Ten  and  Hell  are  not  more  irreconcilable  ideaa,  than 
Buoniq^arte  and  Liberty  ?— The  very  word  Free- 
dom,^ they  said)  ^*  wasproscribed  under  his  iron  reigD, 
and  only  first  gladdened  the  ears  of  Frenchmen  after 
twelve  years  of  humiliation  and  despair,  on  the  hiq^y 
restoraticm  of  Louis  XVIII, — Ah,  miserable  im- 
postor I^  they  exclaimed^  ^'  when  would  behave  spoke 
of  liberty,  had  not  the  return  of  Louis  familiarized  us 
with  freedom  and  peace.^  The  spirit  of  disaffection 
spread  among  certain  classes  of  the  lower  ranks.  The 
market-women,  (dames  des  halles^JsotonmiiaiAQ  du- 
ring the  time  of  the  Fronde,  and  in  the  early  yeara 
of  the  Revolution,  for  their  oppositicm  to  the  court, 
were  now  royalists,  and,  of  course,  clamorous  on  the 
side  of  the  party  they  espoused.  They  invented,  oi; 
some  loyal  rhymer  composed  for  them,  a  song,*  tbe 
burden  of  which  demanded  back  the  king,  as  theii; 
father  of  Ghent,  lliey  ridiculed,  scolded,  and  mobbed 
th^  commissaries  of  police,  who  endeavoured  to  stop 
these.musical  expressions  of  disaffection  ;  surrounded 
the  chief  of  their  number,  danced  around  him,  and 
chanted  tbe  obnoxious  burden,  until  Fouche  being 
ashamed  to  belie  the  new  doctrines  of  liberty  of 
thought,  speech;  and  publication,  his  agpnts  were  in- 


•  Donnez  nous  noire  paire  de  panh,  equivalent  in  pronuncifi- 
tkop^to  noirg  Pwe  de  GhenU 
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fitructed  to  le&ve  Cbea^  Amazons  undkiUrbed  oi^  ac- 
<x>unt  of  their  political  sentiments.  .  ; 

Wbiie  Bvpi^parte  was  unable  to  form  an  intareflit 
in  the  saloops,  and  found  that  even  the  4k^6s  d09 
hoiks  were  becoming  discontented,  he  h^  upon  his 
^ide  the  militia  of  the  suburbs ;  those  columns  of 
pikemep  so  famous  in  the  Revolutipn,  T^bose  fiuri^us 
and  rijide  character  added  to  the  terrors,  if  not  tb^ 
l^gnity,  of  his  reign*  Let  us  not  be  accused  of  a 
wish  to  depreciate  honest  industry,  or  hold  up  to 
contempt  the  miseries  of  poverty.  It  is  not  the  po- 
verty, but  the  ignorance  and  die  vice  of  the  rabble  of 
great  cities,  whicb  render  them  always  disagreeable; 
^d  sometimes  terrible.  They  are  entitled  to  protec- 
tion from  the  laws,  and  kin|lne|ss  fropi  the  goyernf- 
pient  y  but  he  who  ^ould  use  them  as  political  en^ 
gines,  invokes  the  assistance  of  a  blatant  beast  with 
a  thousand  heads,  well  furnished  with  fangs  to  tear 
and  throats  to  roar,  but  deyoid  of  tongues  to  spealf 
reason,  ears  to  hear  it,  eyes  to  see,  or  judgment  to 
comprehend  it. 

For  a  little  time  after  Buonaparte's  return,  crowds 
of  artizans  of  the  lowest  order  assembled  under  the 
windows  of  the  Tuilleries,  and  demanded  to  see  the 
Emperor,  whom,  on  his  appearance,  they  greeted 
with  shouts,  as  le  Grand  Entrepreneur^  or  general 
lemployer  of  the  class  of  artizans,  in  language  where 
the  coarse  phraseology  of  th^ir  rank  was  adorne4 
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vHh  tttch  flowers  of  rhetoric  as  the  times  of  terrot 
had  coined.  Latterly,  the  numbers  of  this  assemUj 
were  maintained  by  a  distribution  of  a  few  sous  to 
Xat  shooters* 

However  Hsgastei  with  these  degrading  exhibi- 
tions, Buonaparte  felt  he  could  not  dispense  with 
this  species  of  finrce,  and  was  compeUed  to  institute  a 
Hay  of  prooesrion,  and  a  solemn  festival,  in  finrour  of 
Ibis  description  of  persons,  who,  from  the  mode  in 
%rhich  they  were  enrolled,  were  termed  Federates. 

On  14!(]i  May,  the  modey  and  ill-arranged  ranis 
which  assemUed  on  this  memorable  occsfflon,  exhi- 
bited, in  the  eyes  of  the  disgusted  and  frightened 
spectators,  all  that  is  degraded  by  habitual  vice,  and 
hardened  by  stupidity  and  profligacy.  The  pcnten- 
tous  processioh  moved  on  abng  the  Boulevards  to 
Ae  court  of  the  Tuilleries,  with  shouts,  in  which  the 
praises  of  the  Emperor  were  mingled  with  impreca- 
tions, and  mUk  the  revolutbnary  songs  (long  silen- 
Md  in  !Paris),«''^e  Marseilloise  Hymn,  the  Carmi^. 
nole,  and  the  Day  of  Departure.  The  appearance  of 
the  men,  the  re&se  of  manufactories,  of  work-houses, 
*>f  jiiik ;  tiicir  rags,  their  filth,  their  drunkenness ; 
Ibeir  ecl^t^ies  of  Masphemous  rage,  and  no  less  Uas- 
phemous  joy,  damped  them  with  the  character  of  the 
willing  perpetrators  of  the  worst  horrors  of  the  Be- 
tolution.  Buonaparte  himsdf  was  judged  by  dote 
ttbservers  to  dirink  with  aMiorrence  from  thie  assem- 


d  by  Google 


VAPOLEOlff  IbuonApabts.  427 

fAy  he  htA  himself  convokedt  His  guards  were  im* 
d^t  urmis,  snd  tbe  ttld-AnVlety  loaded^  and  turned 
on  the  Place  de  Cartousel,  iSUed  with  the  motley 
<^owd,  ifrho,  firom  the  eontlrasted  colour  <^  the  conk^ 
poftiETB  and  <i3iarcoal-men>  distbigi^hied  in  the  grou^ 
were  fieu^etiously  called  his  Gray  and  Bl^ck  Moulh 
quetiures.  He  hasted  to  disiidbss  his  hideous  n^ons, 
inth  a  suffideM  distribi^cAi  (Upraises  an^  d£  IkfUat. 
The  national  guards  iconteived  ihemselv^  insulted 
c^  this  occasion,  becaiise  compelled  to  ^v^  liheir  at- 
leniitinee  along  with  the  federaltes.  The  troops  of  th« 
linelf^  for  the  degraded  diar^cter  of  the  Emperor. 
The  haughty  chtoacter  of  the  French  soldiisrs  had 
k^pt  them  frotn  fraternizing  with  the  rabble,  eren  in 
the  cause  of  Napdeon.  They  had  been  ti^bserved,  on 
the  march  from  Cannes,  to  cease  their  cries  of  Vite 
r^EJfnpereuty  "when,  upon  etitering  any  considen^le 
to#h,  the  shout  was  taken  up  by  ibe  mob  of  the 
{dace,  and  to  suspend  theit  acclamations,  rather  thain 
mhigle  them  with  ttiose  of  the  pequins^  whom  &ey 
d^sipised.  They  now  muttered  to  each  other,  on  see- 
ing the  court  which  Buonaparte  seemed  ocmipelled 
to  bestow  on  these  degraded  artisans,  that  the  con- 
queror of  Marengo  and  Wagram  had  sunk  into  the 
mete  captain  of  a  rabble.  In  short,  the  disgra^ful 
character  of  die  alliance  thus  formed  between  Buo- 
naparte and  die  lees  of  the  people,  was  of  a  nature 
incapable  df  b^injg^bvsed  ovinr  eren  in  the  Atlt^ng 
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pages^  ot  the  Moniuur,  -which,  amidst  a  floCiridiiDg 
description  of  thie  memorable  ptoceaaum^  was  coout 
Jelled,  to  admits  that,  jin  some  plao^,  the  n^ni?  of 
^e  Emperor  was  Jncoi^pruously  mingled  with  ex«^ 
proflsions  and  soDga,  which,  replied  an  era  unfortu* 

Fretted  by  external  dai^ers  and  internal  disturbs 
ances,  and  by  the  de^ading  necessity  of  appearing 
^veiy  mght  before  a  mob,  who  fmniliarly  hailed  him 
as  Pire  la  Violette,  and,  above  all,  galled  by  the  sug^ 
gestions  of  his  philosophical  councillors,  who,  among 
otb^  innova^oi^S|  wished  him  to  lay  aside  the  style 
of  Emperor  for  that  of  President,  or  Grand  General 
of  the  RepnUiCf  Napoleon,  to  rid  himself  at  once  of 
occupations  ofPensive  to  his  haughty  disposition,  with- 
drew  from  the  Tuill^ries  to  the  more  retired  palace 
9f  the  Elysee  Bourbon,  and  seemed  on  a  sudden  to 
become  o^ce  mpre  thp  Emperor  he  had  been  befiure 
^s  abdication.  Here  he  took  into  his  own  hands,, 
^ith  the  assistance  of  Benjamin  Constant,  imd  other 
statesmen,  the  construction  of  a  new  constitution. 
Their  system  included  all  those  checks  and  regula- 
tion]^ which  ^e  understood  to  fcxcm  the  essence  of  a 
ffee  government,  apd  greatly  resembled  that  grants 
ed  by  the  Royal  Charter.*  JSTevertheless,  it  was  ex-; 
tremely  ill  recdved  by  all  parties,  but  especially  by 


f  The  followmg  is  an  abrklgemeDt  of  its  deebutitiont  :< —  - 
'  Th«  legislative  power  resides  in  the  Emperor  and  two  Chamberi^ 
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those  who  expected  from  fffipoleon  a  constit^tioh 
fnore  &ee  than  that  which  they  had  dissolved  by 
driving  Louis  XVlII.  from  the  throne.  There  were 
other  grave  exceptions  stated  against  the  scheme  di 
government.  .-^ 

Firsty/rhe  same  objection  was  stated  against 
this  Imperial  grant  which  had  been  urged  with  sd 
much  vehemence  against  the  royal  charter,  namely^ 

that  it  was  not  a  compact  bMween  the  p^ple  an^ 

'    ■'  <■■    "i      I '■      it 

The  Chamber  of  Peers  is  hereditary,  and  the  Emperor  names 
them.     Their  number  is  unlimited.  , 

The  Second  Chamber  is  elected  by  the  people,  and  is  to  coklsist^ 
of  629  meolbtfra — none  are  to  be  under  25  years.  Tlie  Pieiideilt 
is  appointed  by  the  members,  but  approved  of  by  the  Emperor. 

Members  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  settled  by  the  Constituent  As- 
sembly. 

It  is  to  be  renewed  every  five  years. 

The  Emperor  may  prorc^e,  adjourn,  or  dissolve  the  HooM  of 
Repr^entatives. 

Sittings  to  be  public. 

The  Electoral  Colleges  are  maintained. 

Land  tax  and  direct  ta&es  to  be  voted  only  for  a  year ;  indirect 
may  be  for  sev&nl  years. 

No  levy  of  men  for  the  army,  nor  any  exchange  of  terntpry^ 
feiit  by  a  law. 

Taaces  to  be  proposed  by  the  Chamber  of  Representatives^ 

Ministers  to  be  responsible. 

Judges  to  l)e  irremovable. 

Juries  to  be  established. 

Right  of  petition  is  established-— freedom  of  worship— inviolft4 
billty  of  property. 

The  last  artide  says,  that  "  the  French  people  declare  that  they 
do  not  mean  to  delegate  the  power  of  restoring  the  Bourbons,  or 
any  prince  of  that  family,  even  in  case  cf  the  exclusion  of  the  Iook, 
jpcrial  dynasty." 
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the  iO¥«reign,  in  which  thfi  fcnner  c«U^  the  hitter 
ta  the  throng  under  certiM  cancUtipQ8t  but  a  r«Qog^ 
oidoii  by  4he  ipvereiga  of  the  Uh^w  of  the  people. 
The  meetuig  of  th«  Chanp  de  M«i  hud  indeed  bwn 
•tUnnMmedf  (fts  intimated  in  the  decrees  from  L;oqii,) 
diiefly  with  the  purpose  of  forming  «ndadop|iiig  the 
new  amititution;  hut,  ncqprding  to  the  pr^s^nt  9)f«- 
te«i,  th^r  were  only  to  h4»re  the  choice  ^  adoptinip 
fr  rejecting  thitt  which  Nupol^oA  had  piepar^  foir 
them.    The  disaf^peintment  was  great  among  those 
plHlesophen  who  desired  '<  better  bread  than  is  made 
of  wheat  C  imd  could  not  eiyoy  liberty  itself,  unless 
it  emanated  directly  from  the  will  of  the  people,  and 
was  sanctioned  by  popular  discussion.  But  Napoleon 
was  determined  that  the  convention  on  the  10th 
May  should  have  no  other  concern  in  the  constitKi- 
tion^  save  to  accept  it  when  offered.    He  would  not 
intrust  such  an  aMembly  with  the  revision  of  the 
laws  by  whidi  he  was  to  govern. 

Secondly,  This  new  constitution,  though  present- 
ing an  entirely  new  basts  of  government,  was  pub- 
lished under  the  singular  title  of  an  **  Additional 
Act  to  the  Constitutions  of  the  Emperor,'"  and  there- 
by constituted  a  sort  of  appendix  to  a  huge  mas&  of 
unrepealed  organic  laws,  many  of  them  inconsistent 
with  the  Additional  Act  in  tenor  and  in  ^pirit. 

Those  who  bad  enjoyed  the  direct  confidence  of 
the  Emperor  while  the  treaty  was  framing,  endea< 
voured  to  persuade  themselves  that  Napoleon  meant 
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fairly  by  France,  yet  confessed  they  had  found  itdiffi- 
cult  to  enlighten  his  ideas  on  the  subject  of  a  limit- 
ed monarchy.  They  felt,  that  though  the  Emperor 
might  be  induced  to  contract  his  authority,  yet  whal 
remained  in  his  own  hand  would  be  wielded  as  arbi- 
trarily as  ever;  and  likewise  that  he  would  never  re- 
gard his  ministers  otherwise  than  as  the  immediate 
executors  of  his  pleasure,  and  responsible  to  himself 
alone.  He  would  still  continue  to  transport  his  whole 
chancery  at  his  sdrrup,  and  transmit  sealed  orders  to 
be  executed  by  a  minister  whom  he  had  not  consult^ 
ed  on  their  import.* 

The  Royalists  triumphed  on  the  publication  of 
this  Additional  Act :  '^  Was  it  for  this,^  they  said, 
*^  you  broke  your  oaths,  and  banished  your  monarch, 
to  get  the  same,  or  nearly  similar  laws,  imposed  on 
you  by  a  Russian  ukase  or  a  Turkish  firman,  which 
you  heretofore  enjoyed  by  charter,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  your  ancestors,  called  freemen  by  excellence, 
held  their  rights  from  their  limited  sovereigns ;  and 
for  this  have  you  exchanged  a  peaceful  prince,  whose 
Very  weakness  was  your  security,  for  an  ambitious 
warrior,  whose  strength  is  your  weakness  ?  For  this 
have  you  a  second  time  gone  to  war  with  all  Europe 
— ^for  the  Additional  Act  and  the  Champ  de  Mai  ?' 


*  Letten  from  Paris,  written  during  the  last  reign  of  NapelMO, 
VoL  L  p.  197. 
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The  more  detertnined  Republicans^  t)esides  theft 
particular  objections  to  an  Upper  Hoiise^  which  the 
Emperor  could  fill  with  his  own  minions^  so  st»  ef^' 
fectually  to  control  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, found  the  proposed  constitution  utterly  devoid 
of  the  salt  which  should  savour  it.     There  was  no 
acknowled^ent  of  abstract  principles ;  no  disser- 
tation concerning  the  rights  of  govemment  and  the 
governed  ;  no  metaphysical  discussions  on  the  ori- 
gin  of  laws  ;  and  they  were  as  much  mortified  and 
disappointed  as  the  zealot  who  hears  a  discourse  on 
practical  morality,  when  he  expected  a  sermon  on 
the  doctrinal  points  of  theology.     The  unfortunate 
Additibnal  Act  became  the  subject  of  attack  and 
raillery  on  all  sides ;  and  was  esteemed  to  possess  in 
so  slight  a  degree  the  principles  of  durability,  that  a 
booksieller  being  asked  for  a  copy  by  a  custotoer,  re- 
plied, He  did  not  deal  in  periodical  publications  * . 

Under  these  auspices  the  Champ  de  Mai  was 
opened,  and  that  it  might  be  in  all  rei^ects  incon- 
gruous, it  was  held 'on  the  1st  of  Jtme.  Deputies 
were  supposed  to  attend  from  all  departments,  not,  as 
it  had  been  latterly  arranged,  to  canvass  the  new 


*  It  was  subjected,  notwithstanding,  with  the  nsual  saccess,  to 
the  Electoral  bodies,  whose  good-nature  never  refused  a  constitu- 
tion  which  was  recommended  by  the  existing  government.  The 
number  of  those  who  gare  their  votes  were  more  than  a  million  ; 
being  scarce  a  tenth  part,  howeverof  those  who  had qualiHcationp. 
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coEstitution,  but  to  swear  to  observe  it  j  and  not  to 
'  receiye  the  Empress  Maria  Louisa  and  faer  son  as 

t  the  pledge  of  twenty  years'  peace,  but  to  behold 

the  fatal  eagles,  the  signal  of  instant  and  bloody 
I  war,  distributed  by  the  £mperor  to  the  soldiers*  v 

I  Napoleon  and  his  brothers,  whom  he  had  once 

I  more  collected  around  him,  figured,  in  quaint  and 

I  fantafitic  robes,  in  the  Champ,  de  Mai  j  he  as  £m- 

I  peror,  and  they  as  princes  of  the  bIood,-^^nother 

I  subject  of  discontent  to  the  Republicans.     The  re- 

I  port  of  the  votes  was  made^  the  electors  swore  to 

,  the  Additional  Act,  the  drums  rolled,  the  trumpets 

,  flourished,  the  capnon  thundered.     But  the  accla- 

,  i&ations  were  £ew  and  forced.  Hie  Dmperor  seem- 

ed to  view  the  seene  as  an  empty  pageant,  until  he 
was  smmnoned  to  the  delivery  of  the  eagles  to  the 
various  new-raised  regiments  ;  and  then,  amid  the 
^nblems  of  past,  and,  as  might  be  hoped,  the  augu- 
ries of  future  victories,  he  was  himself  ^gsAn,  But, 
xm  th^  whole,  the  Champ  de  Mai,  was,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  PsaiSftmepiice  tomhie^  a  condemilted  &rce, 
which  was  soon  to  be  succeeded  by  a  bloody  trage^. 
The  meeting  of  the  Chambers  was  the  next  sub- 
ject of  interest.  The  Chamber  of  Peea^  did  not  pre- 
sent,likethecorrespondingassemblyinBritain>mem- 
bers  of  long  descent,  ample  f<»rtunes,  independence  of 
,     .        principle,  and  education  corresponding  to  their  fank 
^  of  hereditary  legislators.  It  consisted  in  the  priaoiMi 

'  VOL.  VIII.  2  E 
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rf  Kapoleon't  Uood  royml,  to  wbom  was  added  l^o. 
cieii,  long  estranged  firomliis  brotlKi^s  councils,  bat 
wbo  now,  instigated  by  firtternal  aHectioB,  or  tired 
tif  literary  leisure,  having  presented  Us  epic  poem 
to  a  thanildess  and  rq^ardless  pobCc,  okleaTOared 
tb  sate  his  btbther  in  his  present  difficulties,  as  by 
Ids  tMirage  and  presence  of  mind  he  had  asnsted 
Idm  during  the  revcflntion  of  Brunaire.     tlhere 
wcrte  about  0ne  hondred  other  dignitaries,  inofe 
thztk  one  hitf  oTwfiom  were  military  men,  incloffii^ 
two  tor  thiee  dii  Jacobins,  snch  as  Sieyes  and  Car- 
Mt,  who  had  tdLen  titles,  decorations,  and  rabk, 
incoiislstet/tly  vriA  the  tenbr  i^  dieir  whote  life. 
The  r^t  had  been  the  creatures  of  Bnoniipidt^s 
ff^mer  mgt^  %i  A  wtne  men  61  lettets  devoted  to 
liis  eaMs^  imd  rectatfjr  )etaiibU«d.  *Aik  body,  wftich 
eouid  fcave  jno  l*her  win  than  that  of  the  Ettipefdr, 
^mti  re^iAed  %y  the  n^obUcans  ^d  CtoutttltutlM. 
iSktB^¥fitk  ji^itsu^,  and  t)y  th^  citizens  with  eoii« 
mttpt.    BMHa^UHe  MmM^  ex^ssed liis  bpilrfto 
^<t  wMiMtoethiii^  ap)[i»q|ifehitig  the  Iatt«»r^H-ofti. 
IWHt.    lie  InuI  |iear««  AMrmed  hb  tooh,  betbi%  he 
«»ftis  Xo  Jbuf%  been  %«Vit)e(ed  bf  thfett  tti«fetracy, 
m^ntlM  ik^it/litmfeb^^itti  they  tWdd  exe)«ke 
^n:«lia  fHhRe  «ilftd.^ 

and  L'Allpman4,  as  the  qu^ire  pairt  fidsi  (jpkffi^  wWk  Vin. 
liawiht  atfd  otters  wipre  tiermed  the  Pain  sifflit. 
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.  li  wm  very  ^gl^xwt  wUh  tlm  second  ClwMWber, 
m  ^icb  wi^^  p^»te4  ibf  ancient  ;d^^  of  ti^  ^^^ 
iMftiaQ^  and  td^  «^w«;r  ^ps^ciisa^^  wbo  looked  I^nc^ 
wai4  with  bopa  tJii^  BiMM»»piirt^  alight  yet  iissume 
t^  ch$^r9€ter  of  ^  pajtriot  •ovei^gq,  and  by  bf ?  ml-'' 
litory  talfs^it^  «^ine  F^pi^ee  for  jier  sake^  opt  fo|r  bis 
O.WO.  Tbe  latter  class  conifMnebooded  many  men, 
BQjt  ^y  of  t«kl?Bt,  but  of  virtuo  aj^  public  apirit ; 
"witk  too  latiige  a  proportjoff^  f^ertaialyj  of  tbpse  f¥ho 
vaii^y  d?si^d  a  systwt  of  B^publiicaii  lib^rty^ 
wbjicli  so  maay  years  of  bloody  smd  fruiUess  ^ xpci- 
rimtut  fiiboMld  b«ve  If  d  f  ren  tb^  most  ei^trayagapit 
to  abaadc^^  as  jLiaeo«sistetil  witb  ibe  aitiuUion  of  tb^ 
coaotry,  aad  tbe  gomns  of  tbe  Fi^e^cb  iiAtioiL 

Tbe  disp^t^BiSof  tbe  OuMubof  of  JUpj^ent^tiFf^i 
wiik  l^ho  ei^oc|i|^^<o  govefQment  ooomiepcied  op  Jui^e 
jtih,  tbe  first  day  of  thoir  siitmgi  aod>  like  tbose  of 
tbiMTpmleoesdorsyiLpfN^poiAtsof  idle  etiquettie.  Tbey 
cbo^  h^umm  f<^  Itboir  prosideot ;  a  [weferm^ 
wbicb>  aligbtix^  oo  one  wbo  bad  been  tbe  defender 
oi'l^B^  XVI.>tbio  Active  and  determined  resist/erof 
the;p<»v?r  of  Robespiein3e,and/e$pepially,itbe  states* 
mWniebodfiew  Hptbe  list  of  enmes  in  cooseijiience  of 
which  Napoleon's  forfeiture  bad  been  declared  in 
1814,  could  uot  be  acoeptabfe  to  tb^  Esoperor.  Na- 
fsikon  being  applied  to  for  x^ongr^nation  of  tbe  eiec- 
tiob,  iie{err«d.  the  icommittee  for  bis  answer  to  tbe 
dukffilieriain,  who,be  stated,  wodd  deliver  it  the  niexfc 
<ky  by  tihe  pa^  in  waiting.  Tbe  Chamber  took  fir^ 
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and  Ntpoleoo  wts  compelled  to  retain  an  inuBedi- 
ate  thoagii  reluctant  approyal  of  tbeir  choice*     Tbe 
next  remarkable  indication  of  the  temper  of  the 
Chamber^  was  the  ewtempare  effusion  of  a  deputy, 
named  Siboet,  against  the  use  of  the  epithets  <£ 
Dnke^  Count,  and  other  titles  of  honour,  in  the 
Chamber  of  Representatires.     Being  observed  to 
read  his  invective  from  notes,  which  was  contrary 
to  the  Corm  of  the  chamber,  Sibuet  was  silenced 
for  the  moment  as  out  of  order ;  but  the  next  day, 
or  soon  afterwards,  having  got  his  speech  by  heart, 
the  Chamber  was  under  the  necessity  of  listening 
to  him,  and  his  motion  was  got  rid  of  with  difficul- 
ty. On  the  same  day,  a  list  of  the  persons  app<nnt« 
ed  to  the  peerage  was  demanded  from  Camot,  in  his 
capacity  of  minister,  which  he  declined  to  render 
till  the  session  had  con^menced.     This  also  occa- 
sioned much  uproar  and  violence,  which  the  presi- 
dent could  scaixe  silence  by  the  incessant  peal  of 
his  bell.     The  oath  to  be  taken  by  the  deputies 
was  next  severely  scrutinized,  and  the  Impmalists 
carried  with  difficulty  a  resolution,  that  it  should 
be  taken  to  the  Emperor  and  the  constituticm,  with- 
out me&tioif  of  the  nation. 

The  second  meeting,  <m  June  7th,  was  as  to- 
mukuous  as  the  first.  A  moti<m  was  made  by  Fe^ 
lix  Lepelletier,  that  the  chamber  should  decree 
to  Napoleon  the  title  of  Saviour  of  his  Countiy, 
This  was  resisted  on  the  satisfoct(»ry  ground,  that 
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the  countiy  was  not  yet  s^ved  ;  and  the  Chamber 
passed  to  the  order  of  the  day  by  acclamation. 
.  Notwithstanding  these  open  intimations  of  the  re« 
,  yiving  spirit  of  Jacobinism,  or  at  least  of  opposition 
to  the  Imperial  sway,  Napoleon's  situation  obliged 
him  for  the  time  to  address  the  unruly  spirits  which 
Jie  had  called  together,  with  the  confidence  which  it 
,was  said  necromancers  found  it  needful  to  use  toward^ 
the  dangerous  fiends  whom  they  had  evoked.  His 
address  to  both  Chambers  was  sensible,  manly,  and 
becoming  his  situation.  He  surrendered,  in  their 
presence,  all  his  pretensions  to  absolute  power,  and 
professed  himself  a  friend  to  liberty.;  demanded 
the  assistance  of  the  Chambers  in  matters  of  fi- 
nance, intimated  a  desire  of  some  regulations  tp 
check  the  license  of  the  press,  and  required  from 
the  representatives  an  example  of  confidence,  ener- 
gy, and  patriotism,  to  encounter  the. dangers  to 
which  the  country  was  exposed.  The  Peers  replied 
in  corresponding  terms.  Not  so  the  second  Cham- 
ber ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  efforts  of  the 
Imperialists,  their  reply  bore  a  strong  tincture  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  opposite  party.  The  Chamber 
promised,  indeed,  their  unanimous  support  in  repel- 
ling the  foreign  enemy  i  but  they  announced  their 
intention  to  take  under  their  consideration  the  coii^ 
sti^itioQ,  as  recognised  by  the  Additional  Acty  and 
topointput  itsdefects  and  imperfections,  with  the  ne-^ 
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cessaryremedief .  They  tiso  tddMa  moitSMiMk^himt, 
directed  against  the  fervovf  of  NapoleoD^s  taakmtimL 
**  The  nation,"  they  said,  '*  nowishes  n^  plaiis  of 
aggrandizement*     Not  even  the  will  of  a  victotioos 
prince  win  lead  them  beyond  the  boondartea  of  seJ£- 
defence."  In  his  rejoinder,  Napoleon  did  not  sMfei 
these  obnoxious  hints  to  escape  his  notice.    He  ^ 
deavoured  to  school  this  refractory  assembly  into 
vetieration  for  the  constitution,  which  he  deelioed 
to  be  ^Hhe6  pole-star  in  the  tempest ;"  and  j»^iea». 
ly  observed,  '*  there  was  little  cause  to  piwnde 
against  the  intoxications  of  triunph,  when  they 
Pfete  about  to  contend  for  existence.  He  stated  the 
crisis  to  be  imminent,  and  cautioned  the  Chamber  to 
avoid  the  conduct  of  the  Roman  people  in  the  lat- 
ter ages  of  the  empire,  who  could  not  resist  the 
teti^ptatioii  6f  engaging  furiously  in  abstract  discus- 
sions, even  while  the  battering^i^ms  of  the  common 
etiemy  were  shaking  the  gates  of  the  capitaL'' 
'  Thus  parted  Bnotiaparte  and  his  Chambers  of 
Legi^lattij^ ;  he  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  field  of  bat- 
tte,  tbey  td  theii*  task  of  altering  and  modifying  the 
iki^f  Kiid  Inspiring  a  more  popular  spirit  and  air  into 
t1l66hictta£fifts  he  had  made,  iii  hopes  that  the  did- 
ttLit)tMp  tif  the  J^coblDd  might  be  uttee  agak  sob. 
diluted  M  the  di(^tidtor^ip  tf  the  Emperor.    All 
Men  ^^  ihhi  the  Imperidist^  and  Republicans  oi^ 
tviit^  tin  thfe  fifeld  tww  woo,  that  fheymight  contend 
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for  the  booty  ^  and  so  little  was  the  nation  disposed 
to  sympathize  with  the  actiye^  tnrbulent^  and  bas- 
iling demagogues  by  whom  the  contest  was  to  be 
maintained  against  the  Emperor,  that  almost  all 
predicted  with  great  nnconcem  their,  probable  ex- 
pulsion, either  by  the  sword  of  Buonaparte  or  the 
Bourbons* 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

Priparaticns  to  renew  the  War. — Positions  of  the  ASieet 
Forces,  amounting  m  whole  to  One  Million  of  Men, — Akk 
naparte^s  Force  not  more  than  200,000. — Conscription  not 

^  venturedypon. — National  Guardr-^their  reluctance  to  serve, 
— Many  Provinces  hostile  to  Napoleofi^s  cause. — FomchPs 
Report  makes  known  the  wide^-spread  disaffection. — Bisur- 
rection  m  la  VentUe  quelled, — MUUary  resources  of  France. 
— NapoUotCs  Plan  of  Campaign. — Paris  placed  m  a  com^ 
plete  state  of  defence, — 21U  Frontier-Passes  and  Towns 
fnHfUd  also.. — Oenerals  who  accept  Command  under  Na- 
poleon.— He  announces  his  purpose  to  measure  himself  wUh 
Wellington. 

t 
Wx  are  now  to  consider  the  preparations  made  for 

the  invasion  of  France  along  the  whole  eastern  fron- 
tier— ^the  means  of  resistance  which  the  talents  of 
the  Emperor  presented  to  his  numerous  enemies-, 
and  the  internal  sitnati<m  of  the  country  itself. 

While  the  events  now  cimimemorated  were  pass- 
ing in  France,  the  allies  made  the  most  gigantic 
preparaticms  for  the  renewal  of  war.  The  Chancellor 
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of  the  Exchequer  of  England  had  achieved  a  loan  of 
thirty-six  millions^  upon  terms  surprisingly  mode- 
rate^ and  the  command  of  this  treasure  had  put  the 
tvhole  troops  of  the  coalition  into  the  most  active 
advance. 

'  The  seat  of  the  Congress  had  been  removed  from 
Vienna  to  Frankfort,  to  be  near  the  theatre  of  war. 
The  Emperors  of  Russia  and  Austria,  with  the  King 
of  Prussia,  had  once  more  placed  themselves  at  the 
head  of  their  respective  armies.  The  whole  eastern 
frontier  was  menaced  by  immense  forces.  One  hun^ 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  Austrians,  disengaged  from 
Murat,  might  enter  France  through  Switzerland, the 
Cantons  having  acceded  to  the  coalition.  An  army 
equalinstrengthmenacedthehigher  Rhine.  Schwart- 
zenberg  commanded  the  Austrians  in  chief,  having 
under  him  Bellegarde,  and  foment,  Bianohi,  and 
Vincent.  Two  hundred  thousand  Russians  were  press- 
ing towards  the  frontiers  of  Alsace.  The  Archduke 
Constantine  was  nominated  Generalissimo, but  Bar- 
clay de  Tolly,  Sacken,  Langeron,  &c.  were  the  effi- 
cient commanders.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
Prussians,  under  Blucher,  occupied  Flanders,  and 
were  united  with  about  eighty  thousand  troops,  Bri- 
tish, or  in  British  pay,  under  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton. There  were  also  to  be  reckoned  the  contingents  of 
the  different  princes  of  Germany,  so  that  the  allied 
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forces  weregrofsly  coupled  to  amount  to  ttf  ^avcfa 
of  we  miUton  of  men*  The  reader  ipiat  npi,  how* 
eyer«  aoppof  e  that  such  an  imioei^  fpircet  was,  or 
coqld  be,  brought  forward  at  once.  They  wer^  i^- 
cessarily  disposed  on  varions  lines  for  the  couveiii- 
e^^ce  of  sobsistenoey  and  i«ere  to  be  brovghsl  up 
Bocceaaively  ia  support  of  ea^h  other. 

To  vme^  this  immenae  array,  NapoleiMi,  M(ith  h» 
mnal  taknt  and  cderity,  had  brought  forward  xqett^a 
of surpipising  extent.  I^'he  regular  army»  dumnisfaed 
by  t^e  Bourbons,  ha^  been,  by  calling  oat  the  ieti« 
r^  ofiicers^  and  disband^  soldiers,  increa^  from 
soqicithipg  rather  under  10Q,i9PQ  m^n^  to  do^le  that 
QWiber  of  ^xpeori^ced  troops,  of  the  first  qiisiUty. 
B^t  tbia  was  dast  m  the  balance;^  and  the  mnde  of 
c^^mqriplUw  w$^  89  i2iUi3U8^tely  co^pi^ct^d  witkNapo^ 
)fm!'^  WAr^  of  coiiai;mt  a^  disa^teirf  ti^at  bf  dai^d 
not  pin^sOf  nor  would  th^  Cban^ber  of  Bfpir^^eata^ 
tite*^  ^ve  agreed  to  ha^e  lecpur^f  to  tjjie  old  aivji 
odious  resource  of  conscription^  which,  ^oweyer, 
Bio^aparto  tru^ed  be  n^ght  &tiU  $n4  eflTecJlual  in 
1^  OjH»pth  of  :Sune,  t^-  tho  OHmbei?  of  SOO^OOV  In 
tbon)^aiV(iipi,  it  wa^  p^appf^d  to  vm4^^  wjyeabbr, 
%:  ac^TO  sfrvic^^  two  hu^di^ed  bfijt^alif^s  of  tlj? 
Natiopa^  Qi^d^  ceiling  those  ^ixo^  St  fof^  di^y, 
wh^ih  ^c^  make  ^  force  of  1 12,009.  w^  I*  W^ 
afew  prpfpaedj to  levy  a#  many. Fe^en^te^j^t^^i^^vof 
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ItmUers  of  ibe  lofTer  oidttrs,  lis  could  be  bmMighi  to. 
getbcri»thedifftvei^depsrtmaapU.  Tbelelryoftbe 
National  Guards  was  oricreA  hy  an  Impera4dmce 
of  £th  April  1815,  and  commissioneimy  ehieflj  of  ibe 
Jacobin  faction,  were  sent  down  into  tbe  diff^eM 
departments,  Buonaparte  beiqg  well  pleased  at  6iice 
te  employ  tbem  in  their  own  sphere,  and  to  get  nd 
of  their  presence  at  Fans.  Tbeit  efforts  wcM^  how- 
ever, unable  to  excite  tbe  spirk  of  tbe  country;  for 
they  bad  eithe^r  survived  their  own  energies,  or  the 
nation  bad  been  too  long  accustomed  to  their  iqode 
of  oratory^  to  feel  any  responsive  impulse.  Liberty 
and  ftatemity  was  no  longer  a  raUying  sound,  tod 
the  sunuBons  to  arms,  by  dec^rees  as  peremptory 
as  those  rdating  to  the  conscription,  though  besu*- 
ing  another  name,  spread  a  general  spirit  of  ditgost 
through  many  departmeatsln  tbe  noqptb  of  France. 
There  and  in  Brittany,  tbe  disaffection  of  the  m- 
haUtants  appeared  in  a  sidleo,  dogged  slnbb<xrnness^ 
rather  than  in  the  form  of  aetive  resistance  to  Na^ 
poleon's  decrees.     Tbe  National  Guards  refused  to 
parade,  and,  if  compelled  to  do  so,  took  every  op- 
gprtunity  to  desert  and  returi)  home  ;  ap  ^t  k  of- 
ten happened  that  a  battalioti,  wbidf  bad  mnstened 
SIX  hundred  men,  dwindled  down  to  a  fifth  before 
they  had  marcbed  two  leagues. 

In  tbe  departments  of  La  Garde,  of  the  Marne, 
miA  tbe  Xiowe r  I^pir^,  the  w^ite  flag  wa^  diipbyei. 
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and  the  tree  of  liberty,  wliich  had  been  replaated 
in  many  places  after  the  political  r^en^r&tion  <»f 
Baonaparte  waa  cnt  down.     The  pablic  mind  in 
many  provinces  displajred  itself  as  highly  anfiayonr- 
able  to  Napokon. 

A  report,  drawn  up  by  Foache,  stated  in  higb- 
tcrioured  lai^^age  the  general  disaffection.     Napo« 
ieon  always  considered  this  commonioation  as  pub- 
lished with  a  view  of  prej  udiciog  his  idQUrs  ;  and  as 
that  versatile  statesman  was  already  in  secret  cor- 
respondence with  the  alUesyit  wa£i  probably  intend- 
ed as  much  to  encourage  the  BoyaUsts^  as  to  dis- 
may the  adherents  of  Napoleon*  This  arch-intriguer, 
whom,  to  use  an  expressicm  of  Junius,  treachery  it- 
self could  not  trust,  was  at  one  moment  neariy 
caught  in  his  own  toils  ^  and  although  be  carried  the 
matter  with  infinite  addrc^,  Napolecm  would  have 
ntttde  him  a  prisoner,  or  ca^sed  him  to;  be  shot,  bat 
for  the  intimati<m  of  Cainot,  that,  if  he  <Ud  so,  hu 
.own  reign  would  not  last  an  hour  longer.*        .  . 


*  The  particulars  of  this  intrigue  show  with  what  aodadty,  and 
at  what  risk,  Foach^  waded,  swam,  or  dived,  among  die  troofaled 
waters  which  were  his  element.  An  agent  of  Piinpe  Mettemi^Jiad 
heen  dispatched  to  Paris,  to  open  a  communication  with  ^ondi^  <m 
the  part  of  the  Austrian  government.  Falling  under  su8picion,fhnn 
some  banking  transaction,  thk  person  was  denonnoBdto  Buonaparte 
as  a  suspicious  person^  and  arrested  by  his  interior  pdioe,  which,  as 
there  cannot  be  too  much  precaution  in  a  well-managed  state,  wateh- 
ed,^and  wore  q^  upon,  tibie  general  pc^ieeanderFoadi^  9^  agsDt 
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Thus  Buonaparte  was  already  in  a  great  measure 
veduced  to  the  office  of  Generalissimo  of  the  State ; 


was  brought  before  Buonaparte,  who  threatened  to  cause  him  be 
shot  to  death  on  the  very  spot,  unless  he  told  him  the  whole  truth. 
The  man  then  confessed  that  Mettemich  sent  him  to  Fouch^,  to 
request  the  latter  to  send  a  secure  agent  to  B41e,  to  meet  with  a 
confidential  person,  on  the  part  of  the  Austrian  minister,  whom 
Fouche's  enyoy  was  to  recognise  by  a  peculiar  sign,  which  the  in- 
former also  made  known.  ''  Have  you  fulfiUed  your  commission  so 
fiur  as  concerns  Fouch^  ?"  said  the  Emperw.— >''  I  have,"  answer- 
ed the  Austrian  agent.^^'  And  has  he  dispatched  any  one  to 
Bale  ?" — <^  That  I  cannot  tell." — The  agent  was  detained  in  a 
secret  prison.    Baron  Fleury  de  Chaboulon,  an  auditor,  was  in- 
stantly dispatched  to  Bale,  to  represent  the  agent  whom  Fouch^ 
should  have  sent  thither,  and  fathom  the  depth  and  character  of 
the  intrigue  betwixt  the  French  and  Austrian  ministers.    Fouch6 
soon  discovered  that  the  agent  sent  to  him  by  Mettemich  was 
missing,  conjectured  his  fate,  and  instantly  went  to  teek  an  audi- 
ence of  the  Emperor.    Having  mentioned  other  matters,  he  seem-t 
ed  to  recollect  himsdf,  and  begged  pardon,  with  affected  uncon- 
cern, for  not  having  previoudy  mentioned  an  affair  of  some  conse- 
quence, which,  nevertheless,  he  had  forgotten  amid .  the  hurry  of 
business.  *'^  An  agent  had  come  to  him  from  the  Austrian-govern- 
ment,** he  said,  '^  requesting  him  to  send  a  confidential  person  to 
BfUe,  to  a  correspondent  of  Mettemich^  and  ^^  now  cau^e  to  ask 
whether  it  would  be  his  Migesty%  pleasure  that  he  should  avail  him- 
sdf  of  the  opening,  in  order  to  leam  the  secret  purposes  of  the  ene*- 
my.'*  Napoleon  was  not  deceived  by  this  trick.  There  were  seve- 
ral mirrors  in  the  ro&m,  by  whidi  he  could  perceive  and  enjoy  hit 
perfidious  minister's  iU-ooneealed  embarrassment.     ''  Monsieur 
Foiioh^,'*  he  said, ''  it  may  be  dangerous  to  .treat  me  as  a  fool :  I 
have  your  agent  in  safe  custody,  and  penetrate  your  whole  intrigue. 
Have  you  sent  ta  BlUe?*' — "  No,  Sire."—"  The  happier  for  yon: 
had  you  done  so,  you  -should  have  died.'*^i^Fleury  was  unable  to  ex- 
tract anything  of  consequence  from  Werner,  the  oonfi4ant  of  Met- 
temich, who  met  him  at  BSle.  The  Austiiafi  seemed  to  expect  com- 
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tiid  there  were  not  wmtiag  mmay,  wbe  dane«l  to  en- 
txeftt  him  to  hett  the  wooncb  of  the  ceontiy  by  % 
second  abdicatiw  in  favour  of  his  mm, — a  measure 
which  the  popalar  party  conceived  might  avert  the 
impetMUog  daiqper  of  invaaion. 

In  the  meantime^  aboat  the  middle  of  Maj,  a 
diort  insfunection  broke  oat  in  La  Vendee,  under 
De  Atttechamp,  Snzmnet^  S*pineaa»  aad  espeeiaUjr 
the  brave  La  Bocbfr-Jacqaelein.  The  war  was  nei- 
tfaer  long  nor  Moody,  for  an  overpoweriiig  ftree  was 
directed  against  the  insurgents,  under  Generals  La- 
marque  and  Tiavet*  The  people  were  ill  piepaicd 
for  renstance,  and  the  government  menaced  them 


monlcstioas  fhim  Fouchi,  without  htiag  prepared  to  nnke  dion. 
fleary  toadied  on  the  i^aii  of  ■■timinatiBg  Suonapartr,  wfaidi 
Werner  rejected  wHh  horrOTi  «8  a  thi^  not  to  be  tboaght  of  by 
Mettemidi  or  tbe  allies.  They  appointed  a  leoond  meeting,  but 
in  ^e  interim,  Foudi^  made  Ibe  AMtrian  aware  of  the  diaeo^rcry, 
and  Buon  Fleury,  on  hit  teeonA  journey  to  Bale^  found  no  Ur. 
Werner  to  ineet  faitn. 

Buonaparte  gfreft^almOBC  li»  •unsMKmnt  (^  this  intrigue  in  llie 
St  Helena  ConTersationB,  as  Feudi^  in  his  M eooiia.  But  Napo?^ 
leon  does  not  mention  GanioK*s  interpeskton  to  prevctti  Foacfa6 
from  Wng  put  to  death  winheut  prooess  of  kfw.  **  Vmi  nay  ihost 
Fondi^  to-day,*^  sidd  the  old  Jaeobin,  ^  but  to-narrow  yew  wii| 
cease  to  r^gn.  The  people  of  the  RerdatiOB  penait  you  to  rotiia 
the  throne  only  on  eon^Clon  yen  re(9>eot  their  liberiieB.  They 
aecount  Fouehfr  one  of  dieir  strongest  guarameee.  J^  he  is  gaiity, 
he  must  he  tegally  proceeded  against.'*  Buonaparte,  tiMrafere, 
jl^hing  no  proof  against  Fouch^  by  the  mission  of  Flei|ry,  was 
laia  to  ^ut  his  eyes  on  what  he  saw  but  tee  w4dL 
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mth  the  greatest  severities,  the  instmctionB  of  Car- 
not  to  the  military  havitig  k  strong  tinctare  of  his 
smdefnt  edocatlon  te  tlie  scbool  oT  terror.  Tet  tliiB 
Ch^mtxet  of  DepfQties  ilA  not  m  all  respects  sanetion 
tte  severities  of  the  government.  When  a  member, 
ealled  Le^eyel,  omde  ^  motion  for  jnmishing  with 
plains  and  pendties  thero^aHstd  of  the  west,  the  as- 
sembly heard  him  with  patience  and  approbation 
propose  that  the  goo49  and  estates  of  the  revolt^vs 
(whom  he  qualified  -ks  brigands,  piients,  and  )roya]- 
i^s,)  shotdd  be  confisc«ited  ^  but  when  he  added, 
thSit  not  only  the  insntgents  themselves,  but  thiiir 
iielatlons  in  the  ditett  litai^,  whether  ascendants  or 
descendants,  shonid  be  declared  outlaws,  a  general 
etelamation  6f  hotter  drove  the  orator  fh>m  the 
ttibtine. 

Aftet  a  battle  near  La  Roche  Serviere,  which 
cost  the  brave  tiaHoche-Jacqnelein  his  life,  the  fe^ 
lii!lahiinj^  chiefs  signed  a  capitulation,  by  which  they 
Xsbanded  their  foHowers,  and  laid  down  their  arms, 
at  the  vejpy  time  when  holding  out  a  few  days  would 
haVe  mkde  thera  acquainted  with  the  bAttle  of  Wa- 
tetloo.  Released  from  actual  civil  war,  Napoleon 
now  Imd  leisute  tio  prepare  for  the  external  conflict. 
Themeatis  resorted  toby  the  French  goVemmetit, 
whkh  we  have  already  alluded  to,  bad  enabled  Car- 
liot  tio  represent  the  national  means  in  a  tao&t  re- 
spectable point  of  view.     By  his  report  to  the  two 


d  by  Google 


44B  LIFS  OF 

Ohuiben,  be  sti^ed,  that  on  Ist  April  1B14,  th^ 
aimy  had  consisted  of  450^000  men^  who  had  beep 
reduced  by  the  Bourbons  to  175fOOO.  Since  the  re- 
turn of  Napoleon^  the  number  had  been  increased 
to  375,000  combatants  of  every  kind ;  and  beforp 
the  Ist  of  August,  was  expected  to  amount  to  half 
a  million.  The  Imperial  Guards,  who  were  term- 
ed the  country'*s  brightest  ornament  in  time  of 
peace,  and  its  best  .bulwark  in  time  of  war,  were 
recruited  to  the  number  of  40,000  men.  . 

Stupendous  efforts  hadrepaired,  the  report  stated, 
the  losses  of  the  artillery  during,  the  three  disas- 
trous  years  of  1812, 1813,  1814.  Stores,  ammnni- 
tion,  arms  of  every  kind,  were  said  to  be.providefl 
in  abundance.  The  remounting  of  the  cavalry  ]ia4 
been  accomplished  in  such  a  manner  as  to  excite  the 
surprise  of  every  one.  Finally,  there  was,  as  a  body 
in  reserve,  the  whole  mass  of  Sedentary  Nation^ 
£ruards,  so  called,  because  they  were  not  among  the 
chosen  bands  which  had  been  declared  moveable. 
But  the  bulk  of  these  were  either  unfit  for  service, 
or  unwilling  to  serve,  and  could  only  be  relied  <m 
for  securing  the  public  tranquillity.  Corps  of  Fe- 
derates had  been  formed  in  all  the  districts  where 
materials  could  be  found  of  which  to  compose  them. 

From  these  forces  Napoleon  selected  a  grand 
army  to  act  under  his  personal  orders.  They  were 
chosen  with  great  care,  and  the  preparation  of  their 
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DAftteri^  W40  dl  the  inost  e^ct^asive  fiAd  onnpletede^ 
script^orL  Tb€  iluiiib^rB  in  gross  in^t  amotmt  Co 
]UK)|000 ;  as  grmt  a  BUml)^  <^  troops,  perbap«>  M 
ean  Goafenieotly  move  upon  one  plan  of  operAtkma, 
or  b^  subject^  to  one  Gmeralksimo.  A  large  de* 
dactioti  is  to  be  made  to  allain  the  eicaet  amount  of 
bia  effective  foruK^ 

Thus  prepared  for  action,  no  dpobt  wisa  mwSk  that 
Buonaparte  would  open  tbe  canipaign,  by  assuv^ifg 
gSmfiye  ppera^na.  To  wmH  till  the  ^fi^ny  h$4  as^ 
ieiQiblod  thetr  SftU  force  on  his  frontier,  would  haye 
auHad  neitfa^r.tbe  nian  nor  the  momexA.  It  wfts  most 
lUgireeflfbW  to  hi0  sjfttew,  his  dispi^sit^n,  abd  his  iiw 
terest,  to  rush  upon  some  separate  army  of  the  aiUe% 
im^tpvi^^  tbcfm^  aooordiDg  to  tus  own  pbrase»  in  delict, 
4ild^  by  jts  di^pcrsiim  or  annihilation,  give  courage  tp 
JFrjEuaicedi  a^¥(i^  her  to  fresh  exertions  in  hie  .cause, 
jiimi9^^  Ibe  epl^enrted  powers,  and  gain  time  l^r 
^of^JAgiinitbeir  league  the  se^ds  of  d^unjkmt  Even 
thf  JB43gFi^#ts>  whose  interest  was  so  jyewnediatiBly  con- 
jj#pted  with  tli»  defe«(S  ^  Buonaparte,  were  dismayed 
J?y>uti^e9«wg  bift  gi^tltic  preparatic^v  *od  sadly 
anticipated  victories  as  the  first  result,  though  thcgr 
trusted  ^^%  ^3  in  1&14»  be  would  be  at  kugth  worn 
:0|it,  by  foifee  of  numbers  and  reiterated  exertions. 
J  Hut  though  all  guessed  at  the  mode  of  taetM» 
which  If^p^eon  would  employ,  there  Wf^  a  differencse 
.dt  opinion  respecting  the  point  on  which  his  firat 
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exertions  would  be  made ;  and  in  geiliral  H  was  au- 
gured, that,  trusting  to  the  strength  of  Lisle^  Valen- 
oennes,  and  other  fortiied  places  on  the  frontiers  of 
Flanders,  bis  first  real  attack,  whatever  diversion 
fB%fat  be  made  elsewhere,  would  take  place  upon 
Manheim,  with  the  view  of  breaking  asunder  the 
Austrian  and  Russian  armies  as  they  were  formings 
or  rather  of  attacking  them  separately,  to  prevent 
their  communication  in  line.  If  he  should  succeed 
in  thus  overwhelming  the  advance  of  the  Austriuis 
and  Russians,  by  directing  his  main  force  to  this  one 
point,  before  they  were  fully  prepared,  it  was  sappot- 
ned  he  might  break  up  the  plan  of  the  allies  for  tUs 
campaigfi. 

But  Buonaparte  was  desirous  to  aim  adedsttebfew 
at  the  most  enterprising  and  venturous  of  the  inva- 
ding armies*  He  knew  Bludier,  and  had  heard  <^ 
Wdlington ;  he  therefore  resolved  to  move  against 
those  generals,  while  he  opposed  walk  and  fortified 
places  to  the  more  slow  and  cautious  advance  of  the 
Austrian  general,  Schwartzenberg,  and  trusted  that 
distance  might  render  ineffectual  the  progress  of  the 
Rusdans^ 

According  to  this  general  system,  Paris,  under 
the  direction  of  General  Haxo,  was,  on  the  northern 
inde,  placed  in  a  complete  state  of  defence,  by  a 
double  line  of  fortifications,  so  that,  if  the  first  wei^ 
forced,  the  defenders  might  retire  within  the  se- 
cond, instead  of  being  compelled,  as  in  the  ptece^ 
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ding  year^  to  quit  the  heights,  and  fall  back  upon 
the  city.  McxitBiartre  was  very  strongly  fortified. 
The  southern  part  of  the  city  oa  the  opposite  side  iji 
the  Seine  was  only  covered  with  a  few  field-wcnrks ; 
time,  and  the  cspea  character  of  the  ground,  permit- 
ting  no  more.  But  the  Smne  itself  was  relied  upon 
at  a  bwrrier,  having  proved  such  in  1814. 

On  the  frontiers,  similar  precauticHis  were  observed. 
Entrendiments  were  constructed  in  the  five  prind.- 
pal  passes  of  the  Vosgeaian  mountains,  and  all  the 
natural  passes  and  stronghc^s  of  Lorraine  were  put 
in  the  best  possible  state  of  defence.  The  posts  on  the 
inner  line  were  strengthened  with  the  greatest  care. 
The  fine  military  position  under  the  walls  of  Lyons 
.mm-  unproved  with  great  expense  and  labou|*.  A 
teie-de^poni  was  erected  at  Brotteau ;  a  draw-bridge 
and  barricade  protected  the  suburb  hi  Guillotiere; 
redoubts  were  erected  between  the  Saonne  and  Rhine, 
and  upon  the  heights  of  Pierre  Endse  and  the 
Quarter  of  Saint  John.  Guise,  Vitri,  Soissons, 
Chateau-Thierry,  Langres,  and  all  the  towns  ca- 
pable  of  any  defence,  were  rendered  as  strong  as 
posts,  palisades,  redoubts,  and  field-works,  could 
make  them.  The  Busaan  armies,  though  pressing 
fast  forward,  were  not  as  yet  arrived  upon  the  line  of 
oporaUons;  and  Napolecm  doubtless  trusted  that 
these  impedimaits,  in  front  of  the  Austrian  line, 
would  arrest  eny  hasty  advance  on  their  part,  sim^ 
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Ae  well-kn6w»  taetica  d  that  seheot  dvelare  agmsl 
lending  in  tbeir  rear  fortresses  or  l#wiis  possessed  hj 
A^  enemy,  however  kisigniicaDtor  slightly  ganisoii- 
Bdy  or  howeva-  conpletely  they  might  be  masked 

About  now  to  coBUBenee  hi&  operations,  Napo^ 
tuM  somnioMed  round  him  his  best  and  most  ex* 
perienced  generals.  Souk,  kte  minister^  war-fi^ 
Loui»  XVIII.,  was  named  major-general.  He  obey- 
•ed,  ^  saj^  [not  in  any  respect  as  an  enemy  tii  the 
king,  but  as  a  ekixen  and  soklkr,  whose  duty  it  wa^ 
to  ob^  wliomsoever  was  at  the  head  c^  the  goTem- 
tnent,  as  l^at  of  the  Vicar  of  Bray  subjected  him  in 
ghostly  submission  to  each  head  ot  the  church  pro 
tempore.  Ney  was  ordered  to  repair  to  the  army  at 
liisle,  ^  if  he  inshed,**  so  the  command  was  express- 
tA,  ^  to  witness  the  first  battk."^  M acdonaki  waft 
stron^y  soKeited  to  accept  a  eommuid,  but  declined 
it  with  disdMi.  Dav€)ust,  the  miffibier  at  war,  undei<- 
:tboktx^  remote  his  scruples,  ao^  spoke  to  him  ef 
what  his  hononr  required.  *^  It  is  not  frotn  you^*^ 
•replied  the  Maresc^al,  ^<  that  I  acq  to  l^n  senti- 
4nel^s  of  honour,^  and  persisted  in  his  refusal,;  D^Er- 
)env  Reille,  Vandamme,  Gerard;  luid  Moutcm  <|s 
Xobau,,  acted  a&  lieutenant-generals.  The  cavalry 
was  fdaced  under  the  command  of  Grouchy,  (whom 
Ni^)o)eon  had  created  a  Mareiscba].)  Pftjol,  Excels 
jnaas,  Milhaud,  and  Kellemian,  were  his  seeomfe 
In  command.     Fbhault,  Dej^an,  La  Bedoyere,  and 
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Olbr  ofiieeis  ci  disUnotion,  acted  m  tbe  Empi^i 
m*n  aides-de-cam^p.  Tbe  artiQery  were  thrte  him- 
dred  pieees;  the  cavalry  approached  to  twenty-^fir 
thouflooid  men ;  tbe  Guard  to  the  same  number^  ted 
tlnre  ik  little  doabt  that  the  whole  anyy  amoufited  ili 
effi^ctive  force  to  neArly  180,000  soUKeri,  in  the  tniMf| 
eompldte  state  lis  to  arms  and  equipmetit,  who  now 
■Mtiehed  io  u  itfar  which  they  themselveB  had  ^ct»j 
skmed,  under  an  emperor  of  their  own  maklqg^  ax^ 
bcnre  both  in  thekr  heArts  and  on  ibdr  tongoe^  tite 
Scniimenti  of  death  or  victory. 

For  the  protection  of  the  reit  at  the  ftotkia^^  du* 
ting  Napoleon's  campdgn  in  Flanders,  Suchet  w«s 
intrusted  with  the  eotisioand  on  th^^  fronti^n^  df 
Shdtierlaiiid,  w|th  directions  to  atlftck  Motttm^liati 
^  eoM  as  possible  after  the  14th  of  June,  ^hk(h 
day  Buonaparte  had  fixed  for  the  commliQi0id<|tieni 
of  hostilities.  Massena  was  ordered  to  repair  to 
Metz,  to  assume  the  government  of  that  important 
fortress,  and  the  command  of  the  Sd  and  4thdivisions. 
All  preparations  being  thus  made.  Napoleon  at  length 
announced  what  had  longoccupied  his  secret  thoughts. 
<<  I  go,"  he  said,  as  he  threw  himself  into  his  carriage 
to  join  his  army,  "  I  go  to  measure  myself  with  Wei- 
lington.'' 

But  although  Napoleon^s  expressions  were  those 

,  of  confidence  and  defiance,  his  internal  feelings  were 

of  a  diflferent  complexion.     "  I  no  longer  felt,''  as 
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he  afterwards  expressed  himself  in  his  exiW,  <<  that 
complete  confidence  in  final  sucosm,  which  aooonu 
panied  me  on  former  undertakings.  Whether  it  was 
that  I  was  getting  beyond  the  period  of  life  when  men 
are  usually  favoured  by  fc^une,  or  whether  the  inu 
puls^  of  my  career  seemed  impeded  in  my  own  eyes, 
and  to  my  own  ima^natic»9  it  is  certain  that  I  felt  a 
depresnon  of  spirit  Fortune,  which  used  to  fcdlow 
my  steps  to  load  me  with  her  bounties,  was  now  a  se- 
vere deity,  from  whom  I  might  snatch  a  few  Cftvours, 
but  for  which  she  exacted  severe  retribution*  I  had 
m^  sooner  gained  an  advantage  than  it  was  followed 
by  a  rev^rse*^  With  such  feelings,  not  certainly 
unwarranted  by  the  drcumstanoes  under  which  the 
campaign  was  undertaken,  nor  disproved  by  the 
event,  Niq[K>leon  undertook  his  shortest  and  last 
^tuoppign. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Arm^  ^  WcUtngUm  conert  BruiseU.^ihat  of  Blucker  concentrated 
en  the  Sombre  tmd  Meute^^-NafoUon  reviews  hit  Grand  Army 
on  \^h  June,^Advances  upon  Charleroi, — Hit  plan  to  separate 
the  Armies  of  the  two  opposing  Generals  fails. — Interview  of 
Wellington  and  Blucher  at  Brie, — British  Army  concentrated  ui 
Quatre  Bras, — Napoleon^ s  plan  ef  attack, — Battle  of  tigniff  amd 
drfeat  of  Bhifiher  on  IQth  June, — Action  at  Quatre  Bras  on  the 
same  day — the  British  retain  possession  of  the  field, — Blucher 

eludes  the  French  pursuit. — Napoleon  joins  Ney Retreat  of  the 

British  upon  Waterloo^  where  the  Duke  of  Wellington  resolves  to 
fMke  a  Hand, — Localities  of  that  celebrated  Field. 

The  triple  line  of  strong  fortresses  possessed  by: 
the  French  on  the  borders  of  Belgium  served  Na- 
poleon as  a  curtain,  behind  which  he  cogld  prepare 
bis  levies  and  unite  his  forces  at  pleasure,  with(,>ut 
any  possibility  of  the.  allies  or  their. generals  being 
aUe  to  observe  his, motions,  or  prepare  for  the  at* 
tack  whidi  such  motions  indicated.  On  the  other 
hand^  the  frontier  of  Bel^um  was  open  to  bis  obser^ 
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vation,  and  be  knew  perfectly  the  gaieral  disposal 
of  the  allied  force. 

If  the  French  had  been  prepared  to  make  thmr 
meditated  attack  upcm  Flanders  in  the  month  <^ 
May,  they  would  have  found  no  formidable  force 
to  expose  them,  as  at  that  time  the  armies  of  the 
Prussian  general  Kleist,  and  the  hereditary  Prince 
of  Orange,  did  not,  in  all,  exceed  50,000  men.  But 
the  return  of  Napoleon,  which  again  awakened  the 
war,  was  an  event  a8»  totally  unexpected  in  France 
219  in  Flanders,  and,  therefinre^  that  m^ion  was  as 
much  unprepared  to  make  an  attack  as  the  allies  to 
repel  one.  Thus  it  haj^pened,  that  while  Napoleon 
was  exerting  himsdf  to  cdlect  a  sufficient  army  \}y 
the  means  we  have  mentiimed,  the  Duke  of  WeUing. 
tcHi,  nrfio  arrived  at  Brussels  from  Vienna  in  the 
beginning  of  April,  had  leisure  to  garrison  and  sup* 
ply  the  strong  {daces  of  Ostend,  Antwerp,  and  Nieu- 
port,  which  the  French  had  not  dismantled,  aod.to 
fcNTtify  Yypres,  Toumay,  Mons,  and  Ath.  He  had 
also  leisure  to  receive  his  reinf(»cements  from  -£^- 
land,  and  to  collect  the  German,  Dutch,  and  Belgian 
contingents. 

Thus  collected  and  r^nforoed,  the  Duke  c^  WdU 
liHgton's  army  might  contain  about  thirty  tlimisaiiid 
English  troops.  They  were  not,  bowover,  diose  ve^ 
teran  soldiers,  who  had  served  under  him  during  tfacr 
Peninsular  war ;  the  flower  of  whidi  bad  be^a  du^ 


d  by  Google 


NAPOLEON    BUOHAPARTE.  W? 

patched  upon  the  Amerkan  expeiticien*  Hdit  wctt 
geeond  battaHons,  or  regiments  whidi  bad  been  ktdy 
fiRed  up  with  new  recruits.  The  foreigners  w«r^ 
fifteen  thousand  Hanoverians,  with  the  celebmted 
Oerman  Legion,  eight  thousand  fltiong,  winch  had  so 
oftm  (j^tingttished  itself  in  Spain ;  fire  thousatid 
Srunswiokers,  under  their  gaHant  Duke;  and  about 
^seventeen  thousand  Belgians,  Dutch,  and  Nassau 
troops,  <k>miliaflded  by  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

Great  and  just  reliance  was  plated  upon  the  Oer^ 
mans;  I)Ut  some  apprehensions  were  entertained  .&t 
the  steadiness  of  the  Belgian  troc^s.  Discontents  ba(| 
prevailed  among  them,  ^i«h,  at  one  period,  had  hto* 
ken  oift  in  open  mutiny,  and  was  not  subdued  widiout 
Uoodeiied.  Most  of  theai  hid  served  in  the  Franbh 
»anlis,  and  it  was  feared  some  of  them  mi^t  presenv a 
predilections  and  correspondencies  dangerous  to  tbt 
gemtrdi  cause.  Buonaparte  was  onda-  the  same  be«. 
Het.  He  brought  in  his  train  several  Belgian  ofibers^ 
betieving  there  would  be  a  movement  in  his  fa^^Hit 
go  soon  as  be  entered  the  Netherlands.  But  tbs 
Pktnings  sve  a  pecple;  of  sound  sense  and  feding4 
Whatever  jealoia$ies  mi^t  have  be^  instilled  into 
tb^m  for  their  religion  and  privileges  under  the  rdgu 
of  a  Protestant  and  a  Dutch  soverrign,  thetfe  were 
swailoii^d  up  in  th^ir  appreh^nons  £orthe  itsturn- 
ii^'tyranny  of  Napoleon.  Some  of  these  troops*  Im 
haved  with  distinguished  valour;  and  most  of  them 
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•opported  the  ancient  military  cbaracter  of  the  WaU 
loom.  The  Diitdi  corps  were  in  general  enthusias* 
tically  attached  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  the 
caote  of  independoice. 

The  Prussian  army  had  been  recruited  to  its  high* 
est  war-establidnnent,  within  an  incredibly  short 
space  of  time  afiter  Buom^Murte^s  return  had  been 
made  puUic,  and  was  rekiforoed  in  a  manner  surpri- 
sii^  to  those  who  do  not  reflect,  how  much  the  re* 
sources  of  a  state  depend  on  the  zeal  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, Thdr  enthusiastic  hatred  to  France,  founded 
partly  <m  the  recdlectkm  of  former  injuries,  partly 
on  that  of  recent  success,  was  animated  at  once  by 
feeling  of  triumph  and  of  rev^;e^  and  they  march* 
ed  to  tins  new  war,  as  to  a  national  crusade  against 
an  inTeterate  enemy,  whom,  when  at  their  feet,  thej 
had  treated  with  inj udidousclemency.  Bludier  was, 
howerer,  deprived  oi  a  valuable  part  ii  his  army 
by  the  discontent  of  the  Saxon  tnx^  A  mutiny 
had  broken  out  among  them,  when  the  Congress  an- 
nounced their  intention  of  transferring  part  of  the 
SetKon  dominions  to  Prussia ;  much  bloodshed  bad 
ensued,  and  it  was  judged  most  prudent  that  the 
troops  of  Saxony  should  remain  in  garrison  in  the 
German  fortresses. 

Prince  Bludier  arrived  at  Liege,  with  the  Prus- 
sian army,  which  was  concentrated  on  the  Sambreand 
Meuse  rivers,  occupying  Charleroi,  Namur,  Giv^ 
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and  Liege.  The  Duke  of  WeUington  covered  Brus- 
sels, where  he  had  fixed  his  head-quarters,  commun- 
eating  by  his  left  with  die  right  of  the  Prussiaos. 
There  was  a  general  idea  that  Napoleon^s  Areatened 
advance  would  take  plaoe  on  Nannn*,  as  he  was  likely 
to  find  least  opposition  at  diat  disnuintted  city. 

The  Duke  of  WdHngtcm's  first  oorps^  under  the 
Prinee  of  Orange,  with  two  divinons  of  Ibitirii,  two 
of  Hanoverians,  and  two  of  Belgians,  occupied  En. 
ghien.  Brain  le  Comte,  and  Nivelles^  and  served  as  a 
reserve  to  the  Prussian  division  under  Ziethen, 
which  was  at  Charlerm.  The  second  division,  oonw 
manded  by  Xiord  Hill,  included  two  British,  two 
Hanoverian,  and  one  Belgian  divisions.  It  was  can» 
toned  at  Halle,  Oudenarde,  and  Grammont.  The 
reserve,  under  Picton,  who,  at  Lord  WdHngton^'s 
special  request,  had  aocqpted  of  the  situation  of.se* 
oond  in  command,  consisted  of  the  remaining  two 
British  divisions,  with  three  of  the  Hanovca^s,  and 
was  stationed  at  Brussds  and  Ghent.  The  cavahy 
occupied  Granmimit  and  Nieve. 

The  Anglo-Beigic  army  was  so  disposed,  there- 
f<Nre,  as  might  «iaUe  the  diviuons  to  comUne  with 
each  other,  and  with  the  Prussians,  upon  the  earliest 
authentic  intelligence  of  the  enemy'^s  being  put  in 
motion.  At  the  same  time,  the  various  cc»rps  were 
necessarily,  to  a  osrtain  degree,  detached,  both  for 
the  purpose  of  bdoig  more  easily  maintained,  (espe* 
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diHy  the  ouralry,)  «m1  also  baoftoae,  from  the  fan^ 
poMftfiKty  of  forweii^  in  what  ifittcdon  the  Freadi 
Emperor  might  make  his  attack,  it  was  neceisary  to 
■ainlain  auch  an  exIeniTe  Uiie  of  defence  as  to  be 
]nepared  for  his  arriral  upon  aa j  given  point*  This 
is  the  neceisary  inoonvcinence  attached  to  SLdebmAr^ 
pb<ition«  where,  if  the  resisting  general  ihoiild  con- 
centra te  his  whole  forces  npon  any  one  pc4nt  of  the 
line  to  be  defended,  the  enemy  would,  o£  course^ 
choose  to  nuke  thebr  assault  43tk  some  of  the  other 
points,  wUdi  such  conc^itnuioa  muet  n^cennrily 
leave  comparatively  open« 

In  the  meantime,  Niqpoleon  in  person  advanced 
to  Vervins  on  ISdi  June,  with  his  Guard,  who  had 
marched  ham  Parit«  The  other  diviakms  of  Us  lei 
lected  Grand  Army  bad  been  aisenibled  on  the 
feeotier,  and  the  whole,  comisting  of  dve  diviaons  of 
inflntry)  and  four  of  cavalry,  were  combined  at  Beawu 
mont  on  the  14th  of  the  same  months  with  a  d^(ree 
of  secrecy  and  expedition  which  ibowed  the  usual 
genius  of  their  commander.  Napoleon  retiewied  the 
tcoqis  lit  person,  reminded  them  that  the  day  was  the 
anniversary  of  the  great  victories  of  Marei^  and 
FfiedHand,  and  called  on  them  to  remember  that  the 
enemies  whom  they  had  then  defeated,  were  the  saam 
which  were  now  arrayed  against  them.  '<  Are  they 
and  we,^  he  asked,  «<  no  longer  the  mmJe  men  ?""  The 
oddross  prcduced  the  strongest  effect  on  the  n|indi 
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^  the  French  sokHety,  always  smmUtoIj  aUve  ta  iui- 
tkaiy  and*  naticmal  glory.  ; 

Upon  the  l£th  June,  the  French  army  wmiu  aii>. 
tion  in  every  directifm.  Tfaeiir  adTanoed-igiMvd  of 
ligbl  troops  swept  the  western  bank  of  the  Sambrfe 
dear  of  all  the  sihed  corfti  of  observation.  They 
then  advanced  upon  Cbarkroi,  which  was  well  de- 
imded  by  the  Prasdans  imder  G^nenA  Ziethen^  who 
;  was  at  length  compiled  to  retire  on  the  large  village 
Qt  GosseHesw  Here  his^  retreat  was  cut  off  by  the  se- 
cond diviuon  of  the  French  army,  and  Ziethen  was 
^idmpdled  to  take  the  route  of  FMnrusy  by  wfaicii  he 
muled  himsdf  with  the  Prusnan  fbroe,  which  hsy 
about  the  villages  oi  Ligoy  and  St  Amaad.  .The 
Prussian  geoerat  had,  bow«ver,  -obeyed  his  xiiders, 
by  making  such  protracted  resistance  as  gave  time 
Jor  the  alarm  bring  taken^  In  the  attack  aad  retvei^ 
he  lost  foar  or  five  gvins,  and  a  considerable  aomb^ 
in  killed  and  wounded.  .> 

By  this  movement  the  plao'of  Napoleoii  was^made 
mantfest.  It  was  at  once  most  sdemific  imd  adyenu 
torous.  His  numbers  were  uttequid^  to  sustain  aooa^ 
flict  wkh  the  armies  of  Blucber  and  Wellhigtoii  tini. 
ted,  but  by  forcing  his  way  so  as  to  separate  the  one 
«»emy  Irotn  the  olher^  he  woiiki  gain  the  adimntage 
^acting  against  either  individually  vrith  the  gross  of 
his  forces,  while  he  could  spai«  enoogh  of  detached 
troops  to  keep  the  other  in  check.     To  accomplish 


d  by  Google 


400  LIFJI  OF 

this  maslarly  maiMeuTre^  ii  was  neoesiary  to  puah  oa- 
wards  upaa  a  part  of  the  British  advance,  whi^  oc- 
aqMedlhepoMtkmctf  QuatreBras,  and  the  jet  more 
advanced  post  o£  Frasnes,  where  some  of  the  Nassau 
troops  were  stationed.  But  the  extreme  rapidity 
o£  Napcdeoii^s  locoed  marches  had  in  some  measure 
peevented  the  exectttioQ  of  his  pbn,  by  diqperni^ 
his  jGoroes  so  much,  that  at  a  time  when  every  hour 
was  of  oonsequenoe,  be  was  compelled  to  remain  at 
Charleroi  until  his  wearied  and  over-mardied  army 
had  collected. 

In  the  meantime,  Ney  was  detached  against  Fras- 
nes  and  Quatre  Bras,  but  the  tioops  of^Namur  ksfi 
their  post  on  the  eveaii^  of  the  15lh.  It  is  possi- 
Ue  the  French  MaresAal  might  have  succeeded  had 
heattadied  at  Frasnes  with  his  whole  force;  but 
Jiearing  a  cannonade  in  the  direction  of  Fleurua, 
(which  was  that  of  Ziethen^s  actiim,)  he  detached  t 
division  to  support  the  French  in  that  quarter.  For 
this  eiMrcise  of  his  own  judgment,  instead  of  yield- 
ing precise  obedience  to  Ins  orders,  Ney  was  rqiri- 
manded ;  a  drcumstance  curiously  contrasted  with 
the  case  of  Grouchy,  upon  whom  Napoleon  laid  the 
whcie  Uame  o£  the  defeat  at  Waterloo,  because  he 
did  fdlow  his  orders  precisely,  and  press  the  Prui^ 
ttims  at  Wavre,  instead  of  being  diverted  from  that 
object  by  the  cannonade  on  his  left 

The  manoeuvre  meditated  by  Napdeon  thus  fail- 
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ed)  though  it  had  neaJrly  been  soccessfiiL  He  conti- 
nued, hovreyer,  to  entertain  the  same  purpose  of  di- 
viding, if  possible,  the  British  army  from  the  Prus- 
sians. 

The  British  general  received  intelligence  of  the 
advance  of  the  French,  at  Brussels,  at  six  o'ckx;k  on 
the  evening  of  the  15th,  but  it  was  not  of  sufficient 
cefrtiunty  to  enable  him  to  put  his  army  in  motion,  on 
an  occasion  when  a  false  movement  might  have  been 
irretrievable  ruin.  About  eleven  of  the  same  night, 
the  certain  accounts  reached  Brussels  that  the  ad« 
vance  of  the  French  was  upon  the  line  of  the  Sambre. 
llmnforcements  were  hastily  moved  on  Quatre  Bras, 
and  the  Duke  of  Wellington  arrived  there  in  person 
tit  an  early  hour  on  the  16tb,  and  instantly  rodelnm 
that  position  to  Brie,  where  he  had  a  meeting  with 
Bluchen  It  appeared  at  this  time  that  the  whole 
French  force  was  about  to  be  directed  against  the 
Prussians. 

Blucher  was  prepared  to  receive  them.  Three 
of  his  divisions,  to  the  number  of  80,000  men,  had 
been  got  into  position  on  a  chain  of  gentle  hdghts, 
running  from  Brie  to  Sombref ;  in  front  of  their  line 
lay  the  villages  of  the  Greater  and  Lesser  St  Amaad, 
as  also  that  of  Ligny,  all  of  which  were  strongly  occu- 
pied. From  the  extremity  of  his  right,  Blucher  could 
communicate  with  the  British  at  Quatre  Bras,  upon 
which  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was,  as  fast  as  dis- 
tance would  permit,  concentrating  his  army.     The 
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fourth  Phisaiati  divimi,  beiiig  tbst  of  Biilaw^  sta^ 
tkned  between  IMge  and  Hainault,  was  at  too  great 
a  distaacf  %o  hm  brought  up,  though  every  effort  was 
made  for  the  purpose.  Blucbar  undertook,  howevert 
Dbtwithstandiilg  thef  abaenee  of  Bulow,  to  receire  a 
battle  in  this  position,  trusting  to  the  support  of  ^ 
English  atrmy,  who,  by  a  Bftok  movement  to  the  left^ 
were  to  mavdi  to  his  assistance. 

Napokon  had»  in  the  meantime,  settled  his  own 
plan  of  bi^de.  He  d^ermkied  to  leave  Ney  with  a 
division  of  45y000  men,  with  instruc^oos  to  drive  the 
EngHsh  feom  Quntre  Bt as,  ere  their  army  was  cas^ 
coitrated  and  r^aftireed^  and  thus  prevent  their  ca- 
operating  with  Bkieher,  while  he  himsisify  with  the 
■sftin  body  of  his  army,  attacked  the  Pru^ian  posi^ 
Atm  at  Ligny.  Ney  bring  thus  on  the  Fteoch  left 
wing  at  Frasnes  and  Quatre  Bras,  and  Buonaparte 
on  the  right  at  Ligny,  a  division  under  D^Erloii, 
amounting  to  10,000  men,  served  as  a  centre  of  the 
ann3^»imd  wto  placed  near  Mard]NienQe%  from  wiiich 
it  might  march  laterally  either  to  suf^MHrt  N^  or 
jNapcrfeon,  whichever  might  reqiure  assistasee.  Afi 
two  baUles  thus  took  place  on  the  16th  June,  it  > 
^oecessary  to  tabe  distinct  notice  of  both. 

That  of  Ligny  was  the  principal  action.  Tb^ 
French  Emperor  was  umdble  to  concentrate  \m  forces, 
JO  as  to  commence  the  attack  upon  the  Friis»an^ 
.until  three  o'clock  in  the  afterr^oon,  at  which  hour  it 
Jbegan  with  unoommon  fury  all  along  the  Prussipii 
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Iflie.  After  a  continaed  attick  of  two  Jiotn^  the 
French  had  only  obtained  pofseanon  of  a  pkrt  of  the 
village  <tf  St.  Amand*  The  position  of  the  Pniadaas, 
however,  was  thus  fitur  defective,  that  the  main  part 
of  their  army  being  drawn  up  on  the  heights^and  the 
remainder  occupyii^  villages  which  layat  their Soat^ 
the  reinforcements  dispatched  to  the  latter  wete  ne« 
cessarily  exposed  doring  their  descend  to  the  fire 
from  the  French  artillery,  placed  on  the  meadows 
below.  Notwithstanding  this  disadvantage,  by 
which  the  Prussians  suffered  much.  Napoleon 
thought  the  issue  of  the  contest  so  doubtful,  that  he 
sent  for  D^Erlon^s  division,  which,  as  we  have  men. 
tioned,  was  stationed  near  Marchiennes,  half-way 
betwixt  Qoatre  Bras  and  ligny.  In  the  mean- 
while, observiiig  that  Blucher  drew  his  reserves  to- 
gether on  St  Amand,  he  changed  his  point  of  at- 
tack, and  directed  all  his  force  against  Ligny,  of 
which,  after  a  desperate  resistance,  he  at  length 
obtained  possession.  The  French  Guards,  sup^^ 
ported  by  their  heavy  cavalry,  ascended  the  heights^ 
and  attacked  the  Prussian  position  in  the  rear  of 
ligny.  The  reserves  of  the  Prussian  infsmtry  hav- 
ing been  dispatched  to  St.  Amand,  Blucher  had  no 
means  of  repelling  this  attack,  save  by  his  cavalry. 
He  placed  himself  at  their  head,  and  charged  in 
the  most  determined  manner,  but  without  success. 
The  cavalry  of  Blucher  were  forced  back  in  dis- 
order. 
voLf  vm.  2  « 
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The  Prniee  Mareschal,  ms  he  directed  the  retreat, 
wms  introlved  in  one  of  the  charges  of  cavalry,  his 
bene  atrock  down  by  a  camioii  shot,  and  he  himself 
prostrated  on  the  ground*  His  aide-decamp  threw 
himself  beside  the  veteran,  determined  to  share  his 
fiUe,  and  had  thie  precaution  to  fling  a  cloak  over 
him  to  prevent  his  being  recognised  by  the  Fiench. 
The  enemy^s  cuirassiers  passed  over  him,  and  it  was 
not  until  they  were  repulsed,  and  in  their  turn  pur. 
aoed  by  the  Prussian  cavalry,  that  the  gallant  veteran 
was  raised  and  remounted.  Blucher^s  death,  or  cap^ 
tivity,  at  that  eventful  moment,  might  have  had 
-most  sinister  effects  on  the  event  of  the  campaign, 
as  it  may  be  fairly  doubted,  whether  anything  short 
of  his  personal  influience  and  exertion  could,  after 
this  hard-fought  and  unfortuoate  day,  have  again 
brought  the  Prussian  army  into  action  on  the  events, 
fal  16th  of  Jiine.  When  relieved,  and  again  mount- 
ed, Blucher  directed  the  retreat  upon  Tilly,  and 
achieved  it  unmolested  by  the  enemy,  who  did  hot 
continue  their  pursuit  beyond  the  heights  which 
the  Prussians  had  been  constrained  to  abandcm. 

Such  was  the  battle  of  Ligoy,  in  which  the  Prus- 
aiaasy'  as  Blucher  truly  said,  lost  the  field,  but  not 
their  honour^  The  victory  was  attended  with  none 
oFthpose  decisive  censequehces  which  were  wont  to 
mark  the  successes  of  Buonaparte.  There  were  no 
eorpsctttoff  or  dispersed,  no  regiments  whioh  fled  or 
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Atng  down  their  arms,  no  line  of  defence  forced, 
and  no  permanent  advantage  gained.  Above  all, 
there  was  not  a  man  who  lost  heart  or  courage. 
The  Prussians  are  believed  to  have  lost  in  this 
bloody  itotion  at  least  10,000  men ;  the  Moniteur 
makes  the  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded  16,000, 
tmA  General  Gourgaud,  dissatisfied  with  this  liberal 
allowaaee,  rates  them  afterwards  at  no  less  than 
S5,000,  while  writing  under  Napoleon's  dictation. 
The  loss  of  the  victors  was,  by  the  official  accounts, 
estimated  at  3000  men,  which  ought  to  have  been 
more  than  tripled.  Still,  the  French  Emperor 
had  struck  a  great  blow, — ioverpowered  a  stubborn 
and  inveterate  enemy,  and  opened  the  campaign 
with  favourable  auspices.  The  degree  of  advan- 
tage, however,  which  Napoleon  might  have  deriv- 
ed from  the  Prussian  retreat,  was  greatly  limited 
by  the  indifferent  success  of  Ney  against  the  forces 
•f  Lord  Wellington.  Of  this  second  action  we  have 
now  to  give  some  acconnt. 

Frasnes  had  been  evacuated  by  the  British,  who, 
on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  were  in  position  at  Qua- 
tre  Bras,  a  point  (rf'iinportance,as  four  roads  diverge 
from  it  in  different  directions ;  so  that  the  British 
general  might  communicate  from  his  left  with  the 
Prussian  right  at  St.  Amand,  besides  having  in  his 
rear  a  causeway  open  for  his  retreat.  On  the  left  of 
the  causeway,  leading  from  Charleroi  to  Brussels,  is 
a  wood,  called  Bois  de  Bossu,  which,  during  the 
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earl  J  part  of  the  day,  was  strongly  contested  by  the 
^harp-shooters  on  both  sides^  but  at  length  carried 
by  the  French,  and  maintained  for  a  time.  About 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  main  attack  com- 
menced, but  was  repalsed.  The  British  infantry, 
however,  and  particularly  the  48d  Higblanders,suC. 
fered  severely  from  an  nnexpected  charge  of  lancers, 
whose  approach  was  hid  from  them  by  the  character 
of  the  ground,  intersected  with  hedges,  atid  cover- 
ed  with  heavy  crops  of  rye.  Two  companies  of  the 
Highlanders  were  cut  off,  not  having  time  to  form 
the  square ;  the  others  succeeded  in  getting  into  or- 
der, and  beating  off  the  lancers.  Ney  then  attempted 
a  general  charge  of  heavy  cavalry.  But  they  were 
received  with  such  a  galling  fire  from  the  British  in- 
fiantry,  joined  to  a  battery  of  t^o  guns,  that  it  could 
not  be  sustained ;  the  whole  causeway  was  strewed 
with  men  and  horses,  and  the  fugitives,  who  escaped 
to  the  rear,  announced  the  loss  of  an  action  which 
was  far  from  being  decided,  considering  that  the 
British  had  few  infantry  and  artillery,  thou^  re- 
inforcements of  both  were  coming  fast  forward. 

The  French,  as  already  noticed,  had,  about  three 
oVlock,  obtained  possession  of  the  Bois  de  Bossu, 
and  driven  out  the  Belgians.  They  were  in  return 
themselves  expelled  by  the  British  Guards,  who 
successfully  resisted  every  attempt  made  by  the 
French  to  penetrate  into  the  wood  during  the  day. 

As  the  English  reinforcements  arrived  in  succes- 
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siDfii  Mareschal  Ney  became  desirous  of  an  addition 
of  numbers,  and  sent  to  procure  the  asGistatice  of 
D'Erlon's  divisioti,  posted,  m  has  been  said,  near 
Marchiennes.  But  these  troop§  had  been  previously 
ordered  to  succour  Buonaparte^s  own  army.    As  the 
affair  of  Ligny  was,  howeyer^  over  before  they  arri- 
vedj  the  division  was  again  sent  back  towards  Fras- 
nes  to  assist  Ney ;  but  his  battle  was  also  by  this 
time  over*  and  thus  D'Erlon's  troops  marched  from 
one  flank  to  the  other,  without  firing  a  musket  in 
the  course  of  the  day*     The  battle  of  Qiiatre  Bras 
terminated  with  the  light.      The  British  retained 
possession  of  the  field,  which  they  had  maintained 
with  so  much  obstiuacyj  because  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington conceived   that  Blueher  would   be  able  to 
make  his  ground  good  at  Ligny,  and  was  consequent- 
ly desirous  that  the  armies  should  retain  the  line  i£ 
communication  which  they  had  occupied  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

But  the  Prussians,  evacuating  all  the  villages 
which  they  held  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ligny,  had 
concentrated  their  forces  to  retreat  upon  the  river 
Dyle,  in  the  vicinity  of  Wavre.  By  this  retrograde 
movement,  they  were  placed  about  six  leagues  to 
the  rear  of  their  former  position^  and  had  united 
themselves  to  Bulow's  division^  which  had  not  been 
engaged  in  the  affiiir  at  Ligny,  Bluchcr  had  effect- 
ed tills  retreat,    not  only  without   pursuit   by  the 
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French,  bat  without  their  knowing  fwr  some  time 
in  what  difection  he  had  gone. 

This  donbt  respecting  Blncher's  movemenU,  oc- 
casioned an  uncertainty  and  delay  in  those  of  the 
French,whichwereafterwardsattendedwiththev«y 
worst  consequences.  Napoleon,  or  General  Gour- 
gaud  in  his  name,  does  not  hesitate  to  assert,  that 
the  cause  of  this  delay  rested  with  Mareschal  Gion- 
chy,  on  whom  was  devolved  the  duty  of  following 
up  the  Prussian  retreat^  « If  Mareschal  Groacby,** 
pays  the  accusation,  "  bad  been  at  Wavre  on  the 
17th,  and  in  communication  with  my  (Napoteon^*) 
right,  Blucber  would  not  have  dared  to  send  any  de* 
tachment  of  his  army  against  me  on  the  18th  ;  or 
if  he  had,  I  would  have  destroyed  them.''  But  the 
Mareschal  appears  to  make  a  victorious  defence. 
Grouchy  says,  that  he  sought  out  the  Emperor  on 
the  night  of  the  16th,  so  soon  as  the  Prussian  re- 
treat commenced,  but  that  he  could  not  see  him  till 
he  returned  to  Fleurus  ;  nor  did  he  obtain  any  an- 
swer to  his  request  of  obtaining  some  infantry  to  as- 
sist his  cavalry  in  following  Blucher  and  his  retreat, 
ing  army,  excepting  an  intimation  that  he  would  re- 
ceive orders  next  day.  He  states,  that  he  went  again 
to  head-quarters  in  the  morning  of  the  17tb,  aware 
of  the  full  importance  of  following  the  Prussians 
plopely  ijp,  but  that  he  could  not  see  Buonaparte  till 
half  seven,  and  then  w^s  obliged  to  follow  him  tp  the 
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field  of  battle  of  the  preceding  day,  previous  to  re- 
eeiviDg  his  commands.  Napoleon  talked  with  va* 
riotts  persons  on  different  subjects,  without  giving 
Grouchy  May  orders  until  near  noon,  virhen  he  8ttd« 
denly  resolved  to  send  the  Mareschal  with  an  army 
of  32,000  men,  not  upon  Wavre,  for  he  did  not  know 
that  the  Prussians  had  taken  that  dir^tion,  but  to 
follow  Blucher  wherever  he  might  have  gone. 
Lastly,  Grouchy  affirms  that  the  troops  of  Girard 
and  Yandamme,  who  weie  placed  under  his  com- 
mand, were  not  ready  to  move  until  three  o^clock. 
Thus,  according  to  the  Mareschal's  very  distinct 
narrative,  the  first  orders  for  the  pursuit  were  not 
given  till  fibout  noon  on  the  17th,  and  the  tro^M 
were  not  in  a  capacity  to  obey  them  until  three, 
hours  after  they  were  received.  For  this  delay 
Grouchy  blames  Excelmans  and  Girard,  who  com* 
manded  under  him.  His  corps,,  at  aiky  rate,  was  not 
in  motion  until  three  o^clock  upon  the  17th. 

Neither  could  his  march,  when  begun,  be  di];eet« 
ed  with  certainty  on  Wavre.  The  first  traces  of  the 
Pruissians  which  he  couldreceive,  seemed  to  intimate, 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  were  retiring  towards  Na- 
mur,  which  induced  Grouchy  to  push  the  pursuit 
in'  the  latter  direction,  and  occasioned  the  loss  oif 
^ome  hours.  From  all  these  concuitiog  reasons,  the 
Maitsoba^  shows  distinctly  that  be  coiild  not  have 
^ttainec^  Wavre  on  t|ie  eveningof  the  17th  June,  be^ 
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oMse  he  had  jno  otden  to  go  there  till  noeiky  \ 
tvw^reidy  to  march  till  three  oVlock;  nor  had  ei- 
tlmr  NapoleoD  or  hb  genenl  any  ferekaowledge  of 
the  motions  of  Blacher,  which  might  indaoe  them  to 
believe  Wayie  was  the  true  point  of  his  retreat.  It 
was  not  till  he  found  the  English  resolved  to  make  a 
stand  at  Waterioo,  and  the  Pmsrians  determined  to 
oommnnicate  with  them^thatNapoleonbecameaware 
of  the  plan  arranged  betwixt  Welliogten  and  Bla- 
chor,  to  concentrate  the  Prossian  and  £n|^ish  armies 
at  Waterloo,  This  was  the  enigma  on  which  his 
lite  depended,  and  he  fiuled  to  solveit.  Bntit  was 
moKO  agreeable,  and  much  more  oonyenient.  Cor  Na- 
polecA  to  blame  Grouchy,  than  to  acknowledge  that 
he  himself  had  been  surprised  by  the  circomstances 
in  which  be  unexpectedly  found  himself  on  the  18th. 

Meantime,  hayii^^  detached  Grouchy  to  pursue 
the  Prussians,  Napoleon  himself  moved  laterally 
towards  Frasnes,  and  there  united  himself  with  the 
body  ccnnmanded  by  Mareschal  Ney  •  His  purpose 
was  to  attack  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  whom  he  ex- 
pected still  to  find  in  the  position  of  Quatre  Bras. 

But  about  seven  in  the  morning,  the  Duke,  ha- 
ving received  intelligence  of  the  Prince  Mareschal 
Blucher^s  retreat  to  Wavre,  onnmenced  a  retreat  <m 
his  part  towards  Waterloo,  in  order  to  recover  his 
communication  with  the  Prussians,  and  resume  the 
execution  of  the  plan  of  co-operation,  viidch  had 
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bean  in  aome  degree  ditooncerted  by  the  sudden  ir- 
raptkn  of  the  Frenofa,  and  the  loss  of  the  battle  of 
Ligiqr  by  the  Prussians.  The  retreat  was  conduct- 
ed with  the  greatest  regularity^  though  it  was  as 
usual  unpleasant  to  the  feelings  of  the  soldier.  The: 
news  of  the  battle  of  ligny  spread  through  the> 
ranks,  and  even  the  most  sanguine  did  not  yenture 
to  hope  that  the  Prussians  w<mld  be  soon  able  tore- 
new  the  engagement.  The  weather  was  dreadful, 
as  the  rain  fSsU  in  torrents  ^  but  this  so  fiaur  favoured 
the  British,  by  rendering  the  ploughed  Jelds  im- 
practicaUe  for  horse,  so  that  their  march  was  co-; 
vered  from  the  attacks  of  the  Fraich  cavahry  on' 
the  flanks,  and  the  operations  of  thoeci  by  wh<»DL.' 
they  were  pursued  were  confined  to  the  oftuseway: 

At  Genappe,  however,  a  small  town,  where  a  nar- 
row bridge  over  the  river  DyJe  can  only  be  approach- 
ed by  a  confined. street,  there  was  an  attack  on  the 
British  rear,  which  the  English  light  cavalry  were 
unable  to  repel  ^  but  the  heavy  caval^  being 
brought  up,  repulsed  the  French,  who  gave  the  itait 
of  the  army  no  farther  disturbance  far  the  day. 

At  five  in  the  evening,  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
arrived  on  the  memorable  field  of  Waterioo,  which 
he  had  long  before  fixed  as  the  position  in  which  he 
had  in  certain  events  determined  to  make  a  stMid' 
for  covering  Brussels^  .  . 

The  scene  of  this  celebrated  action  must  be  faini-' 
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liar  to  most  readers,  either  from  deacriptton  or  reook. 
leetioo.  The  English  army  occnpied  a  ohaiii  of 
heights^  extending  firom  a  rapine  and  village,  termed 
Merke  Braine,  on  the  rights  to  a  hamlet  called  Ter 
la  Haye,  on  the  left.  CSorresponding  to  this  chain 
of  heights  there  runs  one  somewhat  parallel  to  them, 
on  which  the  French  were  posted.  A  small  valley 
winds  between  them  of  varioas  breadth  at  difeient 
points,  bat  not  generally  exceeding  lu^f  a  mile* 
The  declivity  on  either  side  into  the  vaUey  has  a 
varied,  bat  on  the  whole  a  getitle  slope,  diversified 
by  a  number  of  andulating  irregularities  of  ground* 
Hie  field  is  crossed  by  two  high-roads,  or  cause- 
ways, both  leading  to  Brussels,—- one  from  Charleroi 
through  Quatre  Bras  and  Genappe,  by  which  the 
British  army  had  just  retreated,  and  another  from 
NiveUes.  These  roads  traverse  the  valley,  and  meet 
behind  the  village  of  Mont  St  Jean,  which  was  in 
the  rear  of  the  British  army.  The  farm-house  of 
Mont  St  Jean,  which  must  be  carefully  distinguished 
from  the  hamlet,  was  much  closer  to  the  rear  of  the 
British  than  the  latter.  On  the  Charleroi  causeway, 
in  front  of  the  line,  there  is  another  farm-house,  caHed 
LaHayeSainte,8itBated  nearly  at  the  foot  of  the  de- 
clivity leading  into  the  valley.  On  the  oppositechain 
of  eminences,  a  village  called  La  Belle  Alliance  gives 
name  to  the  range  of  heights.  It  exactly  fronts  Mont 
St  Jean,  aud  these  two  points  formed  the  respec- 
tive centres  of  the  French  and  English  positioujs^ 
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Ap  old-fashioned  Flemish  villa,  called  Gouraontp 
or  HougomoDtf  stood  in  the  midHt  of  the  valley^ 
surrounded  with  gardens,  ofiicesj  and  a  woodj  about 
two  acres  in  extent,  of  tall  beech  trees.  Behind  the 
heights  of  Mont  St.  Jean,  the  ground  again  sinks 
into  a  hoUoWj  which  served  to  afford  some  sort  of 
shelter  to  the  seeoud  line  of  the  Britidi,  In  the 
rear  of  this  second  valley,  is  the  great  and  exten- 
sive forest  of  Soignes,  through  which  runs  the  causes 
way  to  Brussels,  On  that  road,  two  miles  in  the 
rear  of  the  British  array,  is  placed  the  small  town 
j>f  Waterloo.  * 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Ifqpole(m*sejqfdckaim  that  the  JJOU^ 

case  of  his  defeating  the  English  m  Belgium. — The  English 
army  take  up  their  ground  on  17  th  June,  and  the  French 
next  maming.'^Strength  of  the  two  armies,^I^ans  ofAehr 
Oemeroltr—TBE  Battlb  op  Watbloo  commenced  on  ike 
forenoon  of  the  ISth  June, — French  attack  directed  against 
the  British  eentre^^shifted  to  their  right — charges  of  the 
Cmrastiers-'^and  ^eir  receptian.'^Adwince  of  the  iVw 
sians.'^Nejfs  charge  at  the  head  d>f  the  Guards^^BSs  re- 
pulse— emd  Napoleon^ s  orders  for  retreat, — TJie  victorious 
Generals  meet  at  la  Belle  Alliance. — Behaviour  of  Napo- 
leon during  the  engagement — Bhchef^s  pursuit  of  M« 
French.-^Loss  of  the  British — of  the  French. — NapoUotCs 
subsequent  attempts  to  undervalue  the  military  skill  of  the 
JDuke  of  Wellington  answered — His  wyust  censures  of 
Grouchy. —  The  notion  that  the  British  were  on  the  point  of 
losing  the  battle  when  the  Prussians  came  tqt  shown  to  he 
erroneous.  • 

There  might  be  a  difference  of  opinion^  in  a  mere 
military  question^  whether  tbe  English  general  ought 
to  have  hazarded  a  battle  for  the  defence  of  Bmssels, 
or  whether,  falling  back  on  the  strong  city  of  Ant- 
werp, it  might  have  been  safer  to  wait  the  arriyal  of 
the  reinforcements  which  were  in  expectation.  Bat 
in  a  moral  and  political  point  of  view,  the  protecting 
Brussels  was  of  the  last  importance.  Napoleon  has 
declared,  that,  had  he  gained  the  battle  of  Water- 
loo, he  had  the  means  of  revolutionizing  Belgium  ; 
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and  aUhough  be  was  doubtless  too  sauguiue  iu  this 
declamtioo,  yet  unquestioDably  the  French  had 
manj  partizans  in  a  country  which  they  had  so  long 
possessed.  The  gaining  of  the  battle  of  LIgny  had 
no  marked  results,  still  less  had  the  indecisive  ac- 
tion at  Quatre-Bras  ;  but  had  these  been  followed 
by  the  retreat  of  the  English  army  to  Antwerps 
and  the  capture  of  Brussels,  the  capital  city  of  the 
Netherlands^  they  would  then  have  attained  the 
rank  of  great  and  decisive  victorieis, 

Napoleon,  indeed^  pretended  to  look  to  still  more 
triumphant  results  from  such  a  victory,  and  to  ex- 
pect nothing  less  than  the  dissolution  of  the  Euro- 
pean Alliance  as  the  reward  of  a  decided  defeat  of 
the  English  in  Belgium.  So  long  as  it  was  not  meti^ 
tioned  by  what  means  this  was  to  be  accomplish- 
ed ^  those  who  had  no  less  confidence  in  Napoleon's 
intrigues  than  his  military  talents^must  have  suppos. 
ed  that  he  had  already  in  preparation  among  the  fo- 
reign powers  some  deep  scheme,  tending  to  sap  the 
foimdation  of  their  alliance,  and  ready  to  be  carried 
into  action  when  he  should  attain  a  certain  point  of 
success.  But  when  it  is  explained  that  these  exten- 
sive expectations  rested  on  Napoleon's  belief  that 
a  single  defeat  of  the  Buke  of  Wellington  would 
occasion  a  total  change  of  government  in  England  ; 
that  the  statesmen  of  the  Opposition  would  enter  into 
office  as  a  thing  of  course,  ajid  instantly  conclude  a 
peace  with  him  j  aad  that  the  coalition,  thus  deprl- 
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red  of  sabtidies,  Hiiist  therefore  mstaiktfjr  witBdiHw 
Ike  armies  whieb  were  toacking  the  French  fnmtiev 
oa  its  whole  northern  and  eastern  line,— ^Napoleon's 
extrayagant  specalations  can  only  serve  to  show  how 
rery  little  he  mast  have  known  of  the  English  na- 
tiott^  with  whick  he  had  been  fightiikg  so  long.  The 
war  with  France  had  been  prosecuted  more  than 
twenty  years,  and  though  many  of  these  were  year» 
of  bad  success  and  defeat,  the  nation  had  persevered 
in  a  resistance  whidi  terminated  at  last  in  complete 
triomph.  The  national  opinion  of  the  great  General 
who  led  the  British  troops,  was  too  strongly  rooted 
to  give  way  upM»a  single  misfortane;  and  the  event 
of  the  campaign  of  1914,  in  which  Napoleon,  re- 
peatedly victorious,  was  at  length  totally  defeated 
and  dethroned,  would  have  encouraged  a  more  fickle 
people  than  the  Engli^  to  continue  the  war  notwith- 
standing a  single  defeat,  if  such  an  event  had  ob- 
happily  occurred.     The  Duke  had  the  almost  im- 
pregnable fortress  and  sea-port  of  Antwerp  in  his 
rear,and  might  have  waited  there  the  reinforcements 
from  America.  Bloeher  had  often  shown  how  little 
he  was  disheartened  by  defeat ;  at  worst,  he  would 
have  iUlen  back  on  a  Russian  army  of  800,000  men, 
who  were  advancing  on  the  Rhine.     The  hopes, 
therefore,  that  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  if  gained  by 
the  French,  would  have  finished  the  war,  must  be 
abandoned  as  visionary,  whether  we  regard  the  firm 
and  manly  character  of  the  great  personage  at  the 
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head  of  the  BrJtis.h  mouarthy,  the  state  of  parties 
in  the  Hoose  of  Commons,  where  many  distinguish- 
ed members  of  the  Opposition  had  joined  the  mini- 
5try  on  the  question  of  the  vvar,  or  the  general  feel- 
ing of  the  country,  who  saw  with  resentment  the 
new  irruption  of  Napoleon.  It  cannot,  howeverj  be 
denied,  that  any  success  gained  by  Napoleon  in 
this  tirtit  campaign,  w<iuld  have  greatly  added  to 
his  infloence  both  in  France  and  other  countries, 
and  might  have  endangered  the  possession  of  Flan- 
ders, The  Dnke  of  Wellington  resolved,  there- 
fore, to  protect  Brussels,  if  possible,  even  by  the 
risk  of  a  general  action. 

By  the  march  from  Quatre-Bras  to  Waterloo, 
the  Duke  had  restored  liis  communication  with 
Jilucher,  which  had  been  dislocated  by  the  retreat 
of  the  Prussians  to  Wavre.  When  established  thercj 
Blucher  was  once  more  upon  the  same  line  with  the 
British,  the  distance  between  the  Prussian  right 
flank,  and  the  Britiiih  left,  being  about  five  leagues^ 
or  five  leagues  and  a  half.  The  ground  which  lay 
between  the  two  extreme  points,  called  the  heights 
of  St  Lambert,  was  exceedingly  rugged  and  wood- 
ed ;  and  the  cro^s- roads  which  traver?jed  it,  form- 
ing the  sole  means  ^f  communication  bctiveen  the 
English  and  Prussians,  were  dreadfully  brok&u  np 
by  the  late  tempestuous  weather. 

The  Duke  dispatched  intelligence  of  hi^  po^itloA 
in  front  of  Waterloo  to  Prince  Blucher,  acquainting 


d  by  Google 


480  i.in  OF 

bim  ftt  the  Mine  tune  with  hbretolation  to  giyeNa- 
pcdeoQ  the  battle  which  he  seemed  to  desire,  ^x>vi. 
dii^  the  Prince  woaldafibrd  himthe  support  of  two 
divisions  of  the  Prussian  army.  The  answer  was 
w<Hthy  ol  the  indefatigable  and  indomitable  old 
man,  who  was  neyer  so  nuich  disconcerted  by  de- 
fisat  as  to  prevent  his  being  willing  and  ready  for 
combat  on  the  sncceedii^  day.  He  sent  for  vejly, 
that  he  would  move  to  the  Duke  of  WeUington^a 
support,  not  with  two  divisions  only,  bat  with  his 
whde  army ;  and  that  he  asked  no  time  to  prepare 
for  the  movement,  longer  than  was  necessary  to  sup* 
ply  food  and  serve  out  cartridges  to  Us  ooldiers. 

It  was  three  o^clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  17th, 
when  the  British  came  on  the  field,  and  took  up  their 
bivouac  for  the  night  in  the  order  of  battle  in  whicli 
they  were  to  fight  the  next  day.  It  was  much  later 
before  Napoleon  reached  the  heights  of  Belle  AUi^ 
ance  in  person,  and  his  army  did  not  come  up  in 
full  force  till  the  morning  of  the  18th.  Great  part 
of  the  French  had  passed  the  night  in  the  little  viU 
lage  of  Genappe,  and  Napoleon^s  own  quarters  had 
been  at  the  farm-house  called  Caillou,  about  a  mile 
in  the  rear  of  La  Belle  AXIisaice.  » 

In  the  morning,  when  N apoleim  bad  formed  his 
line  of  battle,  his  brother  Jerome,  to  whom  he  ascri- 
bed the  possession  of  very  considerable  military  ta- 
lents, commanded  on  the  left— Counts  Reille  and 
D'Erlon  the  centre-4ind  Count  liobau  on  the  right. 


d  by  Google 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE.  491 

Mareschals  Soult  and  N^y  acted  as  lieutenant^ette- 
rids  to  the  Emperor.     The  Frefnch  force  on  the  £eld 
consisted  probably  of  about  ^5^000  men.  The  £ng«. 
lish  army  did  nfot  exceed  that  number;  at  the  highest 
Computation.      Eath  army  was  commanded^  by  the 
Chief,  under  if^hom  they  had  offered  to  defy  the  world. 
So  far  the  forces  were  equal.      But  the  French  had 
the  very  great  advantage  of  bring  truned  and  expe- 
rienced  sbldiers  of  the  same  nation,  whereas. the  Eng- 
lish, itf  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  army,  did  not  ex- 
eefed  355OOO ;  and  ^though  the  German  Legion  wwe 
veteran  troops,  the  other  soldiers  under  his  command 
w^re  those  of  the  German  contingents,  lately  levied, 
unaccustomed  i&  act  together,  and  in  some  instances 
^lUspi^Cted  to  be  lukewarm  to  the  cause  in  which  they 
^$ete  engaged ;  so  that  it  would  have  been  imprudcait. 
to  trust  more  to  their  assistance  and  co-operations 
than  could  possibly  be  avoided.      In  Buonaparte's  ^ 
mode  of  calculating,   allowing  one  Frenchmen  to 
sta»id  as  equal  to  one  Knglishman,  and  one  English- 
mwx  or  Frenchman  against  two  of  any  other  nation, 
the  inequality  of  force  on  the  Duke  of  Wellington's 
side  was  very  conidide)fable« 

The  British  army  thus  composed,  was  divided  into 
two  lines-  The  right  of  the  first  line  consisted  of  the^ 
second  and  fourth  English  divi8u>n6,  the  third  and 
sii|th  Hanotertans,  and  the  first  corps  of  Belgians^ 
mder  Lord  Hill.  ,  The  centre  was  composed  of  the 
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corps  of  tbe  Pfince  of  Chrange,  nith  the  BnnuBwickers 
and  troops  iji  Nawm,  having  the  Guards,  under  Ge- 
neral Cooke^  on  the  right,  and  the  diyisi<m  of  Gene- 
ral Alton  on.  the  left.     The  left  wii^  consisted  of  the 
dtTisions  of  Ficton,  Lambert,  and  Kempt.     The  se- 
cond line  was  in  most  instances  formed  of  the  troops 
deemed  least  worthy  of  confidence,  or  which  had  suf- 
fered too  severely  in  the  action  of  the  16th  to  be 
again  eaqposed  imtil  ntremity.  It  was.placed  behind 
the  declivity  of  the  heights  to  the  rear,  in  order  to 
•be  sheltered  firom  the  cannonade,  but  sustained  mudi 
loss  from  shells  during  the  action.  The  cavalry  wece 
stationed  in  the  rear,  distributed  all  along  the  line, 
but  chiefly  posted  on  the  left  of  the  centre,  to  the  east 
<tf  the  Chaderoi  causewny.     The  fiurm-house  of  L« 
Haye  Sainte,  in  the  front  of  the  centre,  was  garrison- 
^  but  there  was  not  time  to  prepare  it  efiPectuaUy  for 
defence*  The  villa,  gardens,  and  farm-yard  of  Hour 
gomont,  formed  a  strong  advanced  post  towards  the 
centre  d£  the  right.  The  whole  Britbh  positi<m  forav 
ed  a  sort  of  curve,  the  centre  of  whidi  was  jsearest 
to  the  enemy,  and  the  extremities,  p^cularly  on 
'  their  right,  drawn  considj^taUy  backward. 

The  plansof  these  two  great  generals  w€xe  extreme- 
ly m^.  The  object  of  the  Duke  ^  Wellington 
was  to  maintain  his  line  of  defenoe,  until  the  Frus- 
fflians  coming^up,  should  give  him  a  di^:idod  supe- 
riorky  of  fefcoe.      They  were  expec^ted  idHWt  eleven 


d  by  Google 


NAPOLEON  «t/O^APA^TE.  4^ 

or  twelve  o'clock;  but  Hke  ifektrdme  badhess  df  ^he 
roads,  owing  to  the  yidletice  df  th^  itai^,  ddtaiheQ 
tiiem  several  hours  later. 

.  Napoleon^s  scheme  irits  equally  pUih  and  dMSed. 
He  tm^ted,  by  his  usual  rapiitBty  6lfltttaek,  tojb^rtiiak 
and  destroy  the  Bitish  army  bdbre  tbe  PnissiiEitis 
should  arrive  in  tlie  :field ;  lifted  ivliidt,  h6  calctihitSed 
to  have  uln  opportunity  df  destroying  the  IVussians, 
by  attacking  them  on  their  tnardiih^rough  ihebVdk^ 
ground  interposed  betwixt  tfaeitt  ahd  l!h6(BH<Hsh.  Hl 
ifaetrb  expectations  he  was  the  tnore  cottfider^,  '&m 
he  believed  Grouchy^s  ibrce>  dcitached  on  ^  TJ9k 
iu  pursuit  df'Bhtcher,  was  sufficient  iio  retM^/lf  ndi 
altogether  to  cb^,  the  raafrch  dffhe  FntteiaHl^.  hU 
grounds  for  entertaining  this  latter  orient,  i^^e^'iA 
we  shall  afterwards  show,  too  'hastily  adopted^ 

Commencing  the  action  iaccdrBing  to  his  u^ual^fi^jr'si 
tem,  Napoleon  kept  his  Ouard  in  rese^ib,  in  tiMbr 
to  take  opportunity  of  charging  with  them,  When  te- 
peated  attacks  of  column  after  cdumti,  tod  faquadrbn 
after  squadron,  should  induce  his  wt^ed  enemy  to 
show  some  syinptotns  xif  irtekdhtfioi^.  ^  ifip^ 
teotfs  movements  were  ilot  Very  ra^nd.  Wk  <*d^ 
h^  suffered  by  the  storm  ^en  liibre  thiein  itUb  Bngi 
lifiih,  who  were  in  bivouac  sft  thteb  in  the  aftettiodt 
of  the  I7th  JuUe ;  while  the  Ftenbh  ^eH  tflffl  tendd^ 
ntiarch,  and  cotdd  not  get  'mti  Bixibn  ih^hH^V^^ 
La  Belle  Amance  uUtil  ten  or  eU^n  o'doA  dT  itut 
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18di.  The  Snglisfi  army  had  thus  some  leUure  ta 
take  food,  and  to  prepare  their  arms  before  the  action  f 
and  Napoleon  lost  several  hours  ere  he  could  com- 
mence the  attack.  Time  was,  indeed,  inestimably 
precious  for  both  parties,  and  hours,  nay,  minutes, 
were  of  importance.  But  c^  this  Napoleon  was  less 
aware  than  was  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

The  tempest,  which  had  raged  with  tropical  vio- 
lence all  night,  abated  in  the  morning ;  but  the  wea- 
ther ccratimied  gusty  and  stormy  durii^g  the  whole 
day.  Betwixt  eleven  and  twelve,  before  noon,  on  the 
memorable  18th  June^  this  dreadful  and  decisive 
action  commenced,  with  a  cannonade  on  the  part  of 
the  Ftench,  instantly  followed  by  an  attack,  com- 
manded by  Jerome,  on  the  advanced  post  of  Hou- 
gomont.  The  troops  of  Nassau,  which  occupied  the 
wood  around  the  chateau,  were  driven  out  by  the 
French,  but  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  assailants  were 
unable  to  force  the  house,  garden,  and  farm- offices, 
which  a  party  of  the  Guards  sustained  with  the  most 
dauntless  resolution.  The  French  redoubled  their 
eflPorts,  and  precipitated  themselves  in  numbers  on 
the  exterior  hedge,  which  screens  the  garden  wall, 
not  perhaps  aware  of  the  internal  defence  afforded  by 
the  latter.  They  fell  in  great  numbers  on  this  point 
by  the  fire  of  the  defenders,  to  which  they  were  ex- 
posed in  every  direction.  The  number  of  their 
troops,  however,  enabled  them,  by  possession  of  the 
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yrood,  to  mask  Hougomont  for  a  time^  and  to  push 
on- with  their  caFahry  and  artillery  agidnst  the  Bri-" 
tish  right,  which  formed  in  squares  to  receive  them. 
The  fire  was  incessant,  but  without  apparent  advan- 
tage on  either  side.  The  attack  was  at  length  repell- 
ed so  far,  that  the  British  again  opened  their  com- 
mimication  with  Hougomont,  and  that  important 
garrison  was  reinforced  by  Colonel  Hepburn  and  a 
body  of  the  Guards. 

Meantime,  the  fire  of  artillery  having  become  ge- 
neral along  the  line,  the  force  of  the  French  attack 
was  transferred  to  the -British  centre.  It  was  made 
with  the  most  desperate  fury,  and  received  with  the 
most  stubborn  resolution.  The  assault  was  here  made 
upon  the  farm-house  of  Saint  Jean  by  four  columns 
.  of' infantry,  and  a  large  mass  of  cuirassiers,  who  took 
the  advance.  The  cuirassiers  came  with  the  utmost 
intrepidity  along  the  Genappe  causeway,  where  they 
were  encountered  and  charged  by  the  English  heavy 
cavalry ;  and  a  combat  was  maintained  at  the  swordV 
pbint,  tUl  the  French  were  driven  back  on  their  own 
position,  where  they  were  protected  by  their  artillery. 
The  four  columns  of  French  infantry,  engaged  in  the 
«ame  attack,  forced  their  way  forward  beyond  the 
farm  of  La  Haye  Sainte,  and,  dispersing  a  Belgian 
regiment,  were  in  the  act  of  establishing  themselves 
in  the  centre  of  the  British  position,  when  they  were 
attacked  by  the  brigade  of  General  Pack,  brought  up 
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^nop  the  i|^|Coiid  line  hyG^nefpl  Pict^i,  while,  a(  the 
saoie  txpe,  a  fanjpdeof  Britidi  hei^vy  cavalry  wheA- 
edJDOjoiid  their  oiraiii£^^try,  and  attacked  the  French 
du|i;gi]ig  cQlonms  in  flank»  at  the  moment  when  thej^ 
wfQ^  checked  fby  the  fiigepf  the  wisketry.  The  remits, 
wjBpe  decif^ve.  The  Fren^  columna  were  brokw 
wi^.  grefif  s^ughter,  ai^d  two  eagles^^^ith  more  than 
2K)0pmen»5$aiem9dpprifcq^frf^  The  letter, wfire  sent, 
instantly  off  for  Brussels. 

The  British  :C9va}ry^  jhowcver*  followed  their  «cic- 
cfBss  tooffar*  Tl^y|{ptinvplvcd««wngfttheFjwch 
i^ff^njtry^  jspd  sQjw,.h<>?ftl^  p^vajry^whi^h;  were  de-* 
tfifhedto  sjrppwt  tbgn^,,apd  were  obligfid  t^xedr^ 
w^^  cpni^nih}^  loss.  In  this  p^rt  of  the  aptiKK^, 
th9 gallant  General. Piptpn*  so  distil^uished /orenr! 
terijpisf  ai^.  hrftyeiy, . met.his  ^^th^.as  did ^Generid 
IPopspphyi  who,  (^mxpand^d  the  c^^rahy. 

Ahpuj^thi^^ period  the. French  madp  th«n^elve» 
m^tcar^f  ^  the  faifn>  jof  I49  Hayp^  Smti^  ^cuUsing.tp 
pieces  about, two  hiw/^ed  Hanoverian ^shA^hpoters, 
bjT  wbom^it  wacfinpstg^dlantly  defended..  The  Fr^ipb 
rpj;^ed  this^  ii^pst  f(pir  some  time?  tilAthey  weit?  »^;1^1i 
dif^ ven|  put, .  of  it ,  by,  shells. 

Shortly ^afterthis,event>  the  SQ^ne  of  cfinfliqt  ag^n 
shfflj^  tc^  the:r|gfrt>  fhpye  ag^n^aJi  Attack^pf  Fren^ 
cavalry  w^s  19^  on ,  the ;  sqijL^p^  chiefly  tawa^ 
the  cen<|^e  of  the  British  rigjitj  orrbe^ween  th^t  «»d 
the  causeway.     They  cam^^  up  with  th^  rxmt  ^^W\r 
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leas  retelttlion,  in  despite  of  the  oontiiiiied  fire<of 
thbty  pickles  of  artilfery^  pUoed  in  front  of  the  line, 
and  conqpelled  the  arttUerymen:,  by  whcnn  they  Were- 
served,  to  retreat  within  the  squares.  The^iemy  had^ 
no  means,  however,  to  secure  the  guns,  or  even^to 
spike  them,  and  at  erery  favourable  nu>ment  the  Bfd^ 
tish' artillerymen  sallied  fnjm  their  place  of  refiige, 
agidn  manned  their  ^eoes,  and-fired  on  tlie  lassailants^ 
-^a  manoeuYre  which  seems  peculiar  to  the  British 
service.*  The  cuirassiers,  however,  continued  their 
dread&d  onset,-  and  rode  up  to  the  squfures  in  the 
fjiU  confid^Me,  apparently,  of  sweeping  them  before 
the  impetuosity  of  their  charge.  Their  onset  and  re- 
ception was  like  a  furious  ocean  pourii^  itself  agftinst 
a  chain  of  insulated  rocks.  The  British  squares  stood 
unmoved,  and  never  gave  fire  until  the  cavalry  were 
within  ten  yards,  when  men  rolled  one  way,  horses 
gallopped  another,  and  the  cuirassiers  were  in  every 
instance  driven  back* 

The  French  authors  have  pretended,  that  squares 
were  broken,  and  colours  taken ;  but  this  assertion. 


*  Baron  Muffling,  speaking  ci  this  peculiarity,  says,— '^  The 
Rngtish  artillery  have  a  rule  not  to  remoy0  their  gwoMy  when  at- 
tacked by  cavalry  in  a  defensive  position.  The  field  pieces  are 
worked  till  the  last  moment,  and  the  men  then  throw  themselves 
into  the  neanst  square,  bearing  off  the  impionents  they  use  for  ser- 
ving the  guns.  If  Uie  attack  is  repulsed)  the  artillerymen  hurry  back 
to  their  pieces,  to  fire  on  the  retreating  enemy.  This  is  an  ex- 
tram^  iaudable  pnustice,  if  the  infantry  be  properiy  arranged  to 
correspond  with  it." 
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Upon  die  muted  tettiiiiony  of  erery  Britbh  oikcr  pi^. 
sent,  is  a  posidye  untruth.     This  was  not,  howercr, 
tiK  fiutlt  0f  tbe  cuirAssiera,  who  di^Iayed  an  ahnost 
frantic  valour.     They  ralUed  again  and  again,  and 
returned  to  the   onset,    till   the  Britidi  ooold  r^ 
cognise  even  the  ^Mies  of  indiriduab  among  thdr 
asemies.     Some  lode  close  up  to  the  bayonets,  fired 
their  pislds,  and  cut  with  dieir  swords  widi  nedc- 
less  and  useless  Tidour.     Some  stood  at  gaae,  and 
were  destroyed  by  the  musketry  andartiNery.  Some 
squadrons,  piissing  through  the  intervab  of  the  first 
Une,  diargedthe  squares  of  Belgians  posted  diere, 
with  as  little  sucoess     At  length  the  cuirassiers  suf- 
fered so  severely  on  every  hand,  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  Attempt,  which  they  had  made 
with  such  intrepid  and  desperate  course*    In  this 
unheard-of  struggle,  the  greater  part  of  the  French 
heavy  cavalry  were  absolutely  destroyed.     Buona- 
parte hints  at  it  in  his  bulletin  as  an  attempt  made 
without  orders,  and  continued  only  by  the  desperate 
courage  of  the  soldiers  and  their  officers.     It  is  cer"" 
tain,  that  in  the  destruction  of  this  noUe  body  of 
cuirassiers,  he  lost  the  corps  which  might  have  been 
most  effectual  in  covering  his  retreat.  After  the  Inro- 
ken  remains  of  this  fine  cavalry  were  drawn  off,  the 
French  confined  themselves  for  a  time  to  a  heavy 
cannonade,  from  which  the  British  sheltered  them- 
selves in  part  by  lying  down  on  the  ground,  while 
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tke  &aemy  prepared  for  an  attack  on  another  qaar- 
ter^  and  to  be  oondocted  in  a  different  manner. 

It  Iras  now  about  six  oVlock, anddurii^  diis  Icfng 
aoccession  of  the  most  fiuions  attacks^  die  Freneh 
had  gained  no  success  save  occupying  for  a  tiaoe 
the  wood  around  Hugomont,  fiom  whidi  they  had 
been  expelled^and  the  £urm  house  of  La  Haye  Sainte, 
which  bad  bean  also  raeaveoed.  The  Britidi,  on  die 
other  hand,  had  suffered  Tery  se^erely^  but  had  not 
lost  one  inieh  of  *ground9  save  die  two  poets  now  re- 
j^uned.  Ten  thousand  men  were,  howerer,  killed 
and  wounded;  some  of  the  fcureign  regiments  had^ 
given  way,  diough  odiers  had  shown  the  most  des^ 
perate  valour.  And  the  ranks  were  thinned  both  by 
die  actual  fugitives,  and  by  the  absence  of  indsvi- 
duals,  who  left  the  bloody  field  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  off  the  wounded,  and  some  of  whom  migfat 
naturally  be  in  no  hurry  to  return  to  so  &Aal  a 
scene. 

£ut  the  French,  besides  losing  about  15,000  m^, 
^ether  with  a  column  of  prisoners  more  than  2000 
in  number,  began  now  to  be  disturbed  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Prussians  on  their  right  flank ;  and  iim 
secret  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  disclosing  it- 
self by  its  consequences.  Blucher,  faithful  to  Vk 
engi^anent,  had,  early  in  the  morning,  put  in 
motion  Bulow's  division,  which  had  not  been  en- 
gaged at  Ligny,  to  communicate  with  the  Ei^lbh 
fivmy,  and  opente  a  diversion  on  tl^  right  flank  an^ 
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of  Ihfr  Btmtlu  But  $hbaaf^  dMve  wtre  only 
iboQt.twdhre  or  fourteea  miles  between  Wavie  and 
the  field  of  Wetedoo,  yet  the  muBck  mm,  byuuir. 
Tuidabfe  cjmiwmncei,  modi  dehqred.  The  rjtg^ 
gcd  &ee  of  the  coimtry,  together  with  die.stata<>fi 
dM  loodi,  so  often  xefeiied  to>  offered  ^  moet^  se*- 
riouft  obstadet  to  thepngsees  of  the  Fnmani^  em^ 
pcioudly  ae  they  moved  widi  an  nnnendly  htgetrain 
of  ictilleij.  A  five,  aleo,  whidi  faiobe  outiiL.WaYie> 
onthemomngof  the  18th,  pieventifld  Bubw^g  coipa 
ftcmi  marchiBg  through  that  tovB,  and  obliged  them 
IQ  punoe  a  dscuitons  and  inconTenient  loote.  Af*^ 
ter  tra¥»8ing,  with  great  diffieoUy,  the  eroes-ioada 
by  Chapelle  Lambert,  Bulow,  with  the  4th  Pna- 
sian  corps,  who  had  been  expected  by  die  Duke  of 
Wellington  dbont  11  o^dock,  announced  his  arriral 
fay  a  distant  ftre,  abont  half*past  four.  The  first 
Pniasian  corps,  fi>llowing  the  same  route  widi  Bnu 
low,  was  yet  later  in  coming  up.  The  second  din* 
sion  nude  a  lateral  movement  in  the  sasK  dhrec- 
tkm  as, die  fourth  and  first,  but  by  the. hamlet  of 
Ohain,  nearer  to  the  English  flaalu  The  Emperev 
inatandy  opposed  to  Bulow,  who  appeared  long  be^^ 
fore  die  others^  thr6th.French  corps^ which  he  had 
bcpt  in  resenrefw  diat  service  ^  aad,as  only  the  ad* 
vanced  guaidiwas  come  np,  they  succeeded  in  keep* 
ing  the Prasflians  in  check  for  the nuMnent^  Thefirst 
aad  >seoond  Brussian  corps  appeared  cm  the  field  still 
4aterHthanlhetfoMPtb.  Tho  third  c(»po  had  ipotthenit^ 
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sdve^  m  npotioii  t^.  &U0W  iu.tlie  aim^,  dmctiao^ 
wbexf  ^j  were  fiuioual^r,  atta4^ed  by^  the  Fr^ch  ^ 
uQifkr  Mmrescliftl  GxauGby>  wbojt.  «(s^  ilretijly.sUted^) 
wM.deUebed  to  engage  tb«  atltentiQaaf  Bluf^it 
wl^iOBe  whole  force  he  believed  bet  had;  before, him. 

Instead x>f  beiiigjsvurpiEiaedy  a«,an  jQcdinasgrpg^e- 
ral might hayebeen^  with  thiA;attack upon hisreart 
Bhu^ber  contented  himself  with  sendpgbaick:  pifders. 
to  Thiebnan  who  commanded  the  third  cpi^^.to 
defend  himself  as  well  as  he  could  upon  the  line  of 
dite  Dyle.  In  the  mean  time^  without  weakening  fl^ 
army  under  his  own  command}  by  detaching  aiq^r 
partofittto  support  Thielmau/, the  veteran  rather 
hastened  than  suspended  his  march  towards  the  field 
of  battle,  where,  he  was  aware  that  the  war  was  likely^ 
to  be  decided  ijii  a  manner  so  complete,  as  would 
leave  victory  or  defeat  on  every  other  point  a  matter 
of  subordinate  consideration. 

At  half-past  six,  or  thereabouts,  the  second  gjrand 
division  of  the  Prussian  army  began  to  enter  into 
communication  with  the  JBritish  left,  by  the,  village  of 
Ohain,  while  Bulow  pressed  forward  from  Chapelle 
Lambert  on  the  French  right  and  rear,,  by^  a  l]f>Ilow 
or  valley  called  Frischemont*  It  became  now  evi- 
dent that  the  I^russians  were  to  enter  seriously  into 
the  battle,  and  with  gi^eat.force.  Napoleon  had  stiU 
the  means  of  opposing  them,  and  of  achieving  a  x^- 
treat,  at  the  certainty^  however,  of  being  ^  attacked 
upon  the  ensuing  day  by  the  combined  armies  of  Bri- 
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tain  and  Pruttis.  His  celebrated  Guard  liadn€ft7et 
'taken  any  part  'in  the  conflict,  tmd  would  now  bare 
been  capable  of  aibrding  him  protection  after  a  bat- 
!  de  which,  hitherto,  he  had  "Ibught  at  disadrantage, 
but  without  being  defeated.  But  the  circumstances 
l^  which  he  was  surrounded. must  have  pressed  on^ 
his  mind  at  once.  He  bad  no  succours  to  look  for ; 
a  re-union  with  Grouchy  was  ihe  only  resource  which 
could  strengthen  his  forces ;  the  Russians  were  ad- 
vancing upon  the  Rhine  with  forced  marches;  the 
Republicans  at  Paris  were  agitating  schemes  against 
his  authority.  It  seemed  as  if  all  must  be  decided 
on  that  day,  and  on  that  field.  Surrounded  by  these 
ill-omened  circumstances,  a  desperate  effort  for  vic- 
tory, ere  the  Prussians  could  act  effectually,  might 
perhaps  yet  drive  the  English  from  their  position  ; 
and  he  determined  to  venture  on  this  daring  experi- 
ment. 

About  seven  o'clock,  Napoleon'^s  Guard  were  form- 
ed^ in  two  columns,  under  his  own  eye, near  the  bottom 
of  the  cleclivity  of  La  Belle  Alliance.  They  were  put 
tinder  command  of  the  dauntless  Ney.  Buonaparte 
told  the  soldiers,  and,  indeed,  imposed  the  same  fic- 
tion on  their  commander,  that  the  Prussians  whom 
they  saw  on  the  right  were  retreating  before  Grouchy, 
Perhaps  he  might  himself  believe  that  this  was  true. 
The  Guard  answered,  for  the  last  time,  with  shouts 
ot  Vive  FEntpereur,  and  moved  resolutely  forward, 
paving,  for  their  support,  four  battalions  of  the  Old 
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Guard  in  re^rVe,  whor  stood  prepared  to  protect  ilbe 
adtance  of  thek  comrades.  A  gradual  change  had 
.  wen  place  in  the  Ei^lish  line  of  battle,  in  conae^ 
quence  of  the  repeated  r^ube  of  the  Frenchr  Ad- 
vandng  by  slow  degrees,  the  ri^t^  which,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  conflict^  preisented  a  s^ment  of  a 
convex  circle,  now  resembled  one  that  was  cotr- 
cate,  the  extreme  right,  whidi  had  been  dirown 
back,  being  now  rather  brought  forward,  so  that  thdr 
fire  both  of  artillery  and  infimtry  fell  upon  the  flanL 
oi  the  French^'who  had  also  to  sustain  that  which  was 
pouted  on  their  firont  from  the  heights.  The  Bri- 
ti^  were  arranged  in  a  line  of  four  meh  deep,  to  meet 
the  advandng  columns  of  the  French  Guaid,  axiA 
poured  upon  them  a  storm  of  musketry  which  never 
coasted  an  instant.  The  soldiers  fired  independently, 
as  it  is  called;  each  man  loading  and  discharging  his 
piece  as  fkst  as  he  could.  At  length  the  Britrsh 
moved  forward,  as  if  to  close  round  the  heads  of 
the  ocJumns,  and  at  the  same  time  continded  to  pout 
thehr  shot  upon  the  enemy's  flanks.  The  Freiicjli 
gallantly  attempted  to  deploy,  for  the  purpose  of  re^ 
tumixlg  the  discharge.  But  in  their  effort  to  do  so,  un-« 
der  so  dreadful  a  fire,  they  stopt,  staggered^  became 
disordered,  were  blended  into  one  mass,  ilnd  at  length 
gave  way,  retiring,  or  rather  flyings  in  the  utmost  con- 
fiimon.  This  was  the  last  effort  of  the  enemy,  and 
Napoleon  gave  orders  for  the  retreat;  to  protect 
which,  he  had  now  no  troops  left,  save  the  last  four 
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battalions  of  ttie  Old  Guard,  wMdi  had  been  sta- 
tioned in  the  rear  of  the  atttfeldng  <»ltanna.    Theae 
ittew  diemselyes  into  aqoarea,  Hod  itoed  fitm.    Bm 
at  this  moment  the  Ddce  of  W^ingfCon  commatnitd 
die  whole  British  line  to  adraaDe,^i;bat  whatever 
the  bravery  and  skill  of  theaer  gtflant  ftetBWmf 
ihey  also  were  thrown  into  disotdet,  and  firweptawi^ 
in  the  genend  lont^  in  Bpt^af  Ae  rfbrts  cfHey, 
who,  having  had  his  Wse  killed,^  fou^t  s^i^  in 
hand,  and  m  feot,  in  the  front  nf  the  battle^  till  life 
▼ery  last.     That  Mareachal,  whoae  ndUlaqr  wtms 
at  least  ^snnet  be  diaBenged,  bore  petsonai  -evidsnce 
agafaii^  two  dvownstanees,  iwdDBttbosfy  dronlsled 
Irjr  diafiiends  of  Napoleon.     One  of  iinae  tetisAB 
occurs  in  his  own  bolleCin,  which  dnrges  the  bss  of 
the  battle  to  a  panic  ftar,  brought  abiot  by  tbetiKsa^ 
ijkeaty  of  some  unknown  persons,  who  rataed  the  cry 
of  *^  SaW)€  qwi  peuL^^     Another  fipsent^  l^reedily 
oredited^t  E^uM,  bore,  Ibat  the  fonr  batftriranB  of  Q^ 
Qonrds,  the  last  who  mamtaiaied  ^  semUance  of 
efder,  answereda  sranmonsto  sumesider,  by  the  inag« 
nammoos  rqdy,  ^'  The  Guard  can  die^  but  oamiot 
yidd."^  And  one  editioDof  the  stinry  addi#  that  th«re^ 
ttpcm  tlie  botlalimiB  made  a  half  wlied  iniMii!iU>  and 
discharged  their  mmkets  into  eadi  odieas  bosoms,  to 
save  tibemsdves  &om  dying  by  die  h&ads  of  the 
Engli«h.    Neith^  the  ongindrcfdy^  nor  the  pre- 
tended sdf-saerifice  of  the  Guards  hwiFe  tW.  light- 
est foundaticai.      Camfarone,  in  whoae  motith  the 
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speedi  was  placed,  gave  np  his  own  inrord^  and  re- 
maned prisoner;  and  the  military  C(nidu0t<of -tka 
French  Guard  is  better  eulo^sed  by  the  innfispttted 
truth,  that  they  fought  to  extipemity,  with  tlie  worsl 
unyielding  constancy,  than  fay  iiapiidng  to  them  aoa 
act  of  regimental  i^dde  iqfjen  the  lost  fidd  of  botde. 
Eyery  attribute  of  braye  men  they  haye  a  just  riglrt 
to  claim.  It  is  no  compliment  to  ascribe  to  them 
that  of  madmen.  Whether  the  words  were  used  by 
Cambrone  or  no,  the  Guard  weH  deserved  to  have 
'  them  inscribed  on  their  monument. 

Whilst  this  decisive  movement  took  place,  Bubw, 
who  had  concentrated  his  troops,  and  was  at  length 
qualified  to  act  in  force,  carried  the  vffiage  of  Plan* 
chenoit  in  the  French  rear,  and  was  now  firing  «o 
close  on  their  right  wing,  that  the  cannonade  «nnoy«d 
the  British  who  were  in  pursuit,  and  was  sui^iended 
in  consequence.  Moving  in  oblique  lines,  the  Bri* 
tish  and  Prussian  armies  came  into  contact  with  each 
other  on  die  heightii  so  lat^  occufned  by  the  French, 
and  celebrated  the  victory  with  loud  shouts  dP  rni^ 
tual  congratulation. 

The  French  mmy  was  now  in  total  and  incKtri- 
cable  'confusion  and  rout ;  and  when  the  victorious 
generals  met  at  the  farm-house  of  La  Belle  AIManoe, 
it  was  agreed  that  the  Prussians,  wlio  were  firesh  m 
comparison,  should  follow  up  the  chase,  a  duty  for 
which  the  British,  exhausted  by  the  fatigues  of  a 
battle  of  eight  hours,  were  totally  inadequate. 
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Daring  tiK  whole  ac^n.  Napoleon  maintained 
l&e  utmost  serenity.     He  remabed  on  the  heights 
of  La  Belle  Alliance,  keeping  pretty  netfr  the  centre, 
fimn  whidi  he  bad  a  fiill  view  of  the  field,  which 
does  not  exceed  a  mile  ao^  a  half  in  leiqjth.     He 
ei^pressed  no  solicitade  oa  the  Ate  of  the  battle  for 
a  bng  time,  noticed  the  bebavioar  of  particular  re- 
giments, and  prused  the  English  sev^vl  times,  al- 
ways, however,  talking  of  them  as  an  assured  prey. 
When  f(Mrming  his  Guatd  for  the  last  fatal  effort, 
he  descended  near  them,  hidf  down  the  causeway 
ffKHn  La  ficUc  Alliuice,  to  bestow  upon  them  what 
proved  his  parting  exhortation.     He  watched  in- 
tently tkm  progress  with  a  spyglass,  and  refused  to 
list^i  to  one  or  two  aides-de-camp,  who  at  that  mo- 
fn^it  came  from  the  right  to  inform  him  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  Prussians.     At  length,  on  seeii^ 
the  attacking  columns  stagger  and  become  confused, 
his  countenance,  said  our  informer,  became  pale  as 
that  of  a  corpse,  and  muttering  to  himself  ^*  They 
are  ming^  together,"  he  said  to  his  attendants, 
"  All  is  lost  for  the  present,''  and  rode  off  the  fidd ; 
not  stopping  or  taking  refrediment  till  be  readed 
Charleroi^  where  he  paused  for  a  moment  in  a  mea- 
dow^ and  occnped  a  tent  which  had  been  pitched 
for  his  aoxNumodation.* 


*  Our  informer  on  these  points,  was  Lacoste,  a  Hemidi  peasant, 
who  was  eompeUed  to  act  as  Buonaparte^s  guide^  rematneil  with  him 
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'  Meantime  the  pursuit  of  his  discomfited  army  was 
followed  up  by  Blucher,  with  the  most  determined 
perseverance.  He  accelerated  the  march  of  the  Prus* 
sian  advanced-guard^  and  dispatched  every  man  and 
horse  of  his  cavalry  upon  the  pursuit  of  the  fugidve 
French.  At  Genappe  they  attempted  something 
like  defence,  by  barricading  the  bridge  and  streets ; 
but  the  Prussians  forced  th^m  in  a  moment,  and 
although  the  French  were  sufficiently  numerous  for 
resistance,  their  disorder  was  so  irremediable,  and 
their  moral  courage  was  so  absolutely  quelled  for  tke 
itioment,  that  in  many  cases  they  were  slaughtered 
like  sheep.  They  were  driven  from  bivouac  to  bi- 
vouac, without  exhiUtbg  even  the  shadow  of  their 
usual  courage.  One  hundred  and  fifly  guns  were  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  English,  and  a  like  number 
taken  by  the  Prussians  in  course  of  the  pursuit.  The 
latter  obtained  possession  also  of  all  Napoleon's  hag" 
gage,  and  of  his  carriage,  where,  amongst  many  ar« 
tides  of  curiosity,  was  found  a  proclamation  intend- 
ed to  be  made  public  at  Brussels  the  next  day. 

The  loss  on  the  British  side  during  this  dreadful 
battle,  was,  as  the  Duke  (^Wellington,  no  user  of  ex« 


during  the  whole  action,  and  aeoompanied  him  to  GharieroL  He 
teemed  a  shrewd  flemiUe  man  in  his  way,  and  told  his  story  with 
the  utmost  simplicity.  The  author  saw  him,  and  heard  his  narra- 
tiTe  rery  shortly  after  the  action. 
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«ggerttedeqyrciiiopi,tnJy  termed  it,  tiWJMg^  One 
famidred  officers  tl«iii,  five  hmiclred  wounded,  muy 
of  tbem  to  death,  fifteen  thousand  men.  killed  and 
woimded,  (independent  of  the  Prosdan  loss  at  Wa* 
▼re,)  threw  half  Britain  into  mourning.  Many  offi« 
oers  of  disti»cti<m  fdl.  It  reqiuredall  the  glory,  and 
all  the  solid  advantages,  of  this  immortal  day,  to  re- 
ooiKile  the  mind  to  the  high  price  at  which  it  was 
purdiased.  The  Commander-in-chief,  compelled  to 
be  on  every  pobt  of  danger,  was  rqieatedly  in  the 
greatest  jeopardy.  Only  the  Duke  himself,  and  one 
gentleman  of  his  numerous  stafiP,  escaped  unwound- 
ed  in  horse  and  person. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  form  a  guess  at  the  extait 
<tf  the  French  loss.  Besides  those  who  fdl  in  the 
battle  and  ffight,  great  numbers  deserted.  We  do 
not  believe,  that  of  75,000  men,  the  half  were  ev^ 
agaiii  collected  under  wsns. 

^  Having  finished  our  account  of  this  memorable 
action,  we  are  led  to  notice  the  communications  and, 
cri^isms  of  Napoleon  himself  on  the  subject,  partly 
as  illufl^tive  of  the  narrative,  but  much  more  as 
indicating  his  own  character. 

The  ac^tmt  of  thetatde  of  Waterioa,  dictated  by 
Napoleon  to  Gourgimdf  so  severely  exposed  by  .Gene- 
ral Grouchy  as  a  mere  military  romance,  AiU  of  gra- 
tuitous suppositions,  misrepresentations,  and  absolute 
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liilsehoods,   accuses  the  subordinate  generals  who 
jfbught  under  Buonaparte  of  having  greatly  d^^ne- 
rated  from  their  orginal  character.  Ney  and  Grouchy 
are  particularly  aimed  at ;  the  former  by  name^  the 
latter  by  obvious  implication.     It  is  said  they  had 
lost  that  energy  and  enterprisii^  genius  by  whicli 
diey  had  finrmerly  been  distinguished^  and.  to  which 
France  owed  her  triumphs.    They  had  become  timo^ 
rous  and  circumspect  in  all  thdbr  operations ;  and  al- 
though  their  personal  bravery  remains,  their  greats 
cbt  object  was  to  compromise  themselves  as  little  aa 
possible.    This  general  remark,  intended,  of  course, 
to  pave  the  way  for  transferring  firom  the  Emperor 
to  his  lieutenants  the  blame  of  the  miscarriage  of  the 
campaign,  is  both  unjust  and  ungrateful.     Had  they 
lost  energy,  who  struggled  to  the  very  last  in  the  field 
of  Waterioo,;long  afi^rthe  Emperor  had  lefk  thefield? 
Was  Grouchy  undecided  in  his  operations,  who 
brought  his  own  division  safe  to  Paris,  in  spite  of  all 
theobstades  opposed  to  him  by  avictoriousarmy,  three 
time&the  amount  ofbia  own  in  numbers?  Both  these 
officers  had  ^ven  up,  for  the  sake  of  Napoleon,  the 
rank  and  appointments  which  th^  m^ht  have  peace* 
fhlly  borne  under  the  Bourbcms.    Did  it  indicia  the 
reluctance  to  commit  themselves,  with  which  they 
are  diarged,  that  they  ventured  on  the  decided  step 
of  joining  his  desperate  career,  wA  only  abandoning 
aH  regvcd  to  their  interest  and  thdr  safety,  but  com- 
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pronfiting  their  charaeter  as  men  of  loyalty  in  the 
face  of  aU  Europe,  and  exposing  themselyes,  to  cer- 
tain deadly  if  the  Bourbons  should  be  successful  ? 
Those  who  fight  with  the  cord  around  their  neck, 
which  was  decidedly  the  case  with  Grouchy  and 
Ney,  must  have  headed  the  forlorn  hope ;  and  is  it 
oonnstoit  with  human  nature,  in  such  circumstances, 
to  beUere  that  they,  whose  fimrtune  and  safety  de- 
pended on  the  victory,  personally  brave  as  they  are 
admitted  to  be,  should  have  Imtered  in  the  rear, 
when  thdr  &te  was  in  the  balance  ? 

He  who  was  unjust  to  his  own  foUow^rs,  can 
scarce  be  ^cpected  to  be  candid  towards  an  enemy. 
The  Duke  c^  Wdlingt<m  ha8,upon  all  occasions, been 
willing  to  rend^  the  military  character  of  Napoleon 
that  justice  which  a  generous  mind  is  sorupulously 
accurate  indifl^nsing  to  an  adversary , and  has  readdly 
admitted  that  the  conduct  of  Buonaparte  andhisarmy 
on  this  manorable  occasion,  was  fully  adequate  to  the 
support  of  their  high  reputation.  It  may  be  said,  that 
the  vi  ctor  can  aflbrd  to  bestow  jMJse  on  ^e  vanquish** 
ed,but  that  it  re^piires  a  superior  degree  of  candour  ii^ 
thevanquishedtodojustice  to  the  conqueror.  Napo- 
leon, at  any  rete^  does  not  seem  to  have  attained,  in 
this  pardcular,to  the  pitch  of  a  great  or  exalted  mind, 
since  both  he  and  the  various  petsons  whom  he  em- 
ployed as  the  means  of  circulating  his  statements, 
concur  in  a  very  futile  attempt  to  €[X(n]se  the  defeat 
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at  Waieriooy  by  »  set  of  apologies  founded  in  a  great 
degree  upon  misrepresentation.  The  reader  will  find 
these  scientificidly  discussed  in  a  valuable  article  in 
the  Appendix."*  But  it  may  be  necessary^  at  the 
risk  of  some  repetition,  to  take  some  notice  of  them 
here  in  a  popular  fi^rm.  The  allegationi^,  vlucfa  ace 
designed  to  proTe  the  incapacity  of  the  British  Qte- 
neral,  and  to  diow  that  the  Battle  of  Waterloo  waa 
only  lost  by  a  combinatioh  of  extraordinary  fatalities^ 
may  be  considered  in  their  order.  ^ 

The  first,  and  most  frequently  repeated^  is  th» 
charge,  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  on  the  Ifith^ 
was  surprised  in  hi&  cantonments,  and  ooidd  not  col- 
lect his  ara^y  £ttt  enough  at  Quatre  Bras.  In  this  his 
Grace  would  have  been  doubtless  highly  censurable,if 
Napoleon  had,  by  espress  infi>rmation,Qr  any  distinct 
movement  indicative  of  his  puirpos^,  shown  iqpon 
which  point  he  meant  to  advance*  But  the  chivalrQus 
practice  of  fixbg  a  field  of  combat  has  been  long  out 
of  date ;  and  Napoleon  beyond  all  generis,  possessed 
the  art  of  masking  his  own  movepe^ts,  mid  mislead- 
ing his  enemy  concerning  the  actual  point  on  which 
he  meditated  an  attack.  The  Duke  and  Prince  Blu« 
cher  were,  therefore,  obliged  to  provide  for  the  con- 


*  Videanaoxmnt  of  thtactioii  of  Waterloa,eqoanyiiit«Uigiblr 
ABd  identific,  drmwn  up  hj  Captain  Pniigla  of  tba  ArtillMy,  wkldk 
will  amply  mpply  tha  dafidtncift  of  our  narratiTt.   • 
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MDtralkm  of  thtir  foroM  upon  diffisrest  pMits,  m* 
oordii^  as  Buonaparte^  adtcction  ahonld  be  manifest 
ed;  and  in  etdwr  to  be  ready  to  aasemUe  their  fetcni 
upon  any  one  poeitiony  they  must  by  ajnreading  tlieir 
cantonments,  in  some  degree  deUy  tl»  moyement 
qponalL  TheDnkeeouldnotstir  firomBmssdsyor 
concentrate  his  forces,  until  he  had  certain  inftrmatioB 
«f  those  of  the  enemy;  and  it  is  said  that  a  Frendi 
atatesman,  who  had  promised  to  send  him  a  copy  of 
the  pkn  of  Buonaparte^s  campaign,  contrived  by  a 
tnck  of  policy  to  evade  keeping  his  word.*  We  do 
not  mean  to  dmy  the  talent  and  acting  dis^y* 
odl>y  Buonaparte,  who,  if  he  could  havie  bracq^fat 
&rward  Ins  whole  armyiqKmdieevenngof  theli^ 
of  June,  might  probacy  have  succeeded  in  prevent- 
ii^  the  meditated  ^auction  of  Blndier  and  Wdhng-. 


*  Thif  wat  Foochd,  who  seems  to  hare  been  engaged  in  se* 
•Ml  cocjssponden<»  irith  all  and  sundry  of  the  bel%eMnt  power% 
while  he  was  Minister  of  PoUoe  undor  Niqpoleon.  In  his  Me* 
moirs,  he  is  made  to  boast  that  he  oontriyed  to  keep  his  word  to 
dM  Doke  of  Weffington,  by  sending  the  pUm  of  Bnonaparte's 
eampiugnhy  ifcteaalB,  a  Flemish  postmistressy  whom  he  laid  wait 
for  jon  the  frontier,  and  caused  to  be  arrested.    Thus  he 

kept  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear, 

Jlnd  broke  it  to  the  sense. 

This  story«  we  haTie  some  reason  to  beUeve,  is  true.  One  of  the 
marrels  of  our  times  is  how  Fouch^  after  having  been  the  main- 
tfring  of  sudh  a  oomidication  of  pilots  and  counterplots,  revotu- 
tioDsry  andawiiistumohilieBary  i&tcignes,  eontiired  after  all  to 
die  in  his  bed. 
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ton.  But  the  celebrated  prayer  for  annihilation  of 
time  and  spaee,  would  be  as  little  reasonable  in  the 
iBoulh  ci  a  general  as  of  a  lover,  and,  fettered  by  the 
limitations  against  which  that  modest  petition  is  di- 
rected, Bttcmaparte  failed  in  bringing  forward  in  due 
time  a  sufficient  body  of  forces  to  carry  all  before  him 
at  Quatre  Bras ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Duke 
of  WeUington,  from  the  same  obstacles  of  time  and 
space,  could  not  ass^nble  a  force  suffident  to  drive 
Ney  before  him,  and  enable  him  to  advance  to  the 
mipport  of  Blucher  dunng  the  action  of  Ligny.*  ' 
The  AxAce  of  the  field  of  Waterloo  is  also  charged 
i^unst  the  Duke  of  Wellington  as  an  act  of  weak 
judgment ;  because,  although  possessed  of  all  the  re- 
quiidtes  fat  maintaining  battle  or  pursuing  victory, 
and  above  idl,  of  the  facilities  for  communicating  with 


*  Some  people  have  been  silly  enough  to  oonsider  the  Duke  of 
W^Bgton*9  being  lOfpiiMd  as  a  thing  indiapntable,  because  tb^ 
news  of  the  French  advimo^  first  Teached  him  in  a  balli^room.  It 
must  be  supposed  that  these  good  men's  idea  of  war  is,  that  a  gene^ 
nd  should  sit  ^entind  with  his  truncheon  In  his  hand,  like  a  statue 
in  the  midst  of  a  city  market-placoi  until  the  tidings  pome  whidf 
call  him  to  the  field. 

Free  is  his  heart  who  for  his  country  fights ; 
He  on  the  eve  of  battle  may  resign 
Hims^  to  social  pleasure— sweetest  then, 
When  cbmger  to  the  soldier*  s  soul  endears 
The  human  joy  that  never  may  return. 
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ihe  PruMtn  anny*  it  had  not,  aooording  to  tho  Inu 
perial  critic>  the  means  of  affording  security  in  case 
of  ft  retreat,  since  there  was  only  one  coninmnicatioi\ 
to  the  rear — that  by  the  cansewfty  of  Brussels,  ib^ 
rest  of  the  position  bmg  screened  by  the  forest  of 
Soignes,  in  front  of  whid^  the  British  army  wat 
formed,  and  through  which,  it  is  assumed,  retreM 
was  impossible. 

Taking  the  principle  of  this  criticism  as  accurate,, 
it  mfty  be  answered,  that  ft  general  would  neyeir  halt 
or  fight  at  all,  if  he  were  to  refuse  combat  c^  everj^ 
other  save  a  field  of  battle  which  possessed  all  the 
various  excellencies  which  may  be  predicated  of  (hhi 
in  theory.  The  commander  must  consider  whethei^ 
the  ground  suits  his  present  exigencies,  without  look- 
i]|g  at  other  circumstances  which  mfty  be  less  pressing 
ftt  the  time.  Generals  have  been  known  to  choose 
by  preference  the  ground  from  which  there  could  be 
110  retiring ;  like  invaders  who  bum  their  ships,  as  a 
pledge  that  they  will  follow  their  enterprise  to  the  last. 
And  although  provision  for  a  safe  retreat  is  certain- 
ly in  most  cases  a  desirable  circumstance,  yet  it  has 
been  dispensed  with  by  good  generals,  and  by  none 
more  frequently  than  by  Napoleon  himself.  Was  not 
the  battle  of  Essling  fought  without  any  possible 
mode  of  retreat  save  the  frail  bridges  over  the  Da- 
nube ?— Was  not  that  of  Wagram  debated  under 
similar  circumstances?— *And,  to  complete  the  whole, 
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^  not  Napoleon,  while  censuring  the  Duke  of 
WelUngton  for  fighting  in  &ont  of  a  forest  himself^ 
enter  upon  conflict  with  a  defile  in  his  rear,  formed 
by  the  narrow  streets  and  narrower  bridge  of  6e- 
nappe,  by  which  alone,  if  defeated,  he  could  cross 
the  Dyle  ? — ^It  might,  therefore,  be  presumed,  that 
if  the  Duke  of  Wellington  chose  a  position  from 
which  retreat  was  difficult,  he  must  have  considered 
the  necessity  of  retreat  as  unlikely,  and  reckoned  with 
confidence  on  being  able  to  make  good  his  stand  until 
the  Prussians  should  come  up  to  join  him. 

Even  this  does  not  exhaust  the  question ;  for  the 
English  general-officers  unite  in  considering  the  fo- 
rest of  Soignes  as  a  very  advantageous  feature  in  the 
field ;  and,  far  from  apprehending  the  least  incon* 
venience  firom  its  existence,  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
r^arded  it  as  affi>rding  a  position,  which,  if  his  first 
and  second  line  had  been  unhappily  forced,  he  mi^t 
have  nevertheless  made  good  against  the  whole 
French  army.  The  hamlet  of  Mont  Saint  Jean,  in 
front,  affi)rds  an  excellent  key  to  the  position  of  an 
army  compelled  to  occupy  the  forest.  The  wood  it- 
self is  everywhere  passable  for  men  and  horses,  the 
trees  being  tall,  and  without  either  low  boughs  or 
underwood ;  and,  singular  as  the  discrepancy  be- 
twe^  the  opinions  of  distinguished  soldiers  may 
seem,  we  have  never  met  an  English  officer  who  did 
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not  look  cm  the  forest  of  Soignes  as  affiyrding  an  ad* 
minihle  pention  far  mating  a  final  stand.  In  ew^ 
port  of  their  c^inion  thej  re&sr  to  the  defence  of  the 
Bois  de  Bossn,  near  Quatre-Bras,  again^  die  reite- 
rated attacks  of  Maceschal  Ney.  This  impeachment 
o£  the  Duke  of  Wdlington  may  therefore  be  set 
aside,  as  inoonsistcst  widi  the  principles  of  BritiA 
warftre.  All  lihat  can  be  added  is,  that  Aere  are 
cases  m  which  national  habits  and  manners  mayren- 
der  a  position  advairtageous  to  soldiears^yf  ^me  coun^ 
try,  which  is  periloos  or  destructive  to  those  <^  an« 
other. 

The  next  sidiject  of  invi£ous  criticisQi  is  of  a 
nature  so  singular,  that,  did  k  not  originate  with  ft 
great  man,  in  peculiar  circumstances  of  adTersi^,  it 
might  be  almost  termed  ludicrous.  Napolecm  ex- 
presses himaelf  as  dissatisfied,  because  he  was  defeat- 
ed in  the  common  and  Tulgar  proceeding  of  down^ 
right  fighting,  and  by  no  special  manmuvres  or  pe-> 
culiar  di^lay  cf  military  art  on  the  part  of  >  the  vic^ 
tor.  But  if  it  can  afford  any  ccmsolation  to  those 
who  cherish  his  fame,  it  is  easy  to  show,  that  Napo* 
leon  fell  a  victim  to  a  scheme  of  tactics  early  ooQceiv«. 
ed,  and  persevered  in  under  circumstances  which,  in 
the  case  of  ordinary  men,  would  have  occasioned  its 
being  abandoned ;  resumed  after  events  which  aeem^ 
pd  so  adverse,  that  nothing  save  dauntlesaxourago 
and  unlimited  confidence  could  have  enabled  the 
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chiefii  lo  proceed  in  thek  purpose ;  and  carried  into 
executioD,  without  Napoleon^s  being  ride  to  penetrate 
the  purpose  of  the  allied  generals,  until  it  was  im^ 
pdissibte  to  prevent  the  annihilai^n  of  his  army  ;— 
that  be  fell,  m  short,  l^  a  grand  plan  of  strat^e^ 
worthy  of  bdng  compared  to  that  of  any  of  his  own 
adibiraUe  campugns. 

To  pfcove  what  we  have  said,  it  is  oidy  necessary 
to  remark,  that  the  natund  bases  and  points  of  re«> 
treat  of  the  Prussian  and  English  armies  weire  difr 
fierent;  the  former  bdi^  directed  on  Maestridit,  the 
other  on  Antwerp,  wliere  eadi  expected  tiheir  rein^ 
fin^cementa.  Begardless  of  ^s,  and  with  fiill  conii*^ 
dence  in  eaeh  other,  the  Prince  Maresdbal  Blu«» 
cher,  and  the  Duke  of  WdlingUm,  agreed  to  act 
in  conjunction  against  the  Frendi  army.  The  union 
of  their  forces  for  which  both  were  prepared,  wad 
des&ied  to  have  taken  place  at  Ligny,  wiiere  the 
Dbfae  designed  to  have  supported  the  Prussians,  and 
mbtxe  Blacher  hazarded  an  action  in  expectation  of 
his  aHy^s  assistance.  Hie  active  movements  of  Na« 
poleon,  and  the  impossibifity  of  the  English  force 
braig  sufficiently  concentrated  at  Quatre-Bras  to  af- 
ford the  means  of  overpowering  N^  and  the  force  in 
their  ^nt,  prevented  their  maling  a  lateral  march 
to  jre&ve  Bhsdier  at  Aat  critical  period.  Otherwise, 
the  parts  of  the  Uoody  drama,  as  afterwards  acted, 
would  have  been  reversed,  and  the  British  army  woul^ 
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hftve  mored  to  fapport  the  Prusfiras  at  Lignj,  as 
the  PruMunt  came  to  the  aid  of  the  British  at  Wa- 
terloo. 

Napoleon  had  the  merit  of  disconcerting  this  ^aa 
for  the  time ;  but  he  did  not,  andcooU  not,  discover 
that  the  allied  generals  retained,  after  the  loss  of  the 
twttle  of  Ligny,  the  same  purpose  wUoh  they  had 
adopted  on  the  onnmencement  of  the  campaign.  He 
imagined,  as  did  all  around  him,  that  Blucher  must 
retreat  on  Namur,  or  in  such  a  direction  as  would 
effectually  accomplish  a  separation  betwixt  him  and 
the  English,  as  it  was  naturid  to  think  a  defeated 
army  should  approach  towards  its  own  resources,  in- 
stead of  attempting  further  offensive  operations.  At 
all  events.  Napoleon  was  in  this  respect  so  much 
mistaken,  as  to  believe  thai  if  Blucher  did  retire  on 
the  same  line  with  the  English,  the  means  which  the 
Prussian  retained  for  co-operating  with  his  allies 
were  ao  limited,  and  (perhaps  he  might  think)  the 
spirit  of  the  general  so  subdued,  that  Maresdial 
'Grouchy,  with  S2,000  men,  would  be  sufficient  to 
keep  the  whole  Prussian  force  in  cheek.  The  Mares- 
chal  was  accordii^ly,  as  we  have  seen,  dbpatcbed 
much  too  late,  without  any  other  instructions  than  to 
fdkw  and  engage  the  attention  of  the  Prussmns. 
Misled  by  the  demonstration  of  Blucher,  he  at  fhrst 
took  the  road  to  Namur,  and  thus,  without  any  faiUt 
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on  hif  party  lost  time>  which  was  inoonoeiyably  pre- 
ciius. 

Buonaparte's  su&equent  accounts  of  this  action 
blame  Mareschal  Grouchy  for  not  discovering  Blu« 
eher's  real  direction,  which  he  had  no  means  of  aseer* 
tainingy  and  for  not  obeying  orders  which  were  nerer 
given  to  him,  and  which  could  not  be  ^ven,  because 
N^Ieon  was  as  ignorant  as  the  Mareschal,  that  BIu- 
cher  had  formed  the  detcmnination,  at  all  events,  to 
finite  himself  with  Wellington.  This  purpose  of  act-* 
ing  in  co-operation,  fiirmed  and  persevered  in,  was  to 
the  French  Emperor  the  riddle  of  the  Sphinx,  and  he 
was  destroyed  because  he  could  not  discova  it.  In* 
deed  he  ridiculed  even  the  idea  ofsuch  an  event.  One 
of  his  officers,  according  to  Baron  Muffling,  having 
hinted  at  the  mere  possibility  of  a  junction  between 
the  Prussian  army  and  that  of  Wellington,  he  smiled 
contemptuouslyatthethougfat.  '^ThePrussiananny,'' 
he  said,  ^^  is  defeated — it  cannot  rally  fiir  three  day« 
—I  have  75,000  men,  the  Engfish  only  50,000.  The 
town  of  Brussels  awaits  nie  with  open  arms.     The 
O&iglish  Oj^sition  waits  but  for  my  success  to  raise 
their  heads.   Then  adieu  subsidies,  and  fiurewell  co* 
alition!""  In  like  mann^,  Napolecm  frankly  acknow* 
lodged,  while  on  board  the  Northumberiand,  that  he 
iHid  no  idea  that  the  Duke  of  Wdlingtoh  meant  to 
£ght,  and  therefore  emitted  to  reconnoitre  the  ground 
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with  tttfllcieiit  aocuzacj.  It  is  w^  kncHmy  tliit  tvhm 
he  obflerred  them  still  in  their  podtion  on  the  mom-* 
iog  of  the  18th,  he  exdaimed,  '<  I  have  th^ai,  then, 
these  Ei^lishr 

It  was  half  past  eferen,  jwt  abont  the  time  that 
At  battle  of  WatedkM>  commenced^  that  Grouchj, 
as  already  hinted,  erertook  the  rear  of  the  Pms^ 
sians.    A  strong  fetoe,  lypearing  to  be  the  whole  of 
die  Pnasian  army,  lay  b^bre  the  Fr^idi  Mares^ 
dial,  who,  from  the  character  of  the  ground,  had  no 
means  of  ascertaining  their  numbers,  <»  of  discover- 
119  the  fiittt,  that  three  divisions  o£  Bludier's  army 
were  already  cm  the  mssch  to  their  right,  through 
die  passes  ci  Saint  Lambert  $  and  that  it  was  only 
Thielman^s  division  which  remained  upcm  die  Dyle. 
Still  less  could  he  know,  what  cosild  only  be  biowii 
to  the  Duke  and  Bludier,  that  the  Englidi  ware 
determined  to  ^ve  battle  in  the  position  at  Waters 
loo.    He  heard,  indwdj  a  heavy  rsnnonade  in  that 
directieD,  but  diat  aaight  have  proceeded  from  an 
i^tack  an  the  British  rear-guard,  the  Duke  bmg, 
in  the  general  o|m;iion  of  the  Frendi  army,  in  fiill 
retreat  iqMm  Antwerp.    At  any  rate,  the  M^ures- 
dud^s-orders  were  to  attack  die  enemy  wbich  he 
finind  b^ire  him.    He  could  not  buit  remember, 
that  Ney  had  hem  reprimanded  for  detaching  a  part 
of  his  fivce  on  the  16th,  in  consei}uence  of  a  dis- 
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liiit  cnnonade ;  and  be  was  natuvally  dMroos  to 
Kf€iA  censure  fat  the  self-same  cause.  Even  if  Na- 
poleon was  seriously  engaged  with  the  English^  it 
seemed  the  business  of  Grouchy  to  occupy  the  laigo 
Ibrce  which  he  observed  at  Wayre,  and  disposed 
along  the  Dyle»  to  prevent  thar  attempting  anything 
against  Niqxiie^m,  if,  contrary  to  probability,  the  £m~ 
percnr  should  be  engaged  in  a  general  battle.  Lastly, 
as  Grouchy  was  to  fomi  his  resolution  under  the  idea 
of  having  the  whole  Prussian  force  before  him,  which 
was  estimated  at  80,000  mai,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  him  to  detach  fi»m  an  army  of  3S,000 
any  considerable  body,  to  the  assistwice  of  Napoleon; 
and  in  attaddng  wiUi  such  inadequate  numbers,  he 
showed  his  devotion,  at  the  risk  of  being  totally  de- 
stroyed. 

He  engaged,  however,  in  battle  without  any  hed*- 
tation,  and  attacked  the  line  of  the  Prussians  along 
the  Dyle  on  every  accessible  point  ^  to  wit,  at  Wavre, 
at  the  mill  of  Bielge,  and  at  the  village  of  Limale^ 
The  points  of  attack  were  desperately'defended  by  the 
Fnumans  under  Thielman,  so  that  Grouchy  could 
enty  occupy  that  part  of  Wavre  which  was  on  his  own 
side  of  the  Dyle.  Alxmt  four  o'clock,  and  consequent- 
ly  when  the  fate  of  the  battle  of  Wai^loo  was  nearly 
decided.  Grouchy  recdved  fiom  Mareschal  Soult 
the  only  order  which  reached  him  during  the  day, 
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leqnifing  him  to  manoeuyre  lo  as  to  unite  hknaelf  to 
the  right  flank  of  the  Emperor,  but  at  the  same 
time  acquainting  him  with  the  (false)  intelligence, 
that  the  batde  was  gained  upon  the  line  of  Watmr-^ 
loo.  A  postscript  informed  Grouchjr^  that  Bulow  waa 
appearing  upon  Napoleon's  right  flank^  and  that  if 
he  could  come  up  with  speed,  he  would  take  the 
Vrvmva  flagrante  delicto. 

These  orders  were  qinte  intelli^ble.  But  two 
things  were  necessary  to  their  being  carried  into 
execution.  First,  that  Grouchy  should  get  clear  of 
Thielman,  the  enemy  with  whom  he  was  closely  en- 
gaged, «ad  who  would  not  fail  to  pursue  the  French 
Mareschal  if  he  retreated  or  moved  to  his  left  flank, 
without  having  repulsed  him.  Secondly,  it  was  in- 
dispensable he  should  pass  the  small  river  Dyle,  de* 
fended  by  Thielman's  division,  since  the  road  lead- 
ing through  the  woods  of  ChapeUe  Lambert,  was  that 
by  which  he  could  best  execute  his  march  towards 
Waterloo.  Grouchy  redoubled  his  efforts  to  force 
the  Dyle,  but  he  could  not  succeed  till  night,  and 
then  but  partidly  ;  for  the  Prussians  continued  to 
hold  the  mill  of  Bielge,  and  remaiited  in  force  within 
a  cannon-shot  of  Grouchy'^s  position. 

In  the  morning,  the  Mareschal,  anxious  to  learn 
with  eertainty  the  fate  of  Napoleon,  though  bdiev* 
ing,  according  to  Sodt's  letter,  that  he  was  vie-  , 
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learned  tlie  truths  he  comraeTiced  a  retreat,  whieh 
he  conducted  with  nuch  talenli  that  though  cloee- 
ly  pursued  by  the  PrusBian^,  then  in  all  the  anima- 
tion of  triumph,  and  though  sustaining  considcrii- 
ble  loESj  he  was  enabled  to  bring  hh  corps  unbro- 
ken under  the  walU  o**  Paris,  Weighing  all  theee 
cireumstancesj  it  appears  that  Buonaparte  had  na 
right  to  count  upon  the  assistance  of  Grouchy,  far 
leflB  to  throw  censure  on  that  general  f6f  not  coming 
to  hifl  a^ieistance,  since  he  scfrupidoiisly  obeyed  the 
oiders  he  received  ^  and  when  at  foor  o'clock,  tbkt 
of  attacking  and  pressing  the  Prussian  rear  was  qtfa- 
!i*ied  by  the  direetions  of  Boultj  to  clo^e  up  to  JBuo- 
napairte^s  right  wing^  Grouchy  was  ^ngag^d  in/  an 
ohstinate  engagentent  with  Thfelmati,  who<m  hetnust 
ned^^sarily  defeat  before  he  cou]4  cross  theiDyle^  t& 
accomplish  the  junction  proposed*'  '  ^ -       u^ 

It:  l^he  movement  of  Blucfaer,  therefore,  was  a  mas- 
terpiece of  courage  and  judgment^  since  the  Prince 
Mareschal  left  one  division  of  his  army  to  maintaitl 
a  doubt&l  onset  s^oinst  Grouchy^  ami  involved  him* 
satf  Willi  the  other  thr^  in  that  flank  movement 
tlifougli  the  %oode  of  Satnt  JLftinbert,  by  which  b* 
paid  with  inter^t  the  debt  which  he  owed  ^afid* 
leon  for  a  similar  movefi^cnt,  previous  to  the  af- 
faire of  Champeanbert  and  Monttnirail,  in  1§14.  -^ 

VOL.  VIll,  ^K 
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TheMune  system  whicb  ^aced  Blucher  in  modon, 
required  that  the  Duke  of  Wellii^^ton  should  main- 
tain his  position,  by  confining  himself  to  a  stri<^y  de- 
fensire  contest.  The  Britidi,  as  they  were  to  keep 
their  jdace  at  all  risks,  so  on  no  temptation  of  partial 
success  were  they  to  be  induced  to  advance.  £t^ 
step  whidi  they  might  have  driven  the  French  back- 
ward, before  the  coming  up  of  the  Prussians,  would 
have  been  a  disadvantage  as  fSur  as  it  went,  since  the 
olgectwasnottobeat  the  enemy  tqr  the  ^o]:;ts  of  the 
Et^ish  only,  which,  in  the  state  of  the  ^o  armies,, 
might  only  have  amoonted  to  a  repulse,  bul  to  de- 
tain them  in  the  position  of  La  Belle  Alliance^  until 
the  army  of  Kitoher  should  ccnne  iq>.  When  Ni^mih 
kon>  therefore,  objects  to  the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of 
WelUngtoD  cm  the  IMi^  thst  he  did  net  manoeuvre 
in  the  tme  of  acticm,  he  objects  to  the  very  caiircom^ 
stance  which  rendered  the  vic^ry  of  the  day  80«deci^ 
sive.  He  was  himself  decoyed  into,  and  detained  in 
a  position,  until  his  destructbn  was  renda^  inevir 
table. 

It  has  been  a  favewite  assertion  with  almost  aU 
the  French,  and  some  English  wriMrs,  that  this  Eag« 
lish  were  on  the  point  of  being  defeated,  what  d^ 
IVussian  force  ccmie  up.  The  contrary  is  di^  truth. 
The  French. had  attadied^  and  the  &itish  had  re- 
sistedt  ^m  past  eleven  unlil  near  sevai  o^dodc ;  aH^ 
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tbough  the  battle  was  most  bloody,  the  fomer  had 
gained  no  advantage  save  at  the  wood  of  Hougomont, 
and  the  fium-house  of  La  Haye  Sainte ;  both  they 
g^dned,  but  speedily  lost.  Baron  Muffling  has  ^ven 
the  most  explicit  testimony,  ^'  that  the  battle  could 
have  a£Porded  no  favourable  result  to  the  enemy, 
even  if  the  Prussians  had  never  come  up.^  He  was 
an  eye-witness,  and  an  unquestionable  judge,  and 
willing,  doubtless,  to  carry  the  immediate  glory  ac- 
quired  by  his  countrymen  on  tins  memorable  occa- 
sion, and  in  which  he  had  a  huge  persomd  stake, 
as  high  as  truth  and  honour  will  permit*  At  the 
time  when  Napoleon  made  the  last  effi>rt,  Bulow's 
troops  were  indeed  upon  the  field,  but  had  ^not 
made  any  physical  impression  by  their  weapons,  or 
excited  any  moral  dread  by  their  appearance.  Napo- 
leon announced  to  all  his  Guard,  whom  he  collected 
and  formed  for  that  final  exertion,  that  the  Prussians 
whbm  th^  saw  were  closely  pursued  by  the  French 
of  Grouchy-sarmy.  He  himself, perhaps, had  thatper- 
suasion  ;  for  the  fire  of  Grouchy's  artillery,  supposed 
to  be  a  league  and  a  half,  but  in  reality  nearly  three 
leagues  distant,  was  distinctly  heard ;  and  some  one 
of  Napoleon'^s  siute  saw  the  smoke  from  the  heights 
above  Wavre.  "  The  battle,''  he  said,  **  is '  won ; 
we  must  force  the  English  position,  and  throw  them 
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u^mlkBdeBiB8.'*^jmfu!  Lm  Gdrde em 4ivt^  f^ 
jlioooi^ii^jr,  they  dm  made  liic^  attadk  m  dife  inrei|- 
MgV  iHith  tkty  werototdljr  tepuked^  itoddiMddbadi: 

the  PffiiifUiis  amk  -bato,  mmnm  aotioa^i  NajpoUn 
^ftADnrhb^utliiest,  ikid  had:Ilo«^ft'ote{Mi^renlnli. 
itig  iti  ordtpy  — gtpliiig'four  boMiidwitt  of  t1ie.'(Nd 
QmaiA  It  m— nil  iic^hgrrfer^  wn4  tfast' -oar  aUm 
afforded  tlle^^ftatiaianiyjsoleotipnAob  imj^^i^r 
ihttt  wBib  totally  AaoirgBDiflei ;  tMitbatribr  ^diidit^ 
Bkimilais  nor^e^fn4e  thfa^gbtitude  of  Brhiw«iid  of 
ftitope,  b  die  gdberoaa'jpni  doora^tils  eoi^ttiase 
#Mi  vhichiBEey  Bla9died*8l)*torMHiiaqr  ^ska^ivMriSt 
in  the  lictiaiif,  ^iAAaittMtf  aWaeal  ividi ^fandi 
di^  vpmfAebeX ith6  victory,'  It'ig^niTerfldly  aeu 
JcoeMedgBdy  ttol  jDhr-Bbhfrfli  ank^,eAs^s9A'^^^ 
long  A'oodbati,  could  not;  biVetia^aidd  themsehwitf 
^Ae^diadfteoS^tfaeiretiemyiar  its!«blielilAoai  ^Kii^ 
«ii  the  cnta-faryviiadnpgr  cookl  exceed  thr^^xtN»iiy 
and  n^idity  vith  'whidi  die  Prumiaag  eottdi^Ml 
Ihe  poivuk.     The  laureh  of  W«t^rhib  amstbedrrik 


^  He  gave  the  same  explanation  when  on  board  of  the  Northnm- 
berlkiid.  General  Oourgaud  had  inaccurately  stated  tliat  the  Em> 
poor  had  ndsuikflti  the  corps  of  BolcHt  fbr  that  of  Oxonchy*  K^ 
pole^n  flamed  ^t  this  was.net  the  case,  biit  tha|;  |ie  had  op|K^ 
sed  a  sufficient  force  to  those  Prussians  whom  he  saw  in  the  field, 
and  cqpduded  that  Grouchy  was  closing  up  on  their  fiank  and 
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ded^*— the  British,  won  the  battle,  the  Fru^Biaos 
achieved  and  rendered  available  the  victory.^ 


*  Baron  MuiBing's  aecount  of  the  Bi*iti8h  arml^nmst  interest  01^ 
readers :— "  There  is  not,  perhaps,  in  all  Europe,  an  army  superior 
to  the  English  in  the  actual  field  of  battle.  That  is  to  say,  an  army 
in  which  military  instruction  is  entirely  directed  to  that  point,  as  its 
ejEclusive  object.  The  English  soldier  ih  strongly  forced  and  well- 
fed,  and  nature  has  endowed  him  with  much  courage  and  intrepi* 
dity.  He  is  accustomed  to  severe  discipline,  and  is  very  well  arm- 
ed. The  infantry  opposes  with  confidence  the  attack  of  cavalry,  and 
shows  more  indifference  than  any  other  European  army  when  at- 
tadced  in  the  flank  or  rear.  These  qualities  explain  why  the  Eng- 
glish  have  never  been  defeated  in  a  pitched  field  since  they  were 
commanded  by  the  Duke  of  WelSngtott; 

^'  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  no  troops  in  Europe  less  experi- 
enced than  the  English  in  the  light  service  and  in  skirmishes ;  ac« 
cordingly,  they  do  not  practise  that  service  themselves.  The  Eng- 
lish army  in  Spain  formed  the  standing  force  round  which  the 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese  rallied.  The  Duke  of  Wdling^n  acted 
wisely  in  reserving  his  English  troops  for  regular  battles,  and  in 
keeping  up  that  idea  in  his  army. 

<'  If,  on  the  one  hand,  a  country  is  worthy  of  envy  which  pos-  4 
sesses  an  army  consisting  entirely  of  grenadiers,  that  army  might, 
on  the  other  hand,  experience  great  disadvantage  if  forced  to  combat 
unassisted  against  an  able  general,  who  understands  their  peculiari- 
ties, and  can  avoid  giving  them  battle  excepting  on  advantage- 
ous ground.  However,  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  the  English  will 
seldom  make  war  on  the  continent  without  allies,  and  it  appears 
their  system  is  established  on  that  principle.  Besides,  such  an  army 
as  the  English  is  most  precious  for  those  they  may  act  with,,  as  the 
most  difficult  task  of  the  modern  art  of  war  is  to  form  an  army  for 
pitched  battles."  The  Baron  adds,  in  a  note  upon  the  last  sen* 
tence,— ^^  The  people  who  inhabit  other  quarters  of  the  world,  and 
are  not  come  to  the  same  state  of  civilization  with  us,  afford  a  proof 
of  this.     Most  of  them  know  better  than  I^iropeans  how  to  fight 
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maa  l»  «a■^  kmt  can  DflWir  attain  the  point  of  gAiiiig  a  ImlUe  cnrer  ^ 
OS.  BiidpKnn,  in  the  fiili  extent  of  the  word,  ii  the  fruit  of  moral 
and  religioof  instruction.**— Jitfloif«  de  la  Campagne  de  FArnUe 
AngUiitey  jv.  mm»  let  mrdret  du  Due  de  WelUnfftony  et  de  FArnUe 
Prmtienne  mm  le$  ordree  du  Prince  Bkuher  de  Wahieiadt,  1816, 
Par. 6.  de  10. S^i$gart'et  Tubingue.    1817- 
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